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Beehives at Victoria Park as
part of Roots Pollinate.
More on page 11.
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Message from the Chair
It’s been a busy and exciting last year for the Waitematā Local Board, and so this report is a welcome opportunity
to stand back and reflect on the Local Board’s achievements over the previous 12 months.
The last year has seen the end of the first term of the Waitematā Local Board, and the beginning of a new term.
With that we have lost much-valued members and welcomed new members who have energized our team and
provided new insights.
Our longer term projects have continued throughout this change, and we are now starting to see some of the
results of all of the hard work which has been applied. For example, the ongoing restoration in Symonds Street
Cemetery and the ecological restoration projects that are restoring urban bush, and creating green spaces for
residents and visitors to enjoy.
We are particularly proud to have overseen the refurbishment and re-opening of Studio One Toi Tū,
formerly Artstation. This has helped to develop a flexible creative space accessible to many more people,
from all walks of life.
We also delivered a public performance art series called POP, which over the space of three months popped
up into inner-city residents and visitor’s lives, encouraging and inspiring interest in our eco-system, and
natural environment.
In our parks, we have been busy planning for how to revitalise and reactivate these truly important places so
that they continue to be spaces where Aucklanders can relax, play, explore and enjoy, into the future. With these
plans in place, parks such as Western Park, Grey Lynn Park, Myers Park and Pt Resolution Taurarua Reserve are
going to see important improvements over the next couple of years.
We are also proud of the long-term forward looking plans we have also invested in for Ponsonby Road, Newton
and Karangahape Road. These plans have been designed to provide a more holistic, people-centric framework for
urban development, over the next 30 years.
We have been privileged to have one of Auckland’s most engaged and active communities. Our achievements
would not have been possible without their enthusiasm and support.
We have worked hard to advocate for our communities to the Governing Body and Council Controlled Organisations,
particularly with regard to transport, heritage protection, affordable housing and waste minimisation.
We invite you to read about the initiatives and activities we delivered in the period between 1 July 2013 and 30
June 2014 and to contact us if you wish to find out more, or if you would like to contribute to the many projects
being undertaken this year.

Shale Chambers
Chair, Waitematā Local Board
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Waitematā Local Board members
Address: Waitematā Local Board office, Level 2, 35 Graham Street, Auckland Central
Postal address: Auckland Council, Private Bag 92300, Auckland 1142
Email: waitematalocalboard@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Phone: 09 353 9654

Shale Chambers

Vernon Tava

Chairperson

M: 021 242 4608
vernon.tava@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

M: 021 286 7111
shale.chambers@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Portfolios: Arts, culture and events (Lead);
Parks and open spaces (Lead)
Positions: Heart of the City; Auckland
City Centre Advisory Board; Waterfront
Auckland liaison

Portfolios: Heritage; Urban design and
planning; Parks and open spaces
Positions: K’Road Business Association
Committees: Finance (Deputy Chair);
Hearings (Deputy Chair).

Committees: Finance; Grants; Central
Facilities Partnership (Chair)

Pippa Coom

Rob Thomas

Deputy Chair

M: 021 344 174
rob.thomas@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

M: 021 926 618
pippa.coom@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Portfolios: Community (Lead); Transport
(Lead)
Positions: Ponsonby Business Association

Portfolios: Natural environment; Sport
and recreation
Positions: Uptown Business Association
Committees: Grants

Committees: Grants (Chair); Central
Joint Funding

Christopher Dempsey

Deborah Yates

M: 021 284 3377
christopher.dempsey@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

M: 021 242 6472
deborah.yates@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Portfolios: Heritage, Urban design and
planning (Lead); Transport

Portfolios: Natural environment (Lead);
Community (incl. Youth sub-portfolio)

Positions: Parnell Inc.

Positions: Grey Lynn Business
Association liaison

Committees: Hearings (Chair); Finance

Committees: Grants (Chair)

Greg Moyle
M: 021 444 339
greg.moyle@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
Portfolios: Sport and recreation (Lead); Arts
culture and events
Positions: Newmarket Business Assocation
Committees: Finance (Chair); Hearings
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Local board members 2013-2015: Shale Chambers (Board
Chair), Rob Thomas, Christopher Dempsey, Pippa Coom
(Deputy Chair), Greg Moyle, Vernon Tava, Deborah Yates

Local board members 2011-2013: Rob Thomas, Jesse
Chalmers, Pippa Coom (Deputy Chair), Shale Chambers (Board
Chair), Greg Moyle, Tricia Reade, Christopher Dempsey

Waitematā Local Board governance
The new Waitematā Local Board was inaugurated in November 2013 following Local Body elections. The Board
farewelled members Tricia Reade and Jesse Chalmers and welcomed new members Vernon Tava and Deborah Yates.
The Waitematā Local Board’s achievements for the period 1 July 2013 - 30 June 2014, were made possible with
the contribution of previous and new board members and by working closely with the other arms of council,
including the Governing Body, Council Controlled Organisations (CCOs), and other Local Boards.

