SEABIRDS OF THE HAURAKI GULF
1. Australasian gannet Morus serrator Takapu
89cm, 2.3kg | Breeds on Poor Knights (High Peak and
Sugar Loaf Rocks), Maori Rocks (Mokohinau), Mahuki
(Broken Islands, Great Barrier), Gannet Rock (Waiheke) and
Motukaramarama (Coromandel islands)

This poster celebrates the species of seabirds confirmed
breeding in or near the Hauraki Gulf Marine Park.

7. Black (Parkinson’s) petrel Procellaria parkinsoni Taiko
46cm, 700g | Breeds only on Great Barrier/Aotea and Little
Barrier/Hauturu

9. Black-winged petrel Pterodroma nigripennis
30cm, 175g | Breeds only on Burgess Island in our region
10. Cook’s petrel Pterodroma cookii Titi
29cm, 200g | 98 per cent of the population breeds on Little
Barrier/Hauturu

8. Grey-faced petrel Pterodroma macroptera gouldi Oi
41cm, 600g | Breeds on the majority of offshore islands
(more than 2km off the mainland) in the Hauraki Gulf;
also at some mainland sites (Tawharanui Regional Park)
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11. Pycroft’s petrel Pterodroma pycrofti
28cm, 160g | Breeds only on Mercury, Cuvier, Hen/
Taranga and Chickens/Marotere and Poor Knights islands
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15. Fairy prion Pachyptila turtur Titi-wainui
25cm, 125g | Breeds only on Poor Knights Islands in our region
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12. New Zealand storm petrel Pealeornis maoriana
18cm, 35g | Rediscovered in 2003, its breeding site has not been
confirmed, but likely to be in the wider Hauraki Gulf region¹
2. Buller’s shearwater Puffinus bulleri Rako
46cm, 425g | Breeds only at Poor Knights Islands
3. Flesh-footed shearwater Puffinus carneipes Toanui
44cm, 600g | Breeds on Hen/Taranga and Chickens/
Marotere, Mercury and some Coromandel islands
4. Sooty shearwater Puffinus griseus Titi
44cm, 800g | Breeds sparingly on a number of Gulf Islands

5. Fluttering shearwater Puffinus gavia Pakaha
33cm, 300g | Breeds on Poor Knights, Hen/Taranga and
Chickens/Marotere, Mokohinau, Little Barrier/Hauturu,
Channel and Mercury islands

14. Northern diving petrel Pelecanoides urinatrix Kuaka
20cm, 130g | Breeds on Poor Knights, Hen/Taranga and
Chickens/Marotere, Mokohinau, Little Barrier, Tiritiri Matangi,
Motuora, Channel, Cuvier and Mercury islands

13. New Zealand white-faced storm petrel Pelagodroma marina
maoriana Takahikare-moana
20cm, 45g | Breeds on Poor Knights and Mokohinau islands,
also The Noises (Maria/Ruapuke)

6. North Island little shearwater Puffinus assimilis
haurakiensis Pakaha
30cm, 200g | Breeds on Poor Knights, Hen and Chickens,
Mokohinau and Mercury islands
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16. Northern blue penguin Eudyptula minor iredalei Korora
40cm, 1100g | Most offshore and inner Gulf islands; some mainland sites
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17. New Zealand fairy tern Sterna nereis davisae Tara-iti
25cm, 70g | Breeds at Pakiri Beach, Mangawhai Heads,
Waipu Estuary (all mainland sites)
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19. Caspian tern Sterna caspia Taranui
51cm, 700g | Breeds in coastal locations (eg Mangawhai
Spit, Whangateau)

18. White-fronted tern Sterna striata Tara
40cm, 160g | Breeds on some inshore and offshore islands
(eg Mokohinau, Tiritiri Matangi); also many coastal
mainland sites

WILDLIFE OF THE HAURAKI GULF MARINE PARK
¹ It is not known where the New Zealand storm petrel breeds.

