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Foreword
Hobson Bay is a unique and special place in Auckland. Hobson Bay and its immediate surrounds 
form a vital access way, a popular recreation hub and an important environmental and heritage 
location.

planned.

to Hobson Bay that delivers greater value for residents, ratepayers and other stakeholders.
Developing a Hobson Bay Action Plan has been a key local board priority and we are committed to 
making the most of this very special and unique place.

To achieve that aim, this draft action plan sets out how we will:

Lead people’s aspirations for Hobson Bay. 

Support coordinated and integrated planning decisions. 

Guide existing and new investment in the area.

Madills Masterplan and the Tamaki Drive Masterplan.

We could not have got to this stage without the contribution of residents, community groups, iwi 
and other key stakeholders.

We are indebted to those who took part in our preliminary workshops and came along to an open 
evening at the Parnell Cricket Club.

Thank you for supporting and contributing to this important plan.

Desley Simpson (Chair) 
Mark Thomas (Deputy Chair) 
Ken Baguley 
Troy Churton 
Kate Cooke 
Colin Davis, JP 
Kit Parkinson

“We are committed to making the most of this very special and unique place.”
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Image 02: Aerial photo looking towards Thomas Bloodworth Park and Shore Road Reserve (2012).
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1.1 Why does Hobson Bay need an action plan?

Considerable progress has been made on the Hobson Bay Coastal Walkway. The removal of the sewer 
pipeline has greatly increased the visual amenity of Hobson Bay and created opportunities for improved 
access and use.

public investment in and around Hobson Bay, but a lack of coordination creates a risk that planning and 

future.  This action plan will provide the clear vision to guide future decision-making and investment in 
and around Hobson Bay.

ensuring new investment builds on what has already been achieved and is in the pipeline

This action plan has been the result collective effort involving local residents and community groups, iwi 
and other key stakeholders to establish a shared vision for Hobson Bay and sets out the key moves to 
get us there.

associated with Hobson Bay.

It extends in places to incorporate  areas of public open space that are linked to Hobson Bay such as 

Reserve.  

The study area broadly includes:

Ngapipi Road in the east

Shore Road Reserve

Wilson’s Beach

Waitaramoa Reserve

Thomas Bloodworth Park

the top of the coastal cliffs in the west that run between Shore Road Reserve and Point Resolution  
pedestrian bridge (Parnell)

Hobson Bay and Whakatakataka Bay

the causeway section of Tamaki Drive between Ngapipi Road and Point Resolution to the north

This action plan recognises the vision of the Tamaki Drive Masterplan, that “Tamaki Drive and the 

including:

Point Resolution headland and the Parnell Baths to the northwest 

the south and Parnell to the west
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Study area

Key

Study area and area 

Hobson Bay

Whakatakataka 
Bay

Ngapipi Road 

Tamaki Drive

Waitaramoa 
Reserve

Wilson’s Beach

Shore Road 
Reserve

Shore Road

 Pouo rewawawa CCCCCCCCCrerereeeeeer eekekeekekekekkkeekekkkkekekekekkekkekekk

Thomas 
Bloodworth 

Park 

OkOkOkOkkahahahaha u uuu
BBBaBB yyyyy

WaW itemmmata a Haarbrbouour



Image 03: Aerial photo looking towards Hobson Bay,  Newmarket in foreground (2012).
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1.3  Context  

Hobson Bay Action Plan

Plan 2011.

The purpose of the action plan is two-fold: 

to provide a clear vision and framework to guide current and future investment in the area.

In initiating the action plan process, the local board has placed a particular focus on identifying how access, 

community.

completed.

The six priorities are:

Priority Two: Providing better transport options.

Priority Three: Coordinated planning decisions for Tamaki Drive.

Priority Four: Investing in our communities and maintaining our local character.

area and alongside the rail corridor. These included:

Wilson’s Beach connection to Thomas Bloodworth Park / Shore Road Reserve.

Shared walkway / cycleway from Meadowbank rail station following the rail line to Purewa Cemetery.

