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1  INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Report Purpose 

NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi (NZTA) is submitting a Notice of Requirement (NOR) to designate land 

in the existing State Highway 16 (SH16) corridor under the provisions of the Resource Management Act 

1991 (RMA). The purpose of the proposed designation is to construct, operate, maintain, and improve a 

state highway, cycleway and/or shared path, and associated infrastructure. 

This Assessment of Effects on the Environment (AEE) report has been prepared in support of the NOR, in 

accordance with Section 168 of the RMA.   

The separate NOR document has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of Form 18 of the 

Resource Management (Forms, Fees, and Procedure) Regulations 2003. The extent of the land required 

to be designated is depicted in the ‘Designation Plans’ (reference: GIS-3814891-4) that accompany the 

NOR (Designation Plans). 

1.2 NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi  

NZTA is a Crown entity with its functions, powers and responsibilities set out in the Land Transport 

Management Act 2003 (LTMA) and the Government Roading Powers Act 1989. The primary objective of 

NZTA under Section 94 of the LTMA is to contribute to an effective, efficient, and safe land transport 

system in the public interest. 

Its core functions can be summarised as: 

• investing in land transport activities; 

• managing the State Highway network; and 

• providing access to and regulation for land transport. 

Section 96(1)(a) of the LTMA requires that NZTA exhibits a sense of social and environmental 

responsibility when undertaking its work. This statutory requirement is reflected in a raft of strategic and 

policy documents. One of the core position statements is that NZTA will responsibly manage the land 

transport system’s interaction with people, places, and the environment.   

NZTA is also a network utility operator approved as a requiring authority under Section 167 of the RMA.  

The legal name for NZTA is the New Zealand Transport Agency. The abbreviated name NZTA is used 

throughout this AEE.  

2 DESCRIPTION OF PUBLIC WORK  

2.1 Location 

The proposed designation applies to the existing State Highway 16 corridor between the intersection of 

Stanley Street and Tennis Lane and the intersection of The Strand/Quay Street/ Tāmaki Drive.  

The section to be designated is adjacent to the existing NZTA Designation 67361 for the Central Motorway 

Junction in the Auckland Unitary Plan Operative in Part (AUP:OP).  

The Central Motorway Junction connects State Highways 1 (SH1) and 16 at Grafton (‘Spaghetti Junction’), 

to the southwest to Tāmaki Drive / Quay Street, to the northeast.  

 
1 Purpose: The designation is to include, and allow for, the control of this State Highway, including planning, design, supervision, construction and 

maintenance in accordance with the provisions of the Government Roading Powers Act 1989. 
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Figure 2-1: Location of the State Highway corridor subject to this proposed designation 

 

Figure 2-2: Proposed corridor and surrounding area, including adjacent designations (Source: Auckland Unitary Plan 

Maps) 
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The existing State Highway 16 designation (6736) is located to the south of the corridor, and an Auckland 

Transport designation (1558) for road widening purposes overlaps the corridor adjacent to Tāmaki Drive. 

(refer to Figure 2-2 above).   

The Newmarket Branch Railway Line designation (6301) and North Island Main Trunk Railway Line 

designation (6302) overlap with the corridor in two locations, as seen in Figure 2-2 above.   

A full description of the existing environment is detailed in Section 0 of this AEE.  

2.2 Reason for the Proposed Designation 

The eastern end of State Highway 16, from Stanley Street via The Strand to its intersection with Quay 
Street and Tāmaki Drive is not designated. This is an anomaly in the network. All other sections of State 
Highway 16 are designated, including up to its northern termination at the intersection of SH1 at Wellsford. 

The reasons for the proposed designation are that: 

• State Highway 16 The Strand is a declared state highway. 

• State Highway 16 The Strand is a strategic route to / from Port of Auckland. 

• Most of the state highway network throughout New Zealand is designated. This includes other 
sections of state highway which terminate in urban areas and (like The Strand) provide strategic 
access to airports and seaports. 

• Designations of the state highway network support effective, efficient and safe management of the 
state highway network. 
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3 STATUTORY CONTEXT 

3.1 Proposed designation 

The RMA is the legislation governing designations. The purpose of the RMA is to promote the sustainable 

management of natural and physical resources. In considering a proposed designation, a territorial 

authority may make a recommendation pursuant to s171 of the RMA, having particular regard to a range 

of specified matters. These are: 

• The relevant provisions of any policy statement or plans; 

• Whether adequate consideration has been given to alternative sites, routes and methods; 

• Whether the designation is reasonably necessary for achieving the objectives of the requiring 
authority; and: 

• Relevant “other matters” that the territorial authority considers reasonably necessary in order to make 
a recommendation on the requirement. 

The assessment of the proposed designation in relation to these matters is provided at Section 8 of this 

report.  
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4 DESCRIPTION OF THE EXISTING ENVIRONMENT 

4.1 Overview 

The corridor is on the eastern edge of Auckland CBD.  

This section of State Highway 16 (the subject of this proposed designation) extends along Stanley Street 

and The Strand from Tennis Lane to Tāmaki Drive. It is a formed road and provides a nominal boundary 

between Auckland’s CBD and the inner-city suburb of Parnell. It passes through a predominantly 

commercial environment interspersed with small open space areas and medium-high density residential 

activities.  

The land to be designated comprises Crown-owned (NZTA and KiwiRail) and Council-owned land (parts 

of the AT local road network). The Crown land is either administered by NZTA as part of SH16 or KiwiRail 

as part of the rail corridor (designated). The land is predominantly identified as road in the AUP:OP 

although portions of land around Shipwright Lane and Ronayne Street are zoned Business-City Centre in 

the AUP:OP (refer to Figure 4-1 below)The AUP:OP also has overlays and precincts which variously apply 

to land in the area. Refer to Figure 4-2Figure 4-2Figure 4-2 below.  

The corridor is a state highway and serves as a vital connection between the wider motorway network and 

the Ports of Auckland, Auckland CBD, Auckland Domain, University of Auckland, Auckland City Hospital 

and Starship Hospital, and inner-city suburbs. The proximity to the Ports of Auckland and the Kiwi Rail 

Eastern line results in higher levels of heavy traffic and noise in this corridor compared to other areas of 

Auckland CBD. 

Under the AUP:OP, the land in proximity/adjacent to the corridor is zoned Business – City Centre zone, 

Business – Mixed Use zone, Residential – Terrace Housing and Apartment Building, Special Purpose - 

Major Recreation Facility and Strategic Transport Corridor, with Residential – Single House zone further to 

the south. Refer Figure 4-1 below. 

