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Message from the Chair
It continues to be an exciting time in the development of Waitematā and Auckland.
Every year I enjoy this chance to sit back and reflect on the busy and challenging year that has been, to share and
celebrate our achievements over the past 12 months.
Over the past year, the Waitematā Local Board worked hard to turn the vision and priorities of our second
Local Board Plan and fourth Local Board Agreement into actions on the ground. We have invested in projects
and initiatives that ensure our growing communities have more places to safely play, be active, walk, cycle, relax,
and enjoy their surrounds including access the beautiful Waitematā coastline.
In November last year we celebrated the completion of stage 1 of Myers Park planned development opening a
state-of-the-art children playground (nearly) 100 years after the park was first opened. For the second year we
delivered the POP programme - a popular series of interactive public art performances.  
We saw the completion of our first local playground renewal at Costley Reserve, with two more playgrounds due
for completion by September this year.
We helped set foundations for the future by completing three major park development plans and one area plan.
These documents will provide clear planning frameworks for these areas and help direct both future renewals and
capital development.  
The re-establishment of the Fukuoka Friendship Garden at Western Springs Lakeside Park was endorsed by the
board and are overseeing the implementation of this over the coming year.
It is encouraging to see the much anticipated Weona-Westmere Coastal Walkway moving forward with the
completion of stage 1, and we look forward to working on this project as it continues
We are the first Auckland local board to be nominated and registered as ‘child friendly’ through the international
UNICEF ‘Child Friendly Cities’ accreditation process.
And lastly, a great achievement for me personally and the Board as a whole, was being a part of saving the six
Pohutukawa on Great North Road. ‘People Power’ and common sense won the day on 20 February, when the
Auckland Transport Board went against officer advice by deciding not to go ahead with the widening plan of
Great North Road, which would have required the removal of six heritage Pohutukawa trees.
These are some of our achievements this year, none of which could have been possible without the enthusiasm
and support of our engaged and active communities. We are confident the initiatives we are delivering and
continue to advocate for, will make Waitematā a better place to live, work, study, play and visit. We invite you
to read our achievements report and encourage you to contact the Board if you wish to find out more.

Shale Chambers
Chair, Waitematā Local Board
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Waitematā Local Board members
Address: Waitematā Local Board office, Level 2, 35 Graham Street, Auckland Central
Postal address: Auckland Council, Private Bag 92300, Auckland 1142
Email: waitematalocalboard@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz      Phone: 09 353 9654
Facebook:  facebook.com/waitemata
Shale Chambers

Vernon Tava

Chair

021 242 4608
vernon.tava@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

M

021 286 7111
shale.chambers@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

M

Portfolios: Arts, Culture and Events (Lead); Parks
and Open Spaces
Positions: Heart of the City; Auckland City Centre
Advisory Board; Waterfront, Auckland liaison
Committees: Finance; Grants; Central Facilities
Partnerships (Chair), Auckland Domain Committee
(Deputy Chair)

Portfolios: Parks and Open Spaces (Lead);  
Heritage; Urban Design and Planning;
Positions: K’Road Business Association
Committees: Finance (Deputy Chair);
Hearings (Deputy Chair), Auckland
Domain Committee

Pippa Coom

Rob Thomas

Deputy Chair

021 704 423
rob.thomas@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

M

021 926 618
pippa.coom@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

M

Portfolios: Community (Lead); Transport (Lead)
Positions: Ponsonby Business Association
Committees: Grants (Chair); Central Joint Funding

Portfolios: Natural Environment; Sport and Recreation
Positions: Uptown Business Association
Committees: Grants, Auckland Domain Committee

Christopher Dempsey

Deborah Yates

M

021 284 3377
christopher.dempsey@aucklandcouncil.
govt.nz

M

Portfolios: Heritage; Urban Design and
Planning (Lead); Transport
Positions: Parnell Inc.
Committees: Hearings (Chair); Finance

Portfolios: Natural Environment (Lead);
Community (incl. Children and Young
People sub‑portfolio)
Positions: Grey Lynn Business Association liaison
Committees: Grants (Deputy Chair); Hearings

021 242 6472
deborah.yates@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Greg Moyle
021 444 339
greg.moyle@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
M

Portfolios: Sport and Recreation (Lead); Arts;
Culture and Events
Positions: Newmarket Business Association
Committees: Finance (Chair); Hearings
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Waitematā Local Board Governance

By working closely with the various arms of council, including the governing body, council departments,
council controlled organisations, and other local boards the local board has achieved a many great things. This
governance structure enables the board to deliver on its commitments to the Waitematā community. All board
members are active on forums, committees and working groups, many of which are outlined below.

Working with the Mayor and the Governing Body
The board has a strong collaborative relationship with the governing body and other arms of council, and actively
seeks opportunities to represent and advocate for good outcomes for Waitematā. Areas of collaboration include:

Auckland Domain Committee
The Auckland Domain Committee is a newly-created joint governance committee comprised of three governing
body members, three local board members and two members of the Independent Maori Statutory Board.
This committee replaces the previous Auckland Domain Masterplan Panel; it oversees the development of the
Auckland Domain Masterplan which will provide a holistic framework for the development of the park. The
plan incorporates existing initiatives and identifies other improvements in the park, funding and a timelines for
implementation. The main themes that the plan, once finished, will include are: improving and prioritising the
pedestrian and cycle network, improving the amenities, view protection, and improving the relationship between
the park and the museum. Waitematā Local Board Chair, Shale Chambers, and members Vernon Tava and Rob
Thomas sit on this committee.  

Representation Review Working Party
The Chair Shale Chambers is a member of the Representation Review Working Party. This working party was
established by the governing body to look at options for conducting the next representation review and whether
legislation should be changed to allow (i) a future council to review the number of councillors; and (ii) a simpler
process for aligning local board and ward boundaries.
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Urban Cycling Investment Panel
Deputy Chair Pippa Coom was appointed to this panel by the Transport Minister on the recommendation of Local
Government New Zealand. The panel was tasked with assessing cycleway projects that Councils from across
the country put forward for funding from the Government’s $100m Urban Cycleways Fund. The Panel provided
recommendations to the Minister of Transport on the final Urban Cycleway Programme.  

Local Board Agreement
The board worked with the governing body to agree on the Local Board Agreement (LBA) for the 2015/2016
financial year. The LBA delivers on the priorities set in the Local Board Plan 2014 and shows the intended
provision of local projects and the operating expenditure required to fund them.

First World War Political Steering Group (WWIPSG)
WWIPSG was set up to support and foster activities to mark the centenary of the First World War both run by
council and the broader community. Over the past year, WWIPSG has been working on a permanent World
War 1 centenary memorial project at the Auckland Domain. Waitematā Local Board member Greg Moyle is the
deputy chair of the steering group.