Working with the Mayor and the governing body
The Board has a strong collaborative relationship with the Governing Body, and actively seeks opportunities to
represent and advocate for good outcomes for Waitematā communities. Areas of collaboration include:
Auckland Domain Masterplan
The Auckland Domain Masterplan will provide a holistic framework for the development of the park, which
is a regional treasure for Auckland. The plan is co-ordinating with existing initiatives and identifying other
improvements in the park, their funding and a timeline for implementation. The main themes that the plan, when
finished, will include are: improving and prioritising the pedestrian and cycle network, improving the amenities,
view protection, improving the relationship between the park and the museum and providing for the upcoming
WWI 100 year commemoration. Waitematā Local Board Chair, Shale Chambers and members Christopher
Dempsey and Rob Thomas sit on the Panel.
Taskforce on alcohol and community safety in the city centre
The taskforce aimed to reduce the impact of alcohol harm and contribute to increased levels of safety in the
city centre. The meetings involved a wide cross-section of representatives from the community and different
agencies, including the Waitematā Local Board Chair, Shale Chambers. The collaborative approach of the
taskforce helped the successful implementation of a number of initiatives alongside the enhancement of existing
services. The new initiatives include:
Ride Safe reduced taxi fare scheme
•
•
•
•
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Creation of a charter amongst licensees for compliance on alcohol management
Downtown Bar Watch Radio Scheme to increase communication amongst bar security staff
Development of waste management protocols with late night fast food vendors
Establishment of a safe zone staffed by St Johns and volunteers to provide health and social support for
intoxicated people
Waitematā Local Board Achievements Report 1 July 2013 – 30 June 2014

Local board agreement
The Board successfully worked with the Governing
Body to agree a Local Board Agreement (LBA) for this
coming financial year. The LBA reflects the priorities
of the Local Board Plan (see page 10) and shows the
intended provision of local projects and the operating
expenditure required to fund them.
Auckland Plan and Unitary Plan Workshops
Waitematā Local Board Chair, Shale Chambers was
involved in the Auckland Plan and Unitary Plan
Workshops, following on from his involvement in the
Unitary Plan Political Working Party. The workshops
were set up following the completion of the draft
Unitary Plan, involving both the Governing Body and
Local Boards.
The workshops looked at the Unitary Plan in relation
to the Auckland Plan, and the public submissions
received on the draft.
First World War Political Steering Group
(WWIPSG)
WWIPSG was set up to support and foster activities
to mark the centenary of the First World War
both run by Council and the broader community.
Waitematā Local Board member Greg Moyle is the
deputy chair of the steering group.

Waitematā Local Board Tour with the Mayor
21 April 2014, Studio One (formerly Artstation).

Mayor’s Tour
On the 10 May 2014, the Waitematā Local Board hosted Mayor Len Brown on a tour around the region to
find out more about the Board’s main projects and initiatives, giving him insight into the many exciting plans
currently in progress.

Working with Council Controlled Organisations
Working constructively with the seven Council Controlled Organisations (CCOs) is an essential part of delivering
the projects and priorities of the Waitematā community. CCOs provide basic services such as water and
transport. They also play an important role in planning and helping to achieve the vision for areas of significance
such as the waterfront, regional facilities, council owned properties and run and support a vibrant event
programme for the region. The Local Board is active in continuing to develop strong working relationships with
the CCOs that enable joined up thinking, and local input into regional decision making.

Working with other local boards
Waitematā Local Board recognises the importance of working collaboratively with other Local Boards to progress
initiatives that are of shared benefit. Examples include:

Waitematā Local Board Achievements Report 1 July 2013 – 30 June 2014
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Resource recovery centre
Waitematā Local Board is working together with Albert-Eden and Puketapāpa Local Boards to establish a much
needed community-led resource recovery centre that will serve the needs of all three communities and provide a
model for collaborative development across the region.
Waitematā and the other Local Boards jointly funded a business case for the recycling centre which was
presented to the Governing Body in April 2014.
Central facilities partnership committee
The Central Facilities Partnership Committee is a joint working committee across the seven central Local Boards,
which decides on and administers funding to community organisations to provide community facilities. These
can include, for example, arts facilities, sport and recreation facilities and community hubs. The Waitematā Local
Board Chair, Shale Chambers, is the chair of the committee, following re-election.
Central joint funding committee
The Central Joint Funding Committee makes funding decisions on the Auckland City Natural Heritage Fund,
Auckland City Cultural Heritage Fund, Community Group Accommodation Support, and Community Group
Assistance Fund. It has representation from the seven Central Local Boards. Waitematā Deputy Chair Pippa
Coom is deputy chair of the committee.
Community-led place-making champions group
This across-Local Board group was set up to promote place-making that is led by the community and in
partnership with the council. Waitematā Local Board Deputy Chair Pippa Coom sits on the group and chairs a
working group focused on identifying best practice.
Local boards urban design champions group
The Local Boards Urban Design Champions group was set up to contribute towards the goal of creating the
world’s most liveable city. Member Christopher Dempsey sits on the group for Waitematā, alongside members
from the other 20 Local Boards and the Governing Body.