Pourewa valley to St Johns Road connection.

through the preparation of the stocktake report and workshop engagement with 
stakeholders. This has informed the setting of priorities and actions within the plan.   

iFiFiF gug rrere 000000000022FFFFFiiFiiiigiigugugugugugugggggguuguguuguguguurrrrrrreeeeereereeereeee 00000000000000000000222222::2::2::::000022222:22222222222222::2:::2:2:2:::: Froooooo ttttttttt ccccc v rrr rr oooffFFFFFFFFFrrrrFrFrrrrrrrrrrrrrrooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooonnnnnnnonononnnonnnonnnnnoonnnonnntttttt tt ttttttttt tttt ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccooovvv ooooccoooocooocooocooooooccoocccooc vvvvooooooovvvvvevvvvvveveeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrr ooooooooooooooo ttthhoffofofffffffffffff ttttttttttthhhhhheeheeee OrOOrOO kkk LLococc Boo dr PPPPPP 22011111OOOOOOrOrarraaakakkekkkeeeeeeieieiie LLLLLLoooococcccccaaaaalalall BBBBBBBoooo dd Pll 020201 .oaoaoaoaaardrrrrdrdddd PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPlllllllllllllaaalalllllllllaaann n 2222202000011111111111111.
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Your Local Board Plan   Draft for Consultation

9

Local Board Plan 2011  
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The Hobson Bay Action Plan has been developed to support improved planning and investment in 

Development Team, to inform future development and decision-making prioritisation and delivery of 

intended to be consistent with:

any Reserve Management Plans for reserves and open spaces within the study area

Strategy

and corridor management plans.

the Hobson Bay Action Plan will 
need to comply with, and give effect to, any relevant plans that have statutory weighting, as well 

Auckland Council.

1.5 Action plan and process

The Hobson Bay Action Plan has been developed in collaboration with the Hobson Bay community and 

workshops to identify issues and opportunities for Hobson Bay, as well as to inform the development of 
the vision, priorities and actions for the Hobson Bay Action Plan.

The process used in developing the action plan included:

creation of a background stocktake report (January 2013) that reviewed recent, current and planned 

Tuesday 12 March 2013.  Participants responded  to the following matters:

what does Hobson Bay mean to you? Why is it important to you?

what works well and what doesn’t work well?

what are the priorities, areas of focus and choices we need to make?

22 April 2013, to present and receive feedback on the draft vision, priorities and actions.

a vision and key moves for Hobson Bay, and to set priority actions to achieve this vision. These were 
presented at the second workshop and feedback received has contributed directly to the further 
development of this draft action plan.



Image 04: Aerial photo looking towards Hobson Bay from Waitemata (2012).



2.0 Context
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Planning Maps

Plan Map Zones / overlays

Auckland City District Plan - Isthmus section
B10, C10, D10, C11, D11, C12, D12

The Visual Protection of Auckland’s Volcanic Cones Height Restrictions (maps 4, 5, 11, 12) Protection for several cones

Auckland Regional Plan: Coastal

Map Series 1 -  sheet 30

Coastal protection Area 1 - 51a, 51b, and 51d; Mooring Management Area - 49 and 50; 
Marina management Area; Cultural Heritage Places and Areas for Protection - 380 and 

Map Series 5: Setting zones , outer zones and impact monitoring sites - sheet 6

Auckland Regional Policy Statement Map Series 4a: Visual Protection of Volcanic Features - sheet 2 see Isthmus DP - mapped in the DP also

Areas of Known Degradation

Areas requiring greater emphasis for the avoidance and mitigation of adverse effects to 
water quality (coastal and estuarine areas, wetlands and lakes)

Figure 04:  Summary of planning provisions

2.1 Planning context

At the district level, the Isthmus section of the Auckland City District Plan shows the zones and 

Hobson Bay is residential. There are many parks and reserves with various purposes surrounding the 
edge of Hobson Bay. These are zoned open space, and further grouped by conservation, informal 
recreation, organised recreation, community, and leisure complexes (noted as open space 1 to 5 

recreation.

At the regional level the Auckland Regional Plan: Coastal and Auckland Regional Policy Statement show 
various zones and overlays which apply to Hobson Bay, as per the table below.