Working with Council Controlled Organisations
The Waitematā Local Board has been working constructively with the seven Council Controlled Organisations
(CCOs) to deliver the projects and priorities of the Waitematā community. CCOs provide basic services such as
water and transport.  They also play an important role in planning and helping to achieve the vision for areas of
significance such as the waterfront, regional facilities, management of council owned properties, support for local
businesses and attracting high quality investment to Auckland and run and support a vibrant event programme
for the region. The Local Board is active in continuing to develop strong working relationships with the CCOs that
enable joined up thinking, and local input into regional decision making.

Working with other Local Boards
Waitematā Local Board recognises the importance of working collaboratively with other local boards to progress
initiatives that are of shared benefit. Examples include:

Resource Recovery Centre
Waitematā Local Board continues to work with Albert-Eden and Puketapāpa Local Boards to establish a much
needed community-led resource recovery centre that will serve the needs of all three communities and provide
a model for collaborative development across the region.

Central Facilities Partnership Committee
The Central Facilities Partnership Committee was a joint working committee across the seven central local
boards. It decided on and administered funding to community organisations to provide community facilities.
These included, for example, arts facilities, sport and recreation facilities and community hubs. The Waitematā
Local Board Chair, Shale Chambers, was the chair of the committee, following re-election.

Central Joint Funding Committee
The Central Joint Funding Committee made funding decisions on the Auckland City Natural Heritage Fund,
Auckland City Cultural Heritage Fund, Community Group Accommodation Support, and Community Group
Assistance Fund. It had representation from the seven central local boards. Waitematā Deputy Chair Pippa Coom
was deputy chair of the committee. The Governing Body decided that from 1 July 2015 these grants and all other
legacy grants from across the region will be reduced and distributed directly to local boards. The central local
boards are currently considering the re-establishment of this committee.  
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Community-led Place-making Champions Group
This across-local board group was set up to promote place-making led by the community and in partnership
with the council. Waitematā Local Board Deputy Chair Pippa Coom sits on the group and chairs a working group
focused on identifying best practice.

Local Boards Urban Design Champions Group
The Local Boards Urban Design Champions Group was set up to contribute towards the goal of creating the
world’s most liveable city. Member Christopher Dempsey sits on the group for Waitematā, alongside members
from the other 20 local boards and the governing body.

Official Duties
Civic Ceremonies
The board participates in and represents Waitematā residents at some of the key civic ceremonies within the
Waitematā region. These include:
• Central area citizenship ceremonies: jointly hosted by the Chair, Shale Chambers, and other central region local
board chairs at the Auckland Town Hall.  Local board members are actively involved in these ceremonies.  
• Anzac Day ceremonies: attended by board members representing the local board. In 2015’s centenary ANZAC
events, Chair Shale Chambers spoke at the Grey Lynn RSC parade and ceremony, and along with Deputy Chair
Pippa Coom, laid a wreath on behalf of the Waitematā Local Board. Chair Shale Chambers and local board
member Rob Thomas attended the Dawn Parade Ceremony at Auckland War Memorial Museum on behalf of
the board while board members Vernon Tava and Deborah Yates represented the oard at the civic service and
laid a wreath on behalf of the board. Members Vernon Tava and Rob Thomas represented the board at the
Newmarket Business Association organised ANZAC parade and laid a wreath on behalf of the board.
• Waitematā Good Citizens’ Awards: the Board hosted its second Waitematā Good Citizens’ Award ceremony
on 17 June 2015, to recognise and celebrate the contributions that volunteers have made to the betterment
of Waitematā. Chair Shale Chambers, and board members Pippa Coom and Deborah Yates were part of the
selection panel along with Penny Sefuiva, Dean Jo Kelly Moore and Alex Johnstone. All board members took
part in formalities on the day.

Shale Chambers speaking at the Grey Lynn RSC ANZAC Day
commemorations.
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Vernon Tava and Christopher Dempsey presenting
presenting Tejo Van Schie, on behalf of the Pest Control
Volunteers Group, a Community Group Award at
Waitematā Local Board Good Citizen’s Awards 2015.
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Waitematā - The Economic Hub
The Waitematā region is an important economic hub for Auckland. The board recognises the vital importance of
a strong local economic development plan that supports local businesses and champion’s innovation. An essential
part of this is the maintenance of strong collaborative relationships with the business community.

Business Associations
There are currently six Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) within the Waitematā area. Each board member
sits on one of the BIDs or business association, working closely with the group to address a wide range of matters
affecting the business area. This can include issues such as parking, safety, and community beautification. Below
is the list of the BIDs with the respective board member representative:
• Heart of the City – Shale Chambers
• Newmarket Business Association – Greg Moyle
• K Road Business Association – Vernon Tava
• Parnell Inc – Christopher Dempsey
• Ponsonby Business Association – Pippa Coom
• Uptown Business Association – Rob Thomas
• Grey Lynn Business Association (not currently a BID) – Deborah Yates.

Rob Thomas, Deborah Yates, Shale Chambers, Pippa Coomb
and Greg Moyle at the Federal Street opening festival.

Shale Chambers speaking at the official opening ceremony
of the Federal Street shared space.

Waitematā City Fringe Economic Development Action Plan
Waitematā Local Board initiated this plan, which sets out a framework for guiding local economic development
in the city fringe. The plan is very much a “living document” that will continue to evolve with the city. The local
board continues to support BIDs as strong advocates for the needs of local businesses.  The board has advocated
strongly for good integrated public transport, the City Rail Link and many other projects and action areas.

Extension of Parnell’s Business Improvement District
Parnell Inc has been a BID since 1999 and is one of 48 BIDs operating across the Auckland region. Parnell Inc is
a significant player in facilitating and creating local economic development in the Waitematā local board area;
there are 500 businesses and property owners involved in this BID Programme.
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In 2014, Parnell Inc signalled its intention to expand the BID boundary to include businesses located in the area
defined by Falcon Street, Cheshire Street, Heather Street, Carlaw Park Avenue, Stanley Street, The Strand, York
Street, St Georges Bay Road and Gladstone Road. The board was supportive of this exercise and allocated funding
towards marketing costs.
The results of the expansion ballot when voting closed was strongly in favour of the expansion. The return rate
of 52.3% is a BID record and a great achievement for the Parnell BID programme. The expansion provides Parnell
Inc with an additional BID target rate of $360,000 per annum, bringing their annual target rate grant to $700,000
and increase their membership to 1000 members.

Local Board Plan 2014 - 2017
In July 2014, the Waitematā Local Board released the draft local board
plan for public consultation. The board received 213 submissions,
which they deliberation on at its September 2014 meeting.  The final
plan was adopted by the board in October 2014. The local board plan
sets out a three year foundation for planning, action and advocacy
for Waitematā. It provides a basis for working towards creating the
world’s most liveable city at the local level, and aims to achieve the
following identified outcomes:
• A distinctive, high quality urban environment that
embraces heritage
• Connected, accessible and safe transport choices
• Waitematā, the innovative economic hub of Auckland
• Natural beauty is respected and enhanced
• Quality parks, open spaces and community facilities created for
people to use and enjoy
• Strong communities that are inclusive, vibrant and engaged.

