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1.0 Purpose  
The purpose of this document is to consider the place named Mountain Court (block of 
flats) located at 4 View Road, Mount Eden against the criteria for the evaluation of 
historic heritage in the Auckland Unitary Plan (Operative in part1).   

 
The document has been prepared by The Heritage Studio Ltd. on the specific 
instructions of Auckland Council’s Heritage Unit.  It is solely for the use of Auckland 
Council for the purpose it is intended in accordance with the agreed scope of work.  All 
photographs in the documents were taken by The Heritage Studio Ltd. in 2017, unless 
noted otherwise. 
 

2.0 Identification  

Site address  
 
4 View Road, Mount Eden, Auckland 1024 
 

 
Legal description and 
Certificate of Title 
identifier 

 
LOT 5 DP 20954; LOT 6 DP 20954 
CT 689/196 

 
NZTM grid reference 
 

 
Easting: 1756980.13 / Northing: 5917627.36 
Longitude: 174.761322 / Latitude: -36.874267 

 
Ownership 

 
BIL Limited 

 
Auckland Unitary Plan 
zoning  

                                                            
Mixed Housing Suburban  

 
Existing scheduled 
item(s) 

 
None 

 
Additional controls 

 
Regionally Significant Volcanic Viewshafts and Height 
Sensitive Areas Overlay. 

 
Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga 
(HNZPT) listing details 

 
None 

 
Pre-1900 site 
(HNZPT Act 2014 
Section 6) 

 
No.  The place does not predate 1900 and has no 
identified archaeological values. 
  

 
CHI reference(s) 

 
20227 

 
NZAA site record 
number(s)  

 
None 

 
  

                                                
1 Operative in part, 15 November 2016 and updated 14 December 2016.  



The Heritage Studio Ltd. 

Mountain Court, 4 View Road, Mount Eden | FINAL 
  
 

2 

3.0 Constraints 
This evaluation is based on the information available at the time of the assessment.  
Due to the timeframe presented, historical and contextual research for the evaluation 
was undertaken to an extent that enables the place to be evaluated against the criteria, 
but is not exhaustive.  It is important to note that additional research may yield new 
information about the place.   
 
Access onto the site and within the building(s) was not possible.  The physical 
description and visual observations are therefore based on plans, photographic records 
and those parts of the building visible from the public realm. 
 
This evaluation does not include an assessment of archaeological values or an 
assessment of the importance of the place to Mana Whenua.  Furthermore, this 
evaluation does not include a structural assessment or condition report; any comments 
on the structural integrity or the condition of the building are based on visual 
observations only. 
 

4.0 Historical summary  
Refer to Appendix 1 for a fully referenced historical background and Appendix 2 and 
Appendix 3 for supplementary information. 
 
The land upon which Mountain Court was built formed part of Crown Allotment 3, 
Section 10 of the Suburbs of Auckland.  In 1900, a portion of the Allotment 3, on the 
corner of View and Mount Eden Roads was in the ownership of Auckland merchant, 
William S. Laurie.  The early decades of the twentieth century were a period of 
considerable growth in the locality, aided in part by the opening of the Dominion Road 
and Mount Eden Road tramlines in 1908.  Such developments spurred on the 
subdivision of many existing estates, making Mount Eden one of the fastest-growing 
Auckland suburbs in the early twentieth century. 
 
In 1927, the Laurie estate was subdivided into 23 residential sections, two of which 
(lots 5 and 6) were purchased by milliner, Maude Regan in 1937.  The following month, 
an application was made for the construction of five flats, each comprising four rooms 
and a bathroom, at an approximate cost of £4,300. The plans were drawn up by 
architect, P. C. Garrett (1895-1960), who was responsible for a considerable number of 
architectural commissions during the 1920s and 1930s (refer to Appendix 3). Garrett 
designed the flats – named Mountain Court – in the Spanish Mission style, which 
reflected the late nineteenth/early twentieth century domestic architecture of the south 
western United States.  The style had become popular in New Zealand during the 
interwar period. 
 
Whilst little is known of Miss Regan, she was one of a number of private flat owners 
during the interwar period who invested in what had become a modern trend in 
residential living.  Whilst higher density housing was not a new concept in Auckland’s 
inner-city, a second wave of speculative flat development, particularly after the 
Depression, saw the introduction of this new building type in Auckland’s suburbs.  
Mount Eden, in particular, saw flats built among its villas and bungalows, marking a 
change in social needs and attitudes towards contemporary living during the 1930s. 
 
In 1946, plans were submitted for two additional flats to be constructed to the rear of 
the existing block.  The two-storey structure was designed by architect, A. C. Jeffries 
and adopted the style, materials and finishes of the original building (refer to Appendix 
3).  The addition cost approximately £3,000.  Jeffries was responsible for the design of 
a number of Auckland flats, including two in Mount Eden: the neighbouring Granada 
Flats (1937) and Windsor Hall (1938). 
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Mountain Court remained in the ownership of Miss Regan, and the flats rented out, 
until 1970, when the property was purchased by Samuel Swanston Green, Alan 
McIntyre, William Alfred Douglas Cole, and Herbert Francis Rogerson for the British-
Israel World Federation (New Zealand).  Mr S. S. Green, chairman of the Federation’s 
Auckland branch, was also Mayor of Dargaville from 1956 to 1971.  In 1971, plans 
were submitted for the erection of a fire escape to four of the flats. 
 
In 2005, the property ownership was in the name of the British-Israel World Federation 
(NZ) Auckland Incorporated. In 2015, Mountain Court was purchased by present-owner 
BIL Limited. 
 

5.0 Physical description 
A site visit was undertaken on 13 January 2017, but access onto the site and within the 
building was not made.  For architectural plans and a photographic record, refer to 
Appendix 3 and Appendix 4 respectively. 

Location, context and site 
Mountain Court, 4 View Road is situated in Mount Eden, a well-established Auckland 
suburb located in the centre of the Tamaki isthmus, approximately four kilometres 
south of the CBD.  Mount Eden is roughly bordered by the suburbs of Grafton and 
Kingsland to the north, Balmoral to the south, Epsom to the east, and Morningside and 
Sandringham to the west.  Mount Eden generally comprises a mixture of low-density 
residential and commercial development, and is characterised by its strong collection of 
Victorian and Edwardian residences, areas of green open space, including 
Maungawhau-Mount Eden, and its historic town centre. 
 
 

 
Figure 1: The location of 4 View Road within its local and regional (inset) contexts (Auckland Council 
GeoMaps). 

 
The subject site is situated at the (elevated) eastern end and on the southern side of 
View Road, a secondary road that runs roughly east to west linking the main 
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thoroughfares of Mount Eden and Dominion roads.  The roadside property forms part 
of a slightly elevated 1,012m2 site that gradually rises from north to south.  
Neighbouring properties predominantly comprise a mixture of traditional and modern 
single-house residences, in addition to another block of flats (Granada Flats) that 
occupy the adjacent site.  Access onto the site from View Road is gained via a tarmac 
driveway that runs alongside the western boundary to the rear of the property, and a 
pedestrian entrance that provides access to interconnecting paths.  A communal 
garden is laid out at the front and rear of the property, comprising areas of grass and 
low-level planting, and a number of trees line the boundaries.  A four-bay garage is 
situated at the south-western (rear) corner of the site.  Boundary treatments include 
remnants of (possibly historic) stone walls to the front and side boundaries, in addition 
to a close-boarded timber fence to the rear. 
 
