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Purpose 
1. To provide key findings from a literature review of best practice guidance on disaster 

preparedness, response and recovery for older people  

Summary 
2. In 2023/2024 staff reviewed best practice literature on disaster preparedness, response and 

recovery for older people and interviewed emergency management and age-friendly experts 
from local government across New Zealand.  

3. The review was in response to a resolution of the Planning, Environment and Parks 
Committee in October 2023 that staff investigate best practice regarding flood preparedness 
for older people. 

4. The review found that emergency management responses must address the needs of older 
people as they can be disproportionately impacted by disaster events.  

5. The review identified seven best practice-informed opportunities for how Auckland Council, 
aged sector organisations and community groups can better support older people to 
prepare for, respond to and recover from disasters. 

6. The review will be shared with Auckland Emergency Management, the Recovery Office, 
Office for Seniors and other interested stakeholders. 

 

Context 
7. The Age-friendly Auckland Action Plan is a region-wide cross sector plan to improve the 

wellbeing of older Aucklanders.  

8. In view of the severe weather events of 2023, as part of the Age-friendly Auckland Annual 
Report 2023 Te Rōpū Whakamana ki te Ao (Age-friendly Auckland implementation group) 
recommended a best practice review of flood preparedness and response for older people.  

9. In October 2023, the Planning, Environment and Parks Committee passed resolution 
PEPCC/2023/129 endorsing the Age-friendly Auckland Annual Report’s recommendation 
that staff investigate best practice regarding flood preparedness for older people. 
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Discussion 

Emergency management responses must address the needs of older people 

10. Older people are more vulnerable to the impacts of natural disasters and experience 
increased risk factors like health and mobility issues, social isolation and financial insecurity 
that make responding to and recovering from disasters challenging. 

11. The best practice review revealed three key findings for supporting older people to prepare 
for, respond to and recover from disasters: 

 Older peoples’ voices should be included in emergency management plans and 
initiatives to ensure their needs are met in emergency settings. 

 Emergency management agencies should partner with aged sector organisations and 
community groups to deliver successful outcomes for older people.  

 Emergency management agencies should connect older people with disaster 
preparedness, response and recovery resources that address their specific needs. 

Opportunities exist to improve support for older people before, during and after disasters 

12. The review identified seven best-practice informed opportunities for how Auckland Council, 
aged sector organisations and community groups can improve disaster preparedness, 
response and recovery for older people: 

 Include specific actions to support older people in the Auckland CDEM Group Plan 
and the Welfare in Emergencies Plan. 

 Encourage aged sector organisations to become partners of the Auckland Welfare 
Coordination Group. 

 Design disaster preparedness resources for older people.  

 Utilise the networks available through Te Rōpū Whakamana ki te Ao, the Age-friendly 
Implementation Rōpū to connect with Auckland’s diverse older communities. 

 Partner with aged sector organisations to deliver disaster preparedness sessions for 
older people.  

 Introduce a training module for civil defence staff on supporting older people during 
disasters. 

 Explore ways to expand the Storm Recovery Navigator initiative.  

Next steps 
13. Staff have shared the report with the Seniors Advisory Panel on 24 June 2024. It will also be 

circulated to Auckland Emergency Management, the Recovery Office and other interested 
stakeholders.  

14. Staff will work with AEM and council’s age-friendly partners to progress the opportunities for 
improvement identified in the review. 

15. The Office for Seniors also plans to share the report across its network, recognising it will be 
useful to others working in emergency management and the aged sector. 

