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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: A rates rise below inflation simply kicks the 
investment needed in Auckland down the road to future councils, future generations.   

The cuts that will affect community services, and the organisations that the Council provides small amounts of funding to, 
to provide youth, community, environment and arts&amp;culture events and programmes, will disproportionately affect 
the young, the elderly, the poor, and the marginalised in our communities.  

As Auckland recovers from Covid, we need investment in our social infrastructure, the things that bring us together.  As 
we deal with the effects of climate change and a growing population, we need investment in our physical infrastructure.   

I note the Council CEO said a 13.5% rates increase would mean an extra $6.50 a week for the average residential 
ratepayer.  As an average residential ratepayer, I think our city is worth the extra 6.50. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: My understanding is that the benefit in a reduction in debt servicing would be well off-set by the dividends 
the airport is likely to deliver as domestic and international travel and tourism picks up. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: A rates increase at least to match inflation should be the starting point.  A 13.5% increase that means an 
extra $6.50 a week to the average residential ratepayer would be more realistic in terms of meeting the city's current and 
emerging needs, and avoid 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:Is $20 million sufficient?  Higher rates and increased debt would allow sustainable investment in the climate-
change protection Auckland will increasingly need. 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: The board is doing a pretty good job, and is responsive to its community.  i trust them to make good 
decisions, and I think their funding should be increased at least to match inflations. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  

Tell us why these are most important to you: The local board should have an increase in funding, at least to match 
inflation, so that all these important priorities can be addressed. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? No. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

In a city in which billions of dollars worth of land is rented at peppercorn rentals by golf clubs, most of which effectively 
function as private country clubs serving a tiny minority of Aucklanders, it is absurd that Council is not raising the rents of 
t 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions? 
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Need to cut wasteful spending within the 
council itself- office upgrades and other absolutely wasteful spending over the years is a disgrace to the council. Rates 
rises penalise our senior citizens who have been hit by multiple rates increases over the years. An increase in rates 
should only come with an actual increase in deliverables to aucklanders. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Other 

Tell us why: Why is increasing rates always part of this??! Could sell a portion and not raise rates. 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: Sick of council rates increases with no improvement in services or clawbacks.

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why: 

5. Local Boards

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai 
Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you: 
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Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Council buildings, wasteful 
within council spending, food, councilor pay, consultant fees 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Aucklanders have been penalised for the last 5-10 years for council mismanagement, wasteful spending, office 
upgrades, etc. We are sick of it. No to rate rises 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 25617 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:Focus on planning changes to mitigate future risk. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Environmental education e.g. Schools treasuring Waiōrea, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low 
Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: The council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Albert-Eden Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community development and support, Local arts programmes, 
Community climate action and sustainability 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? All areas should have food waste collection available. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

All of these things are what make Auckland a great place to live. Not only would these budget cuts ruin people’s 
livelihood, it would make Auckland a less desirable place to live and take away opportunities from young people before 
they even get the chanc 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: No longer reduce number of public transport 
services and directly provide early childhood education services. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Sell golf courses instead 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why:Watercare has already bugeted long term plans 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Without funding many community organisations and facilities will wither. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Sell Remuera golf course, preferably to the government for public housing 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 25678 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

CULTURE IS BUSINESS - events bring people together and keep the city thriving.  

When tourists visit our city they want to experience our culture and events, visit our theatres, art galleries, restaurants 
and parks.   

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities. 

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why: 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why: 

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  
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Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:Increase the rates for the corporate sector with accelerated profit margins such as the banks.   We all know 
we have to pay, but loading it all on the low &amp; average wage earners doesn't stack up against the huge profits some 
corporates are making and 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: It's a very difficult list to prioritise because they are all important.  It's 
important to support organisations that are providing support for the community. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 
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• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I refuse to believe that anyone living in this 
city is looking around and thinking, 'I love it -- but we need fewer buses and less art.' Auckland Council is not a business 
and should not be run as such. Profit for the sake of profit whilst gutting our beautiful city of everything that makes it 
exceptional will not end well for anyone. You will drive the people have been elected to serve out of their city, reducing 
your own rates and killing the beautiful opportunities this city provides. It is utterly baffling to me that people are looking 
at this city and believing that *less* funding is what we need. We could invest in the people, in their cultures and creativity 
and community and accessibility and wellbeing. We could provide services that give people their greatest quality of life 
possible. We could address the real issues and concerns that people have living in this city -- cost of living and public 
transport being two elephants in the room here. Or we could tighten the purse strings, sneer at anyone who dares ask for 
the city they live in to serve them, and let this opportunity pass us. Nothing screams out-of-touch like the cynical, profit-
driven routing of services that actively improve people's lives while people suffer. Shame on Auckland Council for 
proposing this.  Shame on anyone who cannot look beyond spreadsheets and numbers to see what these reductions will 
do. You have no city without its inhabitants. Pull your heads out your arses and think about what this means on practical 
terms for our vulnerable communities -- our young, unhoused, ethnic minority, and LGBTQIA+ communities. People with 
barely the access to the community support they need in the first place. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Your mandate is to serve -- do so. Do so instead of gutting the vestiges of community support, art, culture, public 
transport, and education. Do the right thing, not by Mayor Brown's spreadsheet, but by the hoi polloi he must glare at on 
his way home from work at three pm. For the people just trying to make a better life for themselves and theirs in a time 
that is difficult enough for people as is. For the people whose lives will be disadvantaged in material ways by budget 
reductions no one asked for. And make no mistake -- it will kill people. At the very, very least, get the principles of panem 
et circenses right. Don't bloody gut the circenses. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: This does not seem particularly fiscally savvy, but go for gold. 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

Based on your own assumptions and modelling, the highest possible rates increase that you investigated (&gt;13%) 
would fall well within the boundaries of what you consi

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  
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What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:The climate crisis has only just begun. We lost twenty New Zealanders to storms and flooding last month. 
We must accept this is the reality we live in, in no small part to local and central government budgets that put profit 
ahead of the livelihood and sa 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: Again, I do not believe a single person has looked at their local board and thought, 'yup, they're being 
funded too much.' Take a look at yourselves and what you are doing to people and communities. The Waitematā Local 
Board priorities are among the only 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action 
and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: They all are. Shame for only allowing people to select three. Gutting the 
minimal funding designed to positively impact communities is not inevitable. It is a conscious, premeditated decision -- to 
what end? Certainly not helping your constituents thrive, 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? No. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? The state of buses in the city is so far below the standard of a city of this size 
*on a good day.* What world do you live in to think we need fewer buses running. This genuinely and utterly blows my 
mind. It reeks of cruelty. Thousands of people, myself 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 



  # 25683 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 4 of 1697 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

People. Clearly the people are not a priority for Auckland Council, but they are for me. Your proposals will degrade the 
quality of life of people in your constituency, and they and you will suffer for it. Think, before you go ahead, about lived 
experienc 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The cuts to economic development 
programmes, community services and arts and culture funding will create irreversible damage to sectors and 
communities that cannot afford to be hit again, post-Covid, post-floods and at the beginning of an economic downturn. 
We are experiencing an inequity crisis, and many of the services that will be affected serve lower income, more 
vulnerable communities. Cuts will not only entrench further the economic issues these communities face, but the 
economic wellbeing of our entire city. When arts and culture venues are full, our inner city hospitality venues flourish. 
When everyone has access to ECE services, we know our people can stay in jobs. When we invest in the potential of our 
underserved Pasifika and Māori rangatahi, we all benefit from their success. And when disasters hit, we need community 
services in place to help our communities bounce back. 