Mountain Court occupies its original site and is orientated to face View Road to the 
north.  The building is positioned close to the northern (front) boundary and extends 
almost the depth of the site.  Its elevated location and building height are likely to afford 
a number of the flats extensive views towards the CBD and of nearby Maungawhau-
Mount Eden. 
 

  
Figure 2: Showing 4 View Road within its broader 
setting (Auckland Council GeoMaps).   

 

 
Figure 3: Close aerial view of Mountain Court.  The 
blue line denotes the site’s formal Certificate of Title 
boundary (Auckland Council GeoMaps). 

 

  
 
Figure 4: View of Mountain Court looking east 
along View Road. 

Figure 5: View Road as it rises to the east.  Note 
the visual prominence of Mountain Court. 
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Structure 

Mountain Court is a prominent two and three-storey building that comprises seven 
purpose-built flats and exhibits strong influences of the Spanish Mission architectural 
style.  Constructed under a series of hipped roofs and arranged over three attached ‘L’-
plan blocks, the brick structure has a painted stucco finish with bands of smooth render 
at the base of the walls and beneath the eaves, and a Marseilles tile roof.  Three sets 
of external masonry stairs provide access to the first and second floor flats, and a metal 
fire escape is visible at the rear of the building.    
 

Exterior 

It addition to its massing and varying ‘stepped’ heights, Mountain Court’s white painted 
walls and contrasting orange roof tiles, typical of the building’s style, contribute to its 
prominence in the streetscape.  Spanish Mission influences are also evident in the 
arched front windows and ground floor entryways decorated with barley twist columns2, 
window shutters, small narrow windows (particularly on the west elevation), and two 
external chimneys with dovecote-type caps.  A series of single, double and triple multi-
glazed timber casement (and top-opening) windows feature throughout the building, in 
addition to small stained-glass units on the west elevation and the double-arched 
windows (mentioned above), which comprise multi-glazed casements and fan-lights.  
All windows are recessed with a plastered cill.  Other decorative elements include 
turned balusters set within the first floor porches, plastered motifs, and a plastered 
plaque featuring the building name – “Mountain Court”. 
 
 

  
 
Figure 6: North (front) and partial east (side) 
elevations, showing how the prominent “stepping” 
of the building’s rooflines. 

 
Figure 7: Note the dominance of the wall massing 
against the small windows on the west (side) 
elevation, typical of Spanish Mission architecture. 

 

  
Figure 8: The double-arched window with hood-
mould and barley twist columns – a notable feature 
of the building, and casement with shutters. 

Figure 9: First floor porch with turned ballusters, 
decorative frieze and a partially cantilevered first 
floor. 

                                                
2 Also called ‘Solomonic’ and ‘Barley-sugar’ columns. 
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Interior 

The interior of Mountain Court was not accessed, but architectural plans for both the 
original building (1937) and the addition (1946), together with property records, indicate 
that each floor of the three blocks consists of one two-bedroomed flat with a communal 
laundry in the basement (refer to Appendix 3). 
 

Condition 
Based on visual observations only, the external fabric and features of the building 
appear to be in very good condition. 
 

Use 

The place retains its original residential use as purpose-built flats. 
 

Summary of key features 

§ The principal building, including all fabric and features associated with its original 
construction (1936) and addition (1946).  

§ The four-bay garage building (some changes are apparent). 
§ Stone boundary walls. 

 

6.0 Comparative analysis  
Refer to Appendix 3 and Appendix 5 for supporting information. 

When considering Mountain Court in relation to other similar or related places within 
the locality or region, a number of comparisons can be made.  A key comparison is 
how Mountain Court compares with other purpose-built flat buildings within the locality 
and region; and from an architectural perspective, other buildings influenced by the 
Spanish Mission style, together with buildings designed by architects, P. C. Garrett and 
A. C. Jeffries.  The comparisons made are based on the known places within the 
locality and region, and the level of research permitted within the project timeframes.  It 
is therefore acknowledged that more targeted research leading to a broader 
comprehensive comparison with other heritage places within a broader geographic 
area may yield further information. 
 

Historic theme and building type: Flats 

The introduction of flats as a building type into New Zealand’s urban landscape during 
the early decades of the twentieth century, represented a shift in how many people 
chose to live.  They became a popular alternative to the detached home and garden, 
which had become the New Zealand ‘ideal’, and were seen as symbols of progress and 
sophistication.  One of the earliest purpose-built flats in Auckland, and possibly New 
Zealand, was Middle Courtville (1914).  Speculative developers continued to see the 
potential of flat construction during the 1920s and 30s, with some of the most well-
known, architect-designed, inner-city examples constructed during this period.  
Examples include T. Mullions and S. Smith’s Shortland Flats (1922-3), A. Sinclair 
O’Connor’s Espano Flats (1926-7) and Brooklyn Apartments (1929-30), and Horace 
Massey’s award-winning Cintra Flats (1935-6). 
 
Flats were not just an inner-city lifestyle option; they became increasingly popular in 
many Auckland suburbs.  A relatively small number of suburban flats are scheduled as 
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significant historic heritage places in the AUP, which include the Stichbury Apartments, 
Herne Bay (1915);  Mayfair Flats, Parnell (1929); Marino Gardens, Mount Eden (1935); 
and Garden Court Flats, Mission Bay (1936).  Mount Eden, in particular, was one 
suburb where blocks of flats became a prominent addition to its built landscape during 
the interwar period.  At least 14 purpose-built flat buildings exist from this period, 
located on, or in close proximity to Mount Eden Road. 
 
Mountain Court is one of the 14 interwar flats in Mount Eden that represent an 
important theme in the suburb’s historical development.  Built in 1937, Mountain Court 
is one of the later examples of this building type constructed during a second wave of 
flat development following the Great Depression.  Only one example (Marino Gardens) 
is currently scheduled in the AUP.  The 14 buildings share similarities in scale, being 
one or two storeys in height, but vary in terms of architectural styles and material 
finishes.  They range from timber, bungalow-inspired buildings to those exhibiting Art 
Deco, Spanish Mission and international influences.  The closest comparisons to 
Mountain Court are Valley View (c.1929) and Windsor Hall (1938) (both located on 
Mount Eden Road) for their projecting bay(s), similar materials and finishes, and hints 
of the Spanish Mission style.  Mountain Court’s more unusual plan and stepped 
arrangement over three storeys, however, sets it apart from the other examples. 
 

Architectural style: Spanish Mission 

The Spanish Mission architectural style was first introduced to New Zealand following 
the construction of the Auckland Grammar School (1913-16).  Whilst the style was 
adopted in the design of educational, civic, commercial and residential buildings during 
the 1920s, it was following the Napier Earthquake in 1931 that it began to be more 
readily adopted in residential architecture as a variation of the broader bungalow form.  
In Auckland, a number of notable buildings designed with Spanish Mission influences 
included the Espano Flats, Auckland CBD (1927); Rendell House, Remuera (1927); the 
Pasadena Buildings, Point Chevalier (1930); and Lopdell House, Titirangi (1936).   
 
Although comparisons can be drawn, in building type and style, between Mountain 
Court and Espano Flats, the subject building shares greater similarities with the more 
modestly-scaled Spanish Mission residences in Auckland, including Rendell House 
(mentioned above) and houses on Smale and Oliver streets in Point Chevalier 
(c.1935).  Exhibiting many elements associated with the style – painted stucco walls, 
terracotta tile roofs, arched openings, and prominent chimneys – Mountain Court 
appears to be one of the more intact and representative examples of the Spanish 
Mission style in Mount Eden.   
 