Official duties
The Board participates in and represents residents at some
of the key civic ceremonies within the Waitematā region.
These include:
• Central area Citizenship Ceremonies which, are jointly
hosted by the Chair, Shale Chambers, and other central
region Local Board chairs at the Auckland Town Hall.
• Anzac Day ceremonies, which are attended by Board
members, representing the Local Board. In 2014, Chair
Shale Chambers spoke at the Grey Lynn RSC ceremony
and along with Deputy Chair Pippa Coom, laid a wreath.
Board Chair Shale Chambers speaking at Anzac Day
Board members Vernon Tava and Greg Moyle attended
ceremonies, Grey Lynn RSC, 2014
the Dawn Service at Auckland Domain, and laid a wreath
Photo credit: Martin Leach, Ponsonby News.
at the Auckland Domain civic service.
Member Greg Moyle also attended the Newmarket Anzac
Day service.
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Business representation
The Waitematā region is the economic hub of Auckland. The Board recognises the vital importance of a strong
local economic development plan that supports local businesses and champion’s innovation. An important part of
this is the maintenance of strong collaborative relationships with the business community.
Auckland City Centre Advisory Board
The role of the Auckland City Centre Advisory Board is to assist Council oversee issues affecting the city centre,
achieve the key aim of growing a vibrant and dynamic business and culture in the city centre, and monitor the
expenditure of the City Centre Targeted Rate on local projects. The Waitematā Local Board Chair Shale Chambers
sits on the Advisory Board.
Waitematā city fringe economic development action plan
Waitematā Local Board funded this plan, which sets out a framework for guiding local economic development in
the city fringe. The plan is very much a “living document” that will continue to evolve with the city. Key projects
that the Local Board is directly involved in include supporting Business Improvement Districts as strong advocates
for the needs of local businesses, completion of the Newmarket Wifi Project, advocating strongly for good
integrated public transport and the City Rail Link and many other projects and action areas.
Business associations
There are currently six Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) within the Waitematā area. The Waitematā Local
Board is also supportive of the idea of Grey Lynn Business Association becoming a BID. Each member of the
Board sits on one of the BIDs or business association, working closely with the group to address a wide range
of matters affecting the business area. This can include issues such as parking, safety issues, and community
beautification. Below is the list of the Business Improvement Districts with the respective board member
representative:

• Heart of the City – Shale Chambers
• Newmarket Business Association – Greg Moyle
• Karangahape Road Business Association – Vernon Tava
• Parnell Inc – Christopher Dempsey
• Ponsonby Business Association – Pippa Coom
• Uptown Business Association – Rob Thomas
• Grey Lynn Business Association (not currently a BID) – Deborah Yates

Waitematā Local Board Achievements Report 1 July 2013 – 30 June 2014
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Local board plan
In June 2014, the Waitematā Local Board completed a draft Local Board Plan approved for public consultation in
July. The Local Board Plan sets out a three year foundation for planning, action and advocacy for the Waitematā
area. The draft plan provides a basis for working towards creating the world’s most liveable city at the local level,
and aims for the following identified outcomes:
• A distinctive, high quality urban environment that embraces our heritage
• Connected, accessible and safe transport choices
• Waitematā, the innovative economic hub of Auckland
• The natural beauty is respected and enhanced
• Quality parks, open spaces and community facilities created for people to use and enjoy
• Strong communities that are inclusive, vibrant and engaged.
A finalised plan will be adopted in October following any changes arising from the public consultation.

Local engagement
Public engagement is an essential part of how the Local Board reaches decisions on priorities, projects and
positions for the region. This last year the Board consulted the community on a number of significant projects
including:
• Local Board Plan 2015/2018
• Local Board Agreement 2014/2015
• Ponsonby Road Plan
• Karangahape Road Plan
• Newton Plan
• Pt Resolution Taurarua Development Plan
• Pioneer Womens and Ellen Melville Hall Redevelopment
• Grey Lynn Park
• Western Park Playground
• Tole Reserve Playground
• Salisbury Reserve Playground
The Board also welcomes the public to the monthly Local Board Business Meetings, and in 2014 started a regular
e-Bulletin to stakeholders and those who have expressed an interest in hearing about Local Board projects.
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Major projects and initiatives
The Waitematā Local Board worked collaboratively and with support from community groups, iwi and other
stakeholders to deliver and progress a wide range of projects and initiatives in 2013/2014. This included, for
example, infrastructure upgrade projects, events and arts programmes, ecological programmes, urban planning
frameworks, and accessibility initiatives.

Studio One Toi Tū (Artstation) refurbishment
Extensive refurbishment of Artstation Toi Tū over the summer period has provided new galleries and studios
for hire, and a creative workshop space for community use. The new floor plan was designed to provide greater
flexibility of use, and to cater towards a greater diversity of users. To represent these changes, Artstation Toi Tū
was re-launched on the 25 June, with a new name, Studio One Toi Tū. Some of the new uses of the building had
already started by the time of the launch, for example on the 10 May the space was hired for a commercial craft
market. Over 300 people attended the market, most having never been to Artstation Toi Tū before.

POP programme
The POP programme ran from April to June
2014 in different public spaces throughout
the city centre. The programme was
developed by artists to create events that
pop up in unexpected places to generate
play and discovery in an urban environment.
An estimated 17,000+ people engaged with
the POP programme in the three months
that it ran. Events included:
• The Park: A conceptual artwork that
visualises the territory traversed by bees
as they travel from beehives (situated in
Victoria park) to different “pollen hotels”.
The pollen hotels are created through
Hikoi- Host Tribe Native Walks
planting. The Park also included a free
workshop on creating a “Pollen Hotel” at home
• The Roots: Pollinate: This was a collaborative project between year 12 and 13 students from the Waitematā
area and the artists. The students and artists worked together to design and build 20 “pollen hotels”
• Pasture Paintings: Related to The Park, this involved transforming under-utilised open spaces through
planting pollen-rich plants in colourful geometric forms. This initiative included a free workshop on
creating a “Pasture Painting” at home. (Artists Taarati Taiaroa, Sarah Smuts-Kennedy)
• Grow in the City: This was held as part of the Neighbours Day event in Myers Park. POP activities
included workshops on growing food in recycled containers along with music and gardening themed
activities for children
• Walking in the Trees: A specially constructed staircase that wrapped around a majestic Moreton Bay Fig Tree in
Albert Park allowing urban dwellers to walk in a sub canopy and see the world from the perspective of a bird or
bee. (Artist Richard Orjis)
• The Music Box: University of Auckland’s School of Music provided midday music in Albert Park
• Hikoi- Host Tribe Native Walks in Auckland: The Hikoi was led by Prince Davis through Tokiwhatinui
(Auckland Domain) and Waiorea (Western Springs Park) on a guided tour of Māori history and its
connections to our present
• Outdoor/In: The innovative performance group White Face Crew provided physical comedy at Newmarket and
Britomart Train stations.

