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KUPU WHAK ATAKI
INTRODUCTION

WAIK ARAK A PARK MASTERPLAN
Te Papa Rēhia o Waikaraka –
Waikaraka Park, Onehunga

KUPU WHAKATAKI
INTRODUC TION
Covering around 27 hectares of land in Onehunga, Waikaraka Park encompasses a wide variety of recreational uses that 
are highly valued by the community including a speedway facility sports fields and club facilities. The park also contains a 
cemetery and a number of historic built features, including its distinctive perimeter stone walls. 

Relationship with the reserve management plan

A reserve management plan (RMP) and masterplan have been created to provide a more holistic approach to managing 
the social, recreational, natural, cultural and heritage values of the park. Refer to Section 6.0 of the RMP for a description of 
these values.

Developed concurrently, both plans reflect the wider strategic outcomes and objectives sought by the council, local board, 
mana whenua and the community.  These outcomes are captured through the guiding principles in Section 7.0 of the RMP. 
This relationship between the masterplan and RMP ensures that the outcomes reflected in the masterplan align with the 
objectives and policies of the RMP. 

Introducing the masterplan

The masterplan reflects the 30–year vision for the park and illustrates the priorities to guide the Maungakiekie–Tāmaki Local 
Board on future decisions to develop and invest in Waikaraka Park.

We’ve developed the masterplan with extensive involvement of mana whenua and current users of the park, and consulted 
with the wider community in June 2019 and June – August 2020. The importance of te ao Māori (Māori world view) in 
managing the park is highlighted in Section 4.0 of the RMP, and captured in this masterplan in the table to demonstrate its 
alignment with the Mana Whenua Kaitiaki Forum pou outcomes.

The local board will continue to work with mana whenua on future development and ongoing use of the park. The local 
board will also consult further on implementation of the masterplan with park users and the community as guided by the RMP. 
This process ensures that the aspirations of current and future communities for the park are captured.

Reading the masterplan

This masterplan document is designed to inform the community about the vision for the park and has been organised into 
three parts:

•	 The masterplan is shown on page 01, presenting a complete view of the design.

•	 The masterplan diagrams are contained within pages 03 to 13, with each plan reflecting a particular aspect and/or 
providing context for the design. 

•	 The alignment with the Mana Whenua Kaitiaki Forum pou outcomes is shown on pages 15 to 18, which also includes 
plans of the original Onehunga coastline.  
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WAIK ARAK A PARK MASTERPLAN
Te Papa Rēhia o Waikaraka –
Waikaraka Park, Onehunga

TE HĀNGAI O TE  MAHERE MATUA MŌ TE PAPA RĒHIA O WAIKARAKA KI  NGĀ 
HUA E HIAHIATIA ANA E TE  RŌPŪ KAITIAKI MANA WHENUA
WAIKARAKA PARK MASTERPLAN ALIGNMENT TO THE MANA WHENUA 
KAITIAKI FORUM POU OUTCOMES
Mana whenua have a strong and enduring relationship and connection to the whenua, being Papatūanuku. Mana whenua 
uphold their customary role and responsibility as kaitiaki to sustain, protect and enhance the te taiao taonga of the land, 
soil, water and air. Mana whenua manaaki and inform the Waikaraka Park project by providing their cultural knowledge to 
create restorative environments. This includes ecological enhancement allowing people and nature to restore balance and 
wellbeing. The impact of this will be seen in the wellbeing of people and the natural environment including the Manukau 
Harbour and local neighbourhoods.

Waikaraka Action Outcome Mana Whenua Kaitiaki Forum 
Pou Alignment

Mana Whenua Kaitiaki Forum Pou Outcomes Te Aranga 
Principlei

Mana whenua partnering with council staff 
through plan creation process

The status of mana whenua is recognised 
and respected as a council partner

Governance 1.2	 Mana whenua develop skills and knowledge to influence and participate in decision-making Mana

Culture and Identity
2.1.5	 Visibility of mana whenua culture is improved through engagement of mana whenua 

endorsed technical experts (artists, designers, planners, etc)

Opportunities for naming of park assets 
and proposed stream to reflect mana 
whenua involvement

The status of mana whenua is recognised 
and respected as a council partner

Culture and Identity
2.1	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible

2.1.4	 Where determined necessary by the Forum, mana whenua names are agreed and given to all 
new council facilities, public spaces, assets, etc

Mana

Wellbeing
4.4	 Mana whenua access appropriate wellbeing, healthcare and related support services and 

recreational activities

Naming of the proposed daylighted 
waterway

Māori names are celebrated
Culture and Identity

2.1	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible

2.3	 Tāmaki Makaurau is a bilingual city

2.1.4	 Where determined necessary by the Forum, mana whenua names are agreed and given to all 
new council facilities, public spaces, assets, etc

Whakapapa

Wellbeing
4.4	 Mana whenua access appropriate wellbeing, healthcare and related support services and 

recreational activities

Signage to reflect correct names People and places are connected through 
whakapapa