Attachments 
Attached – Disaster preparedness, response and recovery for older people best practice review. 
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https://www.aucklandemergencymanagement.org.nz/media/vcva1h3f/community-resilience-plans-overview-aug23.pdf
https://www.aucklandemergencymanagement.org.nz/media/w44oqo2m/community-resilience-plans-template-aug23.pdf
https://www.aucklandemergencymanagement.org.nz/media/mxhkpe43/community-resilience-plans-checklist-aug23.pdf
https://www.aucklandemergencymanagement.org.nz/media/u2xozjpf/community-resilience-plans-facilitators-guide-aug23.pdf
https://www.aucklandemergencymanagement.org.nz/media/h3cashwg/make-a-plan-template-en-sep23.pdf
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https://www.goredc.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:2buwl3j7c17q9srz9ase/hierarchy/Our%20Community/Documents/Ready%20for%20Living/2022-29-09%20GDC%20Emergency%20Preparedness%20Guide%20A5%20Resource%20Booklet.pdf
https://www.goredc.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:2buwl3j7c17q9srz9ase/hierarchy/Our%20Community/Documents/Ready%20for%20Living/2022-29-09%20GDC%20Emergency%20Preparedness%20Guide%20A5%20Resource%20Booklet.pdf
https://www.goredc.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:2buwl3j7c17q9srz9ase/hierarchy/Our%20Community/Documents/Ready%20for%20Living/2022-29-09%20GDC%20Emergency%20Preparedness%20Guide%20A5%20Resource%20Booklet.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 





https://www.aucklandemergencymanagement.org.nz/media/k5gncdzb/emergency-response-plan.pdf
https://www.aucklandemergencymanagement.org.nz/media/1234/20-pro-1027-business-continuity-plan-template-final-2.pdf
https://www.aucklandemergencymanagement.org.nz/media/1234/20-pro-1027-business-continuity-plan-template-final-2.pdf
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/cbde7f2134404f4d90adce5396a0a630
https://www.wremo.nz/assets/Library/Strategies-Plans/Supporting-Vulnerable-Communities.pdf
https://www.wremo.nz/assets/Library/Strategies-Plans/Supporting-Vulnerable-Communities.pdf
https://www.wremo.nz/assets/Library/Strategies-Plans/Supporting-Vulnerable-Communities.pdf
https://www.wremo.nz/assets/Library/Strategies-Plans/Supporting-Vulnerable-Communities.pdf
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https://ourauckland.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/media/je3potln/auckland-flood-response-review_january-27-29-2023.pdf
https://ourauckland.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/media/je3potln/auckland-flood-response-review_january-27-29-2023.pdf
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/recovery-extreme-weather-disasters/Pages/storm-recovery-navigation-service.aspx
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https://extranet.who.int/agefriendlyworld/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/AgeFriendlyApproachToDisasterRecovery.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/agefriendlyworld/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/AgeFriendlyApproachToDisasterRecovery.pdf
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Memorandum 7 August 2024 

To: Rodney Local Board 

Subject: Kumeu-Huapai - Huapai triangle - develop neighbourhood park 
facilities 

From: Kara Burn - Project Manager, Rodney Area Operations, Parks and 
Community Facilities 

  

 
Purpose 

1. To seek feedback on the proposed concept plan for the Kumeu-Huapai triangle - develop 
neighbourhood park facilities. 

 
Summary 
2. Initial site investigations for the approved growth-funded project to develop neighbourhood 

park facilities within the Huapai Special Housing Area subdivision have identified three 
parcels of land that present opportunities for neighbourhood park development: 

 
• 32 Schoolside Road, Huapai 

• 10 Lumbarda Drive, Huapai 

• 16-20 Dida Park Drive, Huapai. 

3. A concept plan has been developed that addresses provision of play options for all ages and 
includes connecting pathways, landscaping, fencing, park furniture, a passive rest area and 
park signage. 

4. Community consultation is planned via the Auckland Council Have Your Say online platform. 
Ensuring the proposed design aligns with community desires and needs. 

5. The local board approved this project as part of the 2024/2025 Rodney Local Board 
Customer and Community Services Risk Adjusted Work Programme and funded by Asset-
Based Services capex capital growth budget with a total of $823,651.93 allocated across 
multiple years. 

 
6. Parks and Community Facilities staff seek feedback on the concept plan from the Rodney 

Local Board in order to progress the proposed project scope through design and delivery. 
 

7. Consultation commencing in late August will run through September, at which point the 
concept document will be updated. Detailed design and any consenting requirements will 
proceed following this. Estimated delivery of the project is during late summer 2025. 

8. The final concept design will come back to the Rodney local board for formal approval in 
early 2025. 
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Context 
9. The project to develop neighbourhood park facilities within the Huapai Special Housing Area 

forms part of the 2024/2025 Rodney Local Board Customer and Community Services work 
programme and is funded across multiple years. Approval was granted by both the Rodney 
Local Board (RD/2022/79) on 22 June 2022 and the Parks, Arts, Community and Events 
Committee (PAC/2022/55) on 7 July 2022. 

