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1.0 Purpose  

The purpose of this document is to evaluate the place located at 59 Wellington Street, 
Freemans Bay against the criteria for evaluation of historic heritage in the Auckland 
Council Unitary Plan Operative in Part   
 
The document has been prepared by Megan Walker (Historic Heritage Specialist) of 
the Heritage Unit, Auckland Council 
 

2.0 Identification  

 

 
Site address  

59 Wellington Street, Freemans Bay 

 
Legal description  

LOT 2 DP 443606 
CT - 554931 

 
NZTM reference 

 
NZTM:- Easting: 17564317.86 / Northing: 
5920029.22; Longitude: 174.754518 / Latitude: -
36.852715 

 
Ownership 

 
Wellington Street Limited 
 
P O Box 108119 
Symonds Street 
Auckland 1150 
New Zealand 

 
Unitary Plan zoning Business: Mixed Use 

 
Existing scheduled 
item(s) 

None 
 

 
Additional controls 

 

 Pre- 1944 Building Demolition Control 

 Regionally Significant Volcanic Viewshafts 
and Height Sensitive Areas Overlay 

 Regionally Significant Volcanic Viewshafts 
Overlay Contours 

 

 
Heritage New 
Zealand registration  

N/A 
 

 
Pre-1900 site  
(HNZPT Act 2014 
Section 6 

 
By definition of these sections of the Act, the place is 
unlikely to be considered an archaeological site due 
to its association with human occupation after 1900. 

 
CHI reference 12084 

 
NZAA site record 
number  

N/A 
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3.0 Constraints 

 This evaluation is based on the information available at the time of assessment.  
Due to the timeframe presented, research for the evaluation was undertaken to 
an extent that enables the site to be evaluated against the criteria, but is not 
exhaustive. 

 This evaluation does not include an assessment of archaeological values or an 
assessment of the importance of the place to Mana Whenua.   

 The interior of the building has not been inspected and is not part of this 
evaluation. 

 This evaluation does not include a structural evaluation or condition report; any 
comments on the structural integrity or the condition of the building are based 
on visual inspection only.  
 

4.0 Historical summary  

 
St Patrick’s School was originally established in 1843 as part of St Patrick’s Chapel in 
Wyndham Street, which is now the site of St Patrick’s Cathedral. Run by lay teachers, 
Patrick and Catherine Hennessy, the school was public coeducational for the children 
of Roman Catholic and Protestant families.  By July 1843 there were 50 boys and 30 
girls and the school continued to expand. In January 1844, Father Petit Jean and 
Patrick Hennessy looked to the newly arrived Governor Fitzroy, for land to be granted 
to the church as a location for a school.  One-third of the pupils were non-Catholic.   
 
In April 1844 a site was granted on half an acre of land in Hobson Street for a new 
school.  However, it was to be some time before the proposed school was built.  In 
1848 a new stone church, St Patrick’s Cathedral, was completed in Wyndham Street.  
Designed by Australian architect, Walter Robinson, the construction of the new 
cathedral enabled the former timber chapel on the site to serve as a school. 
 
Acting on an invitation from the first Catholic Bishop of Auckland, Bishop Pompallier, 
eight Sisters of Mercy from St Leo’s Convent in Carlow, Ireland, came to Auckland to 
teach the more unfortunate children in the new town.  Led by Mother Cecilia Maher, 
they arrived in Auckland in April 1850 on the Oceanie. Taking charge of the girls at St 
Patrick’s School, the Sisters began to establish an orphanage.  They set up a boarding 
school for girls and an infant school.  Boys at the school were now taught by male 
teachers.  
 
The girls school was depicted in a letter from Mother Cecilia of 18 July 1851.  Located 
on the St Patrick’s site she talks about the school as being a long wooden house, which 
contains a hall, next a kitchen for the orphans, kitchen for the sisters, choir (i.e.chapel) 
noviceship, infant school; then there is a return, two storeys high, which contains a 
parlour; at last recreation we use it as a community room, school room for grown girls; 
attik contains three tolerably large dormitories.1    
 
There was also a separate house for Maori girls on the Wyndham Street site.  The 
Sisters of Mercy continued to work with Maori girls and in 1853 they set up St Anne’s 
School for Maori Girls in James O’Neill’s former home in Ponsonby.  
 
In 1881 the Hobson Street site, granted to the Catholic church in 1844, was finally 
utilised with the construction of a larger school and convent.  The site was opposite St 
Patrick’s Cathedral Presbytery.  By this time, the school roll had expanded beyond the 
capacity afforded by the Wyndham Street site.  The new school was a double-storey 

                                                 
1 St Patrick’s Cathedral School, 1843-1979, p4 
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timber building with two wings on the western side of Hobson Street just across from 
the St Patrick’s Cathedral site. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure1: The timber building in front of the former Farmers Trading Company Building is the former St 
Patrick’s School for Girls from 1881 until 1927. This photograph was taken in 1925.  It was later 
demolished to make way for the Farmers car park. (Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland 
Libraries, 4-2053). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 2: Pupils of St Patrick’s School, Hobson Street in 1904. (Sir George Grey Special Collections, 
Auckland Libraries, NZG-19040326-40-2). 
 

By 1927, the school was overwhelmed with 300 primary students.  The former 
residential area had been overrun with new commercial properties as the city business 
district expanded.  The Catholic Diocese looked for a more residential area to meet the 
needs of the ever-expanding school.  They found the site in Wellington Street 
Freemans Bay and purchased it for £3750.2  
 
The plans for the Wellington Street school, were drawn up by local architect, George 
Edmund Tole.  On the 12 December 1926, the foundation stone for the school was laid 
by Bishop Cleary.  The design of the new school was based on the most contemporary 
approach to school architecture at the time, incorporating plenty of light and fresh air for 
the benefit of the students. 
 

                                                 
2 St Patrick’s Cathedral School 1843-1979, p15 
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On 11 December 1926, the Auckland Star reported,  
 
The new school will contain five classrooms, a reception room, sister’s retiring room, 
library, two cloakrooms, while the basement will be utilised as a play area.  Special 
attention has been made to the matter of ventilation and light, thus ensuring the 
maximum amount of lighting throughout the whole building. Steel frame windows will 
also feature, and, when fully opened out, will make the school practically an open air 
one.3 
 
By April 1927, the construction was completed at a cost of £7,000.4  The new St 
Patrick’s Cathedral School was opened by Dr Liston, Coadjutor-Bishop of Auckland, on 
24 April.  A wooden cross that once stood on the apex of the gable end of the Hobson 
Street school was placed over the side entrance of the new school signifying the 
continuity of the first school.5   
 
A newspaper article prior to the opening reported the following: 
 
It has long been established that St Patrick’s parish required a modern school to 
replace the one which has served for 70 years.  Now a two-storeyed structure 
embodying the latest ideas in school architecture, including cross ventilation, and 
conveniently situated with access to both Wellington and Napier Streets, has been 
completed for just under £7,000. 
 
There is accommodation for 250 pupils in the five large classrooms.  Two are separated 
by a movable partition, and they can be converted into one commodious hall for social 
purposes and dancing, for which a special floor has been provided.  Of Georgian 
characteristics, the building is well proportioned and splendidly finished, with a tiled 
roof. There is a handsome entrance.  Exceptionally large steel sashes admit the 
maximum of light and air, ensuring that the youth of St Patrick’s will pursue their studies 
under the best conditions.6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3: St Patrick’s 
School prior to 
alteration. 
(Sheppard Files, 
Auckland University 
Architecture School). 