By cutting a cost on the balance sheet, we may be saving money in the short-term, but the long term costs for our city 
will be far greater.  

We have to be careful of disrupting the delicate (post-Covid) ecosystem of our arts, culture and events landscape. The 
film industry is intrinsically tied to these sectors, such as the use of Tātaki Auckland Unlimited's venues for the New 
Zealand International Film Festival. These activities bring significant economic gains to the city as a whole. 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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The reductions that have been proposed are not serving the long-term wellbeing or prosperity of Tāmaki Makaurau. They 
are shortsighted and have been prepared without enough understanding of the consequences of the cuts, or with enough 
time for careful consultation. The negative impact to the wellbeing of Aucklanders, to social cohesion and our economy 
as a whole will be significant. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
Tell us why: And explore additional target rates. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I am hugely concerned about the impact the proposed budget will have on the liveability and wellbeing of our city, 
particularly on those parts of the community that cannot afford it. 

There should be more time and community consultation taking place for s 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



Tēnā koe, 

Thursday, 23 March 2023 

TĀMAKI MAKAURAU SCREEN SECTOR RESPONSE TO AUCKLAND COUNCIL’S PROPOSED BUDGET 2023 -24 

Screen Production is good business for Auckland. 

Screen Auckland’s 2022 Data Overview shows that: 

- Screen (including production, post-production, and visual effects) is worth $1.523 billion to the Auckland

economy.

- The sector directly employs 8405 people in Auckland, up from 7500 in 2021.

- There are 2322 screen business units located here, 48% of the national screen sector.

Of the $800+ million spend on production in the Auckland region 60% of that, almost half a billion dollars, was 

spent with Auckland businesses – hotels and restaurants, vehicle and equipment hire businesses, all of which did 

it tough during the Covid-19 restrictions.  

In a recent economic impact report of screen production activity in New Zealand¹ less than 40% of spend on a film 

or TV show is screen-industry. Attracting and servicing screen production in Auckland makes very good financial 

sense, for those who work on productions, but even more so for the city as a whole. 

We support the Auckland Plan 2050’s aim that ‘Auckland is prosperous with many opportunities and delivers a 

better standard of living for everyone’. Auckland Council has an economic development plan for the region – the 

most recent of these for 2021-2024 has the objectives of:  

- Attracting people and investment

- Enabling thriving local economies

- Supporting quality jobs and skill development

- Preparing businesses for Auckland’s future

- Infrastructure than enables economic development

- Regulations that enable economic development

Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future. Continuing to support screen directly through Tātaki Auckland 

Unlimited in turn supports the local economy, the hospitality sector, tourism, and retail to generate much needed 

revenue. A thriving city improves social cohesion, wellbeing, and our quality of life. It makes a city more inclusive 

and welcoming. Helps to attract and retain new residents and industry. A thriving city also boosts the local 

economy, creates jobs, and makes for a more prosperous city. 

QUESTIONS 

1. What economic analysis has been done by Council on the impacts these cuts will have on Auckland’s

economy and employment, over the short, medium, and long term?

2. How many Aucklanders’ jobs (outside those at Council and within CCOs) will be at risk, both via direct and

indirect employment?

3. What are the long-term effects of the proposed cuts to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited. On last year’s figures,

the proposed $2 million saving will cost the city $800 million of lost activity. Is that the intended outcome?

Screen production is a dynamic and complex ecosystem, and a change of this magnitude will have long term 

impacts. We are very concerned that the Budget proposals have been prepared without due diligence, and the 

potential negative impact on the future of the screen sector in Auckland has not been properly considered and 

understood. 

¹ Olsberg Report: https://www.nzfilm.co.nz/resources/olsberg-spi-report-economic-impact-new-zealand-screen-production-sector

# 25695



ALTERNATIVE 

We recommend the Auckland City Council continue to invest in its economic development programmes, and to 

increase borrowing and/or raise rates for residential and business ratepayers to cover that cost.  

Other Councils, such as in Wellington, have decided to confront reality with a proposed 13% rates rise to fill the 

shortfall and make the necessary investment in a thriving and resilient city. 

CONCLUSION 

The interconnectedness of the screen sector ecosystem is equivalent to the Auckland City Council’s ecosystem. 

What may look like a small change in one area can have unexpected consequences or impact. The screen sector 

also knows how hard it is to make budgets go the distance. Budgets are always tight and are getting tighter by the 

day. We believe that continuing to invest in story, in people, in culture, in what connects with people’s hearts and 

minds, is the key to success both now and in the future. We believe it will also be the key to the Auckland City 

Council’s continued success – invest, grow, and prosper. 

The signatories of this letter, the representative bodies of the individual screen practitioners and businesses, call 

on you to consider the economic, social and wellbeing impacts of these budget cuts, specifically to Tātaki Auckland 

Unlimited. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Co-Authors 

Film Auckland Inc and SPADA 

Signatories 

Directors and Editors Guild of Aotearoa New Zealand 

DocEdge 

Equity New Zealand | Mana Taurite Aotearoa 

New Zealand Cinematographers Society 

New Zealand Writers Guild | Puni Taatuhi o Aotearoa 

Ngā Aho Whakaari | Māori in Screen 

Pan Asian Screen Collective 

Screen Industry Guild of Aotearoa New Zealand 

Script to Screen 

Women in Film and Television New Zealand 
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The proposal would see cuts the services that 
provide quality of life for rate paying residents of our city. 

The urban sprawl of Auckland is central to the problems being faced by the council when trying to balance the budget. 
So it is disheartening that the proposals see permanently cancellation of hundreds of buses a day and increasing the 
cost of catching them.  Don't do this as there needs to be policies that push resident on to cost effective and frequent 
services. Keeping municipal golf courses open while gutting early childhood and Citizens Advice Bureaus (CABs) is 
disgrace. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Now is not the time to sell as it inks in a low value on an asset that has a higher long run value. 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: A difference between a 5% and a 13% rates rise is small proportion of household income.  The proposed 
cuts would have a negative impact on our ability to meet our obligations in the climate crisis, take services from those 
that need them most and pass on

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Spend now to build resillence for the future.  Spend in a manner that supports higher density living the 
connects to public transport. 