 
10. Three parcels of land were acquired for neighbourhood park use in 2016/2017 within the 

Huapai Special Housing Area, commonly known as the Huapai Triangle, as highlighted 
in Figure 1. 

• 32 Schoolside Road, Huapai (yellow and adjoined to 10 Lumbarda Drive with a 
pathway) 

• 10 Lumbarda Drive, Huapai – (red and adjoined to 32 Schoolside Road with a 
pathway) 

• 16-20 Dida Park Drive, Huapai – (blue). 

 

Figure 1 – Aerial photo of Huapai Triangle showing three parcels of land acquired in 2016/2017 for 
neighbourhood park use. 

11. Most of the Special Housing Area houses are built around the reserves, as shown in 
Figure 1, with the final stage between Schoolside Road and State Highway 16 currently 
under construction. 
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Strategic alignment 
12. Auckland Council’s Open Space Provision Policy (2016) states that in a high or medium 

density housing area, such as the location of this proposed park, there should be a 
neighbourhood park within 400 meters walking distance and such parks should contain 
amenities as follows: 

• play space 

• flat, unobstructed kick-around space for informal games 

• areas for socialising and respite 

• landscaping/specimen trees 

• furniture. 
13. The proposed scope of works aligns with the following 2023 Rodney Local Board Plan 

objectives: 
 

What we want to achieve 
(Objectives) 

What we will deliver in the next three years 
(Key initiatives) 

Our People 
Our people support each other, have what they need to live well and are able to adapt to change 

People have a strong sense of 
connection and feel included and 
able to participate in community 
life 

Create more opportunities to build stronger connections 
between neighbours and communities at a local level by 
supporting neighbourhood champions and community-based 
activities and events. 

People have access to local spaces that are inclusive, 
accessible and culturally welcoming 

Our Community 
Our community facilities, libraries and parks are great places to connect, play and learn 

Communities have great local 
options for indoor and outdoor 
play, sport and recreation that 
provide opportunities for all 
ages and 
abilities 

Create exciting and versatile play spaces that include play for 
all abilities and explore the possibility of relocatable play 
equipment that could be shared across communities 

 
14. Initial site investigations have identified an opportunity to improve park facilities at Dida Park 

Drive, Schoolside Road and Lumbarda Drive. This would increase the current play provision 
within the Huapai Special Housing Area by building on the existing developer-led play 
provision at Schoolside Road/Lumbarda Drive and by complementing this with a small, more 
passive recreational space at Dida Park Drive. 

15. A map showing the catchment area of the proposed park at Dida Park Drive (red) compared 
to the catchment area of Lumbarda Drive /Schoolside Road park (blue) is shown in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2 - Catchment area of the proposed park at Dida Park Drive (red) and the catchment area of the 
proposed Lumbarda Drive/Schoolside Road park (blue) 

16. The park highlighted in the blue circle in figure 2. located at Lumbarda Drive/Schoolside 
Road has a small built developer-led playground with seating and landscaping, catering to 
the 0-5 year old demographic. The Lumbarda Drive/Schoolside Road site has very little 
overlap in catchment area with the proposed park at Dida Park Drive. 

17. As a proxy for determining 400m walking distance, Auckland Council Open Space Provision 
Policy states that a circle with a 300m radius from the proposed park can be used to 
determine the catchment area of the park. 

 
Discussion 

 
Dida Park Drive and Schoolside Road/Lumbarda Drive - proposed neighbourhood parks 

 
18. The area bounded by Station Road, Schoolside Road, and Nobilo Road has already been 

developed, with most of the houses constructed. The area is zoned Residential - Mixed 
Housing Suburban and the houses are typically two storeys with a mix of attached and 
detached houses. 

19. The neighbourhood park at Schoolside Road/Lumbarda Drive, which runs directly between 
Lumbarda Drive and Schoolside Road, is located 700m (a nine minute walk) from the Dida 
Park Drive site. The two sites are connected by a planted drainage channel and walkway. 
The drainage channel is part of the parkland but does not offer any recreation function. It 
does however soften the built form of the dense surrounding housing development. 