 

                                                 
3 Auckland Star, 11 December 1926, p13 
4 Ibid 
5 St Patrick’s Cathedral School, 1843-1979, p6 
6 New Zealand Herald, 20 April, 1927. p8 (This cross has since been removed). 
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In 1928 a kindergarten was added and the school roll increased to over 400 pupils, both 
boys and girls.7  A girl’s secondary school department opened in 1932 to teach 
commercial subjects. 
 
As New Zealand sank into the depths of the global depression of the early 1930s, the  
Sisters of Mercy at the school under the guidance of the Administrator of St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, the Rev.Dr Leonard Buxton, offered services to those in need.  People 
associated with St Patricks at the time recollected that the schoolrooms were opened 
up on a Thursday night to assist people with medical issues. With the help of a dentist, 
a chemist, and a nurse patients were seen free of charge.  A boot maker offered his 
services free of charge to do repairs, clothing was handed out and supper was served.8  
These services provided an important link between the school and the community. 
 
The school had a long established relationship with the Cathedral and this remained 
strong throughout, despite the move to Wellington Street.  The students regularly 
attended Cathedral services maintaining the important social connection.  Events such 
as school balls and school concerts, along with church socials and outings and the 
debutante ball were part of the school social activities.   
 
The camaraderie between the girls at the school led former pupils to establish an Old 
Girls Association in 1955.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4:  Debutantes in 1945 at the Catholic Charity Ball (Catholic Diocese of Auckland Archives). 
 

In the 1950s, the residential composition of the inner city area began to change as the 
city’s commercial area expanded.  The primary school roll had dropped considerably 
and in 1959, after a history of more than 100 years, a decision was made to close the 
primary school.  The school was then registered as a Secondary School for girls.9  
There were 50 girls on the roll.10 
 
In 1961, the secondary school roll had increased to 152 girls.  Changes were made to 
the school with the addition of two new classrooms, a typing room and a cloakroom.  
Within the main building, an assembly hall was formed from two classrooms.11  The 
school now taught academic as well as commercial and home economics courses.  By 

                                                 
7 St Patrick’s Cathedral School, 1843-1979, p15 
8 Ibid, p7 
9 Ibid, p20, 23 
10 Ibid, p26 
11 Ibid 
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the end of the 1960s, the school roll had increased to 200 students.12   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5; An image of students at assembly in 1961.  The majority of students appear to be predominantly 
European at this time.  (Catholic Diocese of Auckland Archives). 
 

In the 1970s, the character of the school changed.  Freemans Bay and the surrounding 
inner urban area became a home for many Polynesian families who had immigrated to 
New Zealand to fill labour shortages following the Second World War.  By 1974, more 
than two thirds of the school roll consisted of Maori or Pacific Islanders.13  Experimental 
changes were made in the school’s curriculum to meet the needs of the changing 
school roll.  This included teaching English as a second language. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 6: Concert in 1970 at the 
school demonstrating the cultural shift 
in the school population.  (Catholic 
Diocese of Auckland Archives). 

                                                 
12 Urban Village, p78 
13 St Patrick’s Cathedral School, 1843 -1979 
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However, as the city motorways encroached on the school grounds,14 the numbers fell 
simultaneously.  More stringent immigration policies combined with a reduction in family 
housing in the city area, diminished the numbers that were enrolling at the school.  This 
coincided with the integration process of Catholic Schools into the State educational 
system.  St Patrick’s School was unlikely to meet the criteria to become part of the 
State system given the school facilities, small roll numbers and locality.  After an 
announcement was made in April 1978 to close the school at the end of the following 
year, no further pupils were enrolled for 1979.  Senior pupils were offered a place at St 
Mary’s College, which was also run by the Sisters of Mercy.  The school closed on 5 
December 1979. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 7:  The pupils and teachers at the front of St Patrick’s School in 1979.  Note the changes to the 
glazing of the window above the door. (St Patrick’s Cathedral School, 1843-1979). 
                                                 
14 NA597/15 
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At the time of its closure, St Patrick’s Cathedral School was the oldest surviving school 
in New Zealand, having been in existence for 136 years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 8: The students and 
teachers in 1979 at the rear of 
the school.  At this stage the 
building was very much the 
same as when it was first 
constructed. (Auckland 
Catholic Diocesan Archives).  
 

According to the certificates of title the school site was owned by a number of different 
businesses over a short period of time, including Gooder Electrical Ltd. On 7 August, 
1981 it was purchased by civil engineer, Neville Rykers in partnership with solicitor 
James Kingston.15  In 1975, James Kingston, known as Jim, was involved in the 
presentation to bid for the first McDonald’s franchise in New Zealand and along with 
Gary Lloydd, was on the first board of directors of McDonald’s in New Zealand.  When 
Gary Lloydd was made the managing director of McDonald’s in 1982, he started 
looking for a new office.  He saw Jim Kingston’s building in Freemans Bay as an ideal 
location for staff, accessible by staff from the shore and conveniently close to the 
motorway.16  As a result, McDonald’s headquarters leased the premises of the former 
St Patrick’s School from 1982.  In the same year a further part of the site was taken for 
the Auckland Hamilton motorway.17  
 

                                                 
15 NA46A/992 James Kingston became a director of McDonalds Restaurants (New Zealand) Ltd in December 1991. 
16 Golden Arches under Southern Skies, p162 
17 NA491/191, NA471/261 
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In 1988 McDonalds bought the site.18  In 1992, McDonalds undertook a restoration and 
alteration of the building for reuse as a training and seminar centre for managers.  The 
building was named the Gary Lloydd Training Centre, after the former managing 
director. Gary Lloydd was well respected by staff and had died of cancer in July 1991.19  
It was opened on 2 March 1992 by Sir Edmund Hillary.  In the same year the former 
school won the Carter Holt Harvey Heritage Award for the reuse of the building.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 9: The new 
portico entry on the 
western side of the 
building which also 
provided an upper floor 
terrace.  The new doors 
can be seen leading on 
to the terrace. The new 
entrance was accessed 
from the existing ramp 
on the southern side and 
steps on the northern 
side. (Architecture NZ, 
May/June 1992). 

 
The architect responsible for the restoration was Hamish Boyd of Jasmax.  As part of 
the restoration the building underwent seismic strengthening.  Damaged bricks were 
replaced and the windows were returned to their original appearance, to include the 
multi-paned glazing and the Georgian sunburst.   
 
Some changes were also made to the building at this time.  The main entrance was 
changed to the western side of the building and the front entrance became a window.  
The new entrance was embellished with a large portico supported by square columns 
and used similar dentil trim to the original, beneath the parapet.  The new portico 
provided a verandah to the upper floor with new large multi-paned double doors 
punctuating the brick walls at this level.  Steps led down from the new portico entrance 
to the rear of the building. 
 
The interior of the building was altered at the same time to create a lecture theatre, 
board room, dining room and training kitchen.20   
 
By 1996 McDonald’s was looking to develop the site to provide more space for the 
headquarters of the company in New Zealand.  However it was not until 2002 that the 
new building was completed at the rear of the brick building.  The redevelopment of the 
site incorporated an underground car park achieved by both excavating the natural 
slope at the rear of the site and by also building the land up above the ground level of 
the brick building at the rear.  This meant the arcade at the rear of the building is now 
partially concealed by the newly created land level outside the new premises.  In 2005 

                                                 
18 NA50C/1120 
19 New Zealand Card Index, Auckland Libraries  
20 Architecture New Zealand, May/June 1992, p3 
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McDonald’s was granted consent to subdivide the land on the north western side of the 
site.21 
 
In 2006, it became clear to McDonald’s management that anticipated staff growth had 
not occurred and that the Freemans Bay premises was a luxury they could no longer 
sustain.22  In 2007 the property was bought by Wellington Street Limited.23  In the same 
year the building underwent further alterations to the interior, partially removing walls to 
make way for new openings.24 
 
In 2011, the site was subdivided so that the brick building at 59 Wellington Street 
became part of a very small Lot 2, (680m²) while the larger building at the rear was 
designated a larger site on Lot 1 (3259m²).   
 