The work of P. C. Garrett and A. C. Jeffries 

Mountain Court represents the design work of Auckland architect, P. C. Garrett, who, 
although not a well-known architect, was responsible for a reasonable number of 
commissions during the interwar period.  Based on what is known of his body of work, 
Garrett designed a variety of building types, but residential and shop designs were his 
mainstay.  As few specific examples of his work are currently known, it is difficult to 
compare Mountain Court with his other commissions.  Those that are known, such as 
41 Lake Road, Devonport (1922) and the Onehunga Lawn Tennis Club’s Pavilion 
(1922), differ in style and use of materials.  Built in 1937, Mountain Court also 
represents one of Garrett’s last projects before taking up a position with the Public 
Works Department, where he was responsible for the design of a series of buildings at 
Middlemore Hospital. 
 
Mountain Court’s 1946 rear addition was designed by Auckland architect, A. C. Jeffries.  
Jeffries also worked predominantly during the interwar period, mainly on residential 
designs.  He was responsible for a number of Spanish Mission inspired buildings in 
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Auckland, such as the Pasadena Buildings, Point Chevalier (1930), and the Windsor 
Hall block of flats, Mount Eden (1938).  The additions to Mountain Court represent one 
of his last known commissions, and whilst he was clearly inspired by the Spanish 
Mission style, his design evidently reflects the architectural vocabulary of the original 
building.   
 

7.0 Significance criteria  
(a) Historical 

The place reflects important or representative aspects of national, regional or 
local history, or is associated with an important event, person, group of people or 
idea or early period of settlement within the nation, region or locality. 

 
Mountain Court has moderate historical value for reflecting changing social needs 
and attitudes towards suburban living during the interwar period.  Initially 
introduced in response to inner-city population growth and overcrowding during 
the 1910s and 1920s, privately-developed, purpose-built flats offered a new type 
of fashionable accommodation that became symbols of progress and 
sophistication.  Constructed during a second wave of flat development following 
the Great Depression, Mountain Court is of importance for illustrating the 
continued desirability of this ‘modern’ trend in residential living and its increasing 
popularity within the locality during the 1930s.  
 
This pattern of flat development is particularly prevalent in Mount Eden, a suburb 
that boasts one of the strongest groups of interwar flat buildings in the region.  
Mountain Court is of note for representing this important theme in the history of 
the suburb’s development. 
 
With little known about Mountain Court’s original owner, Maude Regan and with 
only loose connections with former Dargaville Mayor, Samuel Swanston Green, 
the place is not considered to be strongly associated with a person or group of 
people who made a significant contribution to the history of nation, region or 
locality. 

 
The place has moderate historical value within the locality.  

 
 

(b) Social 

The place has a strong or special association with, or is held in high esteem by, a 
particular community or cultural group for its symbolic, spiritual, commemorative, 
traditional or other cultural value. 

 
As a prominent building located close to the main thoroughfare of Mount Eden 
Road, and featuring in the Maungawhau Heritage Walks leaflet, Mountain Court 
is a historical marker that the local community identifies with.  Nevertheless, the 
place is not known to have a strong or special association with any community or 
cultural groups or to be held in high public esteem.  As such, the place is 
considered to have little social value at this time. 
 
The place has little social value. 
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(c) Mana Whenua  

The place has a strong or special association with, or is held in high esteem by, 
Mana Whenua for its symbolic, spiritual, commemorative, traditional or other 
cultural value. 
 
An assessment of the place’s value to Mana Whenua has not been undertaken 
as part of this evaluation. 
 
 
(d) Knowledge 

The place has potential to provide knowledge through scientific or scholarly study 
or to contribute to an understanding of the cultural or natural history of the nation, 
region or locality. 
 
As a purpose-built block of flats established during a period when this building 
type had become increasingly popular in both the inner-city and suburban 
landscape, Mountain Court may have the potential to provide knowledge about 
the suburban lifestyle of flat dwellers during Auckland’s interwar period.  
However, its potential to yield meaningful or useful information not already 
available from other places or sources is limited.  Furthermore, the provision of 
on-site interpretation is not feasible given the place’s use as private residences. 
 
The place has little knowledge value. 

 
 

(e) Technological 

The place demonstrates technical accomplishment, innovation or achievement in 
its structure, construction, components or use of materials. 
 
The place is not known to demonstrate a creative or technical accomplishment, 
innovation or achievement in its structure, construction, components or use of 
materials and as such is considered to have no technological value. 
 
The place has no technological value. 

 
 

(f) Physical attributes  

The place is a notable or representative example of a type, design or style, 
method of construction, craftsmanship or use of materials or the work of a 
notable architect, designer, engineer or builder. 
 
Mountain Court has considerable physical attributes value as an important 
building type with an unusual form, and as a notable example of Spanish Mission 
architecture in the locality.   
 
Purpose-built as flats in 1937 (addition, 1946), Mountain Court demonstrates a 
shift in the character of suburban dwellings from detached houses to higher-
density living, and is significant as a good representative example of the ‘flats’ 
building type in the locality.  Also of note is the building’s unusual plan and 
varying heights.  Arranged over three attached ‘L-plan’ blocks and stepping 
between two and three-storeys, Mountain Court has a form unlike any other flat 
building in the locality and possibly the region.  The place incorporates many of 
the features and finishes associated with the Spanish Mission style – a distinctive 
style that became increasingly popular in New Zealand’s residential design during 
the 1930s.  The use of stucco walls, a terracotta tile roof, arched openings, 
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twisted columns and prominent chimneys reveals the close attention paid to the 
Spanish Mission style in the building’s design.  Mountain Court is of particular 
importance as a substantially intact model of this architectural style in the locality. 
 
A late example of the work of Auckland architects, P. C. Garrett (original building, 
1937) and A. C. Jeffries (addition, 1946), Mountain Court is one of a number of 
residential commissions undertaken by the architects during their careers.  
Although less prolific than other architects active during the interwar period, 
Garrett and Jeffries were nevertheless responsible for a reasonable number of 
architectural projects across the region.  Based on the little that is known about 
their work portfolios, Mountain Court is of interest for having the potential to 
represent a departure, in type and style, from Garrett’s other designs, and as a 
late, but representative, example of Jeffries’ works that are influenced by the 
Spanish Mission style.  
 
The place has considerable physical attributes value within the locality. 
 
 
(g) Aesthetic  

The place is notable or distinctive for its aesthetic, visual, or landmark qualities.  
 
With a distinctive architectural style, unusual stepped arrangement over two and 
three-storeys and an elevated location on the View Road rise, Mountain Court is 
notable for its aesthetic qualities and prominent streetscape presence.  
Conspicuous and familiar in the context of the locality, the place’s visual appeal 
derives from its relationship with its original garden setting, particularly when 
viewed in the foreground of nearby Maungawhau-Mount Eden. 
 
The place has considerable aesthetic value within the locality. 

 
 

(h) Context 

The place contributes to or is associated with a wider historical or cultural 
context, streetscape, townscape, landscape or setting. 
 
Mountain Court has considerable context value for its notable contribution to a 
dispersed yet inter-related group of known heritage places in the locality and 
region, and for occupying its original, predominantly intact site for 80 years.  The 
place is a key example of over a dozen purpose-built flats built in Mount Eden 
during the interwar period that collectively reflect an important theme in the 
history and development of the locality and region.  It also positively contributes 
to an architecturally varied streetscape.  

 
The place has considerable context value within the locality and region. 

