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Decision on proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 

File No.: CP2022/05615 
 

    

 

Te take mō te pūrongo 
Purpose of the report  
1. To adopt the proposed new Te Kaunihera o Tāmaki Makaurau Te Ture ā-Rohe Noho Puni 

Wātea ā-Waka 2022 / Auckland Council Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2022. 

Whakarāpopototanga matua 
Executive summary  
2. To enable a decision on whether to adopt a proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 

Bylaw 2022, an appointed Bylaw Panel has deliberated and made recommendations on 
public feedback to the proposal and on local board views.  

3. The proposal protects sensitive areas, public health and safety and access to council-
controlled areas from freedom camping impacts. 

4. The Governing Body adopted the proposal to make a new Te Kaunihera o Tāmaki 
Makaurau Te Ture ā-Rohe Noho Puni Wātea ā-Waka 2022 / Auckland Council Freedom 
Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2022 for consultation in September 2021. Feedback was 
received from 1,572 people and 46 organisations.  

5. The Bylaw Panel recommends the Governing Body adopt the proposal with amendments in 
response to matters raised (Attachments A and B). Taking this approach will more effectively 
manage freedom camping impacts. Key Panel-recommended changes include adopting the 
proposal with amendments to:  

• remove two proposed prohibited areas that were confirmed as out of scope for the Bylaw 
(Becroft Park Reserve, Forrest Hill and Waitakere Central / Central One, Henderson)  

• prohibit freedom camping from 13 additional areas because of evidence provided in the 
feedback and the 2018 site assessments that justifies their protection: 

o Glenesk Road (eastern end), Piha o Piha Wetlands and adjacent part of 

Seaview Road, Piha 

o Karekare Road Carpark, Karekare o French Bay Carpark, French Bay 

o North Piha Strand / Marine Parade 

North, Piha 

o South Piha Strand / Marine Parade 

South, Piha  

o Little Huia, Huia Road  o Vellenoweth Green, St Heliers  

o Colonial Road, Birkenhead  o Opou Road end, Titirangi  

o Milford Reserve, Milford o Te Henga Park, Bethells Beach  

o roadside parking adjacent to St Heliers Bay reserve on Tamaki Drive. 

• amend the restrictions at Hingaia Reserve, Hingaia to reduce the number of vehicles 
allowed from eight to five to better protect public access  

• reclassify two restricted areas as prohibited areas to better protect public access to these 
areas (Anderson’s Beach Reserve, Glendowie and Trusts Arena, Henderson) 

• clarify provisions relating to the definition of ‘certified self-contained vehicle’, no return 
period, maximum stay on Waiheke Island, and temporary rule changes. 

https://akhaveyoursay.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/71139/widgets/352929/documents/217692
https://infocouncil.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/Open/2021/09/GB_20210923_MIN_10140_WEB.htm
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6. There is a reputational risk that some people or organisations may not feel council has 
addressed their feedback. This can be mitigated by communicating the reasons for the 
decisions to those who gave written feedback. 

7. If adopted, staff will publicly notify the decision and publish the Bylaw when changes come 
into force on 1 September 2022. 

 

Ngā tūtohunga 
Recommendation/s  
That the Governing Body: 

a) whakaae / approve the Bylaw Panel’s recommendations on the new Te Kaunihera o Tāmaki 
Makaurau Te Ture ā-Rohe Noho Puni Wātea ā-Waka 2022 / Auckland Council Freedom 
Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2022 in Attachment A and Attachment B of the agenda report.  

b) whakaū / confirm that it is satisfied that the new Te Kaunihera o Tāmaki Makaurau Te Ture 
ā-Rohe Noho Puni Wātea ā-Waka 2022 / Auckland Council Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2022 in Attachment C of the agenda report: 

i)  is necessary to protect the areas covered by the Bylaw, the health and safety of 
people who may visit those areas, and/or to protect access to those areas  

ii) is the most appropriate and proportionate way of addressing the perceived problems 
associated with freedom camping in those areas covered by the bylaw  

iii) is the most appropriate form of the bylaw  

iv) is not inconsistent with the Freedom Camping Act 2011 or the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990. 

c) whai / adopt the Te Kaunihera o Tāmaki Makaurau Te Ture ā-Rohe Noho Puni Wātea ā-
Waka 2022 / Auckland Council Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2022 in Attachment C 
of the agenda report, with effect from 1 September 2022. 

d) whakakore / revoke the Auckland Council Freedom Camping Bylaw 2015 on 1 September 
2022. 

e) whakaae / approve the distribution of this agenda report and associated minutes to local 
boards for their information.  

f) tautapa / delegate authority through the Chief Executive to the manager responsible for 
bylaws to make any amendments to the Bylaw in Attachment C of the agenda report to 
correct errors or omissions.  