Summary of planning provisions

Planning provisions for Hobson Bay and surrounding area may change in the future as a result of the 
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Hobson Bay

Key

Existing district plan 
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Business activity zones
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Hobson Bay

Key

Unitary Plan

Single House

Mixed Housing
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Rural and Coastal Settlement
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Local Centre
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City Centre

Mixed Use
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Business Park

Light Industry
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Rural Coastal

Rural Conservation

Rural Production

Mixed Rural

Countryside Living

Defence

Ferry Terminal

Marina

Minor Port

Mooring

General Coastal Marine

Public Open Space - Conservation

Public Open Space - Informal Recreation

Public Open Space - Civic and Community

Public Open Space - Sport and Active Recreation

Special Purpose

Future Urban

Strategic Transport Corridor

Road

Interim Rural Urban Boundary
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Images 04-10:

04: Foreshore Hobson Bay 

05: Basalt rock 

06: Mud rock at Hobson Bay 

07: Kereru/ native wood pigeon  

08-09: Mangroves 

(all above photographs are sourced from 

Auckland Council, 2012).

10: Wilson’s Beach. Photo by Jay 

Farnworth, ID 38-229143 (2012). 

2.2 Natural and cultural values

Natural environment

has maintained a degree of natural character and ecological functioning and values. This makes it 
 

eastern isthmus.

faced herons, pied stilts, mallard ducks, pukeko and kereru (native wood pigeon). 

recognition of its importance as a shag breeding area and as a feeding area for a variety of 
coastal and wading birds.
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Cultural and historic heritage

Settlement

found evidence outside of the defences along the ridge top to the north and south of the pa.

1.  At that time it did not extend down to Hobson Bay, but 

the Crown purchased much of the northern slopes of Remuera from the ridge down to Hobson Bay. The land was 
subsequently subdivided and sold to settler-farmers who built large homes and farmed the surrounding land2.  

By the 1850s the hill slopes around the west of Hobson Bay were cleared and grazed as pastoral farmland.  From 
the 1870s Parnell and Remuera grew more rapidly as residential suburbs of Auckland and by 1910 these were well-
established and highly desirable. 

3.  It was not until the 1920s to 1930s, 

Paratai Drive were offered for sale and the suburb began to develop.

During the late nineteenth and into the early twentieth century, following the clearing of land, Hobson Bay was used 
as a holding pen for kauri logs until they were called for by the timber mills at Freemans Bay4.   There were concerns by 
early settlers about kauri logs being held in Hobson Bay, who considered they stirred up mud and blocked the Bay5. 

the twentieth century, construction work commenced on a massive concrete sewer pipe, which ran across the surface 

 
The main outfall works were opened in March 19146.   Within 20 years the sewerage scheme was no longer adequate 

1  http://parnellheritage.org.nz/ 

2  

3  Matthews & Matthews Architects (2005) Hobson Bay Boatsheds Conservation Plan

4 Johnson, D (1988) Auckland by the Sea: 100 Years of Work and Play

5 http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast?a=d&d=AS19061120.2.21 
 

Images 11-15: 

11: Wilson’s Beach, Remuera, Auckland 

7-A11230. Wilson’s Photos. 

12: Two Maori canoes, possibly at 

New Zealand. Ref 1/2-029162-F. 

Photographer unknown. 

13:

Basin, Pourewa Bridge, a railway camp 

located mid-ground. Sourced from 

J.D Richardson. 

14:

4-5402. Photo by J.D Richardson. 

15: 

7-A11221. Photographer unknown.
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and alternatives for treatment and discharge of sewage sought.  The outfall was decommissioned 

In the 1920s two further pieces of infrastructure brought changes to Hobson Bay and the 
landform surrounding it.  The North Island main trunk railway (Auckland’s eastern railway line) 
was constructed between 1925 and 1929 on a causeway bisecting Hobson Bay.  Its construction 

between 1926 and 1931, the construction of Tamaki Drive opened up vast tracts of formerly 
remote land to the east7, around Kohimarama and the early Auckland settlement of St Heliers 
and in doing so further changed the geology of the bay.