 

8.0 Statement of significance  
Built in 1937 as a block of flats, Mountain Court has moderate historical value for 
reflecting changing social needs and attitudes towards suburban living during the 
interwar period.  As an important building type with unusual form and a notable 
example of Spanish Mission architecture in the locality, the place has considerable 
physical attributes value.  With its distinctive architectural style, unusual stepped 
arrangement over two and three-storeys and an elevated location on the View Road 
rise, the place has considerable aesthetic value for its visual qualities and prominent 
street presence.  Mountain Court has considerable context value for its notable 
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10.0 Recommendations   
§ Based on the preceding evaluation, Mountain Court, 4 View Road is shown to 

demonstrate considerable physical attributes, aesthetic and context values, and 
moderate historical values within the locality. 

 
§ Overall, the place is of considerable historic heritage significance within the 

locality. 
 
§ The extent of place includes all that land captured within the CT boundary, 

including stone boundary walls, as shown in Figure 10. 
 

11.0 Table of Historic Heritage Values  
Significance Criteria (A-
H) 

Value* (None, Little, 
Moderate, Considerable, 
Exceptional) 

Context (Local, Regional, 
National, International) 

A- Historical  
 

Moderate Local 

B- Social 
 

Little Local 

C- Mana Whenua 
 

Not evaluated  Not evaluated 

D- Knowledge 
 

Little  Local 

E- Technological  
 

None N/a 

F- Physical Attributes  
 

Considerable Local 

G- Aesthetic 
 

Considerable Local 

H- Context  
 

Considerable Local and Regional  

 
 
*Levels of significance or value: 
 
Exceptional:  of outstanding importance and interest; retention of the identified 
value(s)/significance is essential. 
 
Considerable:  of great importance and interest; retention of the identified 
value(s)/significance is very important. 
 
Moderate: of some importance and interest; retention of the identified 
value(s)/significance is desirable.  
 
Little: of limited importance and interest. 
 
NA/None:  none identified 
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12.0 Overall significance 
Place Name and/or 
Description 

Mountain Court 
4 View Road, Mount Eden 
 

Category B 
 

Primary Feature Mountain Court, the principal building; stone boundary 
walls. 
 

Known Heritage Values F, G, H 
 

Extent of Place All that land captured within the CT boundary, including 
the stone boundary walls, as shown in Figure 10. 
 

Exclusions Interior of building(s). 
 

Additional Controls for 
Archaeological Sites or 
Features 
 

 

Place of Maori Interest 
or Significance 
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The Heritage Studio Ltd.       
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Date: 
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1927, the executors of the estate (the three male family members) subdivided the lots 
into 23 residential lots.13   
 

Mountain Court  

In June 1937, lots 5 and 6 were acquired by milliner, Maude Regan.14  The following 
month, an application was made to the Borough of Mount Eden on behalf of Miss 
Regan for the construction of five flats, each comprising four rooms and a bathroom, at 
an approximate cost of £4,300.15  The building plans were drawn up by architect, P. C. 
Garrett (1895-1960), who was responsible for a considerable number of architectural 
commissions during the 1920s and 1930s.16  Garrett designed the flats – named 
Mountain Court – in the Spanish Mission style, which appears to have been a 
departure from his earlier designs.  The style reflected the late nineteenth/early 
twentieth century domestic architecture of the south western United States, which had 
become popular first in Australia and then New Zealand during the interwar period.17 
 
Whilst little is known of Miss Regan, she was one of a number of private flat owners 
during the interwar period who invested in this modern trend in residential living.  Whilst 
higher density housing was not a new concept in Auckland’s inner-city, a second wave 
of speculative flat development, particularly after the Depression, saw the introduction 
of this new building type in Auckland’s suburbs.  Mount Eden, in particular, saw flats 
built among its villas and bungalows, marking a change in social needs and attitudes 
towards contemporary living during the 1930s.18 
 
In 1946, plans were submitted for two additional flats to be constructed at the rear of 
the existing block.  The two-storey structure was designed by architect, A. C. Jeffries 
and adopted the style, materials and finishes of the original building.  The addition cost 
approximately £3,000.19  Jeffries was responsible for the design of a number of 
Auckland flats, including two in Mount Eden: the neighbouring Granada Flats (1937) 
and Windsor Hall (1938).20 
 
Mountain Court remained in the ownership of Miss Regan until 1970, when the 
property was purchased by Samuel Swanston Green, Alan McIntyre, William Alfred 
Douglas Cole, and Herbert Francis Rogerson for the British-Israel World Federation 
(New Zealand).21  Mr S. S. Green, chairman of the Federation’s Auckland branch, was 
Mayor of Dargaville from 1956 to 1971.22  In 1971, an application to the Borough of 
Mount Eden for the erection of a fire escape to four flats was made.23  This involved the 
creation of additional egress points for flats 2, 4, 5 and 7. 
 
Further names transfers on the Certificate of Title were made in 1992 and 2003 to Tom 
Burroughs, Ray Gasparich, Robert Kemp and Anne Cope, and Ray Gasparich, Robert 
Kemp, Anne Cope and Barry Clark respectively.24  In 2005, the property ownership was 
in the name of the British-Israel World Federation (NZ) Auckland Incorporated.25  In 
2015, Mountain Court was purchased by present-owner BIL Limited.26 
                                                
13 DP 20954, LINZ records. 
14 CTs 101/255 and NA689/196, LINZ records. 
15 Auckland Council property records: 4 View Road, Mount Eden. 
16 Ibid.  Refer to Appendix 3 for further details. 
17 Refer to Appendix 5 for more information. 
18 Refer to Appendix 5 for more information. 
19 Auckland Council property records: 4 View Road, Mount Eden. 
20 Refer to Appendix 3 and Appendix 5 for further details. 
21 CT NA689/196, LINZ records; Auckland Council property records: 4 View Road, Mount Eden.  For more information 
on the history of the British-Israel World Federation refer to: http://www.britishisrael.co.uk/history.php (accessed 
09.02.2017). 
22 Auckland Council property records: 4 View Road, Mount Eden; Obituary, New Zealand Herald, 7 August 1976, 4. 
23 Auckland Council property records: 4 View Road, Mount Eden. 
24 CT NA689/196, LINZ records. 
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid. 
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Chronological summary 

Chronology of events and changes 

The following table is a chronological summary of known key events and physical 
changes associated with Mountain Court. 
 
 
Date 

 

Event/Change 
 

1845 Original Allotment 3, Section 10, Suburbs of Auckland was purchased 
under Crown Grant by speculative investor, Hastings Atkins. 

1900 Part of original Allotment 3, which comprised five lots on the corner of 
View and Mount Eden roads, was in the ownership of William Swinton 
Laurie. 

1927 The Laurie estate was subdivided into 23 residential lots. 
1937 Lots 5 and 6 were acquired by Miss Maude Regan.  Mountain Court was 

constructed in the Spanish Mission style, to a design by architect, P. C. 
Garrett.  The two and three-storey structure comprised five self-
contained flats and a basement. 

1946 Plans were submitted for the erection of a two-storey addition to the rear 
of the building, which incorporated two further flats.  The addition was 
designed by architect, A. C. Jeffries. 

1970 The property was purchased by Samuel Swanston Green, Alan McIntyre, 
William Alfred Douglas Cole, and Herbert Francis Rogerson for the 
British-Israel World Federation (New Zealand). 

