
AUCKLAND’S HERITAGE COUNTS 2025
Launched in 2018, Auckland’s Heritage Counts was the first initiative in New Zealand to systematically gather data and research on 
the public value of heritage. Since its inception, a new report has been published each year.

The aim of Auckland’s Heritage Counts is to showcase the extent and variety of Auckland’s heritage as well as the social, economic 
and environmental benefits Aucklanders gain from engagement with Auckland’s heritage places. This is the poster edition of 2025’s  
Auckland’s Heritage Counts. You can find the report here. 

2,446 historic heritage places

and 22 areas are protected in the 
Auckland Unitary Plan and the 
Hauraki Gulf Islands District Plan.

Auckland has 1.37 protected heritage 
places per 1000 people. Auckland has 
0.5 protected heritage places per square 
kilometre.

4 out of 5 
Aucklanders live within  

1 km of a protected  
heritage place.

112 sites and places 
of significance to mana 
whenua protected in the 
Auckland Unitary Plan.

9 Māori heritage sites are 
protected in the Hauraki 
Gulf Islands District Plan.

There were 21,856 visits to 
the Auckland Heritage website 
in 2024-25, this has more than 
doubled since 2016-17.

Between 2015 and 2025, there were over  
4 million visits to heritage community centres 
and venues managed by Auckland Council.

1,808 people have signed up to 
the quarterly Auckland Council  
Te Kāhu Heritage Newsletter.  
This is an increase of 12% since 2017.

2,175 people follow  
Auckland Heritage Instagram. This is 
an increase of 263% since 2018.

The annual 
Auckland  
Heritage Festival

had 125 events in 2022,

attracting 23,655 people.

7,167 people follow the  
Auckland Heritage Facebook page. 
This is an increase of 99% since 2018.

There are at least 60  
heritage trails in Auckland, 
showcasing our local heritage.

Between 2015 and 2025, Auckland 
Council local board grants funded 179 
heritage projects (totaling $720,300), 
while regional grants funded 175 
projects ($1,886,400). 

During the same time period, 
Foundation North funded 76 projects 
($3,703,300) and Lotteries Grants 
funded 55 projects ($12,767,300).

In 2024-25, 8% of those who booked Auckland 
Council community centres and venues 
chose the venue specifically for its “heritage / 
historical value”.

Thousands visit Auckland 
heritage attractions each 
year. In 2024-25, there were 
770,987 visits to Auckland 
Museum (-20%*), 278,628 

visits to MOTAT (+12%*), 155,778 visits 
Pah Homestead Art House Trust 
(+76%*), 86,949 visits to Glenbrook 
Vintage Railway, 31,573 visits to 
Howick Historical Village (-3%*), 
7,033 visits to Alberton House (+13%*), 
2,892 visits to Couldrey House (+4%*) 
and 2,734 visits to Mansion House at 
Kawau Island (-31%*).

*Percentage change since last year.

Nearly 4,200 Aucklanders are a member of 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga.

¹ This includes protected heritage places in both the Auckland 	
   Unitary Plan and the Hauraki Gulf Islands District Plan.

There are at least 95  
heritage societies in Auckland.

99.7% of all 
resource consents 

related to historic heritage 
were granted between 2016 
and 2025. Applicants are 
encouraged to seek free 
advice from the Auckland 
Council Heritage Unit early 
in the process, and often 
proposals are modified after 
lodgement to ensure that 
positive heritage outcomes 
are achieved through the 
resource consent process.

See other editions and research on Auckland’s heritage here.

Civic/
institutional

Other (including industrial 
and military places) 

Other structures (e.g. 
memorials, dams, walls, etc.) 

Residential

Commercial European-origin 
archaeology

Māori-origin 
archaeology

Churches and other 
religious buildings 

There are 

1.37
protected heritage places  

per 1000 people  
in Auckland

There are 

0.5
protected heritage places  

per square kilometre  
in Auckland

29%

27%10%

10%

7%

6%
5%

6%

Types of
heritage places

currently
protected¹

Auckland’s Heritage Counts 2025
© 2025 Auckland Council, New Zealand
Heritage Unit, Planning and Resource Consents Department,
Auckland Council
Dr David Bade, Specialist – Heritage.
November 2025

https://new.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/en/arts-culture-heritage/heritage/aucklands-heritage-counts-programme.html
https://unitaryplan.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/Images/Auckland Unitary Plan Operative/Chapter L Schedules/Schedule 14.1 Schedule of Historic Heritage.pdf
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/hgi-district-plan/Pages/hgi-district-plan-heritage-appendices.aspx
https://unitaryplan.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/Images/Auckland Unitary Plan Operative/Chapter L Schedules/Schedule 12 Sites and Places of Significance to Mana Whenua Schedule.pdf
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/hgi-district-plan/Heritage%20Appendices/hgi-appendix-01f.pdf
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/hgi-district-plan/Heritage%20Appendices/hgi-appendix-01f.pdf
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/arts-culture-heritage/heritage/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/arts-culture-heritage/heritage/Pages/te-kahu-focus-heritage-newsletter.aspx
https://www.instagram.com/aklheritage/
http://www.heritagefestival.co.nz/
http://www.heritagefestival.co.nz/
http://www.heritagefestival.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/aklheritage/
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/arts-culture-heritage/heritage-walks-places/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/
https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/
https://www.motat.nz/
https://www.aucklandartgallery.com/page/pah-homestead
https://www.gvr.org.nz
https://www.gvr.org.nz
https://www.historicalvillage.org.nz/
https://visitheritage.co.nz/visit/auckland/alberton/
https://couldreyhouse.org.nz/historic/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/auckland/places/kawau-island-historic-reserve/mansion-house/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/auckland/places/kawau-island-historic-reserve/mansion-house/
https://www.heritage.org.nz/
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/arts-culture-heritage/heritage/Pages/aucklands-heritage-counts-programme.aspx

