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1 Purpose of this Document 

This document provides guidance on how to obtain the exemptions/permits in the 
Auckland Region that are required to: 

a. undertake research related to kauri and/or collect kauri seeds and/or other material 

b. undertake research, seed collection or cultural harvesting not directly related to kauri, 
but that occurs in the Waitākere Ranges and/or the Hunua Ranges. 

2 Background 

Kauri dieback disease is a serious threat to New Zealand’s kauri and kauri ecosystems. 
It is caused by a microscopic soil-borne organism called Phytophthora agathidicida 
(PA), which is spread through soil and water.  The disease eventually kills the kauri it 
infects, and there is no known cure at present. 
Legal and regulatory measures are in place to prevent the pathogen from spreading:  
• Phytophthora agathidicida is an Unwanted Organism1 (UO) under the Biosecurity Act 

1993.  This means that a permit from the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) is 
required to handle this organism. 

• In 2018, the Ministry for Primary Industries declared parts of the Waitākere and 
Hunua Ranges to be Controlled Areas (CANs) for the purpose of managing kauri 
dieback (Appendix 1 and Appendix 2).  This means that movements of ‘soiled’ 
goods2, soil and plant material into or out of the specified areas are prohibited.  An 
exemption permit is required to bring these materials into the Hunua Ranges, and 
into and out of the Waitākere Ranges. 

• The Auckland Regional Pest Management Plan 2020 – 2030 (RPMP) sets out rules 
and regulations for the management of unwanted organisms within the Auckland 
Region.  It includes rules for the management of Phytophthora agathidicida stating 
that ‘no person shall distribute, move or release kauri dieback disease in Auckland’ 
(Rule 7.7.5.2.1) and that ‘no person shall move any untreated kauri plant material, 
soil, or goods contaminated with soil, into or out of an area within three times the drip 
line of any New Zealand kauri tree, unless the purpose of the movement is to dispose 

 
1  Unwanted organism means any organism that a chief technical officer believes is capable or potentially capable of causing 

unwanted harm to any natural and physical resources or human health; and 
(a) includes— 

(i) any new organism, if the Authority has declined approval to import that organism; and 
(ii) any organism specified in Schedule 2 of the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996; but 

(b) does not include any organism approved for importation under the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 
1996, unless— 
(i) the organism is an organism which has escaped from a containment facility; or 
(ii) a chief technical officer, after consulting the Authority and taking into account any comments made by the 

Authority concerning the organism, believes that the organism is capable or potentially capable of causing 
unwanted harm to any natural and physical resources or human health. 

2  Goods must be free of all visible soil. 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0095/latest/link.aspx?id=DLM386556#DLM386556
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0095/latest/link.aspx?id=DLM381221
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0095/latest/link.aspx?id=DLM381221
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of the material at an Auckland Council approved containment landfill’ (Rule 
7.7.5.2.2).  Any activities that contravene these rules require an exemption permit. 

• Any work, research or similar activities that are undertaken on Auckland Council land 
such as regional and local parks require landowner permission.   
In regional parks, a permit is required to use or occupy a regional park for: 
o research purposes 
o stream testing field work 
o collecting plants or seeds. 
All other Auckland Council parks (local parks) are subject to landowner permission 
issued by Auckland Council Land Advisory Services on behalf of the relevant Local 
Board. For local parks, an application fee applies. 

While it is essential that research, especially kauri-related research, is undertaken that 
could help to manage and possibly cure kauri dieback, this must be done in a way that 
prevents further spread of the disease.  To this end, both MPI and Auckland Council 
require that research activities and fieldwork are well documented, and clearly describe 
how the spread of kauri dieback can be prevented. 

3 Application Processes 

The type of exemption/permit required depends on the nature of the research, seed 
collection or cultural harvesting activity and the location in which these occur (Figure 1). 

3.1 Research, seed collection and related activities that involve kauri 
and/or kauri dieback  

In the Auckland Region, any activity that involves the movement of kauri material and/or 
soil that may be contaminated with Phytophthora agathidicida requires the following 
permits: 
• Permit to move unwanted organisms (UOs) under s52 and s53 of the Biosecurity Act 

1993.  The application form can be downloaded from the MPI website. 
• Exemption from the Auckland Regional Pest Management Plan 2020-2030 (RPMP).  

This application form can be downloaded from the Auckland Council RPMP 
webpage. 

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/biosecurity/how-to-find-report-and-prevent-pests-and-diseases/handling-unwanted-organisms/
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/topic-based-plans-strategies/environmental-plans-strategies/Pages/regional-pest-management-plan.aspx
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/topic-based-plans-strategies/environmental-plans-strategies/Pages/regional-pest-management-plan.aspx
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Figure 1: Requirements for permits and exemptions for research, seed collection or cultural harvesting activities in the Auckland Region 

 

 

Are you undertaking research, seed collection or 
cultural harvesting that directly involves kauri 

and/or kauri dieback disease on 
Auckland Council land?

NO

YES

Are you undertaking research, seed collection or 
cultural harvesting on 

Auckland Council land?