5. Local Boards

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 
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Tell us why: I support; 

a. Continue our most effective water quality and stream restoration projects

b. Continue our most effective ecological contracts, climate change mitigation, volunteer programming, and plantings

c. Maximise our capital renewals to enhance our pu

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream, 
Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles, Local waste minimisation activities e.g. 
Waitematā waste away 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Stopping further damage from our urban sprawl is the priority.  Draw a 
line under this and once that is in place then look undertake restoration of prior damage. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? Charge more for inner city parking to push public transport use and not motor 
powered transport. 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Inner city safety needs to be improved and we need to address public drunkeness that results in our streets being littered 
with broken glass and vomit. 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I do not agree to proceed with reducing 
funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited by $44m, as it will leave the Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tamaki with a bare bones 
budget that won't cover salaries and programming. I do not agree to proceed with cuts to opening hours and do not 
agree with introduction of entry charges. I also do not agree to proceed with reducing access to the arts via cuts to 
regional services, local board funded activities, and regional contestable grants. Artists and our communities will suffer. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: 

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

5. Local Boards

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why: 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
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Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local waste minimisation 
activities e.g. Waitematā waste away 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I do not support cuts to Local Board budgets.  Supporting the growth of 
creative communities through the arts is a key priority for all local boards. We need to invest in our communities if they're 
going to grow and worldwide research shows the arts bring 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Departments should talk to 
each other. Months of road works just finished on Westend road with upgrade of water systems and now they are 
stopping traffic again to build a pedestrian. Surely funding could have been saved to do it all at the same time. Upgr 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? I do not support the introduction of entry charges to the Auckland Art Gallery 
Toi o Tamaki. All evidence shows this results in damage to the gallery through reduced visitor numbers and reduced 
commercial revenue from other gallery-based services. 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



Auckland Council draft budget 2023/2024 
28 March 2023 
Submission:  Do not proceed with reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited, (TAU) as it 
affects the operating budget of the Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki. Do not proceed with 
reduced opening hours or introduction of entry charges at the Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki. 

A public art gallery is an institution for human flourishing, guiding us all to new possibilities as we 
imagine and create more fulfilling lives and thriving communities. Art changes lives and the Auckland 
Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki provides transformational experiences to a diverse audience.  

Cuts already proposed to the Gallery’s operating budget leaves it with a bare bones operating 
budget of $9.5m pa, after shared TAU services fees are deducted. This is compared to $32.2m and 
$18.6m that Auckland Museum and MOTAT received in full respectively in 2022-2023. This 
imbalance between the city’s major cultural institutions leads to a great loss for the city – of 
tangata/people, of access to and care of the art taonga/treasures and of the future creation of 
culture in Aotearoa. And, unbelievably, TAU is expected to propose even more cuts.  

The tangata/people at the Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki believe deeply in the significance of art 
to impact our everyday lives. Their knowledge and experience cannot easily be replaced. Highly 
skilled in developing outstanding visual art exhibitions, public programmes and valuable archives, 
they provide stimulation, education and well-being for all who visit the gallery. Close to 500,000 will 
visit in 2023. (MOTAT, 2022: 100,554 visits, Museum, 2022: 488,553 visits) 

As kaitiaki/guardians, skilled visual art specialists care for the Gallery’s irreplaceable collection. The 
17,000 artworks are our national treasure, owned by the citizens of Auckland, with national and 
international importance. As a leader, the Gallery then attracts bequests, gifts and long term loans. 

Entry charges do not work. There is plenty of data from independent researchers to demonstrate 
that the introduction of entry charges to the Gallery in 2018/19 caused significant harm for the 
gallery – around 30% less visitors, 60% less people joining guided tours and significant losses for the 
Gallery’s other income revenue offerings, such as the shop and the café.  

We strongly advocate for Council to recognise how vital it is to support the very core of the human 
creative spirit in the city through the work of the Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki. The Gallery 
provides opportunities for people to understand and celebrate who they are, were, and might be. A 
well-resourced public gallery is at the heart of a city’s creative economy and can lead change for our 
future.  We need to be able to re-imagine that new future, for our communities and cities as 
creativity is fast becoming one of the most influential forces driving today’s global environment. The 
Gallery plays a vital role in enabling Auckland Council to achieve its goals for the four well-beings, 
social, cultural, environmental and economic, to support a creative, flourishing city. 

The Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki is a world class public art gallery where creative talents can 
shine –let it grow and flourish through an equitable and sustainable funding partnership between 
Tātaki Auckland Unlimited and Auckland Council.  

“We need to build a city where the creative talents of all people are used to foster personal, 
social and economic fulfilment. Culture delivers identity, provides inspiration and delivers 
creative opportunities for everyone. Isn’t this a major aspiration for local and central 
government?”  Robert Gardiner ONZM, CNZM, founder of the Chartwell Trust. 

Yours sincerely, 

___________________________________ 
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I am very concerned about cuts to arts , 
social services, festivals community centres such as community gardens ( where I often volunteer and see the benefit of 
educating and uplifting young people) We need strong connected resilient happy people to get through difficult times and 
help prevent violence and isolation  . Has the council put enough time into cutting waste / finding more efficiencies in 
other areas ? And how does cutting buses help climate change? I don’t think we have been given enough time to consult 
on this. These cuts are wide ranging and will leave our community, arts, and environmental sectors in tatters. We will 
lose lots of talent and experience etc that may take years to build up again.Decisions of this scale should not be made in 
a rushed annual plan process. Aucklanders should be engaged properly, and any major decisions should be delayed 
until the Long Term Plan process!!! 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why: 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: 

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

5. Local Boards

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges
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Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with some proposed 
reductions and increase debt only: 

Do NOT proceed with reduction of Tataki Auckland Unlimited these are cash generating revenues and icons of this city!!! 

Do NOT proceed with reducing regional development because arts and culture enable passive tourism and educational 
opportunities, and reduction of these initiatives negatively impact the poorest of society 

Do NOT proceed with reducing already-reduced transport services because the most economically vulnerable people 
use this and assists with meeting climate targets 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Privatisation of airport facilities will add to overall increase in cost to consumers.  Costs are already 
astronautical due to revenue grabbing initiatives since COVID-related losses. 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: Auckland is already too expensive to live in and the amenities provided to not match the rates paid.  There 
is currently little value in the rates paid.

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:Increase partially (not full $20M) and prioritise initiatives for future proofing and repair. Create new 
standards to be applied all new council infrastructure going forward. BE INNOVATIVE 
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5. Local Boards 

Waiheke Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Council's job is to manage infrastructure and assets.  These should continue to be prioritised as 
well as progressing strategic long-term climate action initiatives.  Needs and aspirations may have to be 
amended to make success accessible. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Environmental programmes and volunteers, Environmental contestable 
grants and pest control, Protection and restoration of local waterways 

Tell us why these are most important to you: These have long-term affects of the viability of the land, preservation of 
use for all Aucklanders (and visitors). 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Local waste minimisation activities 
e.g. Waitematā waste away 

Tell us why these are most important to you: These all are areas that cannot be replicated or delivered by any other 
services than Council.  There should be at least 6 initiatives to keep. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Wayne Brown could 
donate his salary, since he thinks he's a deity.  (No deity needs a salary) 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   
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What do you think of these proposals? CATR has the least amount of information and poorly worded.  Climate actions 
should continue to be prioritised.  Fact (A) above for a 10% increase is too steep and will leave people not reducing 
waste but lead to illegal dumping.  Price by size waste remo 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Wayne Brown's understanding of how to run a complex city is negligent.  While there is definite fat to be removed from 
the budget, including costs associated with AC staffing, increasing debt into revenue generating outcomes would provide 
greater benefit 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Reductions require specific details. This is 
particularly important when it comes to public consultation. The proposed budget cuts relating to community 
development, events/arts/culture, sports and recreation, environmental and historical heritage, local board funding, and 
provisions relating to ECE. Any cut that may impact these sectors needs to be specific and explicit in policy. Otherwise, if 
cuts are applied to the areas as a whole, there are implications which hold the potential to have long-lasting impacts. A 
sense of place may be decreased, and livelihoods may be widely impacted through a decrease in council funding. Not 
only is this negative from an objective position, it further pushes already marginalised communities to the periphery. In 
terms of proposed rate changes, these shift the burden onto the individual consumer as opposed to businesses who 
operate across Auckland. I propose that residential and lifestyle blocks have a minimal increase, if any at all, while 
business properties have an increase in rates. This way disparities already existing will not be exacerbated. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Other 