 

Horopaki 
Context  

The Governing Body adopted a proposal to make a new Bylaw for public 
consultation 

8. Auckland’s current Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2015 is a consolidation of pre-2010 
legacy bylaw provisions developed before the Freedom Camping Act 2011 was passed.  

9. A new bylaw must be made that aligns with the national legislation before the current bylaw 
expires in October 2022.  

10. Work to develop a freedom camping bylaw began in 2016. Council assessed more than 
1,000 areas for their suitability for freedom camping and need for protection under the 
Freedom Camping Act. This process included extensive engagement with local boards. 

  



Governing Body 

23 June 2022   
 

 

Decision on proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw Page 209 
 

It
e
m

 1
0

 

 

11. In late 2018 and early 2019 public feedback and formal local board views were sought on a 
proposal for a draft Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw. A Bylaw Panel deliberated on all 
feedback and made recommendations to the Governing Body. The Panel recommended 
scheduling 322 prohibited areas and 103 restricted areas, including a number of reserves. 

12. In August 2019 the Governing Body set aside the recommendations of the Bylaw Panel and 
instead requested advice on a new direction for the bylaw.  

13. On 23 September 2021, the Governing Body adopted for public consultation a proposal to 
make a new Te Kaunihera o Tāmaki Makaurau Te Ture ā-Rohe Noho Puni Wātea ā-Waka 
2022 / Auckland Council Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2022 and revoke the legacy 
bylaws about freedom camping.1 

14. The proposal arose from a Governing Body decision in August 2019 to set aside the 2018 
proposal, and two further key decisions:  

• in March 2021, to exclude land held under the Reserves Act 1977 from the scope of the 
Bylaw, but otherwise to base the new proposal on previous assessments2 

• in May 2021, to develop general rules to manage freedom camping in all areas where 
freedom camping is not otherwise prohibited or restricted, and to consult the public on 
settings for each rule.3 

15. The proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2022: 

• aligns with the Freedom Camping Act 2011  

• helps council to prevent freedom camping impacts in sensitive areas, and to protect 
public health and safety and manage access in all areas of land held under the Local 
Government Act 2002 (including roads controlled by Auckland Transport)  

• forms part of a wider regulatory framework of Acts, regulations and other bylaws4. 

16. The table below summarises the main proposals: 

Proposal Reasons for proposal 

To schedule 67 specific areas as follows: 

Prohibit freedom camping in 45 
specific areas in Schedule 1 of 
the proposed Bylaw (places 
where freedom camping is not 
allowed).  

To protect areas that have been identified as being 
environmentally or culturally sensitive, or where 
freedom camping would impact public health and 
safety and access in ways that cannot be 
adequately managed through restrictions. 

These are the prohibited areas recommended by 
the Bylaw Panel in 2019, with all reserves removed. 

 

Restrict freedom camping in 22 
specific areas in Schedule 2 of 
the proposed Bylaw (places 
where freedom camping is 
allowed subject to site-specific 
restrictions). 

 

To better manage areas that have been identified as 
needing additional regulation due to factors such as 
popularity, current use by others, demand for 
parking and the size of the parking areas. 

These are the restricted areas recommended by the 
Bylaw Panel in 2019, with all reserves removed. 