20. Increasing the play provision at the much larger Schoolside Road/Lumbarda Drive site 
means families with children of different ages can play alongside one another at the same 
time. 
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21. Creating a more passive recreational space at the Dida Park Drive site, provides for those 
looking for a quieter park experience. 

22. The following map shows the proximity between the two park sites: 
 

Figure 3 - Aerial photograph demonstrating the relationship and walking route between the two parks. 
 

Dida Park Drive - site description 
23. The Dida Park Drive site is a north facing, gently sloping park of approximately 3,000m2. 

24. The park is bounded by two storey attached houses on its southern and eastern boundaries, 
and has road frontage along its western, northern and south-eastern boundaries. The 
houses sit on small sections and the open space at Dida Park Drive offers an outdoor 
recreation area for residents. The park has optimum passive surveillance from the 
neighbouring houses and roads. 

25. Pedestrian pathways and amenity lighting have been installed at the park by the developer, 
providing a well-lit shortcut between surrounding roads. 

26. The park is grassland with well-established vegetation along the neighbouring drainage 
reserve. Planting has been implemented along the boundaries neighboured by houses. 
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However, this planting is patchy and requires infilling. There are also juvenile specimen trees 
within the open space area which will mature to provide shade canopy in years to come. 

27. The following photos show the existing configuration of the Dida Park Drive site. 
 

Figure 4 – Dida Park Drive aerial photo showing existing footpaths. 
 

Figure 5 - Looking east from Dida Park Drive towards the adjoining Nellie Drive 

28. Initial design options for the open space area at Dida Park Drive include: 
 attractive space to overlook 
 space that softens the surrounding built form 
 passive recreational space with nature play offerings 
 comfortable space for groups and for individuals 

 'backyard' for the neighbouring properties. 
Schoolside Road/Lumbarda Drive - site description (expanded project scope) 
29. The site at Schoolside Road/Lumbarda Drive is a flat open space area, approximately 

4,900m2. 
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30. The park is bounded by Schoolside Road and Lumbarda Drive along its northern and 
southern boundaries. Its eastern boundary comprises an undeveloped section and two 
storeyed attached houses. The western boundary is the curving planted drainage reserve 
that connects to Dida Park Drive. 

31. Footpaths and a small playground have already been established in the park. These assets 
were developer-led and delivered in collaboration with Auckland Council. Three footpaths 
have been developed that run between Schoolside Road and Lumbarda Drive. 

32. The playground is connected to the western-most path and provides a fenced small play 
area for preschool children (0-5 year olds). There is a small soccer net that the community 
have provided that encourages use of the open flat grassland. 

33. The park is grassland with juvenile specimen trees planted throughout, which in time will 
provide shade canopy. There is also some amenity planting of low native shrubs and 
groundcovers in and around the playground. 

34. The map in Figure 6 shows the existing configuration of the Schoolside Road/Lumbarda 
Drive open space area. The pathway joins the two land parcels with the orange area being 
the existing playspace footprint. Figure 7 shows the existing playspace equipment. 

 

Figure 6 - Schoolside Road/Lumbarda Drive aerial photo, with existing playspace footprint (orange) 
and footpaths. 

 

  

 
 



 
 

Page 8 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

Figure 7 - Existing playspace equipment at Schoolside Road/Lumbarda Drive Park. 
 

35. Initial design options for the additional development of play provision at Schoolside 
Drive/Lumbarda Drive include: 
• local recreational space 

• hub for the surrounding community 

• space for families and friends 

• space for all ages and all abilities to enjoy 

• space to learn. 

Community engagement 
36. Community consultation is planned via the Auckland Council Have Your Say platform, 

residents within the Huapai Triangle will be informed of this opportunity to engage through a 
letterbox drop as well as signage installations at both parks. 

37. Community consultation will commence in late August and will run for three weeks. The 
outcome of this consultation will inform the finalised concept document. 