Tell us why: The sale of shares relating to Auckland Airport pose several threats. If the shares are sold, there is a risk of 
privatisation occurring. Privatisation not only takes say away from the Auckland population, it also represents a hurdle in 
Māori expressing t 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: It is understandable that the council wishes to make changes to both debt and rates. However, by 
increasing rates (as proposed) there is possibility for the daily lives of individuals to be negatively impacted. Current 
disparities may be reinforced and pe 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
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interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Austerity does not work. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable): Community-Led Design Group for Ponnsonby Park, the new civic space at 254 
Ponsonby Road. 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Auckland International airport is a strategic asset and should be retained. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
Tell us why: Property values have increased at a high rate so owners can afford more rates. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:We must plan for a future of greater climate change impacts, including managed retreats and more resilient 
infrastructure such as the new civic space at 254 Ponsonby Road - aka Ponsonby Park. This all needs reliable and ring-
fenced funding. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: The WLB needs to continue to advocate for Ponsonby Park, the new civic space at 254 Ponsonby Road 
simply because of the overwhelming community support over the past 7 (SEVEN) years that Community-Led Design 
Group has been working on this project on their 



  # 25753 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 3 of 1697 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Climate change mitigation and resilience must feature highly. Phase 
Two of the development of Ponsonby Park, the new civic space at 254 Ponsonby Road, should have been included in 
this list. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? Smaller waste bins should be incentivized. People who already deal with their 
food waste via worm farms for example should also be rewarded and incentivized. Not all solutions need a central 
solution. People can be empowered and motivated (nudged) to do s 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Develop Ponsonby Park, the new civic space at 254 Ponsonby Road, now. Phase One is already fully funded with the 
funds ringfenced as they came via an endowment property sale. Then ensure that Phase Two is quickly enabled to 
provide this important communit 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Proceed with the proposed reductions 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: Reducing funding to 
Tātaki Auckland Unlimited, Reducing regional services, Reducing local board funded activities, and Reducing regional 
contestable grants.  

Do not support the proposed spending reductions. The reduction in funding will have a long term negative impact on 
community well-being, safety and resilience and does not respond to the climate emergency.  

Do not support the proposed reductions and instead support unfreezing the Water Quality and Natural Environment 
Targeted Rates, increasing borrowing, and increasing general rates at least to the rate of inflation (rather than the 
proposed 4.66% increase)    

Request council maximise alternative sources of funding such as increasing on street parking charges and the 
introduction of charges at Park &amp; Rides.    

Do not support proposals to permanently cancel many hundreds of buses a week nor the proposal to increase the costs 
of public transport fares.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Do not support cuts to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited’s facilities and services: the Auckland Art Gallery, the ZOO, the 
Maritime Museum; Auckland Live; the Bruce Mason Centre and the Stadiums 

Do not support the proposed cuts to funding to community, culture, regional events, economic development and social 
services; the cuts to Citizens Advice Bureaus (CABs), or the proposal to halve Local Board discretionary spending which 
may result in cuts to library hours, grants, events, environmental projects, Movies in Parks, Anzac Day services, 
community gardens support, youth funding and much more. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Once these shares are gone, this asset can no longer be leveraged or support future revenue raising for 
Council. 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Auckland Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. Based on 
Auckland Council’s assumptions and modelling, the highest possible rates increase that they investigated (&gt;13%) 
would fall well within the boundarie

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  



  # 25755 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 3 of 1697 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It is critically important for us to invest in stormwater infrastructure, especially in light of recent extreme 
weather events. Lives were tragically lost. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: We need to invest in our communities if they're going to grow. We're still recovering from COVID, floods 
and cyclones. Losing these initiatives will further compound the hurt our communities are feeling. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Community climate action and sustainability 
e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? All areas should have food waste collection available. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Support Council adopting an alternative budget that invests in Auckland’s recovery, community well-being and climate 
action; this is not the time for austerity 

Support the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2023/2024 

Support renewals and all new in 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?   

Organisation (if applicable): Heart of the City 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt?  
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms?  

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   
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Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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AUCKLAND COUNCIL ANNUAL BUDGET 2023/24 - HEART OF THE CITY SUBMISSION 
March 2023 

Heart of the City (HOTC) is the business association for Auckland’s city centre, and we represent the 

interests of businesses and property owners. We are committed to the growth and success of the 

city centre as a vibrant, accessible, safe, and welcoming urban community.  

The city centre is of regional importance. It contributes 20% of Auckland’s GDP and 7.5% of New 

Zealand’s GDP. One in 6.5 Auckland jobs are in the city centre, with more than 146,000 jobs and 36,000 

residents.  

We support a budget package that sharply reduces Auckland Council’s group operating costs. 

However, we do not support a budget that cuts spending on marketing our city internationally and 

attracting business, investment and events; nor a budget that will adversely impact our publicly 

funded attractions and community facilities; the ability of community organisations to affordably hire 

publicly funded facilities; social services; and maintenance service levels.  

These activities are what makes Auckland a ‘vibrant’ place in which to live. A harsh austerity budget 

will be detrimental to the city’s recovery from three years of COVID-19 disruptions. 

HOTC notes that there could be opportunities for the City Centre Targeted Rate (CCTR) to support 

appropriate initiatives in the city centre if funding is not secured from other sources. These will need 

to be reviewed and prioritised through the Auckland Centre City Centre Advisory Panel, which we 

believe is soon to be re-established.   

In summary, we want to see expenditure on growth and community initiatives retained at an 

appropriate level this year while a sustainable way to grow tourism-related and other funding is 

secured; and more extensive cuts in the cost of operating the Council group. 

(1) Operating Costs Reductions

What is your preference on the proposed operation costs reductions? 

Other – Do not proceed with some of the reductions and instead look at further efficiencies and 

more innovation within the Council group to reduce costs.  

Tell us why, and which reduction you would not proceed with, if any. 

Along with some of our BID colleagues, we believe greater savings can be made with a rate-payer 

mindset and culture of efficiency introduced across the council group.   

For example, we would like to see integrated planning across the group; stronger procurement 

practice with performance standards set and managed in contracts, with penalties for late delivery 

and poor performance; and we wholeheartedly support combining back-office services. 
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There are some areas we do not want to see cut and these are outlined below. 

Auckland Council: 

Regional Arts and Culture Grants/Regional Events Grants:   

We do not support the removal of these grants as it will be mean that certain activity such as the 

popular Readers and Writers festival and city centre venue the Basement Theatre will no longer 

receive funding that they have previously received, resulting in risk to our city centre’s cultural 

experiences which contribute to our overall vibrancy and appeal.  

Maintenance Service Levels:  

We understand that there may be risks to general service levels including for public realm 

maintenance along with graffiti removal. The city centre has previously been allocated higher service 

levels, which in part recognises its regional importance. Through COVID-19, the city centre 

experienced reduced service levels and as a result there was considerable negative feedback about 

the city centre which impacted our perceptions and visitation. Through this budget process it is 

important to maintain the standard of service levels that have been set for the city centre.   