Waitematā Local Board Achievements Report 1 July 2013 – 30 June 2014
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Outdoor/In: The innovative
performance group White
Face Crew provided physical
comedy at Newmarket and
Britomart Train stations.

Becoming a Low Carbon Community: Action plan
Waitematā Local Board has developed the draft Becoming a Low Carbon Community: Action Plan, which is
currently going through public consultation. This plan provides a framework for contributing to the reduction
of emissions at the local level. It acknowledges the importance of local action to the broader collective effort
necessary to transform Auckland. Waitematā Local Board aims to fuel change through a number of ways,
including leading and funding of projects, supporting projects undertaken elsewhere in council or the community,
and advocating for policies and projects within council. The plan is a foundation for many of the Board’s projects
set out in the draft Local Board Plan 2015/2018

Greenways
In July 2013, the Waitematā Local Board adopted the Greenways Plan which will develop green links for walking
and cycling, connecting our parks and open spaces. Planning work has started on the first priority route which
travels from Cox’s Bay to the North-Western Cycleway via Grey Lynn Park. The second priority route, which links
up Parnell and Newmarket to the Auckland Domain and the University, is also in the planning stages.

Engaging youth
In order to understand youth needs and better involve
youth in planning and decision making, the Waitematā
Local Board funded a youth engagement programme
that included a series of workshops and interviews with
youth, community and business leaders. Key findings
from the engagement included the establishment of an
online youth platform for engagement with local politics,
and more free youth-led events. The online platform
was developed, and was used to elect Waitematā youth
representative Isabella Lenihan-Ikin to the regional Youth
Advisory Panel. Isabella replaced Sarah McCormack who
served from July 2012/June 2014. A number of youth,
who were involved in the engagement work, have also
continued their involvement through the online platform
and helped to organise a Youth Week in early 2014. This
event had funding from Waitematā Local Board and
showcased young artists, poets, youth-led organisations,
and provided different interactive activities.

Ecological restoration

Isabella Lenihan-Ikin – Waitematā Youth Representative

The Board continued its funding of a number of long term
ecological restoration initiatives within the Waitematā area. This involved removal of invasive weed species,
planting of natives, as well as co-ordination of volunteer planting days to support community ownership of
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these special sites. The seven different sites (Cox’s Bay Reserve,
Meola Reserve, Alberon Reserve, Jaggers Bush, Arch Hill Scenic
Reserve, St Stephens Church and Cemetery, Motions Road
Reserve) are now starting to show good results. Healthy urban
bush encourages the return of the bird life, as well as increasing
biodiversity of the urban ecosystem. These projects contribute
to a vision of a city where regenerated urban bush links up via
a network of green spaces, enabling visitors and residents to
interact with and be part of a living city.
Waipapa Stream Restoration
The Waipapa Stream is an important historic site for Māori. It is
the arrival place of the Tainui Canoe and was a site where eels
were collected. It also formed a natural moat protecting the Pa
at Pukekawa (Museum Hill). This stream has a rich history for
settlers too, being the entry point for the first settler ships into
Auckland in 1842, a site for Christian baptisms, and a resource
for numerous commercial enterprises. The Waitematā Local
Board collaborated with the Parnell community including the
Parnell Heritage Group and Parnell Community Committee,
Kiwirail and Auckland Transport to help restore the riparian
margins, through revegetation with native shrubs, trees and
Deborah Yates and Rob Thomas (left) with
grasses - helping to improve the habitat for native birds, insects volunteers at the Waipapa Stream Restoration.
and lizards. Last year’s restoration effort, funded by the Board,
included, extensive weed clearance and native planting. In the longer term the Board envisions a cycleway and
walkway that would run alongside and through the old rail tunnel, giving greater access and prominence to one
of Auckland’s historic places.

Karangahape Road and Newton plans
In April 2014, the draft Newton and Karangahape Road Plans were completed and made available for public
engagement and feedback. Board members Christopher Dempsey
(Lead) and Rob Thomas were delegated to work on the Newton
Plan, and member Vernon Tava (Lead) and Shale Chambers on the
Karangahape Road Plan. The plans start from the position of the
long view, envisaging what the community would like the two areas
to look like over the next 30 years. The plans are a framework for
addressing changes and developments in the region, interwoven
with the ongoing need to protect and enhance the character and
heritage of the area, public spaces and community facilities and
safeguard for high quality public and private developments in the
region. Currently the team are working to incorporate the feedback
received into final plans, and alterations to the Newton plan
following the planned replacement of the Newton Station with Mt
Eden Station in the City Rail Link.

Ponsonby Road plan
In June 2014, following public engagement and the integration of
feedback received, a holistic 30 year plan for Ponsonby Road was
finalised. In the first term members Pippa Coom (lead) and Tricia
Reade were delegated to work on the plan, and in the new term
it included members Pippa Coom (lead) and Shale Chambers. This
plan sets out a framework for developing Ponsonby Road as a place for people rather than just being a
thorough-fare for cars, as a place that is home to a vibrant community and a destination for visitors, with a
history that is acknowledged, protected and interpreted. The next stage is implementation, with a number
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of projects such as a plan for Western Park Development already in progress. One of the projects, a civic
open space at 254 Ponsonby Road, was identified as being of significant interest to the public, and as a
result will be a stand-alone project with additional consultation taking place in September.