Wellbeing
4.4	 Mana whenua access appropriate wellbeing, healthcare and related support services and 

recreational activities
Whakapapa

Culture and Identity 2.1	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible

Acknowledge any ancestors in Waikaraka 
Cemetery

Remembrance, acknowledgement, 
respected, celebration and of our 
ancestors

Wellbeing
4.4	 Mana whenua access appropriate wellbeing, healthcare and related support services and 

recreational activities
Whakapapa

Culture and Identity 2.1	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible

i	 Te Aranga Design principles are outlined in the Auckland Design Manual and serve as a starting point for positive engagement with mana 
whenua (refer also to Section 4.0 of the Waikaraka Park Reserve Management Plan). Te Aranga Design principles have a general alignment with 
the Pou Outcomes as shown in the above table.

TE HĀNGAI O TE MAHERE MATUA MŌ TE PAPA RĒHIA O WAIK ARAK A KI 
NGĀ HUA E HIAHIATIA ANA E TE RŌPŪ K AITIAKI MANA WHENUA
WAIK ARAK A PARK MASTERPLAN ALIGNMENT TO MANA WHENUA 
K AITIAKI FORUM POU OUTCOMES 

http://www.aucklanddesignmanual.co.nz/design-subjects/maori-design/te_aranga_principles
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Waikaraka Action Outcome Mana Whenua Kaitiaki Forum 
Pou Alignment

Mana Whenua Kaitiaki Forum Pou Outcomes Te Aranga 
Principlei

Highlighting the importance of the original 
coastline, including the headlandii

Improving the mauri of the Manukau 
Harbour by improving the receiving 
environment

Wellbeing
4.4 	 Mana whenua access appropriate wellbeing, healthcare and related support services and 

recreational activities
Tohu

Natural Environment
3.2.2 	 Increasing number of initiatives developed which protect and improve the environment, 

improve air and water quality and reduce pollution

Culture and Identity 2.1 	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible

Figure 01  Tohu i te takutai i te tau 1907 – Indicative 1907 coastline Figure 02  Survey Office (SO) 17223 cadastral map (1912)

ii	 Figure 01 below indicates the approximate location of the former coastline as interpreted from historical survey maps (including Figure 02) and 
aerial information.

TE HĀNGAI O TE MAHERE MATUA MŌ TE PAPA RĒHIA O WAIK ARAK A KI 
NGĀ HUA E HIAHIATIA ANA E TE RŌPŪ K AITIAKI MANA WHENUA 
WAIK ARAK A PARK MASTERPLAN ALIGNMENT TO MANA WHENUA 
K AITIAKI FORUM POU OUTCOMES 
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Waikaraka Action Outcome Mana Whenua Kaitiaki Forum 
Pou Alignment

Mana Whenua Kaitiaki Forum Pou Outcomes Te Aranga 
Principlei

Enhancing visual connections to the 
maunga

Provides for the connection between past 
and present of cultural landmarks

Wellbeing
4.4	 Mana whenua access appropriate wellbeing, healthcare and related support services and 

recreational activities
Tohu

Culture and Identity 2.1	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible

Signage and wayfinding Use of mana whenua approved 
(traditional/original) names of significant 
sites and cultural landmarks are identified 
and visible
Naming opportunity

Wellbeing
4.4	 Mana whenua access appropriate wellbeing, healthcare and related support services and 

recreational activities
Tohu

Culture and Identity
2.1	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible

2.3	 Tāmaki Makaurau is a bilingual city

Any heritage trails to include iwi history, 
and whether any cemetery walks should 
include history of people buried there

Celebrating and acknowledging agreed 
cultural landmarks and cultural sites of 
significance

Wellbeing
4.4	 Mana whenua access appropriate wellbeing, healthcare and related support services and 

recreational activities
Tohu

Natural Environment
3.2 	 The mauri o te taiao, mauri o te wai and oranga o te hau is improved and enhanced

3.2.2 	 Increasing number of initiatives developed which protect and improve the environment, 
improve air and water quality and reduce pollution

Protecting and enhancing native 
ecosystems

The natural environment is protected, 
restored and enhanced Natural Environment

3.2	 The mauri o te taiao, mauri o te wai and oranga o te hau is improved and enhanced

3.2.2	 Increasing number of initiatives developed which protect and improve the environment, 
improve air and water quality and reduce pollution

Taiao

Better stormwater management Stormwater management achieves above 
minimum standards Natural Environment

3.2 	 The mauri o te taiao, mauri o te wai and oranga o te hau is improved and enhanced

3.2.2 	 Increasing number of initiatives developed which protect and improve the environment, 
improve air and water quality and reduce pollution

Taiao

Daylighting of waterway The natural environment is protected, 
restored and enhanced Natural Environment

3.2 	 The mauri o te taiao, mauri o te wai and oranga o te hau is improved and enhanced

3.2.2 	 Increasing number of initiatives developed which protect and improve the environment, 
improve air and water quality and reduce pollution