Council coordination and funding of homelessness initiatives: 
Without the benefit of full central government funding to coordinate and fund initiatives that 

support people in need, the proposal to remove these services from Auckland Council along with 

funding to support social agencies in Auckland would result in a rollback of progress made to date in 

addressing homelessness and other issues. For example, outreach performs an important function to 

connect people in need to social services and Council funding contributes to this service, particularly 

in the city centre. Given the concentration of such issues in the city centre, we are concerned this 

will mean fewer people will be connected with services and this could have negative impacts on the 

city centre. We ask that these services continue while discussions take place with central 

government to increase funding. 

Auckland Transport: 

HOTC would like Auckland Transport to increase not maintain (as is proposed) the current level of 

public transport (PT) services (as of December 2022). Despite positive uptake of PT usage into the 

city centre since COVID, we believe that the current service levels are not adequate, will not support 

PT growth, nor give Aucklander’s confidence that PT is an efficient mode to travel. Affordable, 

reliable public transport is critical – this will encourage people back into their offices, enable mode 

shift as well as reduce emissions. Not enabling service levels to ‘get back to even normal’ is not a 

positive outcome for Auckland.  

Tātaki Auckland Unlimited: 

Work is underway to ensure a sustainable model is in place to support tourism investment and 

events in Auckland. This work is urgent. 
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HOTC does not support the funding reductions proposed for Tātaki Auckland Unlimited. Instead, 

we ask that sufficient budget is maintained while alternative sustainable funding is secured.  

There would be wide ranging impacts if the budget as proposed was to be implemented – on 

visitation and spend, international profile and reputation, business attraction, investment and 

economic growth initiatives, and missed opportunities for the future.  

The marketing of “Auckland Inc” sits within the scope of council’s core services - no other entity has 

the single-minded focus and ‘ownership’, to position our brand internationally.  

We also do not support the proposed reduction of programming and/or opening hours for regional 

facilities including the Auckland Art Gallery and the Maritime Museum, both of which support the 

city centre visitor economy. Ensuring these facilities remain free of charge will mean they are 

accessible for all Aucklanders, regardless of income. 

Furthermore, we already receive feedback from arts and community organisations that it can be 

challenging and expensive to utilise council owned city centre facilities.  If it becomes more 

expensive, as proposed under this budget, we are concerned that some will not come here, which 

will be a tangible loss for the city centre and for those who value these activities. 

Eke Panuku: 

HOTC notes the proposed deferral of the capital investment programme which will impact the 

planned investment for the regeneration in the waterfront in the 2022/2023 and 2023/2024 year. 

HOTC does not want to see a reduction in planned investment in placemaking and activation for 

the Wynyard Quarter/Waterfront Area, nor the required levels of service for security in the area 

being compromisedin the. 

Supporting a safe waterfront area and ensuring there are ongoing public activities that create 

reasons to visit the area, for a diverse audience, brings wider economic and social benefits to the 

area – including business, worker, and visitor attraction. 

HOTC notes there could be other opportunities to support some of this activity if general rates are 

reduced.  

(2) Managing rates and debt

Rates:  

HOTC has similar position to other BID colleagues. It is difficult to provide a specific figure as our 

members have different views. However, there are some key principles we can submit on. 

Value for money and ensuring the needs of our members are met remains of paramount 

importance. This has not been the case consistently and our views on improving the focus on 

ratepayer needs and improving efficiencies in the Council group will help to address this. 
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Alongside other BIDS, we do not support pausing the long-term differential strategy. The intention 

of the strategy is for the share of general rates paid by business properties to be made fairer. However, 

every time there is a budget challenge, Auckland Council pauses the long-term differential strategy.  

In terms of rates, we would not support general rates going higher than inflation and to help offset 

this we support Council’s proposal to reduce the Natural Environment Targeted Rate and the Water 

Quality Targeted Rate by around two thirds in the 2023/24 year, and using the money Council has 

already collected from these targeted rates to continue delivering these work programmes. 

We support Council’s approach to be prudent with additional borrowing. 

(3) The Storm Response

We support the proposal to increase the operating budget by around $20 million each year to 

support the repairs and replacements as well as prepare for and respond to future storms.  

It is imperative that investment into critical infrastructure to manage the impact of future storms is 

put in place. Many businesses were seriously impacted, and this must be mitigated for the future.  

However, we think this funding should be ‘ring fenced’ for these purposes. 

(4) Local Board Priorities: Waitemata Local Board (WLB)

WLB has asked in their consultation documents if funding for local activities is reduced, which three 

services do you not want to reduce funding for.  HOTC would not like to see a reduction in services 

for the Ellen Melville Centre, the Central Library, nor loss of funding from local board grants.   

Ellen Melville Centre (EMC): 

The consultation documentation sets out two options for the operations of Ellen Melville Centre 

(EMC) for a six-month period beginning January 2024, this includes Option 1 which sees a full 

reduction and access only for the centre and Option 2 a 20% or 50% reduction of investment 

available for activation and programming.  

HOTC does not want to see a reduction in investment in the EMC. Since opening in 2017, the EMC 

has become an important place of social connection within the city centre. This function supports 

interactions with our city centre community, including workers and local businesses and supports an 

important safety function, bringing ‘eyes and ears’ to Freyberg Place. The EMC’s programming also 

links into the wider city centre programme which HOTC leads or participates in. This contributes to 

bringing vibrancy to the city centre. These benefits would be removed if the centre was only a “hall 

for hire”. 

Going forward, it would be good to consider alternative models for operating the EMC, which may 

be possible with less funding from general rates. 

Central Library: 
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HOTC would also not like to see a reduction in the days that the central library operates as it 

performs an important social function for the various city centre users.  

Local Board and Contestable grants: 

Local Boards offer grants that support artists and other community groups to provide for people in 

their communities. Among other things, we are aware that there are many independent artists 

funded by Local Board grants to put on their shows at the Basement Theatre, an independent city 

centre venue. Losing funding for these kinds of activities would be a loss to the creative spirit of our 

city centre.  

(5) What else is important to you? Or is there anything else you would like to give feedback on?

Heart of the City has for many years funded the City Watch programme in partnership with Auckland 

Council. This programme performs an important role in enforcing the public nuisance and safety 

bylaw. It is also an important element within the overall city centre safety network, working 

alongside our own targeted security, as well as with NZ Police.  

Concerns around safety is one of the barriers to visitation into the city centre and concerns are 

raised by residents, students, businesses and visitors. HOTC is committed to supporting a safe city 

centre, but we cannot do it alone. Given the level of public investment into the city centre, and its 

regional importance, we would like to see Auckland Council investment in this area continued.  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit. 

Viv Beck 

Chief Executive 

Heart of the City 
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Higher general rates Increase and make better use of the funding. Be more accountable. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:We need to, look at what just happened with the Cyclone Gabrielle. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: I oppose reduced cuts in these crucial public and community services. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Protection and restoration 
of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Why not 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? We need more investment in buses, walking and cycleways to reduce cars on 
the road, rather than reduce these services. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Because as a ratepayer I would be 
devastated to see these vital parts of our city diminished. I obviously am aware there are limits on money and am okay 
with efficiencies, but not cuts that hit the core of the our communities. The notion of paying more in rates to retain these 
services are a pill I am happy to swallow - it is the better of two evils. Of course I am aware that we are in a cost of living 
crisis and increases in rates are hard for people to deal with. However a barren and souless city is also an impossible 
vision to comprehend.  