Pioneer Women’s and Ellen Melville Hall
Research that the Waitematā Local Board undertook has shown that with growing numbers of residents
in the city centre, many of whom are younger and ethnically diverse, there is an increased need for a
community hub where residents can become involved, interact and get to know other residents. The
Waitematā Local Board has identified Pioneer Women’s and Ellen Melville Hall as a site for development
to provide for this community amenity. The proposed development will provide a flexible space that will
support, among other things, organised group activities, local events, markets, opportunities for community
hire, and provision of local and government services and advice. The hall is very much in need of an
upgrade to achieve this vision, and plans are currently at a concept and design stage.

Symonds Street Cemetery
Symonds Street Cemetery is one of the oldest cemeteries in Auckland. It is the final resting place of Captain
William Hobson. In 2011, the Waitematā Local Board embarked on a long-term initiative to restore this historical
treasure and develop it as a park. Progress to date includes footpath upgrades, vegetation clearance, enhanced
maintenance, a volunteer programme, a vegetation stocktake report, creation of a database to record asset
condition of monuments, and repair of damaged headstones and monuments.

Coastal Walkway
The Coastal Walkway Project will run from Meola Reef in Westmere to Point Resolution Taurarua in Parnell
connecting up with the Hobson Bay walkway. In conjunction with other projects the Coast Walkway will form
part of an integrated pedestrian and cycleway network across the city that will enable people to interact more
directly with their coastal environment and heritage. Over the last year, a significant amount of planning work
has taken place.
• A plan for the Pt Resolution Taurarua section of the walkway, incorporating a sensitive activation of the
historic Pt Resolution Reserve has been completed in draft and will be open for public consultation in October
• Resource consent has been gained for the Weona-Westmere Walkway at Meola Reef, and the walkway is
currently at design stage
• A Wayfinding and Interpretation Strategy has also been finalised, and will be implemented over the next two
years. This will provide signage and interpretation along the Coastal Walkway. This will be vital for helping
locals and visitors navigate and choose between accessible and more difficult/low-tide routes. The harbour
shoreline is a place where multiple histories, cultures and identities overlap as part of Auckland’s distinct and
diverse heritage, and the Wayfinding Strategy will
ensure that these stories are told as part of
the journey.

Myers Park
The Waitematā Local Board adopted the Myers
Park Development Plan in September 2012, which
established a set of principles and design ideas for the
park, recognising its importance as a “green lung” and
open space for children and local residents. Following
extensive public consultation and planning, stage
one work is currently underway. Native planting
along the perimeter of the park has been completed,
and construction has begun on the new children’s
Left to right: Vernon Tava, Councilor Mike Lee, Shale
playground, CCTV and lighting upgrades. Construction
Chambers
(Board Chair) Pippa Coom (Deputy Chair), Rob
works that improve access to the park via St Kevin’s
Thomas. The Myers Park sod turning ceremony 2014
Arcade and the Queen Street entrance will start very
shortly. A newly revitalised Myers Park will be opened in
time for the Myers Park Centenary in January 2015, with more improvements to come.
14
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Accessibility
The Waitematā Local Board believes that everyone has the right to participate in community life. In 2012 the
Waitematā Local Board developed an accessibility plan which has provided a basis for projects in 2013/14:
Parnell Festival of Roses
The Waitematā Local Board continues to fund the Parnell Festival of Roses as an important event for both the
Parnell and wider community. In 2013, the event
was successfully run for the first time as a pilot
‘accessible event’. This included:
•
		

a webpage dedicated to accessibility 		
information for the festival

•
		
		

guided walks around the gardens and festival
by a trained audio describer (which were 		
booked out)

•
		
		
		
		

braille and large print signs that incorporated
QR codes, which visitors could scan on their
phones to bring up the information in
New Zealand sign language, spoken English
and Te Reo Māori

•
		

the allocation of a New Zealand Sign 		
Language Interpreter for Bug Man talks.

Good for business seminar
Waitematā Local Board, in association with
AECOM and Be. Accessible held a Good for
Business seminar in August 2013 on the
economic benefits of engaging with and
understanding the needs of access customers.
This included those with disability issues, elderly
Photo credit: Heidi Ping Xu
Parnell Festival of Roses 2013
people, families with young children, and people
with temporary illness or injury. The seminar was
presented by the CEO of the group Be. Accessible, Minnie Baragwanath, and concluded a series of Good for
Business seminars held in 2013.

Inner city residents survey
The Waitematā Local Board partnered with the Council’s research unit RIMU (Research, Investigations and
Monitoring Unit) to provide support and funding for an inner city resident’s survey. The study involved 885
participants who gave their views on a range of issues including: noise; safety; housing and the built environment;
accessibility and transport; community; and family. This research has helped to shape Local Board initiatives and
advocacy positions.

Seddon Field car and bike parking and lights
Following the successful completion of two new artificial turfs at Seddon Fields in the previous year, the Board
partnered with Western Springs Football Club to fund an additional 44 car parks and 10 bike parks at the site
to help with the increased demand and use of the fields. In addition seven new lights were put in at the fields to
increase the playing time. The Board will continue to look at improving transport and parking at the sports fields
which are now a very popular site on the weekend.

