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1.1 Purpose of the document
1.1.1  Purpose

This document defines the long-term ‘Greenways Plan’ (often termed
‘Greenways network’) for the Waitemata Local Board area. This is a visionary
and guiding document intended for use by elected members, Council and
CCO officers, community and volunteer groups, private developers and other
interested parties.

1.1.2  Visionary document

Greenways plans similar to this have been developed throughout the world,
with Portland, Oregon being one of the most successful. More recently,
London developed a Greenways strategy, which was partially implemented in
time for the 2012 Olympic Games. Auckland’s Greenways plans are a series
of linked, visionary plans being driven from the ‘ground up’ by Local Boards
with the long-term aim of greatly improving walking, cycling and ecological
connections across the region.

1.1.3  Guiding document

Following from the Greenways plans, Council’'s Community and Cultural Policy
unit will develop Open Space Network Plans for each of the Board areas. Each
Greenways plan will ultimately become one ‘chapter’ of the Open Space
Network Plans. The network plans will sit under the Open Space Strategy,
providing high level direction for improvements to the open space network,
specific to each Board area.
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1.2  Strategic fit
1.2.1  Links to the Auckland Plan

The Auckland Plan sets Council's long-term strategic direction, and sets out
a vision to create the world’s most liveable city. It provides an opportunity
for integrated planning to significantly improve transport, environmental
protection, land uses, housing growth and economic development, with the
benefits of one authority responsible for all coordination.

The Waitemata Greenways Plan implements priorities and directives in a
number of chapters in the Auckland Plan, including:

Chapter 5: Auckland’s Recreation & Sport

Priority 1: Encourage all Aucklanders, particularly children and
young people to participate in recreation and sport

Chapter 7: Auckland’s Environment

Priority 1: Value our natural heritage
Priority 2: Sustainably manage natural resources
Priority 3: Treasure our coastlines, harbours, islands and marine

areas

Chapter 12: Auckland’s Physical & Social Infrastructure
Priority 2: Protect, enable, align, integrate and provide social and
community infrastructure for present and future
generations.

Directive 12.8: Maintain and extend the public open space
network, sporting facilities, swimming pools, walkways
and trails and recreational boating facilities in line
with growth needs.

Chapter 13: Auckland’s Transport
Priority 3: Prioritise and optimise investment across transport
modes.

1.2.2  Links to other initiatives

In developing this Greenways plan, a number of related Council and non-
Council initiatives have been investigated and - where possible - included in
the network:

former ‘Auckland City Council’ plans and initiatives such as ‘Auckland City
Heritage Walks - Auckland’s Original Foreshore’;

Auckland Council documents such as the ‘City Centre Master Plan’ (CCMP)
Waterfront Auckland’s ‘Waterfront Plan’;

New Zealand Transport Authority (NZTA) proposals such as the Grafton
Gully Cycleway;

local stormwater improvement/stream restoration projects as identified in
various local Stormwater Catchment Management Plans and by Watercare
or the former Auckland Regional Council (ARC);

the Auckland Cycleway Network (ACN), prepared by Auckland Transport
(AT);

the National Walkway (Te Araroa) and cycleway routes, as well as the
‘Coast to Coast Walkway’;

individual reserve management plans;

walking school bus routes (supplied by participating schools); and
initiatives proposed by the ‘Greenways Project’ community group.









1.3.4  What the greenways might look like

The appearance of the network will vary dependent on its location, for
instance, a connection that runs through parkland may look and function
quite differently to a connection adjacent to a road or in a built-up urban
environment. The adjacent images show what the network could look like in a
variety of settings, including:

+parks and reserves and connecting to bush tracks

+ coastal areas or alongside streams / estuaries

+ adjacent industrial land or residential properties

+ connecting to busy urban town centres and/or the ACN’s ‘cycle highways’
or ‘connectors’

+ adjacent to a minor road and/or the ACN's ‘feeder’ routes

The surface treatment will vary depending on site specific aspects such as the
location of the path, slope gradient and the existing character of an area.

The illustrations on pages 10-11 show a range of potential retrofits which could
be carried out to create the ‘on road’ portions of the greenways network.

Legend:

Figure 3-6 Twins Streams Walk / Cycleway, West Auckland

Figure 7 Western Springs, Auckland.

Figure 8  Road and walk / cycleway junction at the Twin
Streams Walk / Cycleway, West Auckland.

Figure 9  Cyclelanes, Sydney, Australia.

Figure 10 On road cycling on a minor road, Sydney, Australia.

Figure 11 Cyclelanes in the city of Vancouver, Canada. 3 4 5 6

Figure 12 Raingarden alongside road network, Gardner
Reserve, New Lynn.

Figure 13 Textured surface at intersections to slow cyclists,

Twin Streams, West Auckland. 7 8 9 10
Figure 13 Permeable paving on Twin Streams Walk / Cycleway,

West Auckland.
Figure 15 On-road cycling, local street, Vancouver, Canada.
Figure 16 Swales alongside road network, Totara Avenue, New 11 12 13 14

Lynn, West Auckland.
Figure 17 Wetland Swale information board, Botanical

Gardens, Manurewa.
Figure 18 Visualisation of Nelson Street redundant SH1 off- 15 16 17

ramp, featured in the CCMP.
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