 

Figure 4-1: Zoning in the AUP :OP including adjacent designations (Source: Auckland Unitary Plan Maps) 
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Figure 4-2: Overlays and Precincts in the AUP:OP adjacent to the proposed corridor (Source: Auckland Unitary Plan 
Maps) 

4.2 Existing Corridor and Surrounding Area 

The following table (Table 4-) sets out key features and provides a general description of the corridor and 

surrounding area including the relevant zones, precincts and overlays under the AUP:OP. 

Table 4-1: Receiving environment 

Features Description  

Zoning • Road (unzoned) (within the proposed designation).  

• Business – City Centre Zone (within the proposed designation). 

Current land use • The land use of the majority of the corridor is road usage.  

• There are two parcels of Crown land within the corridor that are used for paid, 

at-grade car parking.  

• The land use along the corridor is comprised of business, residential, rail and 

motorway uses. 

Community and 

recreational 

facilities 

• University of Auckland (near the proposed designation).  

• Next Gen Auckland Domain (private health club and gym) (near the proposed 

designation). 

Vegetation • Roadside amenity vegetation (within the proposed designation). 

• Notable Tree ID33 (within the proposed designation). 

Watercourses • There are various overland flow paths and drains located within the proposed 

designation area.  

Precincts  • Quay Park sub-precinct A, Sub-precinct (within the proposed designation)  

• Quay Park (near the proposed designation)  

• ASB Tennis Arena, Sub-precinct (near the proposed designation).  

Overlays Mana Whenua   

• Sites and Places of Significance to Mana Whenua Overlay - 018, Te Toangaroa, 

1 (near the proposed designation). 

Natural Heritage  
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Features Description  

• Notable Trees Overlay – 33, Pōhutukawa, Unverified position of tree (within the 

proposed designation). 

• Notable Trees Overlay - 687, Norfolk Island Pine, Verified position of tree (near 

the proposed designation) 

• Notable Trees Overlay - 89, Pōhutukawa, Verified position of tree (near the 

proposed designation).   

Historic Heritage and Special Character  

• Historic Heritage Overlay Extent of Place - 1889, New Zealand Loan and 

Mercantile Wool Store (former) (within the proposed designation). 

• Historic Heritage Overlay Extent of Place - 1873, Swan Hotel (former) (within the 

proposed designation). 

• Historic Heritage Overlay Extent of Place - 1783, Parnell Rail Bridge (within the 

proposed designation). 

• Historic Heritage Overlay Extent of Place - 1566, Auckland 

Domain/Pukekaroa/Pukekawa Hill Pa site (near the proposed designation). 

• Historic Heritage Overlay Extent of Place - 2511, Princes Street Historic 

Heritage Area (within the proposed designation). 

Infrastructure  

• City Centre Port Noise Overlay (within the proposed designation) 

 

4.3 Existing Designations  

There are a number of existing designations in the surrounding area. These are set out in the table below 

and reflected in the Designation Plans.  

Table 4-2: Existing designations 

Designation Purpose Description 

New Zealand 

Transport Agency 

6736 

State Highway 1 and 

16 from Grafton Road, 

Grafton to Wellington 

Street, Auckland 

Central and State 

Highway 16 from 

Parnell Rise to 

Newton Road 

The designation is to include, and allow for, 

the control of this State Highway, including 

planning, design, supervision, construction 

and maintenance in accordance with the 

provisions of the Government Roading 

Powers Act 1989. 

Abuts the proposed 

designation to the southwest. 

KiwiRail 6301 

Newmarket Branch 

Railway Line from 

Remuera Road to The 

Strand. 

The purpose of the designation is to 

develop, operate and maintain railways, 

railway lines, railway infrastructure, and 

railway premises as defined in the Railways 

Act 2005.  

Applies to the rail overbridge 

above the road corridor near 

Parnell Rise (grade 

separated) 

 

KiwiRail 6302 

North Island Main 

Trunk Railway Line 

The purpose of the designation is to 

develop, operate and maintain railways, 

railway lines, railway infrastructure, and 

railway premises as defined in the Railways 

Act 2005.  

Applies to the railway 

beneath the existing road 

overbridge which connects 

State Highway 16 The Strand 

to the Tāmaki Drive / Quay 
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Designation Purpose Description 

from Buckland to 

Britomart Station. 

Street intersection (grade 

separated) 

 

Auckland Transport 

1558 

The Strand 

Building line for road widening purposes. Applies alongside the 

existing road overbridge 

which connects State 

Highway 16 The Strand to 

the Tāmaki Drive / Quay 

Street intersection (within the 

proposed designation). 

 

4.4 Existing Works 

A project known as The Strand Optimisation Project is currently underway within the proposed designation 

area. Resource consents have been granted for this work which includes introduction of a special vehicle 

lane, footpath widening, intersection improvements, pavement rehabilitation, and a shared use path (refer 

Resource Consents LUC60436224, LUC60442350, DIS60442870, BUN60440257). Given resource 

consents have been granted and works are underway, these works form part of the existing environment. 

4.5 Archaeology and Historic Heritage   

An Archaeological Assessment has been prepared by Clough and Associates Ltd and is included in 

APPENDIX A. 

Across the proposed designation area, there has been substantial modification into modern times with 

reclamation of the foreshore and seabed, early industrial development, the construction and realignment 

of roads, and the development of infrastructure and commercial properties.  

There are 14 recorded archaeological and historic heritage sites within 50m of the proposed designation 

as identified in the Archaeological Assessment. The New Zealand Archaeological Association (NZAA) 

references have been included for these sites which are as listed in Table 4-3 below:  

Table 4-3: Archaeology and historic heritage sites surrounding the corridor (Source: Archaeological Assessment 
attached in Appendix A)  

NZAA ref Archaeology / Historic Heritage Site  Location 

R11/3450. Site of 19th C sawmill, dam and factory. Within the proposed 

designation 

R11/3457. Site of the New Zealand Glass Company, operating 

in the late 19th century. 

Within the proposed 

designation 

R11/1696. Site of Archard and Brown timber and coal store and 

a kerosene store, site taken over by Nathan Harkers 

in 1875 to operate a Brickworks. 

Within the proposed 

designation 

R11/1558 Site of 19th C industrial buildings - brickyards, 

shipyards, iron company 

Within the proposed 

designation 

R11/2738 Rail Bridge and Viaduct.  Near the proposed 

designation 

R11/3138 Dilworth Terrace Houses  Near the proposed 

designation 

R11/3311 Historic reclamation  Near the proposed 

designation 
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R11/3398. Site of wharf within reclamation. Near the proposed 

designation 

R11/1794. Cottage site.  Near the proposed 

designation. 

n/a The New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Wool Store 

(former) - The Strand Building  

Overlay is within the 

proposed designation 

area, however the Wool 

Store building is outside 

the proposed 

designation area. 

n/a Swan Hotel (former) – Former Swan Hotel - Strand 

Tavern  

Overlay is within the 

proposed designation, 

however the Swan 

Hotel building is outside 

the proposed 

designation area. 

n/a Princess Street Historic Heritage Area  Within the proposed 

designation. 

n/a Te Toangaroa Near the proposed 

designation. 

n/a Auckland Domain/Pukekaroa/Pukekawa Hill  Near the proposed 

designation. 