Recreation

Hobson Bay has been highly valued and well used for both water sports and more passive 

Bay continued to be used for recreational rather than commercial uses and made such a request 
to the Auckland Harbour Board8.   To this day, Hobson Bay continues to be a popular location for 
recreational pursuits.  

Boating was an early form of both non-motorised transport and recreational pursuit in Auckland.  

7 Ibid

8 Matthews and Matthews Architects (2005) Hobson Bay Boatsheds Conservation Plan 

An early collection of boatsheds, built by settlers, were located in Hobson Bay, tucked into the 
cliffs below Parnell and Remuera; these were cut off from the harbour by construction of the 
sewer, although it was still possible to haul a dinghy up the ramp.  From the middle of the 1920s 
the Auckland Harbour Board started receiving applications for boatsheds on the seaward side of 

of rail and road connections linking the eastern bays with the city.  The Harbour Board developed 
a standard design and standard cream and green colour scheme in 1930 to achieve a uniform 
approach to the sheds. The well photographed seventeen boatsheds on Ngapipi Road at 
Whakatakataka Bay on the eastern side of the Hobson Bay, scheduled as Cultural Heritage sites 
for protection through the Auckland Regional Plan: Coastal 2008, remain as examples of this 
once common building type. 

Bay were cleared, levelled and grassed to create Thomas Bloodworth Park and Shore Road 
Reserve, both popular locations for active and passive recreation.

Image 16:  
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Hobson Bay

Key

Sites and areas of 

Heritage sites

Protection

Archaeological Feature for Protection

for Protection

Note: Refer District Plan maps C10-12 / D10-
12 on the Auckland Council Website: 

www.aucklandcouncilgovtnzENplanspoliciesg p p
projectsplansstrategiesDistrictRegionalPlans p j p g g
aucklandcitydistrictplanisthmus/Pages/home.y p g
aspxp

This information has been sourced from 
Auckland Council’s GIS database. Its accuracy 

be an exhaustive list; it is reproduced here to
illustrate the high number of sites and areas 

area.

District Plan Features and Areas for Protection:
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A continuous walkway around Hobson Bay from Resolution Point in Parnell to Shore 
Road in Remuera was originally designed in 1996. The route was intended as a boardwalk 

redesigned and underwent further consultation. The design of the walkway was altered 
to be more harmonious with the coastal environment and less costly, with some parts 
passable only at low tide.

Sections were completed in the following order:

Shore Road Reserve (1999)
Awatea Reserve to Freda Kirkwood walkway (2000)
St Kentigern School – Wilson’s Beach to Shore Road (2001)

Point Resolution steps to Awatea Reserve (2006)

A seventh stage, Shore Road to Wilson’s Beach was not completed at the time due to 

Some sections of the walkway, completed in 2006, have degraded and washed away. 
The most evident is Awatea Reserve to Freda Kirkwood walkway.

and alongside the rail corridor. These included:

Wilson’s Beach connection to Thomas Bloodworth Park / Shore Road Reserve.

Connection from Meadowbank rail station following the rail line to the eastern side 
of Purewa Cemetery.
Pourewa valley to St Johns Road.

Images 17-23: 
 
17-18: Boardwalk around St Kentigern 

School, Remuera. 

 

 

21-22: Hobson Bay, informal walkway.  

(all above photographs are sourced from 

Auckland Council, 2012).

23:  Wilson’s Beach Hobson Bay. Photo 

by Jay Farnworth, ID 38-229144 (2012).
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1

4

3
2

Key

Existing development 
of Hobson Bay 

1

Hobson Bay Walkway  - St Stephens 
Avenue to Thomas Bloodworth Park

Hobson Bay Walkway - Victoria 
Avenue to St Kentigern School

2

3

4

Hobson Bay Walkway - Thomas 
Bloodworth Park to Shore Road 
Reserve

Hobson Bay
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part of the stocktake: 

01 Point Resolution bridge

02 Point Resolution reserve upgrade

03 Hobson Bay walkway to Point Resolution stairway connection

06 Wilson’s Beach to Shore Road Reserve walkway connection

07 Wilson’s Beach replenishment

10 Tamaki Drive/Ngapipi Road safety improvements

Figure 09, on page 28.  