Waitematā Local Board Achievements Report 1 July 2013 – 30 June 2014
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Drinking fountains in parks
This project provided water fountains in parks and open spaces to reduce
waste from plastic drink bottles and provide better amenities to the
community. In 2013/14, the following water fountains were installed
(with more scheduled for delivery in 2014/15):
• Auckland Domain

• Heard Park

• Arch Hill Park

• Jaggers Bush

• Basque Park

• Lemington Reserve

• Bayfield Park

• Old Mill Reserve

• Herne Bay Beach

• Sentinel Beach

• Vermont Park
Water fountain, metal design at
Grey Lynn Park

Local Implementation Projects (LIPs)
In addition to delivering projects and initiatives in the Local Board Agreement 2013/14 the Board funded a
number of projects through the Local Improvement Projects (LIPs) fund. Some of these projects are small, but
have significant environmental and social benefits to the community. These have included:
• rubbish bins at Victoria Park
• Citizen’s Advice Bureau shelves at the Central Library
• utility box murals at 97 Ponsonby Road, and 1A Picton Street, Ponsonby
• concept and design planning on Pt Resolution
Taurarua and the Coastal Walkway, Western
Park, Grey Lynn Park and Pioneer Women’s
Ellen Melville Hall.
• a grant for The Auckland Performing Arts
Centre to purchase a scissor lift
• ecological restoration programmes in Alberon
Reserve, Arch Hill Scenic Reserve, St Stephens
Church and Cemetery and Waipapa Stream
(see page 12 for more details)
• movie in the Park (Grey Lynn Park,
February 2014)
• funding towards replacing the lights at
Seddon Fields (see Seddon Fields Parking
Upgrade on page 15 for more details)
Board members at the 2013 Christmas, Ponsonby’s Carols in the Park
Photo credit Martin Leach, Ponsonby News
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Local input into regional policies
The Board is committed to being a strong local voice and advocating on behalf of communities to the wider
council. One way the Board does this, is through providing measured feedback on a wide range of regional draft
policies and plans. This last year the Board provided formal feedback on the following:
• Draft Unitary Plan (August 2013)
• Solid Waste Bylaw (August 2013)
• Thriving Communities- Community and Social Development Action Plan (August 2013)
• Cycling Business Plan (September 2013 Auckland Transport)
• Auckland Energy Resilience and Low Carbon Action Plan (March 2014)
• Local Boards Funding Policy Review (April 2014)
• Auckland Transport Code of Practice (April 2014)
• Special Housing Areas Tranche 3 (April 2014)
• Council Controlled Organisations Review (June 2014)
• Auckland Transport draft Parking Discussion Document (July 2014)
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Local events
The Waitematā area is the main events and entertainment centre for Auckland. In the past year the Board
delivered and supported a number of important community events:

Board delivered events
• Movies in the Park (Eagle vs Shark, Grey Lynn Park, February 2014)
• The Parnell Festival of the Roses (November 2013)
• Carols by Candlelight in Western Park (December 2013)

Board supported events
• Grey Lynn Park Festival (30 November 2013)
• Art in the Dark (Western Park 7-9 November)
• Franklin Road Christmas Lights (1 December
2013)
• Art Week Auckland (11-20 October 2013)
• Festival Italiano (Newmarket 29 September
2013)
• Fiesta in the Park (Western Park 12 October
2013)

Art in the Dark 2014

In order to give more funding surety to the
Photo credit: Elizabeth Clarkson, 2014.
large events the Board supports, the Board has
developed three year agreements with Grey Lynn Park Festival, Art in the Dark, Art Week and Festival Italiano.
This will ensure that the events are able to plan their activities much better going forward.
Representatives from the Board have attended all the major events that have been held in the Waitematā area
including Pasifika Festival, Diwali, the Pride Parade, Ciclovia and the Lantern Festival.

Major openings and
ceremonies
Waitematā is the region’s premier economic,
cultural and historical centre. During the past year,
the Board has had the honour of overseeing the
completion of a number of its own projects as well
as those completed by the Council family, within
the Waitematā Local Board boundaries

Local board opening ceremonies
• Studio One Toi Tū: On 25 June 2014, Studio
One Toi Tū (formerly Artstation Toi Tū) was
re-launched. The Waitematā Local Board was
present and deputy chair Pippa Coom spoke at
the opening celebration.

Seddon Fields opening: Left to right - Greg Moyle, Shale
Chambers, Martin Bell, Mike Lee, Zoran Jerkovic, Christopher
Dempsey, Pippa Coom and kids from the Western Springs
Football Club.
Photo credit Luke Harvey.

• POP Official Opening: The POP project was
opened at the Neighbours Day Grow in the City
event in Myers Park on 29 March 2014. Board members Shale Chambers, Pippa Coom, Greg Moyle, Vernon
Tava and Deborah Yates attended.

• POP Pollinate Awards: Deputy Chair Pippa Coom was a Guest Judge at the POP Pollinate award ceremony held
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on 27 April 2014. This was for Year 12 and 13 students
who designed and built “pollen hotels” for bees from
recycled materials. Chair Shale Chambers and members
Vernon Tava and Deborah Yates also attended.
• Seddon Fields: On 5 July 2013, the artificial turfs at
Seddon Fields were opened. Chair Shale Chambers spoke
and deputy chair Pippa Coom, and members Greg Moyle
and Christopher Dempsey also attended.
• Beating the Bounds: On 7 December 2013, starting the
new term in office, the Waitematā Local Board “Beat the
Bounds” alongside members of the public. This is an old
Anglo-Saxon tradition of walking the parish boundaries.
The walk increased awareness of the local board area for
all who participated.