4.6 Noise and Vibration 

As part of this proposed designation a Noise and Vibration memorandum was prepared by Marshall Day 

Acoustics (Refer to APPENDIX B). The operational noise and vibration effects of the existing, operational 

State Highway 16 corridor including Stanley Street and The Strand form part of the existing environment, 

alongside the City Centre Port Noise Overlay. 

The closest existing Protected Premises and Facilities (PPF) are the townhouses on the east side of 

Ronayne Street.  



 

 

NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi      Assessment of Effects on the Environment- 15 

Sensitivity: General 

4.7 Flood Hazards  

The proposed designation area is subject to several natural hazard overlays (in the AUP:OP) related to 

flood risk, as illustrated in Figure 4-3 below. The floodplain encompasses the majority of the proposed 

designation area and much of the surrounding area, with several overland flow paths running along the 

corridor.  

Figure 4-3: Hydrological features in relation to the corridor (Source: Auckland Unitary Plan Maps) 

The area to be designated totals approximately 59,963sqm, and is comprised of 91 percent impervious 

areas, and 9 percent pervious areas. These figures reflect the new pervious and impervious areas 

resulting from The Strand Optimisation Project, which is consented and currently under construction and 

forms part of the existing environment. Refer catchments plan and Flood Hazard Risk Report at 

APPENDIX C.  

4.8 Aboricultural  

The Arboricultural Assessment prepared by Arb Eco Limited identifies 74 existing trees (excluding small 

shrubs and ground cover) growing within the road reserve included within the proposed designation. As 

noted in the Arboricultural Assessment, of the 74 trees, 14 have been approved for removal under 

Resource Consents granted as part of The Strand Optimisation Project. The existing street trees along the 

corridor are predominantly Pōhutukawa and cabbage trees, with a range of other native, exotic and pest 

species.  

One large Pōhutukawa is present within the road reserve at the intersection of State Highway 16 The 

Strand and Sudbury Terrace, located within a large traffic island. This tree is a notable specimen, 

identified in the AUP Notable Tree Schedule as ID:33. 

A full list of existing trees can be found in the Arboricultural Assessment, attached in APPENDIX D.  
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5 CONSULTATION 

5.1 Overview 

Since 2023, NZTA has actively engaged with stakeholders and the local community regarding proposed 

improvements along State Highway 16, between Grafton Gully and Tāmaki Drive.  

This engagement, as part of The Strand Optimisation Project, gathered knowledge and local insights to 

inform the design and consenting phase of that project. The resource consents granted by Council are 

outlined in section 4 above.  

Team representatives also noted NZTA’s intent to follow up the resource consent process with a NOR to 

designate the corridor for state highway purposes under the AUP:OP. 

NZTA has consulted with AT regarding the purpose of the designation, it’s potential effects on AT’s 
activities, and the proposed measures to manage those effects. AT has indicated its support for the 
proposed designation, and has subsequently provided a letter of support (refer to APPENDIX E).  

NZTA has also consulted with KiwiRail as the existing State Highway 16 corridor passes under and over 
existing rail corridors. KiwiRail has indicated its support for the proposed designation. 

NZTA has also consulted with the following parties who have an interest in the corridor: 

• Mana Whenua (discussed in further detail below); and 

• Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga (HNZPT) (refer to APPENDIX F).  

HNZPT has indicated its support for the proposed designation.  

5.2 Mana Whenua  

A collective iwi and NZTA forum, called the Central Iwi Integration Group (Central IIG), was established 

by NZTA in mid-2014 to discuss and consider matters of interest in relation to the development and 

delivery of various NZTA projects in central and northern Auckland. 

The IIG is a forum representing iwi who have expressed an interest in NZTA projects in Tāmaki Makaurau 

Auckland. 

The invitees to the Central IIG are: 

• Ngāi Tai ki Tāmaki 

• Ngaati Whanaunga 

• Te Kawerau ā Maki 

• Ngāti Manuhiri 

• Ngāti Maru 

• Ngāti Paoa Iwi Trust 

• Ngāti Tamaoho 

• Ngāti Tamaterā 

• Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei 

• Te Patukirkiri 

• Ngaati Te Ata Waiohua 

• Te Ākitai waiohua 

• Ngāti Whātua o Kaipara 

The purpose of the Central IIG is to support meaningful and efficient engagement on NZTA projects. Iwi 

representatives attend monthly meetings with NZTA, discussing items on a pre-circulated agenda.  

Standard practice is for NZTA, supported by its technical specialists (as needed), to share project 

information, and to discuss cultural sites and values, potential areas of interest or concern and how any 

effects might be managed. This information is then fed back into the respective project teams. NZTA also 

seeks advice from the IIG on whether specific engagement with individual iwi is appropriate, and if so, 

who.  

All iwi invitees listed above, regardless of attendance at the meetings, receive copies of the agendas, 

presentation materials, and any recorded minutes.  
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Engagement to date with the Central IIG 

The Strand Optimisation Project was first introduced to the NZTA Central Iwi Integration Group (IIG) in 

September 2021. Engagement has been ongoing throughout the various design and consenting stages 

with plans and application documents being shared with the group prior to lodgement. Monthly 

construction progress updates are provided to attendees of the Central IIG. 

The most recent update to the Central IIG, specifically regarding the proposed designation, occurred in 

March 2025 and was followed with written information, including a copy of the proposed designation plans, 

in June 2025.  

As part of this engagement, NZTA advised of its intent that a NOR would be submitted to Council in mid-

2025 and invited feedback. NZTA asked if any further information was needed, any preferences for 

ongoing engagement, and whether iwi wished to prepare a Cultural Values Assessment or Cultural Impact 

Assessment.  

No feedback was received from mana whenua regarding the proposed designation. 

Engagement with additional iwi groups 

Other groups not part of the NZTA IIG, but identified by Council on its website as iwi to engage with are: 

• Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Whātua; and 

• Te Ahiwaru Waiohua 

• Waikato Tainui. 

NZTA has sent the same information about the proposed designation to these groups. One written 

response was received from Te Ahiwaru Waiohua who noted that State Highway 16 The Strand is located 

outside of their rohe interests.  
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6 ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT 

6.1 Overview 

An assessment of actual and potential effects of ongoing activities in the existing State Highway 16 

(Stanley Street - The Strand) corridor is set out in the following sections of this Report, in accordance with 

section 171(1b) of the RMA. The assessment considers whether these effects are positive or adverse. 

The assessment takes in to account the existing environment, including operation and maintenance of 

State Highway 16 and the activities already permitted in the AUP:OP. 