2.5 Planning initiatives

Planning initiatives

14 Hobson Bay Boat Club future access and operations

15 Hobson Bay Watercourse Management Plan

16 Tamaki Drive Masterplan

17 Tamaki Drive, Ngapipi, Kepa and Kohimarama Roads Corridor Management Plan (TaNKK 
CMP)

18 Waitemata te Tokaroa (Meola Reef) to Taurarua (Point Resolution) coastal walkway 
scoping study

The location of planning initiatives 12 - 18 can been seen on Figure 10, on page 29. 
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3.1  Issues and opportunities

  

Issues:

There is a lot of interest to use the existing open spaces for recreational, formal and informal 

sporting activities

infrastructure and parking

Informal recreation amenity and services are limited

There are limited water-based activities and access to the foreshore

The railway line divides Hobson Bay into two spaces, limiting the water recreation that can 

occur there

Potential for Hobson Bay to be used for small boating activity – needs generous access, a light 

dredge may achieve this 

Improve or relocate facilities for informal recreation around Hobson Bay, eg. dog walking, 

cycling and water activities.

Consider Auckland Rowing Club 2000m course which could bring more activity to the area

Connections

Issues:

The incomplete walkways and cycleways around Hobson Bay prevent continuous uninterrupted 

access to Hobson Bay and use of the area

A lack of connections between Hobson Bay and its surrounding areas particularly, the parks and 

reserves

Although Hobson Bay is the area of focus, there is little physical opportunity to access the 

foreshore and water

Sections of the existing coastal walkway are tidal and often underwater

Complete the missing coastal walkway/cycleway connections around Hobson Bay, particularly 

Walkway  to Wilson Beach and Victoria Avenue

Improve connection to Waitaramoa Reserve, currently separated by road, to promote greater 

use 

Improve the connections between parks

Improve reserve and foreshore connections

Increase boat access to Hobson Bay, eg. the construction of a boat ramp or improved access to 

the marina

Develop the walkways and cycleways with a consistent look and feel to create a cohesive 

access route
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Transportation and safety

Issues:

There are limited parking or alternative transportation options to and from the area

Hobson Bay

Hobson Bay from all around Auckland

New sporting and recreation initiatives in Hobson Bay may raise issues associated with 
vehicular access and parking

Develop a safer environment for pedestrians and cyclists accessing the Hobson Bay area

Safely connect the reserves and open space network surrounding Hobson Bay

Improve public transportation options to reduce demand on limited car parking, particularly 
during key sports times

The railway line creates two spaces – investigate the dual opportunity for transport and 
regeneration

Issues: 

The visual amenity of the area is not maximised to its full potential

The open spaces surrounding Hobson Bay are not always respected and damage can occur 
from inappropriate use

extent There is a need to balance access for sport and recreation with ecosystem services 
such as water quality, vegetation management and improvements to environment

The aquatic and marine values have not been well maintained and the water quality is not 
at an adequate standard for recreational use

There is extensive mangrove growth and spread across Hobson Bay, which may be affecting 
indigenous vegetation.

adequately supported by infrastructure

activities occurring outside of the Hobson Bay area

(Watercare)

There may be opposition to environmental improvements where they restrict established 
use of Hobson Bay

Use the convenient location of Hobson Bay and its ability to be accessed by a large number 
of people to secure more funding for amenity improvements

Improve the community facilities in the area to support appropriate community use

Provide interpretation and information on the historic heritage and natural heritage values 
of the area in a way that is creative 

Continue investment in water and stormwater infrastructure development and maintenance 
around Hobson Bay to prevent further degradation of water quality and the marine 
environment

Review the spread of mangroves around Hobson Bay and determine appropriate 
management

upstream impacts in the wider stormwater catchment at the source to reduce adverse 
effects on the Hobson Bay environment

Investigate potential for enhancement and private use of Watercare site at bottom of Logan 
Terrace



 Image  25: Aerial photo looking west over Fenton Circus towards the Tamaki Drive (2012).
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4.1 Vision for Hobson Bay and the    
 surrounding area

 

We will do this by: 

Improving leisure and recreation opportunities on land and water

Creating new and improved connections for pedestrians and cyclists

Enha ncing the environment and heritage of Hobson Bay

Improving transport connections with safety as a priority

4.2  Priorities

The workshops with key stakeholders, as well as the stocktake review of work to date, 

us start to realise vision for Hobson Bay.