Local Board Agreement
For each financial year, Auckland Council must have a local board agreement between the governing body and
the local board, for each local board area. In June 2015, the Waitematā Local Board adopted its fifth Waitematā
local board agreement with the governing body, which forms part of the Auckland Council Long-Term Plan
2015-2025. As part of this agreement the board agreed allocation of locally driven initiative funding to projects
and services for the 2015-2016 financial year.

Local Engagement
Public engagement is an essential part of how the board reaches decisions on priorities, projects and positions for
the region.  This last year the community was consulted on a number of significant projects including:
• Auckland Unitary Plan
• Community Grant Policy
• 254 Ponsonby Road Consultation
• Becoming a Low Carbon Community – Action Plan
• Point Resolution Taurarua Development Plan
• Local Board Plan 2014-2017.
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• Long-Term Plan / Local Board Agreement
2015/2016
• Newmarket Laneways Plan
• Karangahape Road Plan
• Newton and Eden Terrace Plan
• Western Park Development Plan
• Grey Lynn Park Development Plan
The community is invited to every monthly local board
business meeting, and in 2014 a regular eBulletin to
stakeholders and those who have expressed an interest
in hearing about local board projects was initiated.

Child friendly element to the Pt Resolution Tauraura
Development Plan consultation at the Parnell Festival of Roses.

Planning for Waitematā
The Waitematā Local Board recognises the importance of good urban planning to accommodate for future
growth. Hence, over the past year the board completed, or is in the process of completing, a number of area/
development plans.  The purpose of these documents is to provide clear planning framework for these areas in
the future and to direct both renewals and future capital development when applicable.  

Point Resolution Taurarua Development Plan
Point Resolution Taurarua is a place of significant
historic and heritage value to iwi, being the site of
a pre-European pa and one of the few unmodified
headlands in the area. The site also has heritage value
as the location of Fort Resolution, a Victorian-era
Russian Scare fort. Due to its significance, in 2013 the
board commissioned the preparation of a development
plan. The aim of the plan is to create a clear design
framework which will assist with the delivery of
programmed renewals and also identify opportunities
to improve the site through new capital projects in
the short, medium and long term. Any renewal or
development work in the area will be aligned with the
development plan.
In April 2015, the Board approved the final Point
Resolution Taurarua Development Plan.

Grey Lynn Park Development Plan
Grey Lynn Park is a destination park located in Grey
Lynn,  it has a wide range of facilities catering for
active and passive recreation including three sports
fields, two playgrounds, a skate ramp, basketball and
tennis courts, a paddling pool, an extensive footpath
network and two off-leash dog exercise areas.
With both playgrounds and many other assets
requiring renewal, and several other projects potentially affecting the park, the board identified the need for an
updated development plan to direct both renewals and future capital development. The final plan, adopted by
the board in April 2015, took into consideration two previous development plans for the park, created in 2004
and 2008, as well as a newly commissioned community facility needs analysis.

Waitematā Local Board Achievements Report 1 July 2014 – 30 June 2015
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The plan aims to provide concept designs for upgrades to both playgrounds, the in-park section of the prioritised
greenways routes (Hakanoa Reserve and Grey Lynn Park) and identified other improvements and coordinated
renewal requirements. The plan also identifies a location of a possible future Richmond Rovers base pavilion/
community facility, based on the best outcome for the wider park.

Western Park Development Plan
Western Park is one of Auckland’s oldest public parks
and has significant cultural, heritage, ecological and
recreational value. In recognition of the significance
of this park, the board commissioned a development
plan in 2014. The plan is intended to allow informed
decision-making in the future and assist with
programmed renewals and other park improvements
over the short, medium and long term.
The draft Western Park development plan was released
for public consultation in March 2015 it identifies
a number of key asset groups within the park and
proposes design considerations and improvements as appropriate.
The final development plan is due to be adopted by the board in August 2015

Karangahape Road Plan
The Waitematā Local Board endorsed the planning
process for the development of a local area-based
plan for Karangahape Road in Jun 2013. The purpose
of the plan is to provide clear planning framework to
guide how the Karangahape Road area could grow
and change over the next 30 years. The City Rail Link
project and the proposed Karangaphape Road Station
are catalysts for change and transformation in the area
and this change needs to be carefully and thoughtfully
planned for.
The draft plan was released for public consultation in
April 2014 to give both public and key stakeholders
an opportunity to provide feedback. Following this
a summary of public feedback report was released in July 2014 with the final plan adopted by the board in
November 2014.
The final plan sets out a vision, key moves, projects and initiatives to support growth, change, and the aspirations
and goal that the community, mana whenua and local businesses have for the Karangahape Road area. It
provides for an implementation strategy – which is designed to be a living document.  The plan contains a
number of specific projects and actions and outlines the timeframes, delivery partners, funding mechanism and
monitoring and review processes.

Becoming a Low Carbon Community 2015
In Waitematā Local Board’s first local board plan (2011), is the aspiration to develop a localised plan for reducing
emissions ‘that will focus on reducing energy use, sustainable transport options, waste reduction, local food
production and more effective and cooperative use of resources and land’.
Becoming a Low Carbon Community 2015 gives effect to this aspiration. The final plan was endorsed by the
board in April 2015.
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The plan - which is the first of its kind - provides a framework for
contributing to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions at the local
level.  It looks at ways to reduce energy use and waste, promoting
sustainable transport options, encouraging local food production and
promoting effective, cooperative and sustainable use of resources and
land. It gives real effect to both local board and regional Auckland
Council outcomes as they relate to sustainability, carbon reduction
and caring for the environment. An implementation plan which will
guide delivery of the overall plan over the next few years is currently
being developed.

Newmarket Laneways Plan
An update of the Newmarket Laneways public realm has been in
the planning and progressive delivery stage since the late 1990s. It
is recognised that the streetscape, and in particular the footpaths in
this high use pedestrian area, have outlived their design life and are
overdue for total replacement. In addition Newmarket is developing as
a boutique retail/entertainment precinct, and is in need of an upgrade
to create a safer and more vibrant environment for
pedestrians and shoppers.
The board initiated the development of a plan to set a
framework to establish which streetscape improvement
projects should be delivered in the area whilst ensuring
that improvements contribute to a wider vision for the
laneways and projects are delivered in a coordinated
way, as funds become available.  
The board approved the draft plan for public
consultation in March 2015 and $4m has been
allocated towards the delivery of improvement projects
over the next two years.