As a society we are becoming more isolated - covid has not helped. Mental health issues are on the rise and these 
proposed cuts seem to be just adding fuel to this fire. Once these things are cut it will be so hard to re-instate and the 
damage will be catastrophic. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: At present no controlling share. So sell and use interest savings to sort out some of deficit. The reason I 
have suggested keeping a reduced stake is so that there is still a voice at the table as decisions are made. Auckland is 
the gateway to NZ - and th 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: Much of the costs of the city at present are due to past underinvestment - so reckon good to share the 
burden over many years. Also currently low debt and able to access favourable interest rates. Having listened to the 
arguments for and against on balanc 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:The city needs it for the future. 
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5. Local Boards

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: Because these are the direct benefits that the local residents appreciate and want 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you: As these support community infrastructure 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Potentially improve 
processes - look to partnerships. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
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Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: To not proceed with any reductions and 
instead unfreeze the Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates, increase borrowing, and maintain the 
general rates package. My whānau and I are active Auckland community members who enjoy venues, events, and 
parks. It brings people together and people to Auckland. I see everyday living in Auckland city the widespread 
homelessness issue. These people neef MORE support not reduced support. It is a diservice to them and our community 
to cut back on them. Bus services are already stretched in Auckland; you need to invest more into 

Them to help the city thrive not cut back. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling what is left of the Auckland Council’s airport shares will have irreversible consequences. While 
selling the shares now brings in a chunk of revenue, all future revenue from dividends is lost along with a share in the 
extensive land airport holdin 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Rate changes, including unfreezing the Water Quality Targeted Rate and the Natural Environment 
Targeted Rate, will generate much needed revenue that can help avoid the proposed cuts. Unfreezing these rates for the 
coming year is estimated to raise over $5 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It is concerning for the health and safety, general wellbeing and financial security of the Auckland 
community. 

Investment is so important right now to get Auckland Council back on track and to prepare the Council for the future. 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: There are a lot of cuts to climate action inaitiatives in our community. After the flood we need to be 
seriously investing in these things. I also do not agree with the cuts to community events such as Grey Lynn Festival etc. 
These are events that bring o 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Protection and 
restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low 
Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: As they bring our community together and these also help to fight 
climate change. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? I suggest that the council could continue to investigate small additional 
charges on tourists to raise money to invest in the long-term economic development of our city 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Auckland Council should be investing now – in tourism, public transport, the arts, and other social services. Investing in 
the city will bring revenue back. 

These investments can be funded through a mix of borrowing and leveraging of rates set out above. 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I would not like to see a reduction in the 
regional services as I believe this really contribute toward the livability of a city. Without a focus on reducing 
homelessness our city quickly becomes quite unpleasant to be around as those in need go without the help they require 
many of which have mental health or addiction issues are then forced to crime. I also believe a focus on the arts and 
events draws people into our city center for events and makes it a pleasant place to be. It is also great stimulus for 
businesses as it draws people into the city for a reason. Community and youth centre's also play a very important part in 
our communities. As they say, "it takes a village." 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
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Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you: As above 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I strongly disagree with Reducing our funding 
to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited, particularly in relation to reducing any funding to the Auckland Art Gallery. The Auckland 
Art Gallery is an important cultural institution for the city and provides a safe space for all Aucklanders (and people 
visiting Auckland) to access art, art history and diverse cultural knowledge. It’s a place where we can learn more about 
each other and broaden our viewpoints by engaging with unique and thought-provoking art. For these reasons it would 
be extremely detrimental to reduce any of the service delivery of the Auckland Art Gallery.  

I am also strongly opposed to maintaining reduced public transport. We are living through human induced climate 
change and we need to be doing everything we can to reduce all carbon emissions - including reducing transport 
emissions. We should be offering more public transport opens not less.  

I am strongly opposed to cutting funding for regional services that support the homeless and other vulnerable people in 
our city.  

I am strongly opposed to cutting early childhood services as this will make like difficult for the parents and children 
currently using these services, some of whom could be vulnerable people. 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: 

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I strongly support any climate change mitigation strategies - these should be prioritised. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Community climate action and sustainability 
e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I strongly support all initiatives that aim to reduce carbon emissions and 
mitigate the effects of climate change. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
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Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I am particularly concerned about reduced 
support of arts and culture programmes and venues. While this support may appear to some as an extravagance in 
difficult times, I beg to differ. Our arts are a reflection of our culture and a defining part of who we are, they 
communicates the uniqueness of Tamaki Makaurau, Auckland as a city, our diverse communities and ethnicities, our 
beliefs and values. As one of the key gateways to New Zealand, Auckland has a critical role to play in this. While there is 
no doubt locals feel more included when they are reflected in the place that they chose to live (and why they might 
accept higher rates), visitors often seek out the arts not only for entertainment, but to better understand and appreciate 
the richness of different places, spaces and peoples. It is also a sector and ecosystem under constant pressure to 
survive. If we fail to continue to support it in the short-term, it will undoubtedly take some time to re-build. We will 
potentially lose our talent, and not realise and support future talent (our youth) who will bring our stories to life in 
contemporary ways. And we will potentially lose some of our performance and arts venues if they cannot source enough 
additional income to stay viable. While I understand addressing this budget hole is a juggling act, there are some areas 
in which we've made much greater investment in recent years that would not be as negatively impacted as arts and 
culture, and areas we would be able to recover more quickly if we were to dial down investment in the short term. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: The airport is the gateway to Auckland and New Zealand, I therefore think it is important for the city to 
retain a level of investment as a shareholder to have a voice and a seat and the decision-making table. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Local waste minimisation activities e.g. Waitematā waste away, Identify additional no / low mow areas in parks and 
reserves 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
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interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: These are vital services for the community 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: None of these cuts should be going ahead. 
We have to support arts and culture, homelessness prevention, public transport, our local screen sector, climate action, 
water infrastructure, our CABs, our libraries, RSA events, access to community venues (including Leys Institute) and 
cheaper fares - these things weave together the fabric of our society. Aucklanders deserve to have access to these 
things.  

Council has to implement a rates increase, engage further borrowing which is well within its means, and unfreeze the 
targeted rates for water and climate (CATR and WQTR). We should not be selling airport shares. We should not be 
making cuts when we have severely under-invested in infrastructure over decades. Auckland Council, and the Mayor, 
must advocate for better central govt funding - especially in consideration of how under funded our local govts are 
compared to others in the OECD. 

Please consider the Better Budget for Auckland which advises further on this. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: We should not be selling these assets, it does not make sense with the value they currently represent and 
that they will grow in value significantly in coming years following pandemic recovery. Makes a lot of sense to keep 
these. We will not be able to ge 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: It is appropriate to increase the rates. It is also necessary to increase borrowing, which is possible with 
current conditions, so that we do not have cuts. At the same time, we have to unfreeze the rates (CATR and WQTR). 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:We have to continue investing in stormwater infrastructure. We know all too well the impacts of climate 
charged weather events and now is not the time to be holding purse strings when we are dealing with a climate crisis on 
our doorstep. 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: We should not be supporting cuts at this time. We have to support arts and culture, homelessness 
prevention should be a primary priority. Continue supporting our local screen sector, climate action, water infrastructure, 
our CABs, our libraries, RSA event 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  

Tell us why these are most important to you: I do not support any of these cuts. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Unfreeze the CATR and WQTR. Increase rates. Increase borrowing. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Land back to mana whenua. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
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Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I believe the proposed level of rate increase 
is too low and that rates should rise by at least 8 percent.  