 
1  GB/2021/112 23 September 2021, Item 13. 
2  GB/2021/19 25 March 2021, Item 9.  
3  GB/2021/49 27 May 2021, Item 10.  

4  Freedom Camping Act; Reserves Act; Litter Act; Resource Management Act; Fire and Emergency NZ Act; Public Safety and Nuisance Bylaw; 

Auckland Council Traffic Bylaw; Auckland Transport Traffic Bylaw; Alcohol Control Bylaw; Dog Management Bylaw 

https://ehq-production-australia.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/57bafbe68f3f1fc94cbfd3420673ec1de94c034d/original/1634789430/2b8f2fa7d637556534e27822d0e30197_Draft_Freedom_Camping_in_Vehicles_Bylaw_2022_-_CONSULTATION_DOCUMENT_%28August_2021%29_-_FINAL_21-10-21.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIBJCUKKD4ZO4WUUA%2F20220510%2Fap-southeast-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20220510T212402Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=854cc2eaa84decf5dbfccceb461d683974270c1394aee9bba37ce91fd01e518e
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Proposal Reasons for proposal 

To include general rules for all other areas as follows: 

Require freedom campers to 
use certified self-contained 
vehicles. 

To prevent impacts from the depositing of toilet 
waste and wastewater into the environment, and the 
use of unsuitable areas for cooking. 

Allow freedom campers to stay 
a maximum of two nights in the 
same road or off-road parking 
area. 

To prevent impacts from the depositing of toilet 
waste and wastewater into the environment and 
ensure fair access to limited shared parking and 
amenities. 

Require freedom campers to 
vacate their parking space by 
9am on the day of departure. 

To ensure fair access for shared parking and 
amenities for other campers and users of public 
space. 

Require freedom campers to 
not return to stay in the same 
road or off-road parking area 
within a two-week period. 

To ensure fair access to limited shared parking and 
amenities for other campers and users of public 
space. 

17. Public feedback on the proposal was received by 1,572 people and 46 organisations and 20 
local boards provided views on the feedback. An appointed Bylaw Panel5 held deliberations 
and made recommendations contained in this report on the feedback and local board views.  

18. More information about the review, proposal and public feedback can be viewed on councils 
have your say and hearings webpages.  

Tātaritanga me ngā tohutohu 
Analysis and advice  

Bylaw Panel considered feedback and views in accordance with legislative 
requirements 

19. The Bylaw Panel considered and made recommendations on all public feedback and local 
board views in accordance with relevant statutory requirements, including that council:6 

• must receive public feedback with an open mind and give it due consideration 

• must provide the decisions and reasons to people who provided feedback 

• must ensure all meetings are open to the public 

• may consider or request comment or advice from staff or any other person to assist their 
decision-making 

• is satisfied that the new Bylaw is necessary to protect areas covered by the Bylaw, 
protect the health and safety of people who may visit those areas, or protect access to 
those areas 

• is the most appropriate and proportionate way of addressing perceived problems 
associated with freedom camping in those areas 

• is the most appropriate form of bylaw 

• is not inconsistent with the Freedom Camping Act 2011 or the New Zealand Bill of Rights 
Act 1990. 

  

 
5   Councillors Linda Cooper (Chair) and Angela Dalton and Independent Māori Statutory Board Member Glenn Wilcox. 
6  Sections 82(1)(e), 82(1)(f), 83(3), 147A(1)(a) and 155 of the Local Government Act 2002 and sections 46 and 47 of the Local Government 

Official Information and Meetings Act 1987. 

https://akhaveyoursay.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/freedom-camping-bylaw
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/have-your-say/hearings/find-hearing/Pages/Hearing-documents.aspx?HearingId=525
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20. The Bylaw Panel structured its deliberations by topic. Each topic and recommendations are 
summarised in the table below and contained in full in Attachment A. 

21. Key recommendations include adopting the proposal with amendments to: 

• remove two prohibited areas that were confirmed as out of scope of the Bylaw (Becroft 
Park Reserve, Forrest Hill and Waitakere Central / Central One, Henderson) 

• prohibit freedom camping from 13 additional areas, because of evidence provided in the 
feedback and the 2018 site assessments that justify their protection 

• amend the restrictions at Hingaia Reserve to reduce the number of vehicles allowed 
from eight vehicles to five to better protect public access for other users 

• reclassify two restricted areas as prohibited areas to better protect public access to 
these areas (Anderson’s Beach Reserve, Glendowie and Trusts Area, Henderson)  

• clarify provisions relating to the definition of ‘certified self-contained vehicle’, no return 
period, maximum stay on Waiheke Island, and temporary rule changes. 