More recently development has begun on the earlier subdivided north western side of 
the former school site, providing two-storey townhouses. 
 
The former school building is now leased by the World fashion brand. 
  
The Architect 
 
George Edmund Tole  
 
George Edmund Tole (1897-1972) was born in Auckland and was the son of Member 
of Parliament, Joseph A Tole.  Educated at Sacred Heart College, Kings College and 
Auckland University, he trained with the architects, Arnold and Abbott.  Tole became 
the architect for the Auckland Diocese, designing many churches, schools and 
convents.  In the same year that Tole designed St Patrick’s Cathedral School in 
Wellington Street, he also designed the Star of the Sea Convent and classrooms in 
Howick and the St Joseph and St Joachim Catholic Church in Otahuhu.   
 
In June 1928, he formed a partnership with Horace Massey, which lasted for four years 
until 1932.  They were the designers of the NZIA Gold Medal award winning Church of 
St Michael’s (1930) in Remuera.  They were prolific with their work in Auckland, a great 
deal of their designs completed for the Catholic Church.  
 
Following the dissolution of their partnership, George Tole went on to design a number 
of other buildings for the Catholic Church.  These included St Dominic’s Convent 
(1939) in Northcote, St Frances’ Friary (1939) in Hillsborough, the Baradene College 
new library wing (1937) and the Jubilee Wing (1960).  He was also the architect of the 
Trevor Davis Memorial Fountain (1950) in Mission Bay. 
 

George Tole was responsible for the design 
of a number of private homes in Auckland 
often influenced by the Neo-Georgian style.  
He was well known as a leading authority on 
Georgian architecture.  Mill House in 
Hobsonville is a testament to this.  
 
Figure 10: Mill House in Hobsonville, designed by 
George Tole and  completed in 1930.  The house is an 
excellent example of Georgian Revival architecture 
with Arts and Crafts influences.  (Auckland Council 
August 2016). 

                                                 
21 CT 207073; Resource Consent R/LUC/2014/5380 
22 Golden Arches under Southern Skies, Pp 201-202 
23 CT 207073 
24 Property File drawings and application for building consent 
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A keen conservationist, Tole founded the New Zealand Conservation Society and was 
president of the Tree Society.  As a sporting enthusiast he was a member of the 
Auckland Racing Club, the Auckland Trotting Club, the Avondale Jockey Club, the 
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron and the Remuera Bowling Club.   
 
The Sisters of Mercy 
 

Founded in Dublin, Ireland in 1831, by Catherine Elizabeth McAuley (29 September 
1778 – 11 November 1841), the Sisters of Mercy are a Catholic religious order.  After 
receiving a considerable inheritance from family she had cared for, Catherine decided 
to use the money to provide a home that would offer accommodation as well as 
educational, religious and social services to homeless women and children.  This home 
in Dublin still stands today , and is now known as the Mercy International Centre.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 11: The home that 
Catherine McAuley built in 
1827. Today it is still operated 
by the Sisters of Mercy and is 
known as the Mercy 
International Centre. 
(http://america.pink/mercy-
international-
centre_2965385.html 
accessed  21 July 2016). 
 

 

The new institution opened on the calendar date of the Feast of Our Lady of Mercy on 
24 September 1827 and was run by Catherine and two companions.  The intention was 
to operate as a lay organisation to help the impoverished and needy.  However there 
was substantial opposition at the time to women operating such an enterprise 
independently of a religious organization.  In 1828 the Catholic Church allowed 
Catherine and her two associates to undertake training as nuns.  By 1831 they 
returned to the home they had founded.  Establishing a new order, they called 
themselves the Sisters of Mercy.  As the organisation grew, they began to expand 
outside Dublin and recruited new novices from England.  
 
In 1842, the sisters expanded beyond Ireland, embarking on their first mission 
overseas to Newfoundland.  They then went to Perth, Australia in 1846 to establish a 
new congregation.  In 1850, after an eight month voyage, eight sisters, led by Mother 
Cecilia Maher, arrived in Auckland from St Leo’s Convent in Carlow, Ireland. 
 
The sisters took over setting up individual schools, establishing the first Catholic school 
in Auckland on the site of St Patrick’s Church in Wyndham Street.  They eventually 
expanded to create schools in the wider context of Auckland and other cities and towns 
in New Zealand.   
 
The Sisters of Mercy continued to manage St Patrick’s School from the time they 
arrived in Auckland until it closed in 1979.  The Sister’s expanded to other schools and 
charitable organisations throughout New Zealand.   
 
 
 

http://america.pink/mercy-international-centre_2965385.html
http://america.pink/mercy-international-centre_2965385.html
http://america.pink/mercy-international-centre_2965385.html
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5.0 Physical Description 
 
Site and Context 
 
The former school is situated on a corner site where Wellington Street meets the on 
ramp to the northern motorway.  On the north eastern corner, the former school is 
situated close to the Wellington street frontage boundary.  The site has altered 
significantly since the school was first built.  A contemporary commercial building is 
situated at the rear of the former school.  The site is accessed via a driveway on the 
western side of the building from Wellington Street.  Surrounding buildings are former 
villas that have since been converted into either commercial or other uses.  The 
Freemans Bay Primary School is in the same block and the former council flats, which 
include the Star Flats, are situated on the opposite side of Wellington Street.  The 
western end of Wellington Street is more residential.  The northern motorway runs 
beneath the rear of the building and the link to the north western motorway.   

Figure 12: Aerial of the building giving an indication of the details of the site. (Auckland Council Geo 
Maps). 

Figure 13 The school in 1940 showing a different context.  The former Napier Street School building can 
be seen outlined in yellow, in the centre of the aerial with the large field. (Auckland Council Geo Maps). 
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The Freemans Bay Primary School also constructed its new two-storey building in 
1926 and this can be seen in the above 1940 aerial. This building was demolished in 
the 1970s.  Just up the road in Howe Street is the former Beresford Street School 
(1879 -1978) which at one stage amalgamated with the Napier Street Freemans Bay 
Primary School and is now used by Auckland Girl’s Grammar.  Next door to the 
remaining timber school building of the former Beresford Street School is Auckland 
Girl’s Grammar School which would have provided some competition as an educational 
institution in the 1960s and 1970s. 
 
Building Description  
 
Designed in Classical style with Georgian influenced symmetry, the former school has 
retained its original form and many of its original features.  As seen from Wellington 
Street, the building is a two-storey brick structure with a concrete foundation wall.  
Marseilles tiles have been used on the hip roof. 
 
The building has an imposing front façade with a symmetrical appearance consisting of 
an addition to the western side providing a new entry to the building. The former main 
entry on Wellington Street is now a window opening within a small portico.  Elaborate 
plaster rendered detail surrounding the original entry remains, including a more 
contemporary take on Corinthian columns on either side of the opening and a triangular 
pediment above the entry.  The former school crest rests beneath the pediment.  A 
large arched steel window is situated above the pediment within a plaster facing topped 
by a deco style keystone and scrolls anchor the surrounds on either side of the 
window.  
 