Improving leisure and recreation opportunities on 
land and water

26226
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Enhancing the environment and heritage of 
Hobson Bay

Creating new and improved connections for 
pedestrians and cyclists  

Improving transport connections with safety as a 
priority
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      Access to leisure and   
       recreation

Actions that will help us realise the vision:

 
 Shore Road Reserve and Thomas Bloodworth Park and 
 informal recreation opportunities and access to the 
 costal environment.

 

 Support new leisure and recreational opportunities and  
 

 access with appropriate infrastructure, which could  
 include vehicle access to the water, parking, new or 
 relocated facilities and basic amenities such as water 
 stations, toilets.

     Allocate funding for landscape improvements to open  
 space and along the coastal walkways.

     Advocate to Auckland Transport for better public   
 transport access to the leisure and recreation 
 opportunities in and around Hobson Bay.

 Investigate opportunities for additional recreation 
 opportunites around Hobson Bay.

Water

 Invest in better access and use of Hobson Bay by small  
 (non- motorised) crafts and paddle boarders by 
 providing better launch sites, all tide access, and facilities  
 such as secure storage racks.

 Investigate the feasibility of providing access to the  

 Identify opportunities for accommodating new boat        
 ramps that are small in scale and well located, eg. near 
 the boat sheds on Ngapipi Road, off Tamaki Drive, at  

 Identify possible opportunities for rowing activities to 
 occur in Hobson Bay.

 

Hobson Bay

1

5

6

6

6

5

1

2

2

3

3
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8
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7
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Hobson Bay

1

2

6

5

7

3

8
8

8

8

8
4

9

9

9

9

9

      New and improved   
       connections

Actions that will help us realise the vision: 
 

consultation with residents: 
  

 to Point Resolution.

 Complete the missing link in the walkway from  
 Victoria Avenue/Wilson’s Beach to the eastern side of  
 Shore Road Reserve.

 Improve pedestrian access to the seaward (northern)  
 side of Tamaki Drive across the causeway from  
 Hobson Bay.

 stairway connection from Hobson Bay Walkway to  
 Point Resolution.

 Investigate the feasibility of providing all tide access  
 around Hobson Bay where possible.

Linkages

 Create better walking and cycling links to Pourewa   
 Valley.

 Advocate to Auckland Transport for a pathway from  

 
 enhance access to existing and new walkway 
 cycleway network.

 
 visually attractive and integrate with other linkages 
 and connections and the surrounding environment.

 
 

 cycleways and redevelopment of existing walkways  
 and cycleways to improve safety and security for users.

 

 

1

2

6

5

7

3

4

8

9

10

10
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      heritage

Priority:  Enhancing the environment and    
           heritage of Hobson Bay

 

 Include an environmental assessment in the planning  
 

 around Hobson Bay with an aim to maintain or  
 improve the environment in line with the vision and  
 priorities of the action plan.

 Work with Watercare and Auckland Council’s 
 stormwater team to monitor, maintain and enhance 
 the marine and water quality of Hobson Bay.

 Investigate potential to treat stormwater run off   
 through wetland restoration and low impact design 
 measures, such as swales and wetlands.

 Improve Waitaramoa Reserve to address stormwater 
 management issues and improve ecological and   
 environmental values.

 Improve bird habitat through measures such as 
 wetland revegetation and a new high tide roosting   
 habitat to replace the former sewer line.

 Incorporate environmental landscape design 
 

 connections and leisure and recreation opportunities 
 for Hobson Bay with an aim to improve the 
 environment.

Heritage

 celebrate the heritage of the area eg. boat sheds.

 Advocate for good management of the cliff face by 
 private property owners.

 Commission research into the natural heritage of 
 Hobson Bay to better understand the reasons for 
 mangrove spread and manage this appropriately.

 

     
     

Figure 13: Actions relating to environment and heritage 
Not to scale Find ways to involve schoolchildren and community  

 other initiatives that promote the natural and cultural  
 heritage values of Hobson Bay.