You will require:
 Landowner permission from 
Auckland Council for activities in 

regional and/or local parks.

You will require:
 An exemption from the Controlled Area 
Notices (CANs) for the purpose of managing 

kauri dieback
 Landowner permission from Auckland 

Council for activities in regional parks.

You will require:
 A Permit to move unwanted 

organisms (UOs) under s52 and s53 
of the Biosecurity Act 1993.  

 An Exemption from the Auckland 
Regional Pest Management Plan 

2020-2030 (RPMP). 
 Landowner permission from 
Auckland Council for activities in 

regional and/or local parks.
You will require:

 A Permit to move unwanted organisms (UOs) 
under s52 and s53 of the Biosecurity Act 1993.  
 An Exemption from the Auckland Regional 

Pest Management Plan 2020-2030 (RPMP).  
 An exemption from the Controlled Area 
Notices (CANs) for the purpose of managing 

kauri dieback.
 Landowner permission from Auckland 

Council for activities in regional parks.

Are these activities taking place in the Waitākere 
and/or Hunua Ranges?

YES

YES

NO Are these activities taking place in the Waitākere 
and/or Hunua Ranges?

YES

NO

In the Waitākere Ranges when goods, soil 
and/or plant material are brought into and 

removed from the area.

In the Hunua Ranges when goods, soil 
and/or plant material are brought into the 

area.  
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landowner.
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Depending on the location of your research, the following other permits will be required: 
• In the Waitākere and/or Hunua Ranges, an exemption from the Controlled Area 

Notice(s) (CAN) will be needed.  Please identify this in your RPMP exemption 
application as these can be processed simultaneously.  

• If your research is on regional parkland you will need a permit to use or occupy a 
regional park for research purposes and fieldwork.  There are three forms applying to 
different aspects of research, which can be downloaded from the Auckland Council 
Licenses and Regulations – Research in Regional Parks webpage. 

• For research activities in local parks, landowner approval is required from Auckland 
Council’s Land Advisory Services Team.  The application form and landowner 
approval checklist can be downloaded from the Auckland Council Licenses and 
Regulations - Landowner Approval webpage. 

Figure 2 provides an overview of these permits, the regulatory agency responsible for 
issuing them and information about sourcing the relevant application forms and where to 
submit them. 
The required information is similar for all processes, and the agencies/Council 
departments involved liaise with each other to ensure that applications can be processed 
speedily and efficiently.  While there is no statutory timeframe for processing the 
applications and issuing the permits, both MPI and Auckland Council aim for a maximum 
processing time of 20 working days.  

3.2 Research, cultural harvesting, seed collection and related 
activities in the Waitākere Ranges and/or the Hunua Ranges 

As noted above, both the Waitākere and Hunua Ranges are subject to a Controlled Area 
Notice. The provisions of these notices differ slightly.  Under section 131(3)(a) of the 
Biosecurity Act 1993: 
a) No goods may be brought into, or removed from, the Controlled Areas (in the 

Waitākere Ranges) unless they are free of all visible soil. 
b) No soil or plant material (other than food items and personal effects made of plant 

material) may be brought into, or removed from, the Controlled Areas (in the 
Waitākere Ranges). 

This means that any research, cultural harvesting and seed collection in the Waitākere 
Ranges that involve the removal of plant material and/or soil requires: 
• An exemption from the Controlled Area Notice(s) (CAN).  This application form can 

be downloaded from the Auckland Council Kauri Dieback webpage.  
• Landowner permission for: 

o using or occupying regional parks for research purposes 
o using or occupying regional parks for the purposes of collecting plants or seeds 
These application forms can be downloaded from the Auckland Council Licenses and 
Regulations – Research in Regional Parks webpage. 

https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/licences-regulations/commercial-activity-park/Pages/apply-research-seeds-plants-regional-park.aspx
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/licences-regulations/commercial-activity-park/Pages/apply-research-seeds-plants-regional-park.aspx
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/licences-regulations/Pages/landowner-approvals.aspx
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/licences-regulations/Pages/landowner-approvals.aspx
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/environment/plants-animals/protect-trees-disease/protect-our-kauri-trees/Pages/what-we-are-doing-about-kauri-dieback.aspx
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/licences-regulations/commercial-activity-park/Pages/apply-research-seeds-plants-regional-park.aspx
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/licences-regulations/commercial-activity-park/Pages/apply-research-seeds-plants-regional-park.aspx
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In the Hunua Ranges, a Controlled Area Notice exemption will only be required if goods, 
soil or plant material (other than food items and personal effects made of plant material) 
are brought into the Controlled Areas.  However, landowner permission for the above 
activities will still be needed. 
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Figure 2: Overview of permits/exemptions and application information 
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4 Required Information 

To enable MPI and Auckland Council to assess the risks and merits of the proposed 
activity and grant the required permits, the following should be submitted with the 
application: 

• A comprehensive research plan detailing the objectives and proposed activities. 
• A Kauri dieback risk assessment. 
• A Kauri dieback management plan specifying the measures that will be taken to 

minimise the spread of Kauri dieback. 
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