The columns support an entablature that expands across the original entry.  The words 
Saint Patrick’s School are inscribed across the entablature.  Dentil mouldings rest 
beneath the cornice of the entablature.  A parapet above the entablature is interrupted 
with a central Italianate balustrade.  Large brick quoins feature on all corners.   
 
Aluminium multi-paned window joinery has replaced original steel joinery as part of a 
restoration in 1992.  However the original joinery has been carefully copied as part of 
the replication process.   
 
There is a minor reference to the Art Deco Movement with an Art Deco design 
keystone featured on the arched window above the entry door and the brickwork 
keystone patterns on each window.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 14: The street front view of the building showing the Corinthian columns, the pediment above the 
former entry, the Georgian style window joinery, the school inscription, the entablature with cornice and 
dentil mouldings and the Italianate balustrade.  (Auckland Council, February 2016). 
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The western side of the building now encompasses the later portico entry erected in 
1992.  A fire escape has been added to the eastern side of the building.  These later 
additions have somewhat compromised the original symmetry of the building.   

 
 
 

Figure 15: The western side of the building with the later portico addition attached.  (Auckland Council, 
February 2016). 

 
The north elevation is also symmetrical but much plainer than the front and sides of the 
building with large multi-paned windows. The basement arcade arches on the northern 
elevation still exist, but have now been concealed by later construction on the site. 
  
Condition 
 

As an occupied commercial building, the former school appears to be in very good 
condition.  
 
Key features 
 

 Classical columns; 

 Georgian arched windows with sunburst joinery (although this joinery has been 
replaced it replicates the original design; 

 Neo-classical triangular pediment; 

 Art Deco keystones both plaster and brick; 

 Neo-classical scrolls; 

 School crest above the former entry; 

 St Patrick’s School inscription; 

 Italianate balustraded parapet; 

 Entablature; 

 Dentil mouldings beneath cornice; 

 Arcaded basement on northern side; 

 Brick quoins 

 Marseilles Tiles 

 Foundation Stone 

 Steel ornamental grill above the former entrance 
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6.0 Comparative Analysis 

Influences and Style 

The former St Patrick’s Cathedral School is an example of neoclassical architecture 
influenced by Palladian principles.  Based on the Classical architecture Andrea Palladio 
(1508-1580) introduced in his villa designs in 16th century Italy, Palladian buildings 
were distinguished by their temple-like triangular pediment over a central porch.  
Classical columns supported the pediment framing the porch.  The symmetry of the 
villas was integral to the design, also taken from the features of early classical 
architecture.25  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 16: Andrea Palladio’s Villa Cornaro in 
Vicenza, Italy (1551-1553). This is one of many 
of Palladio’s Villas that introduced classical 
elements into the contemporary architecture of 
the day.  
(https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Villa_Cornaro 
accessed  22 July 2016).   

 
In early 17th century England, Inigo Jones (1573 -1652) introduced a classical language 
to his buildings using cubic symmetry and balustrade parapets with classical columns 
to inform this new architecture not seen before in England.26  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 17 Inigo Jones Queen’s House in Greenwich (1616-1635) is known as the first piece of  
classical architecture in England. 
(http://www.rmg.co.uk/discover/explore/stunning-architecture-inigo-jones   accessed 22 July 2016). 

 
In the late 17th century Christopher Wren (1632-1723) took this new classical language 
to the public forum creating a more popular form of architecture almost a century after 
Inigo Jones had introduced his classical designs.  The King William Block of Greenwich 

                                                 
25 A History of Architecture, pp479-482, 550 
26 Ibid, pp549-550  

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Villa_Cornaro
http://www.rmg.co.uk/discover/explore/stunning-architecture-inigo-jones
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naval hospital (1696-1716) is a fine example of the work completed by Christopher 
Wren in collaboration with Nicholas Hawksmoor (1661-1736). The English classical 
style had taken on a more horizontal perspective that was to prove popular in later 
classical architecture. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 18: Christopher Wren and Nicholas Hawksmoor’s King William Block in Greenwich.  
(https://www.flickr.com/photos/stevecadman/5458135054/ accessed 22 July 2016) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 19:  The western façade of the King William Block, Greenwich. (1699-1702) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_Hawksmoor accessed 22 July 2016) 
 

In 18th century England, the first edition of Palladio’s Four Books of Architecture, 
appeared in London and the Neoclassical form introduced by Jones finally began to 
take momentum in Georgian England.27    
 
In the United States the Classical Revival style prevalent in the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries was profoundly influenced by the English Neoclassicism.  Such buildings as 
Miles Brewton House in Charleston (1769), Thomas Jefferson’s home, Monticello in 
Virginia, (1809), and Charles Bullfinch’s State House in Boston (1798) were designed 
in a neoclassical style based on Palladian principles.  The Boston State House has an 
arcade on the ground floor similar to that at the basement level on the northern side of 
St Patrick’s School.   

                                                 
27 Ibid, p550 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/stevecadman/5458135054/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_Hawksmoor
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Figure 20: The  Massachusetts 
State House  in Boston 
demonstrating the arcade at 
ground level, similar to the arcade 
at the basement level on the 
northern side of the former St 
Patrick’s School. 
(www.commomns.wikimedia.org 
accessed 5 July 2016)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Figure 21: Miles Brewton House, Charleston. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miles_Brewton_House 
accessed 5 July 2016.) 
 

This earlier broader Classical style prevalent in the United States in the late 18th and 
early 19th centuries undoubtedly became the model for the later popular classical 
movement that took place in America in the late 19th and early 20th century.  This later 
Neoclassical movement was often used in high schools and colleges in the United 
States.  Neoclassical examples contemporary to the former St Patrick’s School in the 
United States include college buildings.   
 
Examples such as Barnard Hall (1916) at Barnard College in New York, the Wesleyan 
University Olin Memorial Library in Middletown, Connecticut (1925-1927), the Eclectic 
Society Fraternity House at the Wesleyan University (1907) are shown below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 22: The Eclectic 
Society Fraeternity House at 
Wesleyan  University. 
Designed by Henry Bacon, 
the Doric Columned Classical 
Revival building was 
completed in 1907. 
(http://historicbuildingssct.com 
accessed 5 July 2016) 

http://www.commomns.wikimedia.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miles_Brewton_House
http://historicbuildingssct.com/
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Figure 23: Barnard Hall, New York City, New York.  (http://columbialion.com/tag/barnard/ accessed 19 July 
2016). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 24: Corinthian columns framing the Neoclassical entry to 
Barnard Hall. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barnard_College 
accessed 19 July 2016). 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure25: Olin Memorial Hall Library at Wesleyan University in Connecticut. (http://historicbuildingsct.com/ 
accessed 21 July 2016). 
 

It is difficult not to consider that the American Neoclassical school had some influence 
on the style George Tole adopted for his design of St Patrick’s Cathedral School.   
 

http://columbialion.com/tag/barnard/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barnard_College
http://historicbuildingsct.com/
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It is also possible that he may have been influenced to some extent by the original 
classical building that Catherine Elizabeth McAuley built in 1827 in Dublin for the 
Sisters of Mercy and now known as Mercy International Centre.28   
 
Comparisons within New Zealand 
 
It is clear that the former St Patrick’s Cathedral School building in Wellington Street 
was inspired by Palladian influenced Classicism.  The neoclassical language of the 
building is distinct and while this early 20th century style was popular overseas it was 
relatively rare in Auckland and possibly New Zealand.   
 