Newton and Eden Terrace Plan
Waitematā and Albert-Eden local boards endorsed the
planning process for the development of a local area-based plan for
Newton and Eden Terrace in June 2013.
The purpose of the Newton and Eden Terrace Plan is to provide a
framework to guide how the Newton and Eden Terrace area could
grow and change over the next 30 years.
In April 2014, the Waitematā and Albert-Eden local boards endorsed
the draft plan for community engagement, however, in August 2014
Auckland Transport announced that it will redevelop the existing Mt
Eden station instead of constructing a new station in Newton as part
of the City Rail Link project. As a result of this decision, the draft plan
had to be re-scoped, revised and consulted. The new draft of the plan
was endorsed by both Waitematā and Albert-Eden local boards for a
second round of community engagement In November 2014.
The plan process is currently on hold pending decisions on outcomes
regarding transport infrastructure in the area. Following these decisions,
which are likely to be released late 2015, a final document – responding
to the issues raised through the submission process - will be produced.
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Major Projects and Initiatives
The Waitematā Local Board worked collaboratively and with support from community groups, iwi and other
stakeholders to deliver and progress a wide range of projects and initiatives in 2014/15. This included, for
example, infrastructure upgrade projects, events and arts programmes, ecological programmes, urban planning
frameworks, and accessibility initiatives.

Myers Park Development

Concept design of the proposed upgrades to the Myers Park underpass.

The Myers Park Development Plan was adopted by the board in September 2012.  It established a set of
principles and design ideas for the park, recognising its importance as a “green lung” and open space for children
and local residents. The past year saw the completion of stage 1 of this project, improvements included: native
planting along the perimeter of the park, CCTV and lighting upgrades and the delivery of a state of the art
children playground. A blessing and formal opening of the new playground at Myers Park took place on 26
November 2014, nearly 100 years after the park was first opened.
The City Centre Advisory Board
approved a targeted rates
funding of $4.55M for stage II
of the Myers Park Development
Plan. Work has already
commenced on delivering
these elements which includes
improvements to:
• Queen Street corner Mayoral
Drive entrance
• Greys Avenue corner Mayoral
Drive entrance
• Mayoral Drive underpass
entrance into Myers Park
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Waitematā Local Board and guests, at the Myers Park centenary celebrations.
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• Stormwater detention area and stormwater detention wall adjacent the underpass
• Relocation of kindergarten carpark.
• Investigate restoration options for changing shed and caretaker’s cottage
• Design and consent for restoration of heritage building (to inform a business case, physical works are excluded)
• Splash play area, which is designed and fully consented.

POP Programme
The POP programme is a continuation of an initial pilot project that was delivered in 2013/14. The intent of the
programme is to present Waitematā in a new way, using creativity and innovation to connect people to places
and each other and to deliver on the Auckland Plans aim of integrating arts and culture into the everyday lives of
Aucklanders. The POP Programme was well covered in local media and was also featured on Campbell Live with
an interview with the Board Chair whilst playing POP Ping Pong.
POP elements included:
• Word POP: a series of posters featuring works of Auckland lyricist’s presented as site specific street posters in
the POP typeface.  
• Pop Foolery: White Face Crew popping up in various locations to create a series of theatre performances that
engage with an audience in various ways through a series of props and narratives.
• POP Plinths: an installation of a series of plinths that create living sculptures out of Auckland residents. Each
plinth has instructions prompting people to strike a pose, stand on one leg, and kiss in public. Images are
captured and shared online.
• POP Percussion: installation of multiple bike horns and bells on handrails around Auckland. Organised
performances with musicians as well as engagement from public.
• POP Ping Pong: installation of series of custom designed ping pong tables in different parts of the city.  

Weona-Westmere Coastal Walkway
The Weona-Westmere Coastal Walkway is part of the wider Waitematā Coastal Walkway project, which
stretches from Meola Reef in Westmere to Point Resolution Taurarua in Parnell, connecting up with the Hobson
Bay Walkway. The Weona – Westmere Coastal Walkway will create a pedestrian coastal route from Lemington
Reserve to Westmere Park Reserve.  This coastal walkway will form part of an integrated pedestrian and
cycleway network across the city that will enable people to interact more directly with their coastal environment
and heritage. Following the project being granted resource consent the focus has been on implementing the
conditions of the resource consent including site clearance, basic track formation and fencing in preparation of
laying the walkway structures in 2015/2016.  

Waitematā Local Board Achievements Report 1 July 2014 – 30 June 2015
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Ellen Melville Centre
The Waitematā local board is re-developing the Pioneer Women’s and Ellen Melville Hall into an integrated
inner-city community hub for locals and visitors to enjoy. The decision to update this facility was prompted by
research that the board commissioned in 2013, which concluded that due to a growing numbers of residents
in the city centre, many of whom are younger and ethnically diverse; there is an increased need for a vibrant
community hub that brings the community together. The Pioneer Women’s and Ellen Melville Hall was
considered an ideal site, however, it was in desperate need of upgrade.
The upgrade of this facility will be complemented in conjunction with the upgrade of adjacent Freyberg Square,
which will be funded by city centre targeted rates.  The upgrade of the square will improve connectivity and
activation between the two spaces.
During the past year, the board has advocated and successfully secured funding for the delivery of this project.
A design team has been engaged and construction is due to commence June 2016.  

Draft concept designs for the upgrades to Pioneer Women’s and Ellen Melville Hall.

Child-friendly Local Board
In January 2015 Waitematā Local Board was officially registered with UNICEF as the first local board to be
working towards ‘child friendly’ accreditation.  
Since then staff have worked on a number of ‘child friendly’ projects in Waitematā including:
• Running child friendly consultations simultaneously with the public consultations on: Dog Access Bylaw
review, Draft Grey Lynn Park Development Plan, Draft Point Resolution Taurarua Development Plan, and Draft
Newmarket Laneways Plan. During these consultations submission were received from children as young
as three.  
• Facilitating a fun children’s activity at the Myers Park Centennial Celebration.  Over 70 children took part in
the ‘Treasure Hunt’ to celebrate the new manhole covers.  
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• Working with expert child researchers from Massey University and the City Centre Design team to conduct a
child friendly examination of Freyberg Square to inform the design of the square.
• Supporting Parnell District School in becoming the first central school to sign up to the ‘Adopt a Park’. The
school have adopted Ayr Reserve.  Other schools are also taking up the challenge.

Waitematā children and youth providing feedback on
Freyberg Square as part of a wider public consultation.

Zoe Roche presenting Shale Chambers the Parnell
School group school team KM’s (Kids Matter) feedback
by over 200 local school children on the Newmarket
Laneways consultation.

Waitematā Youth Development
The local board recognises the need for Waitematā youth to actively participate in Waitematā‘s civic, cultural
and recreational life. Especially when young people under the age of 24 constitute one third of Waitematā’s
population according to Statistic New Zealand 2013 Census.
In order to understand youth needs and better involve youth in planning and decision making, Alex Johnston
was appointed as the Waitematā representative to the regional Youth Advisory Panel (YAP) replacing
Isabella Lenihan-lkin.