This section also addresses how potential effects will be managed. 

6.2 Positive effects of the Public Work  

Designation of this section of the State Highway 16 corridor will have a number of positive effects. 

The designation will support the ongoing operation of the State Highway 16 corridor and allow for 
consistent management across the full extent of the State Highway 16 corridor and the wider State 
Highway network across the Auckland region, in line with the designation purpose. Other than Coastal 
Marine Area crossings, the majority of the national State Highway network is designated, with this section 
of State Highway 16 being the only exception in Auckland.  

The designation will support future works (construction, operation, maintenance and improvement works) 

and the ongoing safe and efficient operation of a multi-modal State Highway corridor. This contributes to 

positive outcomes relating to accessibility, safety, resilience, and supporting economic growth and 

productivity at both regional and national levels.   

It also reflects the strategic importance of the State Highway network and clearly signals the existing and 

ongoing use of the land for this purpose, including any future works that may be undertaken in line with 

this use and operation.  

6.3 Effects on Existing Designations 

As outlined at Section 4.3, the proposed designation overlaps with existing KiwiRail and AT designations. 

The proposed designation is grade separated from the KiwiRail designations. The proposed designation is 

secondary to KiwiRail’s existing designation and will not affect its ability to develop, operate, and maintain 

railways, railway lines, railway infrastructure and associated premises as provided for in the Railways Act 

2005.  

The proposed designation also overlaps an AT designation for street widening. Again, the proposed 

designation is secondary to AT’s designation and will not affect AT’s ability to widen the bridge in the 

future. The overlap will also provide flexibility in future delivery across both designations, noting that the 

proposed designation is secondary to ATs existing designation.  

Any future works supported by the proposed designation will be subject to the s176(1)(b) RMA process, 

which will require written consent from KiwiRail and AT as the respective requiring authorities. 

6.4 Archaeological and Historic Heritage Effects 

The Archaeological Assessment prepared by Clough and Associates Ltd and included in APPENDIX A, 

identified 14 recorded archaeological and other historic heritage sites within 50m of the proposed 

designation, as listed in Section 4.4 above. Six of these sites are scheduled with the AUP:OP and 11 are 

within the proposed designation area. The proposed designation abuts or slightly overlaps with three 

Historic Heritage Overlay Extent of Place overlays where these extend beyond the protected structure to 

the road kerb. However, in each instance the building or structure subject to the overlay is located outside 

the extent of the proposed designation. 

When an Outline Plan of Work is submitted, this will set out proposed measures to avoid, remedy or 

mitigate any adverse construction effects on historic heritage. This is reflected in the proposed conditions 

included in the NOR Form 18. 
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An Authority from Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga may be sought in the future, if any works 

supported by the designation have the potential to affect known or unidentified archaeological sites. 

6.5 Noise and Vibration Effects 

A Noise and Vibration memo has been prepared by Marshall Day Acoustics and is attached as 

APPENDIX B. The memo focuses on assessing the potential construction and road traffic noise effects in 

the designated corridor.  

The memo concludes that the extent of the designation (including the two parcels zoned City Centre 

Zone) and any future works within this area will not result in any appreciable change in road traffic noise 

when compared to the current operation of the corridor. 

It also notes that once the designation is in place, the rules relating to noise and vibration contained within 

the AUP:OP would no longer apply. NZTA has well established guidelines for the management of 

construction noise and vibration. These would apply to construction activity in the designated corridor. 

This is reflected in the advice note included in the proposed conditions in the NOR Form 18. Future works 

undertaken in accordance with the relevant guidelines referenced in the advice note will achieve similar 

construction noise and vibration outcomes to those required under the AUP:OP and therefore result in no 

change in construction noise and vibration effects from any future works supported by the designation.  

6.6 Flood Hazard Effects 

A Catchments and Sheet Layout Plan and Flood Hazard Risk Report have been prepared by Beca and 

are included at APPENDIX C. The Flood Hazard Risk Report has been prepared in reference to E36.9 2 

(a) – (l) (as applicable), and predominantly considers existing conditions, with some commentary 

regarding potential future works which may be supported by the designation. 

Under the AUP:OP, activities such as  renewal, repair and minor infrastructure upgrades, and the 

construction, operation, maintenance and renewal  of road network infrastructure within the legal road in 

the 1 percent AEP coastal inundation area, floodplain and overland flow path are permitted activities.  

The Flood Hazard Risk Report assesses most hazard considerations (as per E36.9(2)) as low risk, 

including potential flood risks to public safety and property (E36.9(2)(d)), the vulnerability of the activity to 

flooding (E36.9(2)(b)) and the potential for exacerbating existing flood risks (E36.9(2)(e )) (which is 

discussed further below). Due to the corridor’s low-lying location within a floodplain and the presence of 

several overland flow paths, the frequency, duration and scale of flood hazards (E36.9 (2)(a)) based on 

existing conditions are assessed as medium risk. 

The report includes commentary on potential future works which may be supported by the designation. 

The area to be designated is predominantly impervious (91 percent). Even under a hypothetical scenario 

where the impervious surfaces reach 100 percent this would represent only a 0.2 percent increase in 

impervious surfaces across the catchment. In such a scenario, the additional stormwater runoff would 

have minimal impact given the small portion of the catchment affected. The risk of exacerbating existing 

flood hazards (E36.9 (2)(e)) has therefore been assessed as low. 

The extent of the designation includes one full parcel, and one part-parcel of land zoned City Centre Zone, 

both of which are currently 100 percent impervious. As noted, the designated extent of the northern parcel 

includes a narrow strip adjacent to the State Highway 16 The Strand road reserve, whilst the southern 

parcel is a triangular island site bordered by State Highway 16 The Strand, Shipwright Lane and the rail 

embankment. Given the configuration of these parcels, the existing impervious surfaces, the likely nature 

of future works (i.e. road network activities including maintenance of the shared use path and construction 

laydown), and the inclusion of a proposed advice note (outlined below), any future works supported by the 

designation will result in no change in flood hazard effects. 

NZTA has well established guidelines for the management of flood hazards. These would apply to any 

future construction activity supported by the proposed designation which may impact the alignment or 

capacity of overland flow paths and subsequently affect flood hazard outcomes. This is reflected in the 

advice note included in the proposed conditions in the NOR Form 18. 
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6.7 Arboricultural Effects 

An Arboricultural Assessment was prepared by Arb Eco Limited and has been included as APPENDIX D.  

and identifies all existing trees located within the proposed designation area. All the identified trees are 

located within the road reserve or strategic transport corridor zones. 

Future works supported by the proposed designation may affect the existing trees identified in the 

assessment, including the notable Pōhutukawa specimen i.e. works within the root zone, tree alteration 

and/or removal.  