Earlier designs of classical revival in New Zealand, such as the Baptist Tabernacle in 
Queen Street, designed by Edmund Bell and built in 1885, have clearly had some 
influence on the later classical designs of the 1920s.  Greek classical, temple-like 
structures, featuring large triangular pediments, were more commonly used for non-
conformist churches.  Some similarities can be seen however, with the design of the 
school, including features such as the dentil decoration, the quoins and the, albeit, 
more embellished Corinthian columns. 

 
Figure 26: Baptist Tabernacle with its grand portico entrance built in 1885.  (Auckland Council, February 
2016) 
 
However there are few examples of the later classical style contemporary to the design 
of the former St Patrick’s Cathedral School in Wellington Street.  Some notable 
contemporary examples of buildings in New Zealand include the Remuera Public 
Library (1926), designed by Gummer and Ford and the Robert McDougall Art Gallery 
(1932) in Christchurch, designed by Edward Armstrong.   
 
The classical elements of the Remuera Public Library, have a striking likeness to the 
school building and illustrate the American influences on institutional architecture at this 
time.  
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
28 Refer to page 12 to see image of the building. 
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Figure 27: The Remuera Public Library designed by Gummer and Ford and constructed around the same 
time as St Patrick’s Cathedral School. (Auckland Council, May 2015). 
 

There are subtle differences, which give the library a softer appearance, including the 
absence of the heavy Marseilles tiled hipped roof and the quoined brickwork, which 
anchors the school building in Wellington Street. 
 
In Christchurch the Robert McDougall Art Gallery was a slightly later design and 
partially references a more modernist approach to the neoclassical movement, being 
more linear horizontally and generally less embellished along the wall surfaces.  
However, the symmetry of the building together with the large portico entrance, without 
question, references Neoclassical design.  The Palladian arch, over the full height 
central portico entrance supported by classical columns on either side, are similar to 
the neoclassical elements of the Wellington Street school.   

Figure 28 The Robert McDougall Art Gallery (1932) in Christchurch built in the Neo-Classical style.  This 
building, constructed five years later has taken on a modernist aesthetic in its streamlined linear style. 
(Christchurch City Libraries File Reference CCL Photo CD 16 CCMG0075). 
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One of the most recognisable examples of a classical revival building in Auckland is the 
Auckland War Memorial Museum.  Designed in the early 1920s by architectural firm 
Grierson, Aimer and Draffin, the museum opened in 1929.  The museum, although on 
a grander scale, follows the same style of horizontal lines above the front portico 
entrance.  Supported with fluted Doric columns, the central portico entrance displays a 
high entablature offsetting the classical symmetry of the building. Undoubtedly 
influenced by earlier museums and libraries in cities overseas such as New York, 
London and Melbourne, the design Auckland War Memorial Museum is clearly utilising 
the grand nature of classical design in its prominent setting. 

Figure 29: The Auckland War Memorial Museum opened in 1929 (http://ma16.org.nz/ accessed 25 July 
2016).  

 
Comparative Contemporary School Buildings by Tole 
 
The building in Wellington Street is unique as a school type in New Zealand.  It is 
interesting that Tole chose this less familiar style as his design for the school and it is 
possible he was looking to set a precedent in new types of school design in New 
Zealand.   
 

In 1926 Tole also designed another Sisters of Mercy building, the Star of the Sea 
schoolrooms and dormitories.  Originally built as an orphanage the building was utilised 
as a school for local Roman Catholic children.  This building has some similarities to 
the Wellington Street school building with its Georgian inspired portico entrance and 
what looks to be a Marseilles tiled hipped roof along with the quoined corners.  

Figure 30: The Tole designed dormitories and classrooms on the right hand side of this photograph dated 
1936.  The 1930 Tole/Massey designed convent is to the left of the photograph. (Auckland Libraries South 
Auckland Research Centre Footprints 01794). 
 

http://ma16.org.nz/
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An earlier weatherboard villa style convent was replaced in 1930, to a design by Tole 
and Massey.  This building is designed in an Italian Romanesque style combined with 
neo-Georgian elements.  The original dormitories and school have since been 
demolished.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 31: Star of Sea Convent as 
seen from Granger Road.  
(Auckland Council February 2012). 

 
 

In Tole’s partnership with Horace Massey another Sisters of Mercy school was 
designed in New Street Ponsonby.  Designed in the Spanish Mission architectural style 
this building was completed in 1928.  Some neo-Georgian elements have been 
included in the design of this building including the pediment above the main entry and 
the multi-paned windows featuring the Georgian sunburst.  These latter elements bare 
some comparison to the school in Wellington Street. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Figure 32: St Mary’s College as seen 
from New Street. (Auckland Council 
February 2012).  
 

 

Other Contemporary School Buildings 
 
There are no known comparative examples of school buildings using classical 
elements to express the design.  Other schools of this era as can be seen above may 
have incorporated some of the Georgian elements that Tole has captured.  However 
generally, they varied in design taking their influence from elsewhere.  Gothic inspired 
architecture was common in school design including Collegiate Gothic. Spanish 
Mission was another style embraced at the time. 
 
One comparative example is the Robertson Building (1925) at St Cuthbert’s College, 
which was the original school building following its relocation to Market Road.  
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Designed by Holman and Moses, the Robertson Building was built with a similar 
Georgian simplicity and symmetrical form, this building also has a classical central 
portico entrance.  The portico entrance does not possess the full height that the 
Wellington Street building has and the building is much larger.  The windows to the 
Robertson Building are of similar design to those at the rear of the former St Patrick’s 
School building.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 33: The Robertson Building at St Cuthbert’s College.  (Auckland Council July 2016). 
 

Other Comparative Buildings by George Tole  
 
George Tole was responsible for the design of many buildings.  However there does 
not appear to be an equivalent design amongst his body of work that would provide a 
fair comparison to the school in Wellington Street.  He was well known for his use of 
neo-Georgian elements in his design of residential buildings.  However, a good deal of 
these were clad in timber, and did not incorporate the classical elements that define the 
entrance to the former school building.  They have not been included as part of this 
comparative analysis. 

7.0 Significance criteria  

 
(a) Historical 

 
Extent to which the place reflects important or representative aspects of national, 
regional or local history, or is associated with important events, persons or ideas, or 
early period of settlement within New Zealand, the region or locality. 
 
The former school is intimately associated with the history of the Sisters of Mercy in 
New Zealand.  As the first educational facility in New Zealand the Sisters’ were to 
become involved with, the history of the school has considerable significance.  They 
were the first group of canonically consecrated nuns to come to New Zealand.  Not 
only is the school associated with the early history of the sisters in New Zealand, but 
also the evolution of their involvement in the Catholic school system as they 
administered the school from their arrival in 1850 until its closure in 1979.  On a 
broader scale as the towns and cities of New Zealand developed, the sisters extended 
their teachings to cities and towns throughout the country.  As such the school is 
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directly associated with the history of the Catholic Church in Auckland and the many 
personalities connected to the church. 
 
Until 1979 the St Patrick’s Cathedral School was the oldest school that still existed in 
New Zealand.  Although the relocation of the school had occurred twice, the school had 
been in operation since 1843.   
 
The school is associated with the historic changes to Freemans Bay.  The area around 
the school has changed dramatically and has included the construction of the council 
flats in response to an urban renewal programme and the introduction of the northern 
motorway entrance.  
 