I do not support the proposed reductions. Auckland needs more public transport, not less. Reduced services are already 
eroding confidence in public transport and risk commuters returning to transport modes with higher emissions. 

The proposed cuts to community and arts funding will devastate the sector and damage the soul of our city. 

Auckland Unlimited investment delivers amazing events and attracts visitors who make the city a more vibrant, more 
enjoyable and ultimately more attractive and prosperous for everyone. It needs the ability to pitch for world-class 
attractions as well as the money to support smaller, local events. These events boost the local economy - our hospitality 
sector, retail and accommodation all benefit.  They make Auckland a city to be proud of. 

Auckland's homeless need more support - not less. Because we can already see on our city centre streets the impact of 
not helping our most vulnerable and it is making the city centre less attractive and less safe. 

Attractions like Auckland zoo need to be accessible for everyone in the city, not just higher decile households. All 
children deserve equality of access to city amenities. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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I do not want to see any cuts in community services or local board funded activities. 

I STRONGLY object to any cuts in funding for Citizen's Advice Bureaux.  It is critical that all Aucklanders have access to 
information to help them to manage their lives - particularly any challenges, but also information about support groups, or 
how to access people with similar interests. The CABs are an essential support for the city's social fabric.  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: I believe the airport is a key strategic asset that needs to operate in the best interests of the residents of 
Auckland. Selling the shares now as the airport starts to recover from the pandemic is particularly poorly timed. Previous 
infrastructure asset 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: I think we need a higher rate increase AND that Auckland can easily afford to borrow more than the 
proposed $75m. 

Rates should rise by at least the level of inflation and probably slightly higher or we will end up in the situation Wellington 
finds itself 

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  
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Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It's a no-brainer. We can't afford not to. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Community 
programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 
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Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

The time frame to comment on this budget has been too short. 

Auckland is an amazing city. What makes it so enjoyable to live in is the vibrant and varied community we share.  Look 
after the people. 

The Auckland Council parks and recreation staff and those 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Many of the items proposed would devastate 
sectors like the arts. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable): NIGHTSONG 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: Resolves some of the deficit ongoing. See little value in having 18% 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: Spread the load. We are currently not carrying huge debt - relative to other cities. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Essential 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: Such a great champion of the area and the creative people that live in it. Matches their priorities 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Community 
programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: Needed to keep an already under threat sector going and these are the 
very things communities need 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Unsure 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I recommend that you do not want to proceed 
with any reductions and want Auckland Council to consider alternatives. Instead I suggest: 

Further central government support Increase borrowing and increased revenue, Not pausing targeted rates, Increase 
parking charges, Introduce new targeted rates, Further increase general rates 

I also recommend that Auckland Council go out and ask how some community services may be delivered di fferently or 
reprioritised to those most in need. 

Auckland Council could take a prioritisation approach, so that communities of greatest social and economic need 
continue to receive some support and/or benefit from greater central government funding uplifts. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling the 18% shares would make our city poorer and we would lose control over this asset 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: There are other options: 

The impact of a minor rates increase has little impact on most people (the price of one co ee per week) 

General rates could be increased a little more, Wellington is currently 13% 

The long-term impacts of council making cuts to se 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:20 million is great but it isn’t enough and needs to be focused on improving natural environment so that we 
achieve our other goals around climate change too 

It is just as important to keep community hubs who provide the “person to person response” in sto 
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5. Local Boards 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: All are equally important reducing funding will negatively impact the community 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Environmental restoration and pest control, Protection and restoration of 
local waterways, Local waste minimisation programmes including construction waste coordination 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Ōrākei Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: All are equally important reducing funding will negatively impact the community 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery, Environmental programme volunteers, 
Arts and culture programmes 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

In the Mayoral Proposal, agreed by the Governing Body, the proposed reduction in operating costs would require the 
Ōrākei Local Board to find $650,000 in savings in 2023/2024 from a discretionary budget of $1.4 million. In the time 
frame available to us this discretionary budget is the only one we can access to make these savings. We have proposed 
where these savings might come from and how they would effect the activities and services we provide in our supporting 
information (pages 158-161) 

.What do you think of the savings we've proposed across our activities and services? Do not support 

Tell us why: All are equally important reducing funding will negatively impact the community 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: All are equally important reducing funding will negatively impact the community 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Protection and restoration 
of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you: All are equally important reducing funding will negatively impact the 
community 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? No 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  
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Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Will destroy the fabric of our city 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Better use of the money. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: Share the costs over several years - as population grows etc - 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Needed 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: They are what make living in this area good. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you: It was hard to choose - but see value particularly in these 
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Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Don't know. Look to 
efficiencies. Reduction in compliance costs 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: It is extremely important that the Council does 
not unintentionally do permanent harm at this fragile social time. I am extremely concerned that the proposed cuts will 
result in ultimately insignificant short term savings while creating serious long term problems.  The proposed cuts in 
funding to cultural amenities including the Auckland Art Gallery and other Council funded art galleries, Objectspace, 
Auckland Libraries, Citizens Advice Bureau and key community events such as Pasifika are extremely concerning. 
These events and social spaces in our city are already  extremely vulnerable. To enhance the health and wellbeing of the 
inhabitants of Auckland we need to nurture cultural and communal spaces and make them more responsive to all 
Aucklanders. To deplete these cultural centres of resources at a time when many are struggling is the worst possible 
outcome. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: Aucklanders are struggling. It is important that rate increases are moderate, however it is also vital that we 
do not do further damage to the city's cultural infrastructure while we invest heavily in capital expenditure designed to 
make Auckland a more r 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
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interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024?  I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours, Community climate action and sustainability 
activities, Environmental education activities 

Tell us why these are most important to you: It is education and learning that will benefit our younger generations. 
That education is going to help our communities grow and adapt to changing political and environmental climates. 
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services would you be prepared to have 
funding reduced for? (i.e. which are least important to you?) Mowing service levels on reserves, Support and 
capacity building for community-led activities (Strategic Partnerships Programme), Community leasing charges 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Local waste minimisation activities e.g. Waitematā waste away 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Proceed with the proposed reductions 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Art gallery’s , orchestras 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Reduce budgets to AT, ports of Auckland, and Eke Paunga groups  

Cut back on cycleways costs at this time 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I find it difficult to understand how a Council 
that claims to be so well led cannot envisage many ways of substantially improving the services it's providing without 
needing to make these cuts. At least 5 out of the kinds of service listed entail highly loaded implications for how 
Aucklanders feel about their city and what it offers them: a day out, and so forth. And in providing these services, Council 
puts means into the pockets of spenders. people who need it very badly indeed. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Our country generally has given in to 'easy street' and its wealth has been alienated through the banking 
system and other sellings off of the 'silverware'. Let its most vibrant and far sighted citizens be seen to call such short-
sightedness a day. The ai 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: Some rates increase, overall, is unavoidable where money has simply lost its value. But, because the most 
vital resource that makes the city what it is (if it isn't mis-managed) is the energetic input of a people who are able to 
make ends meet, those peop 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:What's stated above is true. What also needs to be said is that, whilst making provision for these realities 
(and contingencies) is costly, little if any of it can be done without at the same time providing Council with a further 
opportunity to engage peo 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 
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Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? It's understandable that there's a need to restructure the basis on which 
Council levies rates and raises capital at this time, amidst a serious inflationary 'storm' and some even more wide-
ranging turmoil. To encourage people to be better informed and to 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