The proposed designation conditions in the NOR Form 18 require that an Outline Plan for any future 

works supported by the designation should include measures to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects 

from construction on street trees (excluding pest species), and to protect (if practicable to do so) the 

notable Pōhutukawa or otherwise remedy or mitigate any unavoidable adverse effects of construction on 

this tree. These conditions will appropriately manage any future arboricultural effects arising from future 

works enabled under the designation.  

6.8 Overall conclusion on effects 

The public work covered by the proposed designation is an existing operational State Highway corridor.  

As set out within Section 6, any potential future effects of work supported by the designation can be 

appropriately managed through the proposed designation conditions and advice notes. 
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7 NOTIFICATION 

A territorial authority must decide whether to notify a proposed designation under s169, 149ZCB, 149ZCC, 

149ZCE, and 149ZCF. The following section provides an assessment against these provisions.  

NZTA requests that this s168 Notice of Requirement is processed on a non-notified basis.  

7.1 Designation Notification Assessment  

Section 169 of the RMA sets out the process that Council must follow in considering the need to notify a 

proposed designation made under section 168. The notification assessment for a proposed designation is 

set out in section 149ZCB(1) to (4), 149ZCC(1) to (4), 149ZCE and 149ZCF. Using modifications as set 

out in section 169((1)(b), these provisions are assessed below. 

The public notification assessment is outlined in Table 7-1 below. 

Table 7-1: Public notification assessment against s149ZCB of the RMA 

Public Notification Test – Section 149ZCB Comment  

(1) The territorial authority may, in its discretion, decide 

whether to require the territorial authority to publicly 

notify an application or a notice. 

NZTA requests that this s168 

Notice of Requirement is 

processed on a non-notified 

basis. 

(2) Despite subsection (1), the territorial authority must 

publicly notify an application or a notice if—  

(a) the territorial authority decides (under section 

149ZCE) that the activity that is the subject of the 

application or notice will have, or is likely to have, 

adverse effects on the environment that are more 

than minor; or   

(b) the applicant requests public notification of the 

application or notice; or  

(c) a rule or national environmental standard requires 

public notification of the application or notice. 

The proposed designation is 

providing for an existing 

operational State Highway 

corridor - ie the public works exist.  

Any potential effects of future 

work supported by the 

designation can be appropriately 

managed through the proposed 

designation conditions and advice 

notes. 

NZTA request that this s168 

Notice of Requirement is 

processed on a non-notified 

basis.  

There is no rule or national 

standard which requires public 

notification. 

(3) Despite subsections (1) and (2)(a), the territorial authority 

must not publicly notify the application or notice if—  

(a) a rule or national environmental standard precludes 

public notification of the application or notice; and  

(b) subsection (2)(b) does not apply. 

There is no rule or national 

standard which requires or 

precludes public notification. 

(4) Despite subsection (3), the territorial authority may 

publicly notify an application or a notice if the territorial 

authority decides that special circumstances exist in 

relation to the application or notice.  

There are no special 

circumstances that require public 

notification. 

 

The limited notification assessment is outlined in Table 7-2 below. 
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Table 7-2: Limited Notification assessment against s149ZCC of the RMA 

Limited Notification Test – Section 149ZCC Comment  

(1) If the territorial authority decides not to require the territorial 

authority to publicly notify an application or a notice, the 

territorial authority must, in relation to the activity,—   

(a) decide if there is any affected person (under section 

149ZCF); and  

(b) identify any affected protected customary rights group or 

affected customary marine title group. 

NZTA has consulted with AT, 

KiwiRail and HNZPT, who 

have indicated support for the 

proposed designation. 

No other parties are affected 

by the proposed designation, 

as it will apply to an existing 

operational state highway 

corridor. The land is held in 

Crown or Auckland Transport 

ownership.  

(2) The territorial authority must give limited notification of the 

application or notice to any affected person unless a rule or 

national environmental standard precludes limited notification 

of the application or notice.   

NZTA has consulted with AT, 

KiwiRail and HNZPT, who 

have indicated support for the 

proposed designation. No 

other parties are affected by 

the proposed designation. 

(3) The territorial authority must give limited notification of the 

application or notice to an affected protected customary 

rights group or affected customary marine title group even if a 

rule or national environmental standard precludes public or 

limited notification of the application or notice. 

There are no identified 

affected protected customary 

rights groups or customary 

marine title groups. 

(4) In subsections (1) and (3), the requirements relating to an 

affected customary marine title group apply only in the case of 

applications for accommodated activities. 

There are no identified 

affected customary marine 

title groups. 
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8 STATUTORY ASSESSMENT 

8.1 Section 171 - Statutory Considerations 

The following sections provide an assessment of the proposed designation against: 

• Section 171(1)(a) of the RMA; 

• Section 171(1)(b) of the RMA; 

• Section 171(1)(c) of the RMA; 

• Section 171(1)(d) of the RMA; and 

• Part 2 of the RMA.  

8.2 Section 171(1)(a) – Relevant provisions  

Section 171(1)(a) of the RMA requires a territorial authority must, subject to Part 2 of the RMA, consider 

the effects on the environment of allowing the requirement, having particular regard to any relevant 

provisions of: 

• a National Policy Statement: 

• a New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement: 

• a Regional Policy Statement or Proposed Regional Policy Statement: 

• a plan or proposed plan; and 

In accordance with section 171(1)(a) of the RMA, an assessment of the proposed designation in the 

context of the relevant statutory documents has been undertaken. 

Table 8-1: Relevant statutory documents 

Type of provision 

under section 

171(10(a) 

Relevant Plans and Provisions  

National Policy 

Statements (NPS) 

The following NPS is considered relevant to the proposed designation: 

• National Policy Statement on Urban Development (NPS-UD).  

Regional Policy 

Statements 

(RPS)  

The Auckland Regional Policy Statement (RPS), contained in Chapter B of 

the AUP:OP, is relevant to this proposed designation, in particular: 

• B2 - Tāhuhu whakaruruhau ā-taone - Urban growth and form 

• B3 - Ngā pūnaha hanganga, kawekawe me ngā pūngao - 

Infrastructure, transport and energy 

• B4 - Te tiaki taonga tuku iho - Natural heritage 

• B5 - Ngā rawa tuku iho me te āhua - Historic heritage and special 

character 

• B6 - Mana Whenua 

Plan or proposed 

plan 

The following district plan provisions in the Auckland Unitary Plan Operative in 

part (AUP:OP) are relevant to this proposed designation: 

Chapter D – Overlays  

• D13 - Notable Trees Overlay 

• D17 - Historic Heritage Overlay 

Chapter E – Auckland-Wide  

• E17 - Trees in roads 

• E25 – Noise and Vibration 

• E27 – Transport  

• E36 – Natural Hazards and Flooding 
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8.3 National Policy Statement on Urban Development 2020 

The NPS-UD came into effect on 20 July 2020 and should be considered as part of this proposed 

designation.  