Other historic changes that affected the school included the changing demographic of 
the local population.  Alterations to immigration policies, following World War II, allowed 
an influx of families from the Pacific Islands providing a much needed labour force to 
the New Zealand population, a number of whom settled in the Freemans Bay area. 
This also contributed to the changing character of the school population, and as a 
result the school took on a new programme of teaching supporting the needs of the 
Pacific Islands students. 
 
The school in Wellington Street is also associated with the changing development in 
education in New Zealand including the state integrated school system introduced in 
the 1970s.   
 
As a head office and training centre for McDonald’s employees, following the school’s 
closure in 1979, the building is also associated with the early history and development 
of the McDonalds Restaurants in New Zealand.  Named the Gary Lloydd Training 
Centre after the enterprising individual who, in partnership with others, brought 
McDonalds to New Zealand and was the first general manager of the company, the 
building once again became a landmark identity. 
 
Finally the building has considerable significance for its association with the notable 
Auckland architect George E Tole who was to become the architect for the Catholic 
Diocese.   
 
The building is considered to have considerable local and regional historical 
significance. 
 
(b) Social 

 
The symbolic, spiritual, commemorative, traditional or other cultural value of, 
community association with, or esteem for, the place.  
 
The former school building has considerable social significance in being directly 
associated with the community.  The school was held in high public esteem for its work 
in the community and for establishing an excellent scholastic record, particularly in the 
latter years following its establishment as a secondary school.  The changing 
population in the area in the 1950s was to introduce a unique mix of students who 
acclimatised together, adapting to their new surroundings after relocating from the 
Pacific Islands.  The school offered them a social outlet as much as an education.  
Offering a curriculum that embraced the needs of the large numbers (66%) of Maori 
and Polynesian students that attended the school in the 1970s, the school took on a 
special character within the educational and local community establishing racial 
harmony within its grounds. 
 
The former school building has considerable social significance for its role during the 
Depression.  At this time, the Sisters provided social services to help those badly 
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affected by the downturn in the economy.  This included meals and clothing as well as 
offering free haircuts and other services that would assist those in need. 
 
The former school building has social significance as an educational institution 
providing students with a social platform, not only in the time spent at school, but also 
the associated school activities such as school dances and school balls.  The 
establishment of an Old Girls Association in 1955 is a testament to the camaraderie of 
the former students and the social interaction that took place at the school. 
 
As a former Catholic denominational institution, the school has cultural and spiritual 
significance within the community.  Daily prayers and frequent attendance at church 
liturgies are an example of the cultural and spiritual impact on the students.  In addition, 
the direct and ongoing relationship the school maintained with St Patrick’s Cathedral 
contributes to the social significance of the former school from a spiritual point of view. 
 
Utilised as a training centre for McDonald managers the building is further associated 
with the social environment of McDonald’s personnel. 
 
The building is considered to have considerable local social significance. 

(c) Mana whenua  

 
The symbolic, spiritual, commemorative, traditional or other cultural value of, 
association with, or esteem for, the place by mana whenua. 

 
An assessment of the place’s significance to Mana Whenua has not been undertaken 
as part of this evaluation. 
 
(d) Knowledge 
 
Potential to provide knowledge through scientific or scholarly study or to contribute to 
an understanding of the cultural or natural history of the region or locality.  
 
The former school has the potential to provide knowledge of earlier school building 
types, at least from the exterior.  The formal symmetry and solid character of the 
building demonstrates the authoritative nature and formality of education in the 1920s.   
 
The site has been substantially altered, with the introduction of the motorway and the 
later development of offices and now townhouses on the former school grounds and it 
is now difficult to see how it operated as a school.  The interior has also been altered 
significantly and it would now be difficult to associate it with the original workings of the 
school.   
 
The building is considered to have moderate local significance with regard to the 
knowledge values.  

(e) Technological 

 
The technical accomplishment, design or value of the place.  
 
The former school building is associated with the changing needs of educational 
buildings at the time it was built.  The idea of cross-ventilation and good natural lighting 
was considered to be at the forefront of design of schools at the time and was reported 
to be an innovative part of this building design. 
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The building is considered to have moderate local significance with regard to 
technological values. 
 
(f) Physical attributes 

 
Whether the place has value as a notable or representative example of a type, design 
or style, method of construction, craftsmanship or use of materials or work of a notable 
designer, engineer or builder. 
 
The building is an excellent surviving example of notable Auckland architect, George 
Tole’s body of work.  Imposing in appearance the building is a handsome example of 
Tole’s use of Georgian elements within a classical aesthetic.  Corinthian columns with 
the crowning entablature, the triangular pediment above the door and the decorative 
dentils are all classical elements used to express the entry to the building. 
 
The general form of the building is intact retaining its integrity.  Later modifications to 
the building (the closure of the front entry and the addition of the western portico) have 
taken inspiration from the original design without directly imitating the vocabulary and 
are, therefore, discernible as an addition.   
 
The building is a fine and rare example of classical architecture.  There are very few 
examples of classical design from that period in New Zealand and it is evident that Tole 
was influenced by design philosophies applied in the United States to educational 
institutions at this time.  It is possible Tole intended this to become a new style of 
school architecture in New Zealand.  However, he had clearly experimented with other 
forms in school design.  The formality of this design reflects the more authoritative 
nature of schooling at the time. 
 
The building has considerable local and regional significance with regard to its 
physical attributes based on its architectural qualities as a classical building and as a 
particularly noteworthy example of George E Tole’s work. 

(g) Aesthetic 

The aesthetic, visual, or landmark values of the place.  
 
The building is a known landmark in the Freemans Bay.  The imposing nature of the 
classical building is both visually pleasing as well as being a dominating feature at the 
top of the eastern end of Wellington Street.  Regardless of later modification, the 
building has remained an aesthetically pleasing and well-balanced architectural 
composition.   
 
The building is considered to have considerable local aesthetic significance.   

(h) Context 

Extent to which the place contributes to or is associated with a wider historical and 
cultural context, streetscape, townscape, landscape or setting. 
 
On a prominent site positioned next to the entry to the northern motorway, the building 
has townscape value.  It is a defining feature to the boundary between Freemans Bay 
and the city.  Although the setting has changed substantially, the building is on its 
original site.   
 
The building also has collective value as part of a group of schools and associated 
buildings designed and built for the Sisters Of Mercy region-wide in the mid-to-late 
1920s and early 1930s.  These include the schoolrooms for the Star of Sea Convent in 
Howick and St Mary’s College in St Mary’s Bay.  Also as a former school the building is 
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part of another collective group of schools in the immediate vicinity which include 
Freemans Bay Primary School which was established on the site in 1888 and Auckland 
Girls Grammar School in Howe Street established in 1909.  Although the building no 
longer operates as a school, it has a direct relationship with these institutions as a 
purpose built school. 
 
The former school is also directly related to the development of Freemans Bay and 
how it influenced the changes to the school population.  The development in the area, 
which includes the introduction of the entry to the northern motorway, substantially 
changed the surrounding environment and ultimately led to the school closing and the 
building being adapted for business use.  The site is now subdivided and has been 
redeveloped for office use and residential.  The former school building now houses the 
head office of an upmarket New Zealand clothing brand and an advertising agency. 
This is significant in terms of the adaptability of the building within a changing 
environment, and could be considered symbolic of the development of Freemans Bay, 
which has gone from slums to an upmarket expensive urban environment. 
 
The building is considered to have considerable local and regional significance with 
regard to context. 