 Investigate possible protection of historic heritage 
 places and features in and around Hobson Bay, such  
 as the historic boatsheds, through the New Zealand  
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       Transport connections 
        and safety

Priority:  Improving transport connections  
     with safety as a priority

 

 Prioritise transport initiatives that focus on 
 pedestrian safety in and around Hobson Bay,   

 
 Boating Club, to maximise use and pedestrian safety 
 of the area.

 Integrate vehicle access and parking improvements 

 Road Reserve, Thomas Bloodworth Park and   
 Waitaramoa Reserve.

 Provide improved integrated public transportation to  
 

 during periods of peak use.

 Address pedestrian safety issues and improve the   
 quality of the street environment,  including 
 improvements to Shore Road through such  

 
 Ngapipi Roads intersections.

 
 on the vision of the Tamaki Drive Masterplan.

 Monitor development of the Tamaki Drive, Ngapipi,  
 Kepa and Kohimarama Road Corridor Management 
 Plan (TaNKK) to ensure public access, use and 

 
 outcomes for Ngapipi Road.

 Improve access and connections to Wharua Road / 
 Waitaramoa Reserve

 

 

  

Figure 14: Actions relating to transport connections and safety     
Not to scale
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Figure #    Name Of Image, Artist/Architect/Photographer, Year

Photograph 30: Aerial photo looking towards Hobson Bay,  Kohimarama Road in foreground (2012).
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A.4 Environment and heritage

Natural environment

Hobson Bay is a large scale, tidal, open water body. It is part of the Waitemata Harbour, located 

works include the eastern railway line that bisects Hobson Bay from north to south, the Tamaki Drive 
causeway that cuts Hobson Bay off from the main channel of the harbour, and the construction of a 

context of the established residential suburbs of the eastern isthmus. Mangrove vegetation around the 
southern edges of Hobson Bay and coastal bush along the western edges blurs the boundary between 
urban development and the more ‘natural’ environment. 

and Value in the Auckland Regional Policy Statement. In particular, the area is valued for the presence of 

Area 2 (reference 51a). This is in recognition of its importance as a shag breeding area and as a feeding 
area for a variety of coastal and wading birds.

Cultural and historic heritage Settlement 

substantial pa (reference R11/87), which is the largest surviving pa of its type remaining on the 

Basin and Hobson Bay. Previous archaeological investigations have also found evidence outside 
of the defenses along the ridge top to the north and south of the pa. 

1.  At that 
time it did not extend down to Hobson Bay, but grew over time to include the land to the east 

much of the northern slopes of Remuera from the ridge down to Hobson Bay.  The land was 
subsequently subdivided and sold to settler-farmers who built large homes and farmed the 
surrounding land2.  

By the 1850s the hill slopes around the west of Hobson Bay were cleared and grazed as 
pastoral farmland.  From the 1870s Parnell and Remuera grew more rapidly as residential 
suburbs of Auckland and by 1910 these were well-established and highly desirable.  It had 
a reputation as a very pleasant place to live, with many large and gracious homes among 
spacious treed garden settings, and an active community of sport and recreation organised by a 
large number of local clubs and church groups. 

Hobson Bay show an open green, pastoral landscape dotted here and there with grand 

prosperous but less wealthy residents, such as professional people and businessmen with 
interests in the city centre, as well as rural labourers and domestic servants. For many decades 
the community was small, tightly knit, and characterized by an interesting mix of working 
farms, humble cottages, and a growing number of elegant and imposing homes.

twentieth century roads remained treacherous3. It was not until the 1920s to 1930s, when 

1   http://parnellheritage.org.nz/

 
 
3   Matthews & Matthews Architects (2005) Hobson Bay Boatsheds Conservation Plan
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Image 32: Taken from the east side of Hobson Bay, 

 

ID 1-W59. Photo by H. Winkelmann. 

 

During the late nineteenth and into the early twentieth century, 
following the clearing of land, Hobson Bay was used as a holding pen 
for kauri logs until they were called for by the timber mills at Freemans 
Bay4.  There were concerns by early settlers about kauri logs being held 
in Hobson Bay, who considered they stirred up mud and blocked the 
Bay5

and used as an open sewer.