The NPS-UD provides sufficient development capacity to meet the different needs of people and 

communities under the RMA. There are eight objectives of the NPS-UD, which aim to support well-

functioning urban environments across New Zealand. The following objectives are of relevance to the 

proposed designation:  

Table 8-2: Objectives of the NPS-UD relevant to the proposed designation 

Objective Description  Assessment  

Objective 1 New Zealand has well-functioning urban 

environments that enable all people and 

communities to provide for their social, 

economic, and cultural wellbeing, and for 

their health and safety, now and into the 

future. 

The proposed designation will support 

NZTA to contribute to a well-functioning 

and safe urban environment through the 

ongoing operation and maintenance of an 

existing State Highway. It supports the 

safe and efficient movement of people, 

vehicles and freight as part of an 

integrated regional and national network.  

Objective 4 New Zealand’s urban environments, 

including their amenity values, develop 

and change over time in response to the 

diverse and changing needs of people, 

communities, and future generations. 

The changing urban environment 

necessitates the upgrading of 

infrastructure, including the development 

of transport network. The proposed 

designation will support NZTAs ability to 

maintain and upgrade the State Highway 

corridor in response to the evolving needs 

of people, communities and future 

generations.  

Objective 5 Planning decisions relating to urban 

environments, and FDSs, take into 

account the principles of the Treaty of 

Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi). 

The principles of the Treaty of Waitangi 

(Te Tiriti o Waitangi) have been taken into 

account throughout the proposed 

designation.  

 

8.4 Auckland Unitary Plan Operative in Part  

The Auckland Council gave notice that the Proposed Auckland Unitary Plan shall become ‘Operative in 

Part’ on Tuesday, 15 November 2016. The Auckland Unitary Plan Operative in Part is the first combined 

plan for the Auckland region and is made up of a Regional Policy Statement, Regional Plan (including a 

Regional Coastal Plan) and a District Plan. 

8.4.1  Regional Policy Statement  

The Auckland Regional Policy Statement is contained in Chapter B of the AUP:OP. Based on the below 

assessment, the proposed designation is consistent with the outcomes sought across Auckland. 

Table 8-3: Objectives and Policies of the RPS relevant to the proposed designation  

Objective / 

Policy 

Description  Assessment  

B2.2 – Urban growth and form 

Objective 

B2.2.1(1)  

A well-functioning urban environment with a 

quality compact urban form that enables all 

of the following:  

(a) a higher-quality urban environment;  

The proposed designation will support 

future works, including operation, 

maintenance and improvement activities. 

These works will support the ongoing 

resilience of the existing State Highway, 
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(b) greater productivity and economic 

growth;  

(c) better use of existing infrastructure and 

efficient provision of new infrastructure;  

(d) good accessibility for all people, 

including by improved and more 

efficient public or active transport; 

(e) greater social and cultural vitality;   

(f) better maintenance of rural character 

and rural productivity;  

(g) reduced adverse environmental effects; 

and  

(h) improved resilience to the effects of 

climate change. 

and contribute to economic growth, 

productivity and multimodal accessibility.   

The proposed designation will support the 

safe and efficient movement of people, 

vehicles and freight as part of an 

integrated regional and connected 

national network. 

The proposed designation area is located 

within the urban area as mapped in the 

NOR Form 18. 

 

Objective 

B2.2.1(2) 

Urban growth is primarily accommodated 

within the urban area 2016 (as identified in 

Appendix 1A). 

B2.3 - A quality built environment  

Objective 

B2.3.1(1) 

A well-functioning urban environment with a 

quality built environment where subdivision, 

use and development do all of the following:  

(a) respond to the intrinsic qualities and 

physical characteristics of the site and 

area, including its setting;  

(b) reinforce the hierarchy of centres and 

corridors;  

(c) contribute to a diverse mix of choice 

and opportunity for people and 

communities;  

(d) maximise resource and infrastructure 

efficiency;  

(e) are capable of adapting to changing 

needs; and  

(f) has improved resilience to the effects of 

climate change. 

The proposed designation will allow NZTA 

as the requiring authority of State Highway 

16 to maintain and improve infrastructure 

efficiency, reinforce the hierarchy of the 

corridor as an existing State Highway in 

an existing urban area, and better meet 

any changing needs in future. 

The proposed designation will support the 

operation, maintenance, and improvement 

of the State Highway, cycleway and / or 

shared path, and associated 

infrastructure.  

Policy 

B2.3.2(4) 

Balance the main functions of streets as 

places for people and as routes for the 

movement of vehicles. 

B3.3 – Transport  

Objective 

B3.3.1(1) 

Effective, efficient and safe transport that:  

(a) supports the movement of people, 

goods and services;  

(b) integrates with and supports a quality 

compact urban form;  

(c) enables growth;  

(d) avoids, remedies or mitigates adverse 

effects on the quality of the environment 

The proposed designation will support 

future works that support the ongoing safe 

and efficient operation of a multi-modal 

State Highway corridor.  

Any potential adverse effects associated 

with future works will be appropriately 

mitigated through the proposed 

conditions.  
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and amenity values and the health and 

safety of people and communities; and  

(e) facilitates transport choices, recognises 

different trip characteristics and enables 

accessibility and mobility for all sectors 

of the community. 

 

Policy 

B3.3.2(1) 

Enable the effective, efficient and safe 

development, operation, maintenance and 

upgrading of all modes of an integrated 

transport system.  

Policy 

B3.3.2(2) 

Enable the movement of people, goods and 

services and ensure accessibility to sites.  

Policy 

B3.3.2(3) 

Identify and protect existing and future 

areas and routes for developing Auckland’s 

transport infrastructure. 

B4.5 – Notable trees 

Objective 

B4.5.1(1) 

Notable trees and groups of trees with 

significant historical, botanical or amenity 

values are protected and retained. 

There is one notable Pōhutukawa tree 

within the proposed designation extent.  

The proposed designation conditions 

require that any future Outline Plan of 

Work include measures to protect the tree 

where practicable, or if impracticable to do 

so relocate or replant replacement 

speciemen(s).    

B5.2 – Historic heritage  

Objective 

B5.2.1(1) 

Significant historic heritage places are 

identified and protected from inappropriate 

subdivision, use and development. 

The Archaeological Assessment identified 

historic heritage sites within the extent of, 

and close to, the proposed designation, as 

seen in APPENDIX A.  

Structures subject to the Historic Heritage 

Overlay Extent of Place sit outside the 

proposed designation, however in some 

instances the overlay extent extends 

beyond the structure’s footprint and into 

the proposed designation. 

The proposed designation conditions 

require that any future Outline Plan of 

Work should include measures to avoid, 

remedy or mitigate adverse effects of 

construction activities. 