8.0 Statement of significance  

The former school building has considerable local and regional significance for its 
historical, social, physical attributes, aesthetic and context values.  Significant 
associations with the Catholic Church and the Sisters of Mercy as well as being the 
oldest school in New Zealand at the time of its closure in 1979 are considerable local 
and regional historical values.  As a school, the building served a substantial role in the 
community during the Depression, and also provided a social and spiritual environment 
for children and later secondary school students and as such has considerable local 
significance for its social values. 
 
Designed by eminent Auckland architect, George E Tole, the building is a notable 
example of his body of work.  It is also an excellent intact and rare example of classical 
architecture of the 1920s and has considerable regional significance with regard to 
physical attributes.  As a landmark building with a pleasing visual appearance, the 
building has witnessed significant changes in the development of the area and has 
adapted accordingly affording it local significance for its aesthetic and contextual 
values.  It has regional contextual significance as one of a collection of school and 
associated buildings built for the Sisters of Mercy in Auckland. 
 

9.0 Extent of the place for scheduling  

The identified extent of the place for scheduling is the area that is integral to the 
function, meaning and relationships of the place.  In this case it includes the land 
described as Lot 2 DP443606 (CT- 554932) and part of the land known as Lot 1 DP 
443606 (CT- 207073 - this is a small portion on the eastern side of the former school). 
The road reserve along the front of the building is also included in the extent of place. 
The areas included in the extent of place that are additional to the legal description of 
the site are considered necessary to protect the heritage values of the place allowing 
its sense of symmetry and prominence to survive.  Capturing the road reserve in the 
extent of place is necessary to allow for the place to have a certain amount of set back 
from the road.  
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Figure 34: The proposed extent of place is 
shown in the shaded section of the aerial.  
(Auckland Council GIS viewer) 

10.0  Recommendations   

Based on the above evaluation, the former St Patrick’s School at 59 Wellington Street, 
Freemans Bay meets the threshold for scheduling as a Category B Historic Heritage 
Place, having considerable historical, social, physical attributes, aesthetic and context 
values. 

 

11.0 Table of Historic Heritage Values  
 
Significance Criteria (A-
H) 

Value* (None, Little, 
Moderate, Considerable, 
Exceptional) 

Context (Local, Regional, 
National, International) 

A- Historical  
 

Considerable Local and Regional 

B- Social Considerable Local 

C- Mana Whenua Not assessed  

D- Knowledge 
 

Moderate Local 

E- Technological  Moderate Local 

F- Physical Attributes  Considerable Local and Regional 

G- Aesthetic Considerable Local 

H- Context  
 

Considerable Local and Regional 
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12.0 Overall Significance 
 
Place Name and/or 
Description 

St Patrick’s School  (former) 

Address 59 Wellington Street, Freeman’s Bay 

Category B 

Primary Feature The School Building 

Known Heritage 
Values 

A, B, F, G, H 

Extent of Place Refer to the above aerial in section 9.0 
 

Exclusions Interior of building 

Additional Controls 
for Archaeological 
Sites or Features 

--- 

Place of Maori Interest 
or Significance 

--- 

 
 
 
 
Author (and position)  
 
Megan Walker 
Historic Heritage Specialist 
 
Date  
 
25 August 2016 
 
Reviewer  
Rebecca Freeman 
Senior Specialist Historic Heritage 
 
Date  

 
September 2016 
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APPENDIX 1:  
 
Additional Historical Research – The Development of Freeman’s Bay and its 
Association with the School. 
 
The former St Patrick’s School was situated in one of the earliest settlements in New 
Zealand, Freemans Bay.  The bay is thought to be named after James Stuart Freeman 
who was Captain William Hobson’s secretary and who is believed to have lived in the 
area.  Colonel Felton Matthews designed a street layout for Freemans Bay in the 
1840s which incorporated reclamation of land from the harbour.  The Auckland Harbour 
Board pursued a vigorous programme of land reclamation along the Waitemata 
foreshore and by 1879, the area known as Freeman’s Bay was fully established. 

Figure 35: An early map of the city of Auckland dated 1866 demonstrating the full formation of 
Freemans Bay.  The site to be used by the school is indicated by the arrow.  (Sir George Grey 
Special Collections, Auckland Libraries, NZ Map 2591). 
 
The newly developed area of Freemans Bay was a working class suburb.  It was the 
industrial side of town, with modest workers cottages built as homes for those working 
in the area.  The abattoir, the gasworks and brickworks were located in the area.  By 
the 1880s there were shipyards, sawmills, an iron foundry, glassworks, asphalt works 
and other industries needed to help the new city develop.  A night soil dump and from 
1905 the city rubbish incinerator, known as the Destructor, were also located in the 
bay. 
 
The workers cottages were built close together on small sites on the Brookville Estate 
and Alma Place, both auctioned from 1864.  Some were very basic with mud floors.  
However in Franklin Road, more substantial houses were built and in 1873, plane trees 
were planted to beautify the street.  However the area still did not attract the gentry of 
Auckland.  Rather these larger houses became boarding establishments for single 
workers.   
 
At the end of the 19th century, the inlet of Freemans Bay was covered in silt and waste 
from the city industry in the area.  The Harbour Board intended to use the area to 
reclaim land and the Auckland City Council agreed to use this land to form a city park, 
providing green space, in an effort to relieve the intensity of industry in Freemans Bay.  
In the 1870s, Western Park was formed from the border of Ponsonby down to the 
Freemans Bay gully to provide a green space to the number of small residential lots in 
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the area.29  The newly reclaimed land at the base of Freemans Bay formed Victoria 
Park which was opened in December 1905.  Within the park, a children’s playground 
was provided and in 1910 the Campbell free kindergarten opened in the park for local 
children.   
 
By the turn of the century, the lower valley of Freemans Bay was overcrowded and 
polluted by the acrid smells of sewerage and rubbish.  Overcrowded houses were a 
significant problem for reasons of health and quality of life.  Often more than one family 
lived in the smallest of cottages.  The houses were cheap to rent but in poor condition.   
 
By the beginning of the 20th century, the council was already looking to demolish some 
of the most derelict houses.  Vacant lots became used by either small industries or 
rubbish dumps, which became infested with rats, creating further health issues in the 
area.30  There was a genuine fear of a plague developing in the area.  The Auckland 
Council built a city incinerator, known as the Destructor, to deal with the rubbish that 
was being dumped in the area.  However, the destructor was to produce new pungent 
smells that were to become part of daily life in Freemans Bay.31   
 
By the time St Patrick’s School was constructed in 1927 there was a high Maori 
population in Freemans Bay.  Maori families had moved into the area to take 
advantage of the cheap rents as they moved closer to the city for work.  With a large 
Maori population in the area, the Sisters of Mercy were able to continue the work they 
had come to New Zealand to undertake in the first place.  Providing free education to 
the local population was a progressive move in the area and followed on from the 
introduction of the Campbell Free Kindergarten.   
 
The poverty in Freemans Bay was desperate during the depression of the 1930s and 
provided a source for radical political movements seeking better living and working 
conditions. Houses were neglected by absentee land lords and whole streets became 
derelict.  It was at this time that the school opened its doors in the evening to help local 
residents with food, clothing, medical advice and dental treatment.  This act of 
generosity by the school was an example of the community spirit that existed in 
Freemans Bay at the time.  No matter how bad the conditions were, neighbours looked 
out for one another and a sense of camaraderie grew out of the hard times people 
endured.  
 