Newmarket Train Station. Reuben Paterson (Ngati
Rangitihi/Ngai Tuhoe), ‘Ándale, Ándale’, 2014.
Photo credit: Patrick Reynolds

Other opening ceremonies
• Westhaven Cycleway Sod Turning: On 21 October 2013 a ceremony was held to mark the start of
construction of Waterfront Auckland’s Westhaven Cycleway and Walkway. Local Board Chair Shale Chambers
turned the sod, and was a speaker, alongside the Deputy Chair of Waterfront Auckland. Local Board deputy
chair Pippa Coom and member Christopher Dempsey also attended.
• Fort Lane Artwork: On 27 February 2014, the David Svensson light installation was opened at Fort Lane and
“switched on”. Chair Shale Chambers spoke at the event, and deputy chair Pippa Coom and members Deborah
Yates and Christopher Dempsey attended the event.
• Newmarket Station Artwork: On 28 February 2014, the new Reuben Paterson sculpture ‘Ándale, Ándale’ was
unveiled at Newmarket Station. The work was commissioned by the Newmarket Art Trust with support from
the Waitematā Local Board and Newmarket Business Association. Chair Shale Chambers, deputy chair Pippa
Coom and members Christopher Dempsey and Deborah Yates attended.
• 75th Centenary of Newmarket Olympic Pool: On 12 March 2013, Newmarket Olympic Pool celebrated 75
years of operation. Chair Shale Chambers spoke on behalf of Auckland Council and the Waitematā Local Board,
and Waitematā Local Board members attended.

75th Centenary of Newmarket Olympic Pool on 12 March 2013:
Swimming legends Norma Williams, Winkie Asby and Tessa Duder
with Shale Chambers (Board Chair) and Directors of the Olympic Pools
Fitness Centre Ltd.

Fort Lane: David Svensson,
‘Eyelight Lane’, 2014
Photo credit: Patrick Reynolds
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Transport advocacy
The Waitematā Local Board has the aim of a congestion free transport network which makes a positive
contribution to healthy lifestyles in Waitematā. Working closely with Auckland Transport, the Board ensures
that there is a voice for community transport initiatives that support walking, cycling and public transport use,
improved safety and a reduction in congestion and carbon emissions. The Board took a number of advocacy
positions in relation to transport in the last year and have achieved the following:

Symonds Street

• After discovering that the Beach Road Cycleway would not be completed until after the Grafton Gully
Cycleway was completed by NZTA, the Board took an advocacy position that the completion of both should
be co-ordinated. This would ensure that cyclists did not have to exit the cycleway into an unsafe cycling
environment. Auckland Transport has since amended its timetable to achieve this. Both cycle ways will be
opened in September 2014.
• Similarly the timetable for the Upper Queen Street Bridge, the final section of cycleway to connect the
Grafton Gully Cycleway with the North Western Cycleway, was pushed out to 2015/16. The Board advocated
strongly that the works should be timetabled for the same completion date. The connection is now due to be
completed in time for the opening of the Grafton Gully Cycleway in September 2014.
• The Local Board advocated strongly for comprehensive parking management plans that address the needs
of residents, visitors and local businesses. In 2012-2014 a residential parking zone scheme was piloted in St
Mary’s Bay to manage commuter parking in the suburb. Approximately 88% of local residents surveyed by
Auckland Transport were of the view that the parking zone had been successful at addressing parking issues in
the area. The extension of this scheme is currently being consulted on with residents as part of the AT Parking
Discussion Document.
• The Board continued to advocate for Auckland Transport to prioritise the installation of advance cycle stop
boxes with feeder lanes. One intersection which was of particular concern, Karangehape Road-Great North
Road Intersection, has now been included by Auckland Transport in their planned works.
• The Board continued to work with Auckland Transport to develop solutions to improve safety and mobility for
pedestrians and cyclists. The Board has advocated for safety improvements on Richmond Road, The Strand,
Tamaki Drive, Quay Street and Lower Albert and Quay Street, all of which are now on Auckland Transport’s
programme of works. Auckland Transport’s Route Optimisation Team is also looking at intersections
throughout the City Centre for network efficiency improvements.
• The Board has continued to advocate for wayfinding signage that helps people walking and on bikes to know
where routes and paths are, including adding destination information on standard walkway sign designs. A
number of access ways in the Waitematā region have no signage all. However, Auckland Transport has been
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responding to specific board requests, for example board requested signs have been installed on Ponsonby
Road indicating the Arthur Street walkway, and between Beach Road and Anzac Ave and Auckland Transport
will soon install signage on Great North Road / Waima Street to the North-western cycle way.
• The Board advocated for improvements to Auckland Domain for cyclists and pedestrians. A number of upgrade
works have now been completed, these include:

˚ a safety-focused redesign of the Domain Drive and Lower Domain Drive
˚ a new eastbound cycle lane of Domain Drive
˚ additional speed tables on Domain Drive and Lower Domain Drive and the rehabilitation of two others
˚ footpath works and additional pedestrian crossing points
˚ a safer speed of 30 km/h introduced throughout Auckland Domain and the closure of Lovers Lane car park
		 for vehicular access.
• The Board has continued to advocate for bike parking. Reliable access to bike parking is just one of the things
that helps to encourage and make biking an accessible part of everyday life. The Board has successfully
advocated for bike parking at events such as Pacifika, and a bike corral on Ponsonby Road.
The Board has also continued to advocate on a number of transport priorities including for example: supporting
the implementation of the Auckland Cycle Network, and advocating that priority is given to deliver on the
planned routes as quickly as possible, and advocating that the plan for a congestion free transport network be
included in the city’s Integrated Transport Plan.
The Board also continues to strongly support and advocate for the Skypath project, a walking and cycling path
over the Auckland Harbour Bridge.