Project funding 
38. This multi-year project has been approved as part of the Risk Adjusted Work Programme 

(RAP) and funded by the Asset-Based Services (ABS) capex capital growth budget with an 
approved budget allocation as shown in the table below: 

 

Financial Year Approved Budget Budget Source 

2023 and prior $21,280.66 ABS: Capex – Growth 
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2024/2025 $11,545.34 ABS: Capex – Growth 

2025/2026 $290,825.93 ABS: Capex – Growth 

2026/2027 $500,000.00 ABS: Capex – Growth 

TOTAL $823,651.93  

 
39. High level cost estimates indicate there is sufficient budget to deliver both a passive 

recreational area in the Dida Park Drive site and expand on the existing small developer-led 
neighbourhood play space in Schoolside Road/Lumbarda Drive. 

 
40. The high level cost breakdown of the expanded project scope is estimated in the table 

below: 
 

Financial Year Deliverables Forecast Costs 

2023 and prior Initial Investigation $6,298 

2024/2025 Design and approvals $25,000 

2025/2026 Consultation and physical works $300,000 

2026/2027 Continued physical works $485,000 

TOTAL  $816,298 

Table 2 – Estimated deliverables and funding proposals utilising approved budget. 

41. These estimates are based on delivery of project scope, utilising the allocated and approved 
project budget. 

42. The deliverable options for both sites form part of the concept plan. Approval will be sought 
from the local board at a business meeting to progress this development project. 

 
Next steps 
43. The feedback and approvals process for the proposed scope for the project and the concept 

design is set out in in the table below: 

What How When 

Local board feedback on 
proposed project scope and 
concept plan 

Memo and 
workshop 
discussion 

7 August 2024 

Community engagement Letterbox drop 
Have Your Say 
online consultation 

August – 
September 
2024 

Concept design approval Business report February 2025 

Attachments 
Huapai Triangle - concept design. 
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Project 
introduction

This document outlines the concept development for Dida Park and 
Schoolside Road Reserve in the Huapai Triangle. Funding has been 
allocated to the development of a playspace in Dida Park. This document 
recommends that Dida Park be developed as a 'back step' passive 
recreation space, and play at Schoolside Road Reserve be extended to 
provide for a wider range of ages and play experiences.

Context

Kumeu-Huapai is located in northwest Auckland, approximately 25km 
from Auckland CDB. The Huapai Triangle is located in Huapai, on the 
southern side of Main Road, State Highway 16, and the North Auckland 
Railway Line.

The area forms a section of Te Tōangaroa, the historical portage that 
linked the Kaipara Harbour with the Waitematā Harbour via the Kumeū 
River.

The area continued to be an important transport corridor during early 
European settlement between the harbours. There was significant 
growth in the 1870's and 1880's when the railway was extended to 
Kumeu and then onto Helensville.

In the early 1900's the area was promoted as a being well suited to 
fruit growing, the name Huapai was coined, meaning 'good fruit' in 
Māori. After WW1 the Kumeu/Huapai District was settled by 
Dalmatian winegrowers who established vineyards in the area.

1.0 Project Introduction and Context

N

HUAPAI

KAIPARA 
HABOUR

WAITEMATĀ 
HABOUR
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2.0 Surrounding Context

In the Auckland Unitary Plan, the Rural Urban Boundary for Kumeū-
Huapai has been set, to enable a large amount of growth to occur over 
the next 30 years. Over this time, the town is anticipated to grow in 
stages from around 1,400 residents (2013 Census) to around 25,000.

As the area grows, it is intended that the existing central area of Kumeū-
Huapai will continue to be a focal point.

The Huapai Triangle is located in an area of Huapai that is currently under 
development. The area bounded by Station Road, Schoolside Road, and 
Nobilo Road has already undergone residential devlopment. The area is 
zoned Residential - Mixed Housing Suburban, the houses are typically 
two storey, with a mix of attached and detached houses.

LEGEND

Dida Park

Schoolside Road 
Reserve

AUCKLAND UNITARY PLAN ZONING

Rural urban boundary

Future Urban Zone

N

2
1

1

2
Residential: 
Mixed Housing 
Suburban Zone

Residential:
Single House Zone

Business:
Light Industry Zone

Business: 
Neighbourhood 
Centre Zone

Open Space
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Dida Park is 700m from Schoolside Road Reserve, approximately a 9 
min walk. The two parks are connected by a planted drainage 
channel. The drainage channel is parkland but does not offer any 
recreation function, it does however soften the built form of the 
relatively dense surrounding housing development.