1971 An application was made for the erection of fire escapes to flats 2, 4, 5 
and 7. 

1992 The names on the Certificate of Title changed to Tom Burroughs, Ray 
Gasparich, Robert Kemp and Anne Cope. 

2003 Further name changes to Ray Gasparich, Robert Kemp, Anne Cope and 
Barry Clark were made. 

2005 The property ownership was in the name of the British-Israel World 
Federation (NZ) Auckland Incorporated. 

2015 Present owner BIL Limited acquired the property. 
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LINZ records: Deposit Plans 

 
Figure 14: Plan showing part of original Allotment 3 owned by W. S. Laurie, subdivided into five lots 

(1900).  Note references to the stone walls. 
DP 2369, LINZ records. 
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The following table lists the known works of P. C. Garrett undertaken during the course 
of his career.  The list is not necessarily exhaustive, being largely based on tender 
notices advertised in newspapers of the time.  Whilst some notices include a buildings 
name, the majority refer only the building type and street or suburb, making it difficult to 
make a connection between the notice and a particular building.  Where a possible 
association has been made, based on other sources, this has been included in 
brackets.  It is also possible that a number of the buildings no longer exist.   
 
 

Date Project (tenders for): Source 

1921 
 
House, Epsom. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LVIII, Issue 17910, 
12 October 1921, Page 14, Papers Past 

1922 

 
Garage, Khyber Pass Road (concrete 
blocks). 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LIX, Issue 18083, 6 
May 1922, Page 5, Papers Past 

1922 

 
Alterations and additions to residence, 
Epsom. 
 

Auckland Star, volume LIII, Issue 125, 30 May 
1922, Page 16, Papers Past 

1922 

 
Pavilion in wood at Royal Oak (for 
Onehunga Lawn Tennis Club). 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LIX, Issue 18130, 
30 June 1922, Page 12, Papers Past 

1922 

 
Alterations to house, Symonds Street, 
Onehunga. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LIX, Issue 18200, 
20 September 1922, Page 3, Papers Past 

1922 

 
House in wood, Heywood Crescent, 
Epsom. 
 

Auckland Star, Volume LIII, Issue 237, 6 October 
1922, Page 10, Papers Past 

1922 

 
Alterations and additions to residence at 
Mount Eden, in wood. 
 

New Zealand Herald, volume LIX, Issue 18239, 4 
November 1922, Page 6, Papers Past 

1922 

 
New municipal buildings, in brick and 
reinforced concrete, for the Newmarket 
Borough Council. 
 

Progress, Volume XVIII, Issue 4, 1 December 
1922, Page 22, Papers Past 

1922 

 
House at Devonport, in wood. 
(Possibly 41 Lake Road for G. Ewington, 
built by builder, William Reid). 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LIX, Issue 18272, 
13 December 1922, Page 6, Papers Past 
 
The University of Auckland Library, Architecture 
Archive, Sheppard Collection G239p. 

1923 

 
Extensive additions to residence, Mount 
Eden. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LX, Issue 18306, 
24 January 1923, Page 4, Papers Past 

1923 

 
House, in wood, Shelly Beach Road, 
Ponsonby. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LX, Issue 18358, 
26 March 1923, Page 14, Papers Past 

1923 

 
Two-storey house in wood, Mount Eden 
Road. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LX, Issue 18374, 
14 April 1923, Page 6, Papers Past 

1923  
 
Cottage at Royal Oak, in wood. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LX, Issue 18391, 5 
May 1923, Page 6, Papers Past 
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Date Project (tenders for): Source 

1923 

 
Two shops in brick and alterations, 
Manukau Road, Parnell (with R. W. 
Maclaurin). 
 

New Zealand Herald, volume LX, Issue 18414, 1 
June 1923, Page 16, Papers Past 

1923 

 
Two-storey house (in wood), Hamilton (with 
Maclaurin). 
 

Auckland Star, Volume LIV, Issue 203, 25 August 
1923, Page 10, Papers Past 

1923 
 
Shop at St Heliers Bay (with Maclaurin). 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LX, Issue 18537, 
23 October 1923, Page 12, Papers Past 

1923 

 
Midlands Private Hotel, Epsom – 
alterations and additions in wood (with 
Maclaurin). 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LX, Issue 18548, 5 
November 1923, Page 12, Papers Past 

1924 

 
Residence (brick and wood), Mountain 
Road, Epsom (with Maclaurin). 
 

Auckland Star, Volume 55, Issue 19, 23 January 
1924, Page 7, Papers Past 

1924 

 
Alterations and additions to residence at 
Devonport (with Maclaurin). 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXI Issue 18600, 7 
January 1924, Page 12, Papers Past 

1924 

 
Alterations and additions to a residence at 
Papatoetoe (with Maclaurin). 
 

Auckland Star, Volume LV, Issue 37, 13 February 
1924, Page 7, Papers Past 

1924 
 
Shops at St Heliers Bay (with Maclaurin). 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXI, Issue 18632, 
13 February 1924, Page 16, Papers Past 

1924 
 
House in wood – Epsom. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXI, Issue 18680, 9 
April 1924, Page 18, Papers Past 

1924 

 
Seaside residence at Manly Beach (with 
Maclaurin). 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXI, Issue 18771, 
26 July 1924, page 6, Papers Past 

1924 

 
Residence (two storeys) in brick and wood, 
St Heliers Bay Road (with Maclaurin). 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXI, Issue 18802, 1 
September 1924, Page 14, Papers Past 

1924 

 
Shop in brick, St Heliers Bay (with 
Maclaurin). 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXI, Issue 18843, 
18 October 1924, Page 5, Papers Past 

1925 
 
3 shops at St Heliers Bay. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXII, Issue 19065, 
9 July 1925, Page 4, Papers Past 

1925 
 
Residence Royal Oak. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXII, Issue 19083, 
31 July 1925, Page 18, Papers Past 

1925 

 
Shops in brick and concrete at Royal Oak. 
(Possibly the Farrelly, Phillips and 
Herbert buildings). 
 

New Zealand Herald, volume LXII, Issue 19151, 
17 October 1925, Page 8, Papers Past 
 
Obituary, Manukau Progress, 8 June 1960. 

1925 
 
House in wood at Narrow Neck, Devonport. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXII, Issue 19191, 
3 December 1925, Page 3, Papers Past 

1926 

 
House in wood, Bannerman Road, 
Morningside. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXIII, Issue 19473, 
1 November 1926, Page 20, Papers Past 



The Heritage Studio Ltd. 

Mountain Court, 4 View Road, Mount Eden | FINAL 
  
 

31 

Date Project (tenders for): Source 

1927 
 
House at Point Chevalier. 
 

Auckland Star, Volume LVIII, Issue 174, 26 July 
1927, Page 20, Papers Past 

1927 
 
House at Mission Bay. 
 

Auckland Star, Volume LVIII, Issue 193, 17 
August 1927, Page 5, Papers Past 

1929 
 
Residence in wood, Remuera. 
 

Auckland Star, Volume LX, Issue 74, 28 March 
1929, Page 5, Papers Past 

1929 

 
Additional storey to brick shops at Royal  
Oak. 
 

Auckland Star, Volume LX, Issue 127, 31 May 
1929, Page 5, Papers Past 

1929 
 
Residence in wood at Mission Bay. 
 

Auckland Star, Volume LX, Issue 137, 12 June 
1929, Page 5, Papers Past 

1929 
 
Residence in wood, Paratai Drive, Orakei. 
 

Auckland Star, Volume LX, Issue 234, 3 October 
1929, Page 32, Papers Past 

1930 
 
House, Belmont, Takapuna. 
 

Auckland Star, Volume LXI, Issue 49, 27 
February 1930, Page 3, Papers Past 

1930 
 
House in wood, Otorohanga. 
 