Waitematā Youth Collective.

Waitematā Local Board Achievements Report 1 July 2014 – 30 June 2015

17

Alex worked closely with Community Development to establish the ‘Waitematā Youth Collective’ (WYC). The
WYC aims to provide a representative voice on issues that matter to young people in Waitematā and facilitate
discussion and decision making with the broader youth population in the local board area.  
Since its establishment, the WYC have been involved in a number of events, activities and projects including:
volunteering at the dawn ceremony to commemorate the ANZAC Day Centenary, holding ‘pop up activations’
to encourage youth engagement with council and local board issues, and working on an app that aims to provide
an interactive platform to highlight a number of youth-friendly places/spaces and services available in the city. At
the local board’s recent Waitematā Good Citizen Awards event, two members from the WYC received awards for
their contribution to youth development, nominated by members of the community.

Symonds Street Cemetery
Restoration of Symonds Street Cemetery is a long-term initiative which the local board embarked on in 2011.  
The cemetery is the oldest in Auckland and is the final resting place of some of Auckland’s European settlers,
including Captain William Hobson. During the past year, work undertaken at the cemetery includes: repair
of vandalised and damaged monuments, removal of graffiti vandalism at the Jewish cemetery, vegetation
management, and path renewals.  In addition to this, work has commenced on developing a wayfinding plan for
the cemetery which takes into account the unique heritage of the cemetery.  

Fukuoka Friendship Garden
The Fukuoka Friendship Garden
was established in 1989 as a gift
to Auckland City Council from the
city of Fukuoka Japan in recognition
of their sister city relationship.
This traditional Japanese garden
was constructed in the grounds of
Auckland Zoo, however, through a
Zoo master planning process the
site of the garden was identified
for improved circulation routes
and to accommodate threatened
species and as a result the garden
was dismantled and stored in
December 2013.

Waitematā local board, Fukuoka Friendship Garden Advisory Group and Mayor
Len Brown with visitors from Fukuoka City at the blessing of the new Western
Springs location for the garden.

Western Springs Lakeside Park was selected as an alternative site for the re-establishment of the garden.
Landscape designers from Auckland Council and Fukuoka City prepared the concept designs for the new garden
and in May 2015, the board endorsed the concept design recommended by the Fukuoka Friendship Garden
Advisory Group for the re-establishment of the Fukuoka Friendship Garden as a traditional Japanese Garden.
Local board members Vernon Tava and Deborah Yates are both members of the advisory group. The project is
currently in the developed design stage.  Construction will commence early in 2016, and will be opened to the
public in August.

Community Development
The Waitematā local board believes communities thrive when they are actively involved in shaping their
neighbourhood and contributing to local decision-making. To achieve a more empowered community, there is
a need to build community capacity, leadership and skills. Over the past year, the Board supported a number of
community development initiatives including:
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• An Inner City Network that provides an opportunity
to share community updates and to engage in
discussion on topics relevant to the city centre.
Since its establishment, the network has grown
nearly 200 members with approximately 50 people
attending each monthly meeting.
• Community gardens: Community gardens are a
great way for neighbours to get to know each
other and work together.  The board supported
the development of a community gardens small
grants programme, which saw funding directed
towards three existing gardens this year (Grafton
Community Garden, Wilton Picnic Patch, and
Freemans Bay Community Garden) and two new
community gardens (Francis Reserve Community
Te Māra, Saint Columba Community Gardens in Grey Lynn.
Garden and Te Māra Saint Colombia Community
Gardens).  Amongst other things the funding was
utilised to source resources to support the gardens over the autumn and winter months.
• Activation of Pioneer Women’s and Ellen Melville Hall: to activate this inner city facility as a community hub,
the board funded a celebration of Neighbours Day with a number of activities including a free BBQ, live music,
and children activities at the Hall and the adjacent Freyberg Square to encourage interest and awareness of
the space.

Accessibility
The board believes that everyone has the right to participate in community life. In 2012 the board developed an
accessibility plan which continues to provide the basis for ‘accessible’ projects. Some of the events and activities
from past year where efforts have been made to ensure accessibility include:

A page from The Cube 2015 Re-Imagine project calander.

Sign language interpretertation during The Bugman
show at the Parnell Festival of Roses 2014.

• Parnell Festival of Roses: This event remains an important event for Parnell and the wider Auckland
community. Last year’s festival was held on 15 and 16 November 2014 and included accessible activities such
as an audio described walk and a rose-potting workshop for blind and vision impaired visitors as well as large
print, transport option information and more.
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• Child Friendly City: The board funded the following
three ‘accessible’ activities around the principle of
the first Child Friendly City:
• A networking meeting of organisations working
with children and young people with disability.  
• Supported Be. Accessible to work with the
St.David’s Church ANZAC commemorations
to provide accessible information including
New Zealand Sign Language videos and audio
description of art work
• Supported the Cube with their Youth Week
project. The project aimed to empower
young people with disabilities and build
their confidence by representing them in
the style of iconic album covers, movie
posters, inspirational people, works of art and
photography.

Playground Renewals
The local board recognises that in an intensifying city
the provision of high quality urban parks and play
spaces is hugely important. Hence, when playgrounds
are scheduled for renewal, rather than renewing
them like-for-like, wherever possible, they provided
additional funding to top-up the renewal budget. This
enabled the design to respond to residents’ feedback
and create high quality playgrounds with locally led
landscaping enhancements. During the past year, the
board has completed detailed design of the following
local playgrounds: Costley Reserve, Tole Reserve and
Salisbury Reserve playgrounds. Construction on all
three playgrounds commenced during 2015 with
Costley Reserve playground officially opening in June
2015. The new play equipment provides a greater
number of play experiences for a wider age group as
well as safer, sunnier and enhanced surrounds.
Salisbury Reserve playground is due to be completed
September 2015.

Myers Park, Tole Reserve and Costley Reserve playground
re-openings.
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Seismic Exemplar Guidebook
Waitematā is home to many of
Auckland’s historical buildings. Although
Auckland has a low likelihood of a
damaging earthquake, the area is home
to a critical mass of heritage building
that fall short of seismic performance
standards and are therefore considered
earthquake prone. The process of fixing
these buildings can be confusing and
costly which causes some owners to
consider demolition. To prevent seismic
strengthening work adversely affecting
the intrinsic value of a building or
cause the unnecessary loss of heritage through demolitions, the board drafted a guidebook as a tool to guide
building owners, tenants and building managers. The guidebook outlines the requirements and process for
seismic strengthening and illustrates techniques that respect and protect heritage. It also provides a high level
overview of the earthquake assessment process, an understanding of the common earthquake vulnerabilities of
historical buildings, the retrofit process and an outline of the potential costs associated with these processes. The
guidebook is due to be published by October 2015.