3.0 Immediate Context

LEGEND

Dida Park

Schoolside Road 
Reserve

700m walking route 
between parks

1

1

1

2

Open Space

Open space, planted 
drainage reserve
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Dida Park is north facing, gently sloping, and measures approximately 
3,000m2.

The park is bounded by 2 storey attached houses on its southern and 
eastern boundaries, with road frontage along its western, northern and 
south-eastern boundaries. These houses sit on small sections, and 
Dida Park offers an outdoor recreation for residents. The park has 
great passive surveillance from the neighbouring houses and roads.

Footpaths and lighting have already been established on the park. 
The footpaths provide a short-cut between surrounding roads. The 
lighting is located along the existing footpath.

The park is grassland with well established vegetation along the 
neighbouring drainage reserve. Planting on residential boundaries is 
patchy and needs infilling. There are specimen trees dotted across the 
park.

4.0 Dida Park - Existing Context

LEGEND

Dida Park Lights Transformer Stormwater infrastructure

Specimen trees
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6.0 Dida Park - Initial Design Ideas

• An attractive space to overlook
• A space that softens the surrounding built form
• A passive recreation space

• A comfortable space for groups and for individuals
• A 'backyard' for the neighbouring properties
• A space that acknowledges its past

Quiet spaces for young

Quiet spaces for all

Fruit trees that reflect the areas past Informal play and seating spaces

Attractive spaces to overlook with spaces within for individuals and groups to feel comfortable within

Places to grow and learn
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4.0 Dida Park - Concept Plan

LEGEND

Parcel boundary

Existing trees

Proposed trees (predominately fruit trees) 

Existing vegetation

Proposed shrubs and groundcovers (with flowering and herb species) 

Existing concrete path

Proposed Concrete path 

Proposed pergola with climbers 

Proposed picnic table 

Proposed bench seat

Lawn area

N
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Schoolside Road Reserve is a 
flat, and measures approximately 
4,900m2.

The park is bounded by 
Schoolside Road and Lumbarda 
Drive on its northern and 
southern boundaries. Its 
eastern boundary comprises an 
undeveloped section and 2 
storied attached houses. The 
western boundary is the sinuous 
planted drainage reserve that 
connects to Dida Park.

Footpaths and a playground 
have already been established 
on the park. Three footpaths 
run between Schoolside Road 
and Lumbarda Drive. The 
playground is connected to the 
western most path and provides 
play for preschool and junior 
school children (0-7year olds). 
There is a small soccer net that 
has been installed that 
encourages the users to 'kick a 
ball around' on the open flat 
grass.

There are specimen trees 
dotted across the park, and 
amenity planting of low native 
shrubs/groundcovers 
surrounding around the 
playground.

5.0 Schoolside Road Reserve - Existing Context

LEGEND

Schoolside Road Reserve Existing playground

N

Specimen trees
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5.0 Schoolside Road Reserve - Initial Design Ideas

• A 'local' recreation space
• A 'hub' for the surrounding community

• A space for families and friends
• A space for all ages and all abilities

• A space to learn

Picnicking, backyard cricket and football Games marked in wetpour for everyone A pendulum swing for more that one

Senior unit / exercise equipmentTable tennis for all
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5.1 Schoolside Road Reserve - Concept Plan

N

SCALE 1:250 @ A3

SCHOOLSIDE ROAD

LEGEND

Parcel boundary

Extent of existing playground

Existing trees 

Proposed trees 

Existing vegetation

Proposed shrubs and groundcovers

Existing concrete path

Proposed concrete path/surfacing
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Proposed picnic table

Proposed bench seat

Proposed rubber safety surfacing

Woodchip safety surfacing

Existing rubber surfacing

Proposed pendulum swing with rubber 
surfacing in grape pattern

Proposed combination unit

Proposed table tennis table

Proposed painting on concrete to create 
'four square', games and follow me 
markings in grapevine pattern

Open flat lawn for 
picnicking and to 'kick a 

ball' around
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