² The grey ternlet is a regular sub-tropical visitor.
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20. Red-billed gull Larus scopulinus Tarapunga
37cm, 300g | Breeds on some inshore and offshore islands
(eg Mokohinau, Tiritiri Matangi); also coastal sites
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21. Black-backed gull Larus dominicanus Karoro
60cm, 1050g | Breeds on some inshore and offshore islands
(eg Mokohinau, Tiritiri Matangi); also coastal sites
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22. Grey ternlet Procelsterna cerulea albivittata
31cm, 110g | Breed in the Kermadec Group of islands
and Norfolk Island but is a regular summer visitor to the
Hauraki Gulf and can be seen at the Mokohinau and Poor
Knights islands²
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23. Pied shag Phalacrocorax varius Karuhiruhi
81cm, 2kg | Breeds coastally throughout the Hauraki
Gulf ’s inshore and offshore islands
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24. Spotted shag Stictocarbo punctatus Parekareka
70cm, 1200g | Breeds on some Coromandel islands in our
region.

SEABIRD CAPITAL

The Hauraki Gulf Marine Park was established in 2000 under the Hauraki Gulf Marine Park Act. As our first national park of the sea, made up of 1.2 million hectares of water
and more than 30 major island groups, it protects scenery, ecosystems and natural features that are nationally significant for their beauty, uniqueness and scientific value.

Seabirds are among the most visible of marine creatures in the Hauraki
Gulf Marine Park. Here a huge flock of fairy prions and shearwaters feed
on plankton in association with a school of trevally.
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Just how important is the Hauraki Gulf for seabirds?

Breeding grounds in the Marine Park

• The world’s entire population of Buller’s shearwaters breeds on the
Poor Knights Islands.

Poor Knights Is
Boundary of Hauraki Gulf Marine Park

• The world’s entire population of black petrels breeds on Great and
Little Barrier islands.
• The world’s entire population of Pycroft’s petrels breeds on Hen and
Chickens Islands, Poor Knights and the Mercury Islands.

Mokohinau Islands
(Pokohinau)

• 98 per cent of Cook’s petrels breed on Little Barrier Island.

Hen and Chicken Islands

• Over 20 species of seabirds breed in the wider Hauraki Gulf,
including species endemic to northern New Zealand.
Little Barrier Is
(Hauturu)
Goat Is
Mahuki Is

• About a third of the world’s 350 seabird species have been seen in
northern New Zealand waters.

Great Barrier Is
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Tokatu Point
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Flying in from the dead: the rediscovery of an ‘extinct bird’, the New Zealand storm
petrel, in 2003 and numerous subsequent sightings of these enigmatic little seabirds
over consecutive summers in Hauraki Gulf waters has led to speculation that it breeds
in the vicinity. The eradication of pests from these islands has been crucial to the
return of this species.

“

In the late afternoon Cook’s petrels gather in large
numbers within several kilometres of the island (Little
Barrier/Hauturu). Many are grouped in rafts resting on
the sea, a good number are flying, that scything, arcing
flight so typical of gadfly petrels. Some indulge in display
chases and calling. After dark they fly towards the island,
their calls loud, amplified across the water, all the time
orientating themselves towards their nest sites. Once over
land their calls echo across valleys and ravines; giving
scale to the darkened landscape. Sometimes, when it’s still
enough, you can hear their wing beats, delicate like a
hum. In the forest of kauri, beech, tawa, rata, the petrels
enter the canopy or crash through small branches and
leaves, sometimes landing with disarming thuds. On the
ground birds shuffle across the forest floor, scrambling over
obstacles, finding their burrows with remarkable certainty.
Their night-time calling mixes with morepork, kiwi, kaka
and sometimes tui, saddleback and hihi.¹

chicks fledge, many travel across the Pacific Ocean but return to
the Gulf to breed.

Islands and seabirds on the rebound
The sheltered coves and harbours of the Hauraki Gulf Marine
Park make it an ideal place for sailing, motoring, fishing and
other recreational pursuits. Many of the Gulf ’s inhabited islands
are close to the mainland. Others that are more remote, wild
or uninhabited by humans are managed as nature reserves. The
maritime world, particularly of the outer Gulf, is one in which
the weather, sea conditions, tides and the patterns and presence
of marine life are constantly changing. There is nothing tame
about the marine park’s Mokohinau, Cuvier and Mercury
Islands, Little Barrier Island/Hauturu – with its high-forested
ridges, razorbacks and deep ravines – and the nearby Poor
Knights and Hen and Chickens island groups.