The Boroughs
The Boroughs basketball project is a Spark initiative in partnership with Auckland Council. In 2014 Spark
approached Auckland Council with a proposal to develop five high technology outdoor basketball courts across
Auckland as part of a project named ‘The Boroughs’. The Boroughs concept aims to build upon the outdoor
basketball court infrastructure that is currently provided by Auckland Council.  It involves development (or
redevelopment) of five outdoor courts in parks around Auckland (North, South, East, West and Central). This
includes surface installation or repairs, backboards, hoops, possibly seating and world class technology, which will
be free at each court. Within the Waitematā local board area, Spark will develop the Central court at Victoria
Park.  This will enhance the existing youth area consisting of a half court and destination skate park. The facility
will act as a hub for local activity and in particular have a focus on youth participation in sport and recreation.
While the project is funded by Spark, the board has contributed additional funds to cover the relocation of
the carpark access road and additional peripheral amenity benefits. The project is due for completion by the
end of 2015.

Drinking Fountains
The drinking fountains project commenced in 2011 with the aim of installing water fountains in parks and open
spaces, to reduce waste from plastic drink bottles and provide better amenities to the community. This is part of
the Waitematā local board commitment to waste minimisation and the provision of high quality local amenities.
To-date, water fountains in the following areas have been installed:
• Auckland Domain

• Old Mill Road Reserve

• Cox’s Bay Reserve

• Sentinel Beach Reserve

• Bayfield Park

• Herne Bay Reserve

• Tole Reserve

• Lemington Reserve

• Arch Hill Scenic Reserve

• Basque Park Reserve

• Vermont Park

• Grey Lynn Park (Dryden Street)

• Francis Street Reserve

• Jagger Bush Reserve.
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In addition, through Auckland Transport the board delivered additional water fountains as part of the Upper
Queen Street Bridge Cycleway and the Carton Gore Cycleway projects. A drinking fountain is also being
incorporated into the Nelson Street Cycleway project.

Ecological Restoration
The board continued its funding of a number of long-term ecological restoration initiatives within the Waitematā
area. Activities involve removal of invasive weed species, planting native species, as well as co-ordination of
volunteer planting days which support community ownership of the work. The purpose of this programme is
to return significant areas of bush to weed free native forest. During the past year, work was undertaken at the
following sites: Alberon Reserve, Arch Hill Scenic Reserve, Cox’s Bay Reserve, Lemington Reserve, Meola Reef
Reserve, and Wellpark Reserve. These sites are now starting to show good results.
Healthy urban bush encourages the return of the bird life, as well as increasing biodiversity of the urban
ecosystem. These projects contribute to a vision of a city where regenerated urban bush links up via a network of
green spaces, enabling visitors and residents to interact with and be part of a living city.  

Waipapa Stream Restoration
This is the third year of a 10 year restoration plan for the Waipapa stream, which was drafted in 2012 to guide
future restoration work. It focuses on undertaking extensive restoration work to control invasive weeds by
replacing them with native plant species, and removing rubbish and debris.  This project has been supported by
community volunteers who have undertaken plantings, clean ups and hosted community days.
The work done on previous seasons has started to strengthen the bank to prevent further soil erosion.  
Last year’s restoration efforts, funded by the board, included, a community planting day supported by Parnell
Heritage and Parnell Community Committee. To-date, 80% of the area has been re-planted.

Members of the community get behind the Waipapa Stream restoration project.
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Local Implementation Projects
In addition to delivering projects and initiatives outlined in the Local Board Agreement 2014/15 the board funded
a number of projects through the Local Improvement Projects (LIPs) fund. Though some of these projects are
relatively small, they have significant environmental and social benefits for the community. Activities include:
• Installation of a double
set of automated doors
at Grey Lynn Community
Centre. Grey Lynn
Community Centre has
over 1000 visitors each
week.  The old manual
door system prohibited
people from entering
easily, especially for those
with disabilities, parents
with prams and those
who bring materials for
activities.
• Installation of Twist &
Thief a two piece, childfriendly sculpture, by
well-known artist and
designer, Misery, (Tanja
Thompson) are installed
at Beresford Square and
on Karangahape Road.  

The offical unveiling of Twist & Theif by popular local artist, Misery (Tanja Thompson,
third right).

• Funding Parnell Heritage to produce the book, Parnell Baths: a jewel in Auckland’s crown, documenting the rich
history of the Parnell Baths to mark its 100th anniversary.  
• Extension and upgrade of the Victoria Park premier cricket pitch. This is an extension to the existing cricket
pitch to allow a rest week to be implemented to increase performance and longevity for pitches at the park.
• Temporary parking improvements at Seddon Fields carpark, to enhance pedestrian links from overflow parking.
• Completion of St Mary’s Bay connection path from the end of St Mary’s Road to a walkway running parallel
with the motorway.  This allows pedestrian access from the parking area to the main footpath through what is
otherwise a boggy turf area.
• Installation of a double gate and signage at Pt Erin Reserve to address overnight parking issues.
• Work with local business to provide additional skating equipment at Victoria Park stake park due to high
demand from the skating community.
• Replacement of old fire-run BBQs at Cox’s Bay, with two electric BBQs.  
• Preparation of a report outlining Symonds Street Cemetery pre-colonial history.
• Removal of rubbish from an historic rubbish / fly tipping and replant site within the Arch Hill Scenic Reserve.
• Contract of Clove Kinlock to prepare condition survey for 3 Ponsonby Road, including compliance issues.
• Placement of a bench seat adjacent to stream at Seddon Fields, this will allow the public to enjoy the stream
riparian restoration.
• Completion of heritage assessment of the Alberon Park anchor, to inform the restoration and relocation of this
popular element of the park.  
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• Funding contribution to Myers Park centennial event which took place on 15 February 2015.
• Funding contribution to Parnell Pools and Tepid Baths centenary community events. Funds used to cover
advertising, marketing collateral and logistics.
• Installation of murals at Newmarket and Parnell by Whitecliffe College students. This project aims to showcase
the work of emerging artists, give them exposure, build their profile and help them gain recognition.
• Delivery of a public consultation for Point Resolution Taurarua Development Plan and completion of the
development plan following consultation.    
• Delivery of a public consultation for Grey Lynn Park Development Plan including preparation of
consultation collateral.
• Archaeological survey and field assessment of Western Springs accessibility and ecological restoration.
• Installation of appropriate seat bases to all seats in grassed areas at Aotea Square to improve the effects of
heavy wear of grass.
• Funding contribution to top up planned renewal of playground and widening of existing path at
Salisbury Reserve.
• Funding contribution to top up planned renewal of playground and surrounding area at Costley Reserve.
• Funding contribution to top up planned renewal at Cox’s Bay Reserve and cover widening of the replacement
path to 2.5m.
• Delivery of a public consultation for Western Park Development Plan and completion of the development plan
following the consultation.     
• Installation of stormwater manhole covers at Myers Park and Albert Park.
• Printing and installation of additional smoke-free signage at 17 high priority sites around Waitematā.
• Installation of interpretative signage at Highwic House Garden.  