Auckland Star, Volume LXI, Issue 65, 18 March 
1930, Page 20, Papers Past 

1933 
 
Residence in wood, Royal Oak. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXX, Issue 21597, 
15 September 1933, Page 20, Papers Past 

1935 

 
Residence, Gladwin Road, Epsom, in 
wood. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXII, Issue 22084, 
13 April 1935, Page 7, Papers Past 

1935 
 
Additions – House in wood, St Heliers Bay. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXII, Issue 22227, 
30 September 1935, Page 18, Papers Past 

1935 
 
Residence, St Heliers Bay. 
 

Auckland Star, Volume LXVI, Issue 241, 11 
October 1935, Page 16, Papers Past 

1936 

 
Tennis Pavilion, Winstone Park, Dominion 
Road. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXIII, Issue 
22588, 28 November 1936, Page 6, Papers Past  

1937 
 
Two residences in wood, Epsom. 
 

Auckland Star, Volume LXVIII, Issue 60, 12 
March 1937, Page 3, Papers Past 

1937 

 
Flats – brick and wood, Mount Eden. 
(Mountain Court Flats) 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXIV, Issue 
22753, 12 June 1937, Page 24, Papers Past 

1938 

 
New cabaret and alterations to shop at 
Bucklands Beach. 
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXV, Issue 23148, 
21 September 1938, Page 28, Papers Past 

1944-5 

 
Middlemore Hospital, Otahuhu. 
(including: Block K (1944); Occupational 
Therapy Block I (1944); Block M (1944); 
Inflammable Block U (1944); Incinerator 
Block V (1944); Pump House Block W 
(1944); Residence Block X; Residence 
Block Y; Additions Optical Shop D.N.B. 
(1945); Battery Charging Building (1945)). 
 

The University of Auckland Library, Architecture 
Archive, Sheppard Collection G239p. 

c.1957 Cuthbert Kindergarten Building, Onehunga. 
 
Obituary, Manukau Progress, 8 June 1960. 
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Architect: A. C. Jeffries  

The two-storey addition at the rear of Mountain Court was designed by Auckland 
architect, A. C. (Atkinson Crockett) Jeffries (1894-1977).  Jeffries’ education involved 
studying trade drawing at the Auckland Technical College, passing in trade drawing in 
1909, and in building construction and drawing in 1912 and 1913.34  He worked in 
partnership with A. B. Crocombe from 1924 until 1927, when he commenced practice 
on his own behalf.35  Over the following ten years, Jeffries was responsible for a 
number of residences, shops, flats, factories and a hall.  Some of his more well-known 
commissions include the Spanish Mission style Pasadena Buildings, Point Chevalier 
(1929-30), and the Buckland Hall, Pukekohe (1932).   
 
The following table lists the known independent works of A. C. Jeffries.  The list is not 
necessarily exhaustive, being largely based on tender notices advertised in 
newspapers of the time.  Whilst some notices include a buildings name, the majority 
refer only the building type and street or suburb, making it difficult to make a 
connection between the notice and a particular building.  Some of the buildings may no 
longer exist.   
 
 

Date Project (tenders for): Source 

1927 Residence at Avondale South (in brick). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXIV, Issue 19717, 
17 August 1927, Page 22, Papers Past 
 

1927 Residence at Dominion Road (in brick). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXIV, Issue 19717, 
17 August 1927, Page 22, Papers Past 
 

1927 Residence at Albany (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXIV, Issue 19810, 
3 December 1927, Page 8, Papers Past 
 

1928 Bungalow at Point Chevalier. 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LIX, Issue 76, 30 March 
1938, Page 5, Papers Past 
 

1928 Residence at Dominion Road. 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LIX, Issue 115, 17 May 
1928, Page 24, Papers Past 
 

1928 

 
Shops, 1224-1228 Great North Road, Point 
Chevalier. 
 

Auckland Council property records. 

1928 Residence at Milford (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXV, Issue 19974, 
16 June 1928, Page 5, Papers Past 
 

1928 Block of five two-storey tenements and 
garages (in brick). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXV, Issue 20040, 
1 September 1928, Page 16, Papers Past 
 

1928 Factory in City (reinforced concrete and 
brick) for W. Naismith Esq. 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXV, Issue 20073, 
10 October 1928, Page 5, Papers Past 
 

                                                
34 Auckland Technical College Examination Results, New Zealand Herald, 23 December 1909, Papers Past; Science 
and Art Examination Results, New Zealand Herald, 22 February 1912, Papers Past; Science and Art South Kensington 
Passes, New Zealand Herald, 31 January 1913, Papers Past 
35 Page 20 Advertisements Column 4, New Zealand Herald, 11 June 1927, Papers Past; Page 18 Advertisements 
Column 3, Auckland Star, 17 June 1927, Papers Past 
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Date Project (tenders for): Source 

1928 Three cottage at Putaruru and three 
cottages at Waiuku (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXV, Issue 20094, 
3 November 1928, Page 18, Papers Past 
 

1928 Residence at Swanson (in wood). 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LIX, Issue 276, 21 
November 1928, Page 5, Papers Past 
 

1929 Shop at Mount Eden (in brick). 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LX, Issue 45, 22 February 
1929, Page 5, Papers Past 
 

1929 Residence at Edendale (in wood). 

 
Auckand Star, Volume LX, Issue 81, 6 April 1929, 
Page 21, Papers Past 
 

1929 Residence at Mount Albert (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXVI, Issue 20258, 
18 May 1929, Page 16, Papers Past 
 

1929 Brick residence in City. 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXVI, Issue 20288, 
22 June 1929, Page 5, Papers Past 
 

1929 Two residences, New North Road, 
Kingsland (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXVI, Issue 20348, 
31 August 1929, Page 5, Papers Past 
 

1929 Residence at Epsom (in wood). 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LX, Issue 269, 13 
November 1929, Page 5, Papers Past 
 

1929 Residence at Mount Eden. 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXVI, Issue 20419, 
22 November 1929, Page 24, Papers Past 
 

1929 Residence at Parnell (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXVI, Issue 20440, 
17 December 1929, Papers Past 
 

1929 

 
Pasadena Buildings, Point Chevalier (for 
builder C. B. Short). 
 

Auckland Council property records. 

1930 Two-storey residence at Morningside (in 
reinforced concrete and block work). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXVII, Issue 20522, 
25 March 1930, Page 20, Papers Past 
 

1930 Residence at Birkenhead (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXVII, Issue 20529, 
2 April 1930, Papers Past 
 

1930 Small alterations to house, Onehunga. 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXI, Issue 109, 10 May 
1930, Page 23, Papers Past 
 

1930 Residence at Morningside (in wood). 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXI, Issue 109, 10 May 
1930, Page 23, Papers Past 
 

1930 

 
Additions to factory at 37 West Street, 
Newton (in reinforced concrete and block 
work). 
 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXVII, Issue 20567, 
19 May 1930, Page 18, Papers Past 
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Date Project (tenders for): Source 

1930 Brick shop in City. 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXVII, Issue 20579, 
2 June 1930, Papers Past 
 

1930 Residence at Morningside (concrete and 
wood). 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXI, Issue 187, 9 August 
1930, Page 6, Papers Past  
 

1930 Boot factory at Parnell (in reinforced 
concrete and brick) for W. Monks Ltd. 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXVII, Issue 20734, 
29 November 1930, Page 8, Papers Past 
 