Policy 

B5.2.2(7) 

Avoid where practicable significant adverse 

effects on significant historic heritage 

places. Where significant adverse effects 

cannot be avoided, they should be 

remedied or mitigated so that they no longer 

constitute a significant adverse effect. 

B6.2 - Recognition of Treaty of Waitangi/Te Tiriti o Waitangi partnerships and participation 

Objective 

B6.2.1(1) 

The principles of the Treaty of Waitangi/Te 

Tiriti o Waitangi are recognised and 

provided for in the sustainable management 

of natural and physical resources including 

ancestral lands, water, air, coastal sites, 

wāhi tapu and other taonga. 

The principles of the Treaty of Waitangi 

(Te Tiriti o Waitangi) have been taken into 

account throughout the corridor. 
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8.4.2 District Provisions  

The relevant district plan provisions are contained in Chapter D and Chapter E of the AUP:OP. Based on 

the below assessment, the proposed designation is consistent with the outcomes sought across Auckland.  

Table 8-4: Objectives and Policies of the AUP:OP district plan relevant to the corridor 

Objective / 

Policy 

Description  Assessment  

D13 – Notable Trees Overlay  

Objective 

D13.2(1) 

Notable trees and notable groups of trees 

are retained and protected from 

inappropriate subdivision, use and 

development. 

There is one notable Pōhutukawa tree 

within the proposed designation footprint.  

The proposed designation conditions 

require that any future Outline Plan of 

Work include measures to protect the tree 

where practicable, or if impracticable to do 

so relocate or replant replacement 

specimen(s).    

Policy 

D13.3(2) 

Require notable trees and notable groups of 

trees to be retained and protected from 

inappropriate subdivision, use and 

development, by considering:  

(a) the specific attributes of the tree or 

trees including the values for which the 

tree or trees have been identified as 

notable;  

(b) the likelihood of significant adverse 

effects to people and property from the 

tree or trees;  

(c) the degree to which the subdivision, use 

or development can accommodate the 

protection of the tree or groups of trees;  

(d) the extent to which any trimming, 

alteration or removal of a tree is 

necessary to accommodate efficient 

operation of the road network, network 

utilities or permitted development on the 

site;  

(e) alternative methods that could result in 

retaining the tree or trees on the site, 

road or reserve;  

(f) whether minor infringements of the 

standards that apply to the underlying 

zone would encourage the retention 

and enhancement of the tree or trees 

on the site;  

(g) whether the values that would be lost if 

the tree or trees are removed can be 

adequately mitigated;  

(h) whether the proposal is consistent with 

best arboricultural practice;  

(i) methods to contain and control plant 

pathogens and diseases including 

measures for preventing the spread of 

soil and the safe disposal of plant 

material; and  
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(j) the provision of a tree management or 

landscape plan. 

D17 – Historic Heritage Overlay  

Objective 

D17.2(1) 

The protection, maintenance, restoration 

and conservation of scheduled historic 

heritage places is supported and enabled. 

The extent of the proposed designation is 

adjacent to or slightly overlaps with three 

Historic Heritage Overlay Extent of Place 

overlays. In each instance, the building or 

structure subject to the overlay is outside 

of the designation extent. 

The proposed designation conditions 

require that any future Outline Plan of 

Work should include measures to avoid, 

remedy or mitigate adverse effects of 

construction activities on Historic Heritage. 

E17 – Trees in roads  

Objective  

E17.2(1) 

Trees in roads that contribute to cultural, 

amenity, landscape and ecological values 

are protected 

The proposed designation will support 

future works along the corridor where 74 

existing street trees have been identified 

by the Arboricultural Report (APPENDIX 

D) – noting 14 of these have existing 

approval to be removed (refer section 

4.8). 

The proposed designation conditions 

require that any future Outline Plan of 

Work will include measures to protect the 

tree where practicable, or if impracticable 

to do so relocate or replant replacement 

specimens(s).   

Objective 

E17.2(3) 

The safe and efficient development, 

maintenance, operation and upgrading of 

the transport system and utilities is enabled 

while ensuring that the overall ecological 

and amenity values provided by trees in 

roads are maintained. 

Policy 

E12.3(2) 

Encourage ongoing maintenance of trees to 

enhance roads, while ensuring that tree 

selection and location recognises existing 

constraints and the functional requirements 

of the site. 

Policy 

E17.3(3)  

Manage trees in roads to protect their 

cultural, amenity, landscape and ecological 

values while acknowledging that multiple 

uses occur in roads. 

E25 – Noise and Vibrations  

Objective  

E25.2(3) 

Existing and authorised activities and 

infrastructure, which by their nature produce 

high levels of noise, are appropriately 

protected from reverse sensitivity effects 

where it is reasonable to do so. 

The Noise and Vibration Memo as 

attached in APPENDIX B identified that 

any future works supported by the 

proposed designation would have no 

appreciable effect on the overall 

operational noise environment.  

An advice note is included within the 

proposed designation condition set. 

Future works undertaken in accordance 

with the guidelines referenced in the 

advice note will achieve similar 

construction noise and vibration outcomes 

to those sought under the AUP:OP, and 

therefore result in no change in 

construction noise and vibration effects of 

any future works supported by the 

designation. 

Policy 

E25.3(1) 

Set appropriate noise and vibration 

standards to reflect each zone’s function 

and permitted activities, while ensuring that 

the potential adverse effects of noise and 

vibration are avoided, remedied or 

mitigated. 
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E36 – Natural hazards and flooding 

Objective 

E36.2(2) 

Subdivision, use and development, 

including redevelopment in urban areas, 

only occurs where the risks of adverse 

effects from natural hazards to people, 

buildings, infrastructure and the 

environment are not increased overall and 

where practicable are reduced, taking into 

account the likely long term effects of 

climate change. 

The proposed designation is located 

within a flood plain and overland flow path 

overlays as seen in Figure 4-3. The Flood 

Hazard Risk Report (APPENDIX C) 

assesses the frequency, duration and 

scale of the flood hazard based on 

existing conditions as medium risk.  

The report also identifies the risk level as 

low across all remaining categories, 

including flood risks to public safety, 

property, and the road corridor activity.  

The proposed designation will support 

future road improvement works which may 

include increased impervious areas, 

however given the very limited areas of 

the overall catchment which may be 

affected, impacts are assessed to be 

negligible.  

An advice note is included in the proposed 

designation condition set. Future works 

supported by the designation which are 

undertaken in accordance with the 

guidelines referenced in the advice note 

will address any potential flood related 

effects. 

Policy 

E26.2(2) 

Investigate other natural hazards to assess 

whether risks to people, property or the 

environment should be managed through 

the Plan or otherwise. 