Local Input into Regional Policies
The board is committed to being a strong local voice and advocating on behalf of communities to the wider
council.  One way the board does this, is through providing measured feedback on a wide range of regional draft
policies and plans. Over the past year the board provided formal feedback on the following:
• Auckland Transport’s Notice of Requirement for the St Lukes Interchange (July 2014)
• Auckland Transport’s Draft Parking Discussion Document (August 2014)
• Draft Auckland Council Local Alcohol Policy (August 2014)
• Review of Alcohol Control Bylaws (September 2014)
• Draft Allocation of Decision Making Review
(September 2014)
• Draft Arts and Culture Strategic Action Plan
(October 2014)
• Long Term Plan 2015-2025 Feedback on Mayoral
Proposal (October 2014)
• Draft Psychoactive Substances – Locally Approved
Products Policy (October 2014).
• Draft Community Grants Policy (October 2014)
• Interim Open Space Provision Guidelines
(December 2014)

24

Manhole covers designed for Myers Park.
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• Draft Community Facilities Network Plan (February 2015)
• Draft Local Approved Product Policy (February 2015)
• Draft Regional Land Transport Programme (April 2015)
• Review of Business Improvement Districts Service Delivery Model (May 2015)
• Auckland Transport’s proposed variation to the Auckland Regional Public Transport Plan (June 2015).

Board Representation on behalf of Community Groups
The board regularly advocates on behalf of Waitematā residents and community groups, and stands as a
community witness at various hearing panels, for examples:   
• Chair Shale Chambers and Deputy Chair Pippa Coom – on behalf of the board and the Waitematā community
- presented a Notice of Requirement to the Independent Hearing Panel on the proposal to remove six mature
pohutukawa trees at 820 Great North Road for a road widening project. Chair Shale Chambers also presented
on the same issue to the Auckland Transport Board. The final decision went against officer advice as the board
voted unanimously to decline the proposal and return the project to the planning stage with the specific
requirement that the trees be saved.
• Chair Shale Chambers advocated on behalf of Grey Lynn and Westmere Residents’ Society Incorporated
against a resource consent application by Oddfellows Holdings Limited,  to convert existing retail at 311
Richmond Road to a full kitchen with licensed café – the outcome of this application is yet to be determined.
• Member Vernon Tava advocated on behalf of Parnell residents against an alcohol licence application by Parnell
Liquor proposing to trade as a bottle shop at 486B Parnell Road. As a result of this advocacy, the application
was successfully declined.

Photo credit: Patrick Reynolds
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Local Events
Waitematā is the main events and entertainment centre for Auckland. In the past year the board delivered and
supported a number of important community events:

Board delivered events
• The Parnell Festival of the Roses (15-16 November 2014)
• Myers Park Centennial Event (15 February 2015)
• Waitematā Good Citizens’ Awards (17 June 2015)

Members of Zero Generation receiving a Community Group Award - Outstanding Contribution - at the Waitematā Good
Citizen Awards 2015.

Board supported events
• Festival Italiano (Newmarket 28 September 2014)
• Art Week Auckland (10-19 October 2014)
• Art in the Dark (Western Park 13-16 November 2014)
• Grey Lynn Park Festival (28 November 2014)
• Franklin Road Christmas Lights Opening Night (1 December 2014)
• Wither Hills West End Cup (4-7 December 2014)
• Buskers Festival (23-26 January 2015)
• Auckland Fringe Festival (11 February 2015)
• Movies in the Park (The Book Thief at Grey Lynn Park, 5 March 2015).
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In order to give more funding security to the large events that the board supports, the board has developed three
year agreements with Grey Lynn Park Festival, Art in the Dark, Art Week and Festival Italiano. This will ensure
that the event organisers are able to plan their activities much better going forward.
Representatives from the board have attended all the major events that have been held in the Waitematā area
including Pasifika Festival, Diwali, the Pride Parade, and the Lantern Festival.

Local board members with Councillor Mike Lee, at the
turning on of Franklin Lights.

Crowds filling the streets at Newmarket’s Festival Italiano.

Major Openings, Ceremonies and Celebrations
Waitematā is the region’s premier economic, cultural and historical centre. During the past year, the board has
had the honour of overseeing the completion of a number of its own projects as well as those completed by the
council family which are indicative of ongoing improvements and success for the area.

Celebrating significant milestones and celebrations
• Myers Park sod turning ceremony was held 14 July, 2014. Chair Shale Chambers spoke at the event.
• A blessing and formal opening of the new playground at Myers Park took place 26 November 2014, nearly 100
years after the park was first opened. Chair Shale Chambers spoke at the event.
• Parnell Bath Centenary celebration was held 5 December, 2015. Chair Shale Chambers spoke at the event.
• Tepid Bath Centenary celebration was held 12 December, 2015. Chair Shale Chambers spoke at the event.
• On 12 February 2015, the board celebrated the launch of Twist & Thief - two sculptures by well-known
artist and designer Misery (Tanja Thompson). These artworks are installed in Beresford Square and in
Karangahape Road.  
• The formal opening of the newly-renovated Costley Reserve playground was held 27 June 2015, with a small
ceremony attended by local residents.
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A street performer entertains the crowds at the Myers Park
Centenary Celebrations.

Students from Parnell Primary present to Rob McGee, Parks,
Sports and Recreation, Shale Chambers and Councilor
Mike Lee, their interpretation of the James Turkington
mosaic, in celebration of Parnell Baths reaching 100 years.