1931 Completion of shop and flats, Mount Eden 
Road. 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXVIII, Issue 
20881, 25 May 1931, Page 16, Papers Past 
 

1932 Buckland Hall, Buckland (Trianco building 
blocks). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXIX, Issue 21315, 
17 October 1932, Page 15, Papers Past 
 

1932 Storey and a half residence, Mission Bay. 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXIII, Issue 259, 1 
November 1932, Page 16, Papers Past 
 

1932 Alterations, additions to residence at 
Epsom. 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXIX, Issue 21351, 
28 November 1932, Page 16, Papers Past 
 

1933 Shop, dwelling and bakehouse at 
Pukekohe (concrete and brick). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXX, Issue 21471, 
20 April 1933, Page 4, Papers Past 
 

1933 Bungalow, Mount Albert. 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXIV, Issue 189, 12 
August 1933, Page 5, Papers Past 
 

1933 Alterations to two houses, City. 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXX, Issue 21609, 
29 September 1933, Page 18, Papers Past 
 

1934 Alterations to city residence. 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXV, Issue 14, 17 January 
1934, Page 3, Papers Past 
 

1934 Residence at East Tamaki (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXI, Issue 21840, 
30 June 1934, Page 19, Papers Past 
 

1934 Residence at Onehunga (in wood). 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXV, Issue 195, 18 
August 1934, Page 5, Papers Past 
 

1934 Residence at Mount Albert (in wood).  

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXV, Issue 245, 16 
October 1934, Page 18, Papers Past 
 

1934 Residence at Manurewa (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXI, Issue 21945, 
31 October 1934, Page 3, Papers Past 
 

1934 Six houses at Otahuhu (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXI, Issue 21963, 
21 November 1934, Page 3, Papers Past 
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Date Project (tenders for): Source 

1934 Residence at Henderson. 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXV, Issue 277, 22 
November 1934, Page 29, Papers Past 
 

1935 Residence at Remuera (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXII, Issue 22022, 
31 January 1935, Page 20, Papers Past 
 

1935 Residence at Orakei (brick veneer). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXII, Issue 22081, 
10 April 1935, Page 24, Papers Past 
 

1935 Residence at Mount Eden (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXII, Issue 22160, 
13 July 1935, Page 7, Papers Past 
 

1935 Residence at Dominion Road (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXII, Issue 22166, 
20 July 1935, Page 7, Papers Past 
 

1935 Two-storey block of eight flats (in brick) at 
Mount Eden. 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXII, Issue 22166, 
20 July 1935, Page 7, Papers Past 
 

1935 Residence at Northcote (in wood). 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXVI, Issue 185, 7 August 
1935, Page 9, Papers Past 
 

1935 Residence at Putaruru (in wood). 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXVI, Issue 185, 7 August 
1935, Page 9, Papers Past 
 

1935 Residence at Point Chevalier (brick 
veneer). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXII, Issue 22205, 
4 September 1925, Page 4, Papers Past 
 

1935 Residence at Maramarua, near Pokeno (in 
wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXII, Issue 22205, 
4 September 1925, Page 4, Papers Past 
 

1935 Shop in Takanini (brick and concrete). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXII, Issue 22205, 
4 September 1925, Page 4, Papers Past 
 

1935 Residence at Mount Albert (in wood). 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXVI, Issue 227, 25 
September 1935, Page 9, Papers Past 
 

1935 Residence at Remuera (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXII, Issue 22269, 
18 November 1935, Page 22, Papers Past 
 

1935 Residence at Onehunga (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXII, Issue 22269, 
18 November 1935, Page 22, Papers Past 
 

1935 Residence at Motutara (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXII, Issue 22269, 
18 November 1935, Page 22, Papers Past 
 

1935 Residence at Herne Bay (in wood). 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXVI, Issue 296, 14 
December 1935, Page 30, Papers Past 
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Date Project (tenders for): Source 

1936 Hotel at Kaeo, North Auckland (brick 
veneer and steeltex). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXIII, Issue 
22412, 7 May 1936, Page 22, Papers Past 
 

1936 Residence at Epsom (in wood). 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXIII, Issue 
22412, 7 May 1936, Page 22, Papers Past 
 

1936 Residence at One Tree Hill (brick veneer). 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXVII, Issue 172, 22 July 
1936, Page 5, Papers Past 
 

1936 Residence at Kohimarama. 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXVII, Issue 237, 6 
October 1936, Page 20, Papers Past 
 

1936 
 
11 Canterbury Place, Parnell. 
 

Auckland Council property records. 

1937 

 
Two-storey block of five flats, 2 View Road, 
Mount Eden (refer to Appendix 5). 
 

Auckland Council property records. 

1937 Residence at Warkworth (brick veneer). 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXIV, Issue 
22628, 16 January 1937, Page 21, Papers Past 
 

1937 Alterations to residence, Parnell. 

 
New Zealand Herald, Volume LXXIV, Issue 
22641, 1 February 1937, Page 18, Papers Past 
 

1937 Two-storey flats (brick and Steeltex) at St 
Heliers Bay. 

 
Auckland Star, Volume LXVIII, Issue 210, 4 
September 1937, Page 5, Papers Past 
 

1946 

 
Addition to Mountain Court Flats, 4 View 
Road, Mount Eden. 
 

Auckland Council property records. 
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Architectural plans: Mountain Court Flats (1937), by P. C. Garrett 

 

  

Figure 20: Drainage plan showing the footprint of Mountain Court Flats and garages (Auckland Council 
property records). 
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Figure 21: Proposed elevations of architectural drawings for Mountain Court Flats, by P. C. Garrett for 
Miss M. Regan (Auckland Council property records). 

 

 

 
Figure 22: Proposed internal floor plans, details and garage elevations for Mountain Court Flats, by P. C. 

Garrett for Miss M. Regan (Auckland Council property records). 
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Architectural plans: Addition (1946), by A. C. Jeffries  
 

 
Figure 23: Plan showing the footprint of the original building and the proposed extension to the rear 

(Auckland Council property records). 
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Figure 24: Proposed elevations, plans and section of the addition to Mountain Court Flats, by A. C. 

Jeffries for Miss M. Regan (Auckland Council property records). 
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APPENDIX 4 
 

Photographic record 
The Heritage Studio Ltd. took the following photographs on 13 January 2017. 
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APPENDIX 5 
 

Comparative analysis: supplementary information 
The following records provide supplementary information to section 6.0 of the report by 
attempting to identify known places that can be compared to the subject place, by way 
of its social history, building type and architectural style.  A brief narrative has been 
included to provide historical context where necessary.  The comparisons made are 
based on known places within the locality and region, and the level of research 
possible within the project timeframes.  It is therefore acknowledged that more targeted 
research leading to a more comprehensive comparison with other heritage places may 
yield further information.  
 