Policy 

E26.2(4) 

Control subdivision, use and development 

of land that is subject to natural hazards so 

that the proposed activity does not increase, 

and where practicable reduces, risk 

associated with all of the following adverse 

effects: 

(a) accelerating or exacerbating the natural 

hazard and/or its potential impacts;  

(b) exposing vulnerable activities to the 

adverse effects of natural hazards;  

(c) creating a risk to human life; and  

(d) increasing the natural hazard risk to 

neighbouring properties or 

infrastructure. 

 

8.5 Section 171(1)(b) - Consideration of Alternatives 

Section 171(1)(b) of the RMA requires that when making a recommendation on a proposed designation, a 

territorial authority, in this case Auckland Council, shall have particular regard to whether the requiring 

authority has an interest in the land sufficient for undertaking the work, if not it must have particular regard 

to -   

i. whether adequate consideration has been given to any alternative sites, routes, or methods of 

undertaking the work; and  

ii. whether the work and designation are reasonably necessary for achieving the objectives of the 

requiring authority for which the designation is sought. 

All land parcels affected by the proposed designation are held in Crown ownership (NZTA or KiwiRail) or 
AT ownership, as part of the local road. The road corridor is formed and operates as a part of the state 
highway network currently, integrating with the local AT network. Consequently, no significant adverse 
effects will arise and there is no need to consider alternative sites, routes, or methods.   

8.6 Section 171(1)(c) – Reasonable Necessity  

Section 171(1)(c) of the RMA requires a territorial authority to have particular regard to whether the work 

and designation are reasonably necessary for achieving the objectives of the requiring authority for which 

the designation is sought.  

The objective of NZTA under Section 94 of the Land Transport Management Act 2003 (LTMA) is “to 

undertake its functions in a way that contributes to an effective, efficient, and safe land transport system in 

the public interest”.  
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The corridor is formed and operational as part of the national State highway network but through an 

anomaly has not been included in the district plan (the AUP:OP). The specific objective of this proposed 

designation is:  

To construct, operate, maintain, and improve a state highway, cycleway and/or shared path, and 

associated infrastructure 

The designation is reasonably necessary for achieving this objective because it: 

• Forms part of the existing State Highway 16 network; and 

• Supports NZTA to maintain an appropriate level of service for the State Highway – to maintain its 

lifeline function as the primary connection to the Port of Auckland and to support the ongoing 

movement of people and goods between the port, the city and the wider state highway network. 

The proposed designation is reasonably necessary as a planning tool, as it identifies and protects land 

required for the State Highway, shared path, and associated infrastructure, and will support NZTA to carry 

out proposed work to operate, maintain and improve the state highway network. The designation will: 

• Identify the corridor as being part of the existing State Highway in the AUP, giving a clear 

indication of the existing and ongoing use of the land;  

• Provide certainty to adjacent landowners regarding the current and future use of the land and 

potential works that may be undertaken;  

• Assist to protect the existing corridor from future activities which may otherwise prevent or hinder 

the ongoing operation, maintenance and improvement of the corridor; and 

• Recognise the strategic significance of the state highway network consistent with the AUP:OP and 
the Auckland Regional Land Transport Plan. 

8.7 Section 171(1)(d) - Other Matters 

When considering the proposed designation, the territorial authority must have particular regard to any 

other matter the territorial authority considers reasonably necessary to make a recommendation on the 

requirement.  

No other matters are relevant to the consideration of the proposed designation by the territorial authority. 

8.8 Part 2 RMA Assessment 

Section 171(1) of the RMA states that when considering a proposed designation, a territorial authority 

must consider the effects on the environment with particular regard to 171(1)(a) to (d) subject to Part 2 – 

Purpose and principles, which is comprised of sections 5 – 8 of the RMA summarised below.  

Section 5 – Purpose and principles 

Section 5 of the RMA sets out the purpose of the RMA which is to promote the sustainable management 

of natural and physical resources, in a way which enables people and communities to provide for their 

social, economic, and cultural well-being.  

Section 6 - Matters of national importance  

Section 6 of the RMA states that in achieving the purpose of the RMA, all persons exercising functions 

and powers under it, in relation to managing the use, development, and protection of natural and physical 

resources, shall recognise and provide for the specified matters of national importance. The following 

matters of national importance have been considered to be relevant to the proposed designation: 

• Section 6 (f): the protection of historic heritage from inappropriate subdivision, use, and 

development. 

• Section 6 (h): the management of significant risks from natural hazards. 

Section 7 - Other matters 

Section 7 of the RMA states that in achieving the purpose of the RMA, all persons exercising functions 

and powers under it, in relation to managing the use, development, and protection of natural and physical 

resources, shall have particular regard to specified other matters. The following other matters have been 

considered to be relevant to the proposed designation: 
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• Section 7(b): the efficient use and development of natural and physical resources. 

• Section 7(c): the maintenance and enhancement of amenity values. 

• Section 7(f): maintenance and enhancement of the quality of the environment. 

Section 8 - Treaty of Waitangi  

Section 8 of the RMA states that in achieving the purpose of the RMA, all persons exercising functions 

and powers under it, in relation to managing the use, development, and protection of natural and physical 

resources, shall take into account the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi). 

8.8.1 Overall conclusion of Part 2 of the RMA Assessment  

As set out in this report, the proposed designation will assist to achieve the sustainable management of 

natural and physical resources and is consistent with Part 2 of the RMA for the following reasons: 

• It will support the ongoing operation, maintenance and improvement of the entire State Highway 

16 corridor. 

• It will support the ongoing safe and efficient operation of a multi-modal State Highway network 

contributing to positive outcomes in accessibility, safety, resilience, and supporting economic 

growth and productivity, representing an efficient use and development of resources.   

• It will manage the construction effects of future works in the designation including avoiding, 

remedying or mitigating effects on historic heritage. 

• It will maintain amenity values and the quality of the existing environment, by managing 

construction effects of future works supported by the designation on street trees and by protecting 

or otherwise remedying or mitigating any unavoidable adverse effects on the notable Pōhutukawa 

tree. 
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9 CONCLUSION 

The purpose of the proposed designation is to construct, operate, maintain and improve a state highway, 

cycleway and/or shared path, and associated infrastructure.  

Any potential effects arising from future works in the designation will be appropriately managed by 

implementation of the proposed conditions and the NZTA standards and guidelines. 

An assessment has been undertaken against the relevant policies and objectives of the AUP:OP and 

RMA in accordance with s171. Overall, the public work covered by the proposed designation is consistent 

with the direction of the plan and aligns with the purpose of the RMA. 
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APPENDIX A – Archaeological Assessment  
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APPENDIX B – Noise and Vibration Memo  
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APPENDIX C – Flood Hazard Risk Report & Catchment Plan 
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APPENDIX D – Arboricultural Assessment  
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APPENDIX E – Auckland Transport Letter of Support 
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APPENDIX F – Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Letter of 
Support 

 