Other openings, ceremonies and celebrations
• The opening of the newly upgraded Khartoum Place
took place 10 September 2014.Deputy Chair Pippa
Coom spoke at the event
• The re-opening of the upgraded O’Connel Street
took place September 2014. Chair Shale Chambers
spoke at the event.
• Opening of Festival Italiano at Osborne Street
Newmarket on 28 September 2014. Chair Shale
Chambers spoke at the event.
• Opening of Federal Street shared space was held 7
November, 2014. Council partnered with Skycity to
deliver this event. Chair Shale Chambers spoke at
the event.
• Turning on Franklin Road Christmas Lights was held
1 December 2015. Chair Shale Chambers spoke at
the event.
• Auckland Anniversary Weekend 175th celebrations
opening was held 23 January 2015 at Shed 10. Chair
Shale Chambers spoke at the event.
• Grey Lynn RSC Mural Blessing was held 28 February
2015. Chair Shale Chambers spoke at the event.
• Launch of Parnell Baths: A Jewel in Auckland’s
Crown book was held 4 June 2015 with a function
at Jubliee Hall.
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Shale Champers speaking at the unveiling of the Grey Lynn
RSC mural.
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Transport Advocacy
The Waitematā Local Board supports the aim of a congestion free transport network, which makes a positive
contribution to healthy lifestyles in Waitematā. Working closely with Auckland Transport, the board ensures
that there is a voice for community transport initiatives that support walking, cycling and public transport use,
improved safety and a reduction in congestion and carbon emissions. The board took a number of advocacy
positions in relation to transport over the past year and has achieved the following:
• The board has long advocated to Auckland Transport (AT) to undertake the planned upgrade of Franklin Road
including road resurfacing, footpath upgrade, pedestrian crossings and more. AT has now confirmed a budget
for the upgrade and commenced community consultation on design options.
• Cycling in Auckland is considered a key contributor to improving travel options and increasing reliability across
the transport network.  The board has continued to advocate strongly for a transport network which prioritises
walking and cycling infrastructure and programmes. A city centre network package valued at $20.33m was
announced in June and will be undertaken over the next three years.  Construction is anticipated to begin
in late 2015.  This will include key connections, including Karangahape Road and Upper Queen Street, Quay
Street and the Waterfront and a number of east-west connections. In addition, Auckland Transport also:  
• completed Carlton Gore Cycleway
• completed Upper Queen Street bridge connection to Grafton Gully
• completed Beach Road walking and Cycleway stage one
• progressed the Nelson Street Cycleway project phase one.  
• The board was instrumental in preserving the budget for Beach Road stage 2 funded from general city centre
targeted rate.
• The board continues to advocate to AT to undertake route optimisation to improve pedestrians’ movement
in the city centre. During the past year, AT has undertaken several minor projects including the introduction
of the bus lanes on Fanshawe/Sturdee/Nelson intersection. The remaining City Centre Routes Optimisation
projects due for delivery by the end of 2015 include:
• Kitchener Street/Bowen Avenue: Construction early June.
• Symonds Street/Wakefield Street intersection: Construction early June.
• Symonds Street/Grafton Road/Alfred Street: In the resource consent process. Planning to implement in
September.
• Symonds Street/Wellesley Street: In consultation with local residents and businesses to finalise some key
design issues. Planning to implement in September.
• Vincent Street/Mayoral Drive intersection: Construction early June.2015
• Grafton Road and Stanley Street: At concept design, planning to implement in September 2015.
• The board continues to challenge AT to consider every renewal or maintenance project so that the transport
budget can be maximised and all transport modes provided for. An example of this is when Ponsonby Road
was scheduled for resurfacing on a like-for-like basis. Following advocacy by the board and input from
stakeholders, AT agreed to make minor but critical safety improvements when the surface is re-marked.  
• The board continued to advocate to AT to deliver residential parking zone schemes in central suburbs to
manage commuter parking. In April 2015, the AT Board approved the Auckland Transport Parking Strategy,
which contains a policy for addressing parking issues in residential streets.  In addition, AT has commenced the
process to adopt the St Mary’s Bay Residential Parking Zone on a permanent basis and is working to extend
the scheme to Freeman’s Bay, Ponsonby, Grey Lynn, Parnell and Grafton.
• The board played a strong advocacy role for the construction of Parnell train station. AT commenced
construction of the platforms in April and the train station is due for completion by April 2016.
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• Greenways: in October 2014 the board approved a
budget of $350,000 from the AT capex budget, for
the Waitematā Greenways Project route through
Grey Lynn Park.
• Grafton Gully Cycleway: Auckland’s biggest cycle
infrastructure project opened on 6 September 2014.  
It links the North West cycleway via upper Queens
Street to Quay Street via new separated cycle lanes
on Beach Road

Chair Shale Chambers, Vernon Tava, Christopher Dempsey,
Mayor Len Brown and Deputy Chair Pippa Coom at the
opening of the Grafton Gully Cyleway.

Community Grants and Funding
The board set aside $100,000 for the year, 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015, for the funding of community groups,
clubs and organisations whose work or programmes and initiatives serve the Waitematā community. During the
last year grants were provided to the following community groups and organisations:
• Coastguard Boating Education

• Lifewise (legal name The Lifewise Trust)

• Association of Handcraft Printers (NZ) Inc.

• The Black Grace Trust

• Auckland City Mission

• Parnell Heritage

• Ensemble Polymnia

• Splice (legal name, Methodist Mission Northern)

• New Zealand Blue Light Ventures Inc.

• Connected Media Charitable Trust

• Saint Columba Anglican Church

• Auckland Women’s Centre

• Heritage Roses, Auckland

• The Parenting Place – Attitude Youth Division

• Parnell Community Committee Inc

• Kelmarna Gardens Trust Board

• Chinese New Settlers Services Trust

• The People of Auckland Community Trust

• Grandparents Raising Grandchildren (GRG) Trust NZ

• Alternative Bindings

• Migrant Action Trust

• Auckland Badminton Association

• Recreate NZ

• The Documentary New Zealand Trust

• Auckland Kids Achievement Trust

• New Zealand Dance Advancement Trust

• Auckland Regional Migrant Services Charitable Trust

• Tumeke Cycle Space Inc

• The Karangahape Road Business Association

• Urban Pantry Charitable Trust

• Auckland Sexual Abuse HELP Foundation
Charitable Trust

• Japanese Society of Auckland
• Crackerjack Promotions Ltd

• Grafton Residents Association
• Freemans Bay Residents Association
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Looking Ahead
To keep rates affordable, it is important to plan sensibly for the future.
The board’s priorities for coming year are to continue to focus on preserving character areas, protecting heritage,
advocating for transport improvements and looking after the environment. In 2015/16 and with support from the
Waitematā communities the board will continue with some of the good work that has been started in the past
few years, including continuing the development of the Weona-Westmere Coastal Walkway, Waipapa Stream
and Western Springs native bush restorations, and the redevelopment of the Pioneer Women’s and Ellen Melville
Hall as a city centre community hub. The board will continue to support community, arts, sporting groups and
local events through grants and partnerships.
In addition, there are some new and exciting initiatives planned for 2015/16, including streetscape improvements
in the historic laneways of Newmarket, re-establishment of the Fukuoka Japanese Garden at Western Springs
Lakeside and delivering recreational programmes to activate public spaces and encourage children and young
people to be active. The implementation of the Waitematā Low Carbon Plan will commence.
The Waitematā Local Board believes in the need for an outstanding public transport system and the importance
of a people-focused city centre that is easy and safe to walk and cycle around. It will continue to for the
delivery of initiatives that improve pedestrian and cyclists safety, and seek a regional budget to enable the
implementation of local boards Greenway Plans across Auckland.
The people of Waitematā can be confident that the initiatives planned and advocated for in 2015/2016 by the
local board will contribute to a better, more people friendly and liveable Auckland.

The Waitematā Local Board and recipients of Good Citizen Awards 2015.
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