Summary of key Bylaw Panel recommendations 

 

Topic Summary of key Bylaw Panel recommendations 

1: Include 
general rules in 
areas we 
manage where 
freedom 
camping is not 
otherwise 
prohibited or 
restricted 

Adopt proposal as publicly notified.  

Reasons include that general rules:  

• are necessary to meet the criteria set out in Section 11 of the Act 
(to protect the environment, public health and safety and/or access 
to public places) 

• will address community concerns while giving effect to 
Parliament’s intent to enable freedom camping in areas where this 
has not been specifically prohibited or restricted. 

 

2.1: Use a 
certified self-
contained 
vehicle 

Adopt proposal with an amendment to clarify the definition of 
‘certified self-contained vehicle’.  

Reasons include that: 

• the rule is necessary to manage environmental and public 
health risks associated with freedom camping in non-self-
contained vehicles 

• the amended definition will align with changes to the Freedom 
Camping Act 2011 signalled by central government, which will 
strengthen the self-containment requirements for vehicles staying 
in un-serviced areas. 

 

2.2:  Stay a 
maximum of 
two nights in 
the same road 
or off-road 
parking area 

 

 

Adopt proposal as publicly notified.  

Reasons include that this rule is necessary to manage environmental, 
public health, and access risks associated with freedom camping.  
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Topic Summary of key Bylaw Panel recommendations 

2.3:  Depart by 
9am on the 
third day 

Adopt proposal as publicly notified.  

Reasons include that this rule is necessary to protect public access to 
areas used by freedom campers. 

 

 

2.4:  Not return 
to the same 
road or off-
road parking 
area within two 
weeks 

Adopt proposal with an amendment to clarify that the two-week no-
return period begins at 9am on the day of departure (irrespective of 
whether the stay was for one or two nights).  

Reasons include that:  

• this rule is necessary to prevent vehicles from occupying parking 

in one area for long periods and to protect wider public access to 
that area 

• the amendment provides more certainty. 

 

 

2.5 Other 
general rule-
related topics 

That other general rule-related requests be rejected.  

Reasons include that:  

• varying rules could create additional complexity and confusion for 
campers, especially where area boundaries are not marked or 
area characteristics are not obvious, increasing the risk of non-
compliance 

• some areas requested for prohibition are already managed in 
other ways, for example under the Reserves Act 1977, or through 
parking restrictions 

• there is insufficient evidence to justify varying rules between 

suggested areas, categories of area or seasons at this time and 
would likely require further consultation.  

 

 

3.1 to 3.45: 45 
proposed 
prohibited 
areas  

Adopt proposal with amendments as follows: 

• adopt 43 of the 45 proposed prohibited areas as publicly notified  

• remove two proposed prohibited areas (Becroft Park Reserve, 
Forrest Hill and Waitakere Central / Central One, Henderson). 

Reasons for adopting 43 of the 45 areas include that: 

• the prohibitions align with criteria set out in Section 11 of the Act, 
in protecting the area, protecting the health and safety of people 
who may visit the area, and protecting public access to the area 

• the prohibitions are necessary and the most appropriate and 
proportionate way to manage impacts in those areas.  

Reasons for removing two proposed prohibited areas include 
that: 

• Becroft Park Reserve is held under the Reserves Act 1977 and is 
therefore out of scope for the Bylaw. 

• Waitakere Central / Central One is now privately owned and is 

therefore out of scope for the Bylaw. 
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Topic Summary of key Bylaw Panel recommendations 

3.46 Requests 
for additional 
prohibited 
areas  

That requests for additional suggested prohibited areas be accepted 
in part to prohibit freedom camping from 13 additional areas:  

• Glenesk Road (eastern 
end), Piha 

• Piha Wetlands and adjacent 
part of Seaview Road, Piha 

• Karekare Road Carpark, 
Karekare 

• French Bay Carpark, 
French Bay 

• North Piha Strand / Marine 
Parade North, Piha 

• South Piha Strand / Marine 
Parade South, Piha  

• Little Huia, Huia Road  • Vellenoweth Green, St 
Heliers  

• Colonial Road, Birkenhead  • Opou Road end, Titirangi  

• Milford Reserve, Milford • Te Henga Park, Bethells  

• roadside parking adjacent to St Heliers Bay reserve on 
Tamaki Drive 

Reasons for accepting the requests for 13 additional prohibited 
areas include that: 