”

Global hotspot for seabirds
The Gulf is home to gulls, terns, gannets, penguins and shags,
and also attracts the less familiar shearwaters, petrels, prions,
storm petrels and albatrosses. The flight, diving ability and
body shape of seabirds enable them to live at sea, catching and
feeding on marine animals, and dealing with salt ingested from
the environment. Fast-flying albatrosses, petrels and shearwaters
can forage for food over hundreds, and sometimes thousands, of
kilometres offshore, coming ashore only to breed. When their

PRODUCED BY

The Gulf ’s seabirds face dangers both on land and out at
sea. Larger petrels and some shearwaters routinely get caught
and killed in fishing gear, while on land seabirds are vulnerable
to rats, cats, stoats, dogs and sometimes predatory birds like
harriers, gulls, pukeko and weka.
The populations of petrels and shearwaters were once so
abundant they provided important food for Maori, as they did
for mariners and settlers elsewhere in the world. But over the
years, predation and habitat loss have seen seabird numbers
plummet. Today, seabird strongholds are confined to predatorfree islands, small islets and isolated stacks. It is only recently
that islands and headlands around the Hauraki Gulf have been

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

cleared of cats, rats and other predators – first Cuvier and Little
Barrier in the 1960s and 1970s and most recently, Rangitoto and
Motutapu – and bird populations are returning, notably smaller
petrels and shearwaters, diving petrels and storm petrels. The
islands and productive waters of the Hauraki Gulf have since
become even more important globally as a seabird habitat.

Finding food and raising chicks

within colony sites. Some follow their courtship and mating
with a mass pre-laying exodus during which the female birds
feed to develop their eggs. They return to their colony to lay.
This is followed by a period of incubation and then chick-rearing
periods of up to six months. Most seabirds live for 20 to 60 years
and some may not return to breed until they are 6-7 years old.
Breeding pairs form bonds lasting many years.

Finding food
Finding food at sea, as any fisher knows, is seldom easy. Prey can be
patchily distributed and seabirds adopt a range of strategies to locate
and catch prey.
• Pattering – storm petrels, prions
• Plunging – gannets, terns
• Pursuit plunging – shearwaters, petrels, diving petrels, blue
penguins, gannets

Protection of seabirds

• Surface seizing – petrel species, shearwaters, prions, gulls, terns
• Dipping – terns, gulls
• Scavenging – albatross species, petrel and shearwater species, gulls
• Piracy – skuas, gulls, flesh-footed shearwater
Some seabirds also feed in association with schools of fish, like kahawai,
kingfish and trevally. Petrel species are predominantly nocturnal feeders
feeding mainly on squid.
Photo © Jon Irvine

Finding food at sea, as any fisher knows, can be challenging,
with prey often patchily distributed. But the Gulf is incredibly
productive. In spring, blooms of phytoplankton and zooplankton
attract conspicuous numbers of fish, whales, dolphins and seabirds.
Seabirds forage throughout the Gulf, adapting to the changing
conditions with a range of strategies to locate and catch prey:
some plunge, dive or pursue their prey underwater; others feed
from the surface. A number of species feed on plankton and
small fish in association with schools of kahawai, kingfish and
trevally. Petrels mainly feed at night on squid.
Some seabirds rarely feed in the Gulf itself. Cook’s petrels from
Little Barrier Island often forage off East and North Capes, and
far out into the Tasman Sea. Grey-faced petrels, winter breeders
on northern islands, fly across the Tasman to the east coast of
Australia or northwards towards the Pacific Islands and bring
back food for their chicks.
Seabirds breed in a variety of habitats and at different times of
the year, completing their breeding cycles over several months.
They return to colonies in the Gulf to excavate their burrows,
usually the same one used the year before, or claim prize spots

SPONSORED BY

All New Zealand seabirds are protected under the Wildlife
Act 1953. Those nesting on offshore islands administered by
Department of Conservation have further legal protection under
the Reserves Act 1977.

“

South of Groper Rock we start to see small diving
petrels. Initially birds flying past, that straight-line,
frenetic, buzzy-bee flight so typical of this group. Some
bounce across the waves, skipping stones, then diving or
plunging with a sudden ‘plop’ and disappearing. Others are
erupting from the water as we see more and more... Many
are visible swimming (flying) through the clear water just
under the surface, or located by bubble trails before their
heads appear when they came up for air or take flight, an
extraordinary sight at such close range.¹

”

Terns, gulls, shags and gannets feed at sea but come ashore to roost and nest on rocks, grassy slopes, trees and on sand and shell islands. This photo shows gannets at the
Mokohinau Islands.

¹ Chris Gaskin’s nature diary.
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