As the eastern suburbs developed there was growing concern and 
awareness of the health threat caused by poor sanitation, sewage, 
drainage and rubbish disposal.  Auckland’s growing population 
increasingly demanded better solutions for wastewater disposal.  

A number of early attempts were made to improve the Hobson Bay 
drainage systems through closed drains. In 1909, construction work 
commenced on a massive new concrete sewer pipe, which ran across the 
surface of Hobson Bay and the full length of the foreshore to an outfall 

scheme was no longer adequate and alternatives for treatment and 
discharge of sewage sought. 

The surface sewer line, physically and visually, disrupted the natural 
character of Hobson Bay, but also gave a new access for the hardy 
who walked across it from Remuera to the beaches. In the 1920s, two 
further pieces of infrastructure brought changes to Hobson Bay. The 

across Hobson Bay from north to south. It bisected Hobson Bay it into 

Street railway yards. A year later, in 1926, the construction of Tamaki 

main channel of the Waitemata Harbour entrance, by opening up vast 
tracts of formerly remote land around Kohimarama and St Heliers, to the 
east, the causeway provided the infrastructure for suburban residential 
development within easy travelling distance of central Auckland.

4  Johnson, D (1988) Auckland by the Sea: 100 Years of Work and Play

5  http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast?a=d&d=AS19061120.2.21
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Recreation

Hobson Bay has been highly valued and well used for both water sports and more passive recreation from the 

homes overlooking Hobson Bay, were keen to ensure the Bay continued to be used for recreational rather than 
commercial uses and made such a request to the Auckland Harbour Board6.   

Boating was an early form of both non-motorised transport and recreational pursuit in Auckland.  There are many 
historical accounts of regattas held on Hobson Bay and picnics and afternoon amusements around its edges. 
Wilson’s Beach, at the foot of Victoria Avenue, was a popular swimming and boating spot. 

An early collection of boatsheds, built by settlers, were located in Hobson Bay, tucked into the cliffs below Parnell 
and Remuera; these were cut off from the harbour by construction of the sewer, although it was still possible to haul 
a dinghy up the ramp.  From the middle of the 1920s the Auckland Harbour Board started receiving applications for 

development of rail and road connections linking the eastern bays with the city.  The Harbour Board developed a 
standard design and standard cream and green colour scheme in 1930 to achieve a uniform approach to the sheds. 
The well photographed seventeen boatsheds on Ngapipi Road at Whakatakataka Bay on the eastern side of the 
Hobson Bay, scheduled as Cultural Heritage sites for protection through the Auckland Regional Plan: Coastal 2008, 
remain as examples of this once common building type. 

1960s, what would become the Shore Road Reserve was developed across the road. These have become important 

day. While this has been the cause of community angst at times in Remuera, the area has remained a highly 
desirable and valued residential area and these changes have led to a growing population in and around Hobson 

Bay Walkway that have been developed incrementally since the 1990s. The visual and recreational amenity of 

sewer pipe with an underground tunnel, removing what was regarded by most as an unsightly and disruptive piece 
of infrastructure.

6   Matthews and Matthews Architects (2005) Hobson Bay Boatsheds Conservation Plan
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Glossary:

Auckland Council The Auckland Council consists of the governing body (Mayor and 20 Councillors)  and 21 local boards, which represent the interests of local communities.

Council.

Key stakeholders This includes such parties as local residents and business, community groups and associations, sport and recreation clubs and organisations, iwi and other parties that operate in and around Hobson Bay

Reserve Management Plan
of a reserve, and must:

Reserves Act.

Non-motorised craft Boat or marine vessel that does that is not powered by a motor.

Tamaki Drive Masterplan A planning document which establishes a long term vision for the future of Tamaki Drive.  It provides a framework to ensure that the future use and development of the area is planned as a whole.

than 10 years old. It will be the key tool to implement the Auckland Plan, which sets the strategic direction for Auckland’s growth over the next 30 years. It is developed under the Resource Management Act 
1991 (RMA) – making it the main regulatory tool for delivering the Auckland Plan.
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