Bike coral, Ponsonby Road.
Photo credit: Patrick Reynolds
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Community grants and funding
The Board set aside $100,000 for the year 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014 for the funding of community groups,
clubs and organisations whose work or programmes and initiatives serve the Waitematā community. During the
last year the Board provided grants to the following community groups and organisations:
• Arch Hill Residents Inc.

• New Zealand Fashion Museum

• Assocation of Handcraft Printers (NZ) Inc.

• Parnell Heritage Inc.

• Auckland City Mission

• LParnell Trust

• Auckland Women’s Centre

• Auckland Pride Festival

• City of Auckland Pipe Band

• Project Litefoot Trust

• Chinese New Settlers Service Trust

• Rainbow Youth

• Coastguard Boating Education

• Rape Crisis Auckland Council

• Freemans Bay Residents Association

• Recreate NZ

• Friends of Symonds Street Cemetery Inc.

• Royal New Zealand Airforce

• Gaelic Athletic Association of Auckland Inc.

• St. Patrick’s Cathedral Heritage Foundation

• Grafton Residents Assocation

• TAPAC - The Auckland Performing Arts Centre of
Western Springs Inc.

• Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Trust NZ
• Grey Lynn Business Association
• Grey Lynn Residents Association
• Grey Lynn Returned Services Association
• Heritage Roses, Auckland
• Kelmarna Community Garden Trust
• Methodist Mission Northern
• Migrant Action Trust
• Mind Over Manner

• The City Dance and City Ballet Foundation Inc.
• The Kestrel Preservation Society
• The Parenting Place - Attitude Youth Division
• Women’s Studies Association
• YMCA Auckland
• Youthline Auckland Chartiable Trust
• Watersafe Auckland
• West End Lawn Tennis Club

• Multiple Sclerosis Auckland and North Shore Inc.
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Looking back over the first term
The Waitematā Local Board delivered many of its priorities in its 2011-2013 Local Board Plan.
For example:
• All playgrounds and sport fields in Waitematā are now smoke free
• Improvements to Station Square in Newmarket including planter boxes and seating
• The return of the three lamps to Ponsonby Road with the installation of three historical reproduction lamps
• Advocacy for Khartoum Place upgrades, including retention of the Suffrage Memorial “Women Achieve
the Vote”
• Victoria Park Skatepark
• Oversaw the restoration and upgrade of Tepid Baths, maintaining the iconic building’s heritage vales, and
incorporating a state of the art gym facility
• Cox’s Bay Boardwalk
• Newmarket Park was upgraded following the largest ecological remediation in Auckland’s History
• Seddon Fields was upgraded with two new artificial turfs and the Board also funded new lighting and
upgraded car and bike parking
• Drinking fountains were installed across Waitematā’s parks
• An accessibility plan was developed and implementation has already begun
• The Board advocated for, and successfully gained decision-making responsibility for the Domain Sportsfields,
Albert Park, Western Springs Lakeside, Meola Reef and Symonds Street Cemetery
• Exploration of the idea of a Community-led Resource Recovery Centre was completed in collaboration with
the other Local Boards, and a business case has been developed.
• Developed a plan to cut carbon emissions
• Renewal of Point Resolution Bridge stairways and walkways
• Re-opened Leys Institute Gym
• Increased evening opening hours of our suburban local libraries.
The Board is continuing to work on the large multi-year projects, and others which require ongoing advocacy to
other parts of Council. These projects also make up a large part of the initiatives for the coming year.
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Looking forward over the current term
Many of the initiatives for 2014/15 are projects that are close to having plans and consultation finalised and will
soon be ready to start implementation, or long term projects that are now beginning to show great results. The
Waitematā Local Board is excited about seeing the progress that it can make for the Waitematā communities in
the coming year.
• The commencement of the redevelopment of Pioneer Women’s and Ellen Melville Hall
• Completion of Stage One of the Myers Park upgrade in time for the centenary celebrations, and a concept plan
for how to connect the park with Aotea Square
• Establishment of a community led multi-board community-led resource recovery centre
• Commencement of the Coastal Walkway construction, and the revitalisation of Pt Resolution/Tauarua Reserve
as well as the wayfinding signage
• Continued restoration of Symonds Street Cemetery
• Continued ecological restoration of urban bush
• Detailed design finalised for an open civic space on Ponsonby Road
• Finalisation of a plan for upgrading Western Park and commencement of works
• Commencement of physical works for the Waitematā Greenways Plan Route G1 linking Cox’s Bay to the
North-Western Cycleway via Grey Lynn Park, and confirmation of budget for the other routes
• Concept and plan for the restoration or partial daylighting of an urban stream
• Playground upgrades in Grey Lynn Park, Western Park, Tole Reserve and Costly Reserve
• Playground renewals in Salisbury Reserve and Western Springs Park
• Development of a playground design for Home Street Reserve
• A finalised development plan for Grey Lynn Park.
The Waitematā Local Board remains committed to becoming an accessible local board area, and will continue to
support local community, arts, sporting and events groups through grants and partnerships.
The Board will continue to advocate strongly for the people of Waitematā. For example advocating for the
prioritisation of walking, cycling and public transport infrastructure, for an affordable housing policy, for
ensuring the restoration and protection of St James Theatre and for city planning that puts people at the
heart of what it does.
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POP Programme: Grow in the City
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POP Programme: Walking in the Trees.
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Find out more: phone 09 353 9654
or visit aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/Waitemata