• new evidence was provided of risks to public safety from flash 
flooding in two areas in Piha (Glenesk Road (eastern end) and 
Piha Wetlands and adjacent part of Seaview Road, Piha) 

• the other 11 areas are directly adjacent to, and provide parking 
for, areas held under the Reserves Act 1977 which were assessed 
and consulted on in 2018 and recommended for protection under 
the Freedom Camping Act, but which are no longer in scope for 
the Bylaw  

• feedback in 2021 identified that these adjacent carparking areas 
are held or partially held under the Local Government Act or as 
legal road and therefore remain in scope for this Bylaw  

• allowing freedom camping in these areas may not adequately 
address the risks identified in 2018 which informed the Panel’s 
recommendation to prohibit camping at their adjacent reserves in 
2019 

• further consultation in relation to these additional prohibited areas 
is not considered necessary. 

Reasons for rejecting all other requests for additional prohibited 
areas include that: 

• some areas suggested for prohibition are already managed in 
other ways, for example under the Reserves Act 1977, or through 
parking restrictions  

• there is insufficient evidence to justify the protection of some 
areas and/or that a prohibition would be the most appropriate and 
proportionate response to perceived or potential problems in those 
areas  

• many of the requests would likely require further consultation  

• general rules may be sufficient to manage any problems that 
could arise once freedom camping is allowed in these areas.  
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Topic Summary of key Bylaw Panel recommendations 

4: 22 proposed 
restricted 
areas  

Adopt proposal with amendments as follows: 

• adopt 19 of the 22 proposed restricted areas as publicly notified 

• amend the restrictions for one area to reduce the maximum 
number of vehicles allowed to freedom camp at Hingaia Reserve, 
Hingaia from eight to five 

• reclassify two restricted areas as prohibited (Anderson’s Beach 
Reserve, Glendowie and Trusts Arena, Henderson). 

Reasons for adopting 19 of the 22 proposed restricted areas 
include: 

• the restrictions are necessary and the most appropriate and 
proportionate way to manage impacts in those areas, while still 
allowing for some freedom camping 

• the restrictions align with criteria set out in Section 11 of the Act, in 
protecting the area, protecting the health and safety of people who 
may visit the area, and protecting access to the area.  

Reasons for amending the maximum number of vehicles allowed 
to freedom camp at Hingaia Reserve include to better protect 
access to the area for other users of the area. 

Reasons for reclassifying two restricted areas as prohibited 
include to better protect public access to the area for other users of 
the area, as: 

• Andersons Beach Reserve provides limited unrestricted parking in 
an area where parking is otherwise prohibited, the parking area is 
narrow meaning large vehicles would further reduce availability 
and is used in the evening 

• Trusts Arena regularly hosts large events in the evenings with 
high demand for parking and the parking area is frequently gated 
to restrict access. 

 

Other matters Amend proposal to improve clarity as follows: 

• update clause 5(4) to reference current legislation 

• amend and reverse the order of clause 6(2)(c) and (d) to clarify 

that general rules apply only where no other rules apply 

• amend clause 6(4)(b) and (d) and add an example relating to 
Waiheke Island, to clarify the area to which the maximum stay rule 
applies, and the obligation to leave the Island to dump waste 
before returning to freedom camp   

• replace clause 6(7) and 6(8) relating to areas where freedom 
camping rules have been temporarily changed with a new clause 
6(5)  

• amend clause 6(5)(d) (now clause 6(6)(d)) and add an example to 
clarify the commencement of the no-return period  

• add a related information note to clause 7 to clarify that council 
can make temporary prohibitions or changes to restrictions 
initiated by external parties (such as Fire and Emergency New 
Zealand, or major events organisers) 

• amend clause 8 to clarify that council can set additional conditions 
when granting temporary approvals, for example ensuring access 
for emergency vehicles and requiring evacuation plans for large 
events. 
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22. The net effect of the recommended changes to Bylaw Schedules 1 and 2 outlined above is 
that 58 areas would be designated as prohibited (Schedule 1), and 20 areas would be 
designated as restricted (Schedule 2). All other local authority areas in scope for the Bylaw 
would be subject to the general rules set out in clause 6 of the Bylaw. 