 
Social history/building type: Flats 
Purpose-built blocks of flats first appeared in New Zealand’s urban landscape during 
the 1910s, generally providing accommodation of an upmarket nature.  Despite the 
association of the detached suburban house with the ‘New Zealand dream’, inner-city 
flats came to be regarded as symbols of progress and sophistication, providing a 
lifestyle that was decidedly ‘modern’.36  One of the earliest purpose-built flats to be 
constructed in Auckland, and possibly New Zealand, was Middle Courtville (1914), 
followed soon after by Corner Courtville (1919).  Increased population, resultant 
overcrowding, together with the Influenza Epidemic (1918), prompted further flat 
construction during the 1920s, and again in the 1930s following the Great Depression 
(refer to Auckland’s Inner City Apartments sheet later in this Appendix for more details).  
Flats were also introduced into the state housing programme, which resulted in the 
construction of a number of multi-storey blocks of flats in Auckland (and other major 
New Zealand cities) during the late-1930s and 1940s.37   
 
This shift in the way in which some people chose to live was not only experienced in 
the inner-city, but became increasingly popular in a number of Auckland’s suburbs 
during the interwar period.  Blocks of flats began to appear across the isthmus, often 
located on, or close to main transport routes and near local amenities.  They were 
generally of a smaller scale than their inner-city counterparts – rarely taller than two-
storeys.  One notable exception being the five-storey Mayfair Flats (1929) in Parnell.  
One suburb where flats have become an important theme in its developmental history 
is Mount Eden, with at least 14 known blocks of flats purpose-built during the interwar 
period.  The majority of these flats were constructed near Mount Eden Road, one of the 
most well-known being the award-winning Marino Gardens (1935).  
 
The following location map and table identifies these 14 purpose-built flats and includes 
the subject building, Mountain Court.  These are followed by examples of purpose-built 
flats in other Auckland suburbs that are scheduled as significant historic heritage 
places in the AUP.  Finally, for further information and details on Auckland’s inner-city 
blocks of flats, a copy of the Block Architecture Guide has been included. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
36 Julia Gatley, Going Up Rather Than Out: State Rental Flats in New Zealand 1935-1949, in Barbara Brookes, At Home 
in New Zealand, 2000, 140-154. 
37 Ibid. 
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1 

 

 
(Auckland Council, November 2014) 

 

 
Pendle Flats (c.1927) 

10 Ngauruhoe Street, Mount Eden 
 

An application for a block of 12 flats was 
made in 1927 on behalf of owner Eliza 
Steadman(?).38  The large two storey 

masonry structure was built in the 
bungalow style, with integrated garages. 

 

 
2 

 

 
 

 
Pair of flats (1928) 

340 Mount Eden Road, Mount Eden 
 

Two buildings comprising eight flats, 
constructed for Allan Baillie Ltd.  The 

structures were built of brick with 
rendered finishes and hipped roof, over a 

rectangular plan. 

 
3 
 

 

 
(Auckland Council, November 2014) 

 

 
Flats (c.1920s) 

17 Lovelock Avenue, Mount Eden 
 
The substantial building on the corner of 

Lovelock Avenue and The Esplanade 
was built as a block of flats during the 

c.1920s.  Little is currently known about 
the history of the place, which stands 

over two-storeys with garage basement.  
Constructed of timber, it has bungalow 

style influences. 
 

 

 
4 

 

 
 

 
Valley View (c.1929) 

351 Mount Eden Road, Mount Eden 
 

Built in c.1929, the two-storey ‘U’ plan 
building contained six flats.39  It is 

unknown who designed the building, but 
its use of a rendered finish, tiled roof and 
arched windows is indicative of Spanish 

Mission architectural influences. 

  

                                                
38 Ibid., 10 Ngauruhoe Road, Mount Eden. 
39 Ibid., 351 Mount Eden Road, Mount Eden. 
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5 

 

 
 

 
Mont Le Grande Flats (1930) 

486 Dominion Road, Mount Eden 
 

Designed by well-known architect, Roy A. 
Lippincott for H. Perkins, the single-

storey flats were designed with four flats, 
a ‘U’ plan and central courtyard on a 

corner site.  The building was built by N. 
Cole with a hipped Marseilles tile roof 

and stucco finish.40  Note that Lippincott 
later designed Perkins house at 16 

Paratai Drive, Orakei in 1937.41 

 
6 

 

 
 

 
Westcott (c.1930) 

400 Mount Eden Road, Mount Eden 
 

The single-storey block of flats on the 
corner of Rautangi and Mount Eden 

roads was built around 1930, over an ‘L’ 
floor plan with a rendered finish and tile 

roof.42 

 
7 

 

 
 

 
Marino Gardens (1935) 

145 Mount Eden Road, Mount Eden 
 

Built in c.1935 in the early modern 
international style, Marino Gardens was 
designed by well-known architect, K. W. 
Aimer.  Comprising 18 apartments and 
set in a purpose-designed garden site, 

the building won the Institute of 
Architect’s Gold Medal Award in 1936.43 

 
Scheduled (AUP): Category B 

 
 
8 

 

 
 

 
Poronui Flats (c.1935) 

488 Mount Eden Road, Mount Eden 
 

The single-storey brick and tile building 
comprised four flats, built in c.1935.44  It 
is unknown who designed the building, 
but it remains an understated landmark 

on the corner of Poronui Street and 
Mount Eden Road. 

 

                                                
40 Auckland Council property records: 486 Dominion Road, Mount Eden. 
41 Architecture Archive, Itinerary n.28: Roy Lippincott in Auckland, 2009, http://www.architecture-
archive.auckland.ac.nz/docs/block-digital/2009-Block-Digital-Roy-Lippincott.pdf  
42 Ibid., 400 Mount Eden Road, Mount Eden. 
43 Auckland Council property records: 145 Mount Eden Road, Mount Eden. 
44 Ibid., 488 Mount Eden Road, Mount Eden. 
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9 

 

 
 

 
Mountain Court (1937) 

4 View Road, Mount Eden 
 

Designed by architect, P. C. Garrett in 
the Spanish Mission style, Mountain 
Court was built for Miss M. Regan.  

Constructed over two and three-storeys, 
the building originally comprised five flats, 

with a further two added in 1946.  
Designed by architect, A. C. Jeffries the 

style, materials and detailing of the 
addition corresponded with the original 

building. 
 

 
10 

 

 
 

 
Granada Flats (1937) 

2 View Road, Mount Eden 
 

The Moderne style block of flats were 
designed by architect, A. C. Jeffries (who 
was responsible for the extension of the 
neighbouring Mountain Court Flats), for 
R. Beazley.  The two-storey rendered 
building comprised five flats and four 

garages.  The flats were originally named 
“Courtview”.45 

 
11 

 

 
 

 
Windsor Hall (1938) 

295 Mount Eden Road, Mount Eden 
 

The two-storey (with garage basement) 
block of six flats were also designed by 
architect, A. C. Jeffries for R. Beazley.  

Constructed of brick and concrete, with a 
tiled hipped roof, the architectural plans 
indicate that the building was originally 

designed with deep parapets to the front 
elevation.46 

 
12 

 

 
 

 
Valley Road Flats (late-1930s) 

75 Valley Road, Mount Eden 
 

The two-storey brick building with hipped 
roof and unusual façade was constructed 
in the late-1930s for W. Thomas.  Early 

plans indicate that the ground floor 
originally comprised two one-bedroom 

flats.47 

  

                                                
45 Ibid., 2 View Road, Mount Eden. 
46 Ibid., 295 Mount Eden Road, Mount Eden. 
47 Ibid., 75 Valley Road, Mount Eden. 
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13 

 

 
 

 
Grange Hall (c.1930s) 

492 Mount Eden Road, Mount Eden 
 

The date of the building is unknown; 
however, historic aerials indicate that it 

was constructed prior to 1940.  The block 
of flats exhibits Art Deco, Moderne and 
mild Spanish Mission design influences, 
with a rendered finish, parapet and tile 

roof. 

 
14 

 

Auckland Council (November 2014) 
 

 
Vallima Court (c.1930s) 

116 Valley Road, Mount Eden 
 

The single-storey masonry building was 
designed in the Art Deco style and built 

of a ‘U’ plan with central courtyard.  Little 
is known about the history of the place. 
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