Taiao

Daylighting of waterway to improve water 
quality and management

Daylighting of stream by encouraging 
people to raise awareness and take 
responsibility for water quality and 
management

Wellbeing
4.4 	 Mana whenua access appropriate wellbeing, healthcare and related support services and 

recreational activities
Taiao

Ongoing work to improve water quality, 
leachate and managing the effects from 
the closed landfill and closed cemetery

Mitigate effects and manage any future 
risks associated with the closed landfill.
Environmental health is managed, 
protected, maintained and/or enhanced

Natural Environment
3.2 	 The mauri o te taiao, mauri o te wai and oranga o te hau is improved and enhanced

3.2.2 	 Increasing number of initiatives developed which protect and improve the environment, 
improve air and water quality and reduce pollution

Mauri tu

Managing pest plants and animals to 
protect native species

Environmental health is protected, 
maintained and/or enhanced Natural Environment 3.2 	 The mauri o te taiao, mauri o te wai and oranga o te hau is improved and enhanced Mauri tu

WAIK ARAK A PARK MASTERPLAN
Te Papa Rēhia o Waikaraka –
Waikaraka Park, Onehunga

TE HĀNGAI O TE MAHERE MATUA MŌ TE PAPA RĒHIA O WAIK ARAK A KI 
NGĀ HUA E HIAHIATIA ANA E TE RŌPŪ K AITIAKI MANA WHENUA 
WAIK ARAK A PARK MASTERPLAN ALIGNMENT TO MANA WHENUA 
K AITIAKI FORUM POU OUTCOMES 
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Waikaraka Action Outcome Mana Whenua Kaitiaki Forum 
Pou Alignment

Mana Whenua Kaitiaki Forum Pou Outcomes Te Aranga 
Principlei

Native planting is used for riparian 
margins

Native planting is used for riparian 
margins Natural Environment

3.2 	 The mauri o te taiao, mauri o te wai and oranga o te hau is improved and enhanced

3.2.2 	 Increasing number of initiatives developed which protect and improve the environment, 
improve air and water quality and reduce pollution

Predominant use of native planting in future Guidance from mana whenua to restore 
the cultural and environmental landscape Culture and Identity 2.1 	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible Mauri tu

Opportunities to capture Māori 
narratives in new development, including 
interpretative information and signage 
(wayfinding), enhanced park entrance, 
pathways, etc.

Engagement with mana whenua to 
develop a visible cultural landscape Wellbeing

4.4	 Mana whenua access appropriate wellbeing, healthcare and related support services and 
recreational activities

Mahi toi

Culture and Identity 2.1 	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible

Provide opportunities to express manaaki Mana whenua have a living and enduring 
presence and are secured and valued 
within their rohe

Wellbeing
4.4 	 Mana whenua access appropriate wellbeing, healthcare and related support services and 

recreational activities
Ahi ka

Culture and Identity 2.1 	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible

Hireable spaces available to use Suitable spaces are available for mana 
whenua to participate and showcase in 
cultural practices and events

Culture and Identity
2.1 	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible

2.1.5 	 Visibility of mana whenua culture is improved through engagement of mana whenua 
endorsed technical experts (artists, designers, planners, etc)

Māori design opportunities Mana whenua narratives are captured and 
expressed creatively and appropriately 
through engagement with mana whenua

Wellbeing
4.4 	 Mana whenua access appropriate wellbeing, healthcare and related support services and 

recreational activities
Ahi ka

Culture and Identity
2.1 	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible

2.1.5 	 Visibility of mana whenua culture is improved through engagement of mana whenua 
endorsed technical experts (artists, designers, planners, etc)

Design and location of park buildings, 
infrastructure, pedestrian routes to be 
consistent with Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design Principles

Applying the environmental design 
principles and cultural design principles to 
achieve a safer environment

Culture and Identity
2.1 	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible

2.1.5 	 Visibility of mana whenua culture is improved through engagement of mana whenua 
endorsed technical experts (artists, designers, planners, etc)

Council recognise Mana whenua sites of 
significance and observe cultural practices

Culturally sensitive areas in the park are 
identified by mana whenua and the correct 
tikanga is observed

Wellbeing
4.4 	 Mana whenua access appropriate wellbeing, healthcare and related support services and 

recreational activities
Tohu

Culture and Identity 2.1 	 Mana whenua culture and identity is understood, respected, and visible

Council identify economic opportunities for 
mana whenua

Mana whenua are provided opportunities 
to partner with Council

Economic
5.1.3 	 Increasing number of mana whenua-owned businesses contracted by council whanau from 

2021

5.1.4 	 Increasing number of mana whenua-owned businesses from 2022

Wellbeing
4.3.1 	 Strategy to increase mana whenua employment opportunities and improve career pathways 

developed by 2022

4.3.2	  Increasing number of mana whenua earning above the living wage from 2024

WAIK ARAK A PARK MASTERPLAN
Te Papa Rēhia o Waikaraka –
Waikaraka Park, Onehunga
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