23. Where Bylaw Panel recommendations in Attachment A amend the proposal, the 
recommended changes are shown in a comparison table in Attachment B. The changes:  

• are necessary to protect the area, public health and safety, and access to areas within 
Auckland 

• are authorised by the Freedom Camping Act 2011, and are not inconsistent with other 
legislation, including the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 

• improve the Bylaw form 

• are not inconsistent with other regulations including council bylaws and the wider 
regulatory framework that governs freedom camping in Auckland. 

Bylaw Panel recommends the Governing Body adopt the proposal with 
amendments 

24. The Bylaw Panel recommends that the Governing Body make the necessary statutory 
determinations to adopt the new Bylaw as set out in Attachment C. 

25. The Bylaw in Attachment C incorporates recommended amendments to the proposal as set 
out in Attachments A and B. Adopting the Bylaw as recommended will protect the areas 
covered by the Bylaw, protect the health and safety of people who may visit those areas, 
and protect access to those areas.  

Tauākī whakaaweawe āhuarangi 
Climate impact statement  
26. The proposal manages existing activities enabled by central government policy. It is not 

causing these activities to occur or affecting the likelihood that they will occur. The decision 
sought in this report therefore has no specific climate impact. 

Ngā whakaaweawe me ngā tirohanga a te rōpū Kaunihera 
Council group impacts and views  
27. The proposal impacts the operations of several council departments and council-controlled 

organisations, including Licensing and Regulatory Compliance, Community Facilities, Parks, 
Sport and Recreation and Auckland Transport.  

28. The Licensing and Regulatory Compliance unit are aware of the impacts of the Bylaw and 
their primary role in implementing and managing compliance with the Bylaw.  

29. Council’s 86 park rangers help to manage compliance with council Bylaws, the Reserves Act 
1977 and the Litter Act 1974 by carrying out education and monitoring on parks and 
reserves. However, rangers are not currently being warranted or renewing warrants, and 
Licensing and Regulatory Compliance will continue to carry out any enforcement required. 

30. Relevant staff are aware of the impacts of the proposal and their implementation role. 

Ngā whakaaweawe ā-rohe me ngā tirohanga a te poari ā-rohe 
Local impacts and local board views  
31. The Bylaw impacts on local boards’ governance role as it affects decision making over local 

assets, particularly parks and other council-controlled public places. There is also high 
community interest in freedom camping regulation in many local board areas. 
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32. Three local board representatives participated in a joint political working group on 21 May 
2021 to provide views on options for including general rules in the Bylaw. The working group 
unanimously supported the inclusion of general rules in the Bylaw, and five out of six 
members supported the recommended settings included in the proposal. A summary of the 
working group’s views was reported to the Governing Body on 27 May 2021.   

33. In August 2021 staff sought local board views on a draft proposal for public consultation. The 
draft proposal was supported by 11 local boards with eight noting concerns or requesting 
changes, partly supported by six local boards noting concerns or requesting changes, and 
not supported by three local boards. A summary of those local board views can be viewed in 
the 23 September 2021 Governing Body agenda, page 257 (Attachment B to Item 13). 

34. In February 2022, all local boards had the opportunity to provide formal views by resolution 
on how the Bylaw Panel should address matters raised in public feedback to the proposal. In 
addition, local boards could also choose to present those views to the Bylaw Panel at a 
meeting on 22 April 2022.  

35. Twenty local boards provided their views by resolution (pages 447 – 465 of the Deliberations 
Agenda Report). In addition, 12 local boards presented their views to the Bylaw Panel.7 

36. The Bylaw Panel considered all local board views during deliberations as shown in 
Attachment A. 

Tauākī whakaaweawe Māori 
Māori impact statement  
37. The Bylaw has relevance to Māori as kaitiaki of Papatūānuku. The proposal supports the 

Independent Māori Statutory Board’s Māori Plan for Tāmaki Makaurau. In particular 
wairuatanga (promoting distinctive identity) in relation to valuing and protecting Māori 
heritage and Taonga Māori and kaitiakitanga (ensuring sustainable futures) in relation to 
environmental protection. 