The Auckland City Council set up a housing committee in the 1930s to try to remedy 
the social problems that arose from the area.  Attention was focused on the dilapidated 
housing in Freemans Bay and surrounding suburbs.  The central government was 
asked for monetary assistance to for repairs of some houses and demolition of others 
(up to 50 to be demolished each year).32  There appears to have been little response 
from central government.  The government at this time was involved in the 
development of state housing to provide a good standard of accommodation for all 
New Zealanders, and they turned their attention to the slum clearance of Greys Avenue 
and the construction of state flats there. 
 
The Auckland City Council undertook a survey in Freemans Bay in 1946 and the 
findings were that the houses were unfit for human occupation and were the breeding 
ground of “sickness and crime and unrest.”33  In 1951, the council nominated 338 acres 
of Freemans Bay as an area of ‘slum’ clearance and urban renewal.34  The area was to 

                                                 
29 Urban Village, p49 
30 Ibid, p208 
31 Ibid 
32 Decently and in Ordee, p288 
33 Urban Village, p 211; PWF Stenhouse, Urban Renewal: A Study of the Freemans Bay Urban Renewal 
Programme, p4  
34 Urban Village, p211 
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be occupied by new multi storey terrace housing, with large open green spaces and 
new industrial buildings were to be constructed in the area bounded by Nelson, Union, 
Victoria and Halsey Streets.35  The first 269 houses to be demolished which housed 
some 1183 people, were in the area allocated as industrial. This area was said to 
contain the worst of the ‘slums’.36  Displaced people were placed in the new state 
housing suburbs that were being developed.  In 1955, the construction of the motorway 
was to separate this area from the rest of Freemans Bay.   
 
Clearance began around St Patrick’s School in Howe Street, Wellington Street and 
Hepburn Street as some residents were placed in transit housing.  Many long term 
residents who owned their homes were only given the money they initially paid for their 
properties they had bought decades earlier.  They were left displaced and without 
adequate compensation37.  The first council housing to be built was in Whitson Terrace, 
off Howe Street.  These were constructed in 1956.  By the end of the 1950s, the 
council owned star apartments had been built in an area bordered by Wellington Street, 
Hepburn Street and Howe Street.   

Figure 36: Houses in Whitson Terrace, Freemans Bay that were amongst the ‘slums’ to be 
cleared to make way for new council flats in the late 1950s.  (Sir George Grey Special 
Collections, Auckland Libraries, 580-1060). 
 

The composition of the area had changed dramatically as a result of the ‘slum’ 
clearance.  With the population dropping from 10,000 in the 1940s to only 3,778 
residents in 1971, the close knit community of long term working class residents had 
been replaced by a new more transient tenant population.38

 
 

                                                 
35 Ibid 
36 Ibid 
37 Ibid 215-218 
38 Ibid, 216 
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Figure 37: Demolition site looking southwest from Wellington Street to Hepburn Street in 1957-58  The 
area to the far left was soon to be demolished to provide room for what is now known as Freemans Park 
with the construction of the Star Flats.  (Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland Libraries, 580-
2216). 
 

In the 1960s and 1970s new immigrants from the Pacific Islands arrived in Auckland to 
help boost the labour shortage.  Freemans Bay and the surrounding suburbs of Grey 
Lynn and Ponsonby were the focus of Polynesian settlement for those new immigrants 
who wanted to live close to the city.  By 1966, 21% of the Freemans Bay population 
was Pacific Islander and 19% were Maori.39  This was reflected in St Patrick’s school 
population and the changes made to its curriculum from the 1950s until it closed in the 
1970s.  
 

With the new flats and the change in community structure and population, came new 
problems.  Gangs formed with fights breaking out between Pacific Island and Maori 
communities.  The area, which had always been a close knit community, suddenly 
became unsafe for many of the long term residents who had remained in their homes.   
 

The final ‘slum’ clearance fell considerably short of the original plan.  In 1968 the 
council reduced the original area considered for clearance.  Many houses had been 
sold to council but were sitting empty without demolition taking place.  Public opposition 
from the newly formed Ponsonby-Freemans Bay Planning Association in the early 
1970s, citing the plight of long-term residents eventually put a stop to the demolition 
proposal altogether, with the council removing the clearance ordinance in 1973.40 
 

Following this result, Freemans Bay underwent a transformation which began in the 
late 1970s with the gentrification of the area, as people bought the remaining Victorian 
houses and began to renovate and restore them.  For the first time the area became 
one of the most desirable places to live.  The proximity to central Auckland played an 

                                                 
39 Ibid 
40 Ibid, p219 
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important role in the early development of the suburb as well as the later gentrification 
of the area.  However, the move to restore properties also meant another change to the 
structure of the Freemans Bay population, with young professional families moving in 
to the area.  This change of community, along with the earlier slum clearance policy, 
played a large role in the decline in pupils at St Patrick’s School and led to its eventual 
closure.  However the building itself has managed to survive and has been successfully 
adapted for reuse, amidst these changes, including losing part of its land to motorway 
construction.   
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APPENDIX 2:  
 
Historic Images 
 

 Figure .38. : St Patrick’s Students, 1909 when the school was still in Hobson Street 
(www.mercyschools.org.nz visited 22 June 2016) 
 

Figure 39: Primer 1 and 2 outside the front entrance in 1952 when the school was more primary focused.  
(St Patrick’s Cathedral School, 1843-1979). 

http://www.mercyschools.org.nz/
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Figure 40: Standards 2 and 3 in 1955 (St Patrick’s Cathedral School, 1843-1979). 
 

Figure 41: Form 3 high school students in 1958 standing beside the arcaded basement level. (St Patrick’s 
Cathedral School, 1843-1979). 
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Figure 42: Physical Education on school grounds at the rear of the building in 1965. (St Patrick’s Cathedral 
School, 1843-1979). 
 

Figure 43: Form 4 students in 1974.  This photo indicates the distinct change in the cultural population of 
the school.  (St Patrick’s Cathedral School, 1843-1979). 
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APPENDIX 3:  
 
Additional Research – 
 
Cadastral Maps – DP17698, DP19626, DP21255 
Newspaper articles  
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New Zealand Herald, 18 September 1926 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Auckland Star, 4 October 1926,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

St Patrick’s School (former), 59 Wellington Street, Freemans Bay / Final 
  

 

45 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Auckland Star, 11 December 1926 
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APPENDIX 4:  
 
Certificates of Title –  
 

 NA405/296      9 February 1925 

 NA504/162      4 June 1926 

 NA504/161      7 June 1926 

 NA 471/261     22 February 1928 

 NA477/208      28 June 1928 

 NA491/191      08  May 1929 

 NA597/15        19 July 1937 

 NA46A/992      17 September 1979 

 NA50C/1116    02 September 1982 

 NA50C/1118    02 September 1982 

 NA50C/1119    02 September 1982 

 NA50C/1120    02 September 1982 

 NA207073       12 September 2005   

 NA554932    17 February 2012      
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APPENDIX 5: 

 
Drawings 
 

 
East and West side elevations completed for McDonalds that show the alterations to the school including 
the side entry.  (Auckland Council Property File). 
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North Elevation showing the original rear façade.  (Auckland Council Property File). 
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APPENDIX 6: 

 
Photographs 
 
Photographs of 59 Wellington Street taken by Auckland Council on 24 February 2016 

Wellington Street façade  

 
Eastern façade  
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Rear Northern facade 

 
Western facade 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Detail of window, columns 
and entablature above the 
former main entry 
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 Detail of column decoration 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Detail of former main entry 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Detail of column base at 
former front entry 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Foundation stone on the south eastern 
side of the building 
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South western corner of building indicating new 
extension with new entrance  
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