38. The proposal also supports the Board’s Schedule of Issues of Significance by ensuring that 
sites of significance to Māori are identified and protected from freedom camping harms.  

39. Mana whenua and mataawaka were invited to provide feedback during the development of 
the 2018 proposal via dedicated hui and again through the public consultation process.  

40. Feedback received on specific prohibited and restricted areas identified in the 2018 proposal 
was incorporated into the deliberations in 2019. This included the identification of sites of 
significance to Māori, such as wahi tapu areas. 

41. General matters raised by Māori during past engagement included the need to ensure: 

• the ability to add further sites of significance to the bylaw as these are designated  

• provision for temporary bans on freedom camping, including in areas under a rāhui 

• a compassionate approach to people experiencing homelessness  

• provision of sufficient dump stations to avoid environmental pollution 

• clear communication of the rules in the bylaw and at freedom camping sites. 

42. The 2021 proposal addresses these matters by proposing to prohibit freedom camping at 
sites of significance to Māori (such as Maraetai Foreshore and Onetangi Cemetery), 
provision in the Bylaw for temporary bans, and confirming council’s commitment to a 
compassionate enforcement approach to people experiencing homelessness.  

43. Mana whenua and mataawaka were notified of the 2021 proposal and given the opportunity 
to provide any additional feedback through face-to-face meetings, in writing, online and in-
person. No additional feedback was received from iwi and mataawaka organisations. 

 
7    Albert-Eden, Devonport-Takapuna, Franklin, Hibiscus and Bays, Kaipātiki, Māngere-Ōtāhuhu, Ōrākei, Puketāpapa, Papakura, 

Rodney, Waiheke and Waitākere Ranges Local Boards.  

https://infocouncil.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/Open/2021/05/GB_20210527_AGN_10145_AT_WEB.htm
https://infocouncil.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/Open/2021/09/GB_20210923_AGN_10140_AT_WEB.htm
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/HearingDocuments/freedomcampingbylaw-agd-2022-04-22.pdf
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/HearingDocuments/freedomcampingbylaw-agd-2022-04-22.pdf
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44. Eight percent of people who provided feedback via the Have Your Say consultation and 
eight percent of research survey respondents identified as Māori.  

45. The Have Your Say consultation identified that Māori had similar support for the use of 
general rules in principle, have similar mixed support on the four specific general rules and 
similar opposition to the specific restricted and prohibited sites compared to non-Māori. 

46. The research survey identified that Māori had similar support for general rules and feel more 
strongly about the benefits and problems of freedom camping compared to non-Māori.  

Ngā ritenga ā-pūtea 
Financial implications  

47. There are no financial implications arising from decisions sought in this report. The cost of 
public notification of the decision and implementation will be met within existing budgets. 

Ngā raru tūpono me ngā whakamaurutanga 
Risks and mitigations  
48. The following risks have been identified: 

If... Then... Mitigation 

Some people or organisations 
feel their feedback was not 
addressed. 

There may be a negative 
perception about the 
appropriateness of the 
deliberations / recommendations 
of the Bylaw Panel. 

Communicating the reasons for 
the decisions to those who 
provided feedback. 

 

Ngā koringa ā-muri 
Next steps  
49. If adopted, staff will notify the public and people who provided feedback on the proposal of 

the decision and publish changes to the Bylaw when they come into force on 1 September 
2022.  

Ngā tāpirihanga 
Attachments 

No. Title Page 

A⇩  Bylaw Panel recommendations 219 

B⇩  Comparison of proposed Bylaw and Panel-recommended changes 243 

C⇩  Recommended new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2022 253 

       

Ngā kaihaina 
Signatories 

Authors Councillor Linda Cooper (Chair) 

Councillor Angela Dalton 

Independent Māori Statutory Board Member Glenn Wilcox 

 
 

GB_20220623_AGN_10155_AT_files/GB_20220623_AGN_10155_AT_Attachment_87402_1.PDF
GB_20220623_AGN_10155_AT_files/GB_20220623_AGN_10155_AT_Attachment_87402_2.PDF
GB_20220623_AGN_10155_AT_files/GB_20220623_AGN_10155_AT_Attachment_87402_3.PDF
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