To me it seems entirely appropriate that the indigenous people of this country and city are relied on in a particular way in 
the management of Auckland's maunga reserves. They're a very great asset that gives real character to our city and they 
must be tr 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Don't reduce anything! Instead, unfreeze the 
Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates and increase borrowing. Maybe raise parking charges as an 
alternative funding mechanism. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: This would prevent all future opportunities for income from these shares! 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Rate changes will create revenue that can help prevent these cuts. You could also raise rates even more, 
since Auckland rates are pretty low. Increased debt can be a good thing in this important time, and Auckland Council is 
not facing a debt crisis. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It's important to prepare for the future, especially as these extreme weather events are likely to become 
more common. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
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Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action 
and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Buses are important, please do not cut them. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 25928 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I'm a teacher and the proposed cuts to 
education programmes, early childhood education services and youth centres are very alarming to me. And what is a city 
without its cultural programmes and communities? These proposed cuts will only hurt, not help, Auckland and all of us 
who live here. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Local community events e.g. Parnell 
Festival of Roses, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: These operational spending reductions would 
be significantly damaging to Auckland and have a serious impact on arts, communities, and events - exactly the things 
that make Auckland a vibrant city. It's imperative cuts aren't made to the very things that make Auckland a liveable and 
culturally significant city - things that bring Auckland significant amounts of revenue and GDP spending, as well as 
improves the lives of Aucklanders. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 



# 25955

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 2 of 1697 

towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: Fairly indifferent about it, if it saves money now and is more than projected dividends then why not 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Aucklanders have enjoyed low rates for a while, time to pay up for the things that make this city great.

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Obviously. 

5. Local Boards

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
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Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Arts and community events make the city great 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Don't cut community, arts, and climate activities. The Council has the ability to increase rates and debt to fund these. 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 'Do not proceed  with cutting funding to: 

- Tataki Auckland Unlimited

- Reducing regional services

- Reducing local board funded activities

- Reducing regional contestable grants

I do not support these cost reductions. The effect of such reductions in funding will significantly impact the local economy 
and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors in a negative way.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future. 

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 



# 25960

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 2 of 1697 

Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities. 

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: With the markets being so volatile at the moment, selling all shares in such a lucrative investment would be 
unwise. 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: 

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  
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What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:We are in the middle of a climate crisis and are still dealing with the effects from major weather events 
earlier in the year. By not investing in our storm water infrastructure and management, we are setting ourselves up to 
receive another major clean up 

5. Local Boards

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action 
and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why: 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: 

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

5. Local Boards

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Local waste 
minimisation activities e.g. Waitematā waste away 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? 
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: These services are all essential to a well run 
city and supporting residents within it 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: Council should sell assets to reduce debt instead of sacrificing much needed community services. 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: People cannot cope with a rates rise due to high interest rates and living costs.

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:The lack of preparedness for the last storm was appalling. 

5. Local Boards

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
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c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? Start charging properly for use of council owned venues such as the museum 
and art gallery. Subsidised tickets mean that they compete unfairly with private venues, and the council owned ones as 
so good that they will earn serious money for the council. Ma 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Start charging properly for use of council owned venues such as the museum and art gallery. Subsidised tickets mean 
that they compete unfairly with private venues, and the council owned ones as so good that they will earn serious money 
for the council. Ma 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I would not proceed with reducing regional 
services, or direct early childhood care. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: 

3. Managing rates and debt
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle)
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to
put this change on hold for one year

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why: 

4. Storm Response
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

5. Local Boards

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: Investing in the community will keep crime rates lower 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Don't waste money 
decorating for Christmas 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: No reductions. Gutting essential public 
services will cause Auckland long term, generational harm both socially and environmentally, whilst rates are still not in 
line with inflation and e.g. golf courses are not even tabled for budgetary scrutiny. It would be selling out future for a short 
term, surface level ‘benefit’. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: I would rather pay my fair share than see a disproportionate burden placed on those who are the most 
needy in our society through cuts to e.g. homelessness services, early childhood education, and library and community 
services access 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:This should be done in concert with a commitment to address the impact of climate change, because it’s 
extremely ironic to be talking about future storm impacts whilst proposing environmental and climate related cuts 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Why are essential public services being debated as priorities to be cut off from funding whilst no mention is 
made of the almost $3billion of council owned/managed golf courses?  

Why are cuts to e.g. libraries and community groups on the table—both of whi 
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: They are all extremely important, far more so than can be reduced to 
three options 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Golf courses 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I very much hope council doesn’t slash Auckland’s future rather than having a hard look at other, less necessary 
expenditure and raising rates in line with inflation 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The future and prosperity of the city lies with 
its people's well-being and reputation. No cuts should be made to services particularly those supporting less well off 
where it may be difficult, impossible, or even more costly to re-establish them, arts and vibrancy the same, we need to 
get tourists and events back not make them more difficult to attract. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: Rates increase should be in line with inflation at least, which I am more than happy to find for the future of 
the city. But also make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

• Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

• Reducing regional services,  

• Reducing local board funded activities, and 

• Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

When Auckland’s arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These services directly improve social 
togetherness, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and welcoming- helping us to attract 
and retain new residents and influence industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs and make the city more 
prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy- for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors. And it will 
negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: This is not a particularly astute time to sell these shares - at such a low point in the market - and once they 
are gone, these assets can no longer be leveraged or support future revenue raising for Council. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Reducing the Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates by two-thirds is especially 
irresponsible in the wake of substantial damage to our local environments and waterways caused by recent flooding. 
Auckland Council can increase rates and take o 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  
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What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It is important for us to invest in stormwater infrastructure, especially in light of recent extreme weather 
events. After the storm and flooding ion Auckland's Anniversary, it felt like it was up to the community to come together to 
offer support. I had 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: We need to invest in our communities if they're going to grow. We're still recovering from COVID, floods 
and cyclones, as well as inflation making personal endeavours tough. Losing these initiatives will further compound the 
hurt our communities are feeli 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action 
and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: As someone who personally partakes in the events provided by Ellen 
Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū, they are places for a wide range of diverse members of the community to come 
together of all ages. We need to encourage these community programmes, e 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 
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• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 26036 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 'In rebuilding from the significant downturn of 
the pandemic, now is an inopportune time to be making cuts, where a focus on borrowing further to rebuild stronger, both 
in terms of reopening economies, shifting public space use, and climate change mitigation are necessary. 

    

Now is the time for investment into the city to hold what is dear to its residents, while building towards a more livable 
future. This is not going to come from taking away necessary services and community events, and selling off important 
assets. 

 - Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 2023/2024 to save 
$21 million 

This, I disagree with most wholeheartedly. Public transport services Must be increased to the levels prior to reduction, 
then expanded upon. A reduction in public transport options is always going to have a net negative value for the city. 
Reductions in public transport options will lead to higher congestion of personal motor vehicles, which leads to increased 
emissions, decreased personal time, and increased costs, leading to a decrease in ability for people to spend on goods 
and services withing the city. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Public tranpsort is at the center of making cities not only liveable, but financially functional for their populaces. Increase 
public transport services, the benefits they provide far outweigh a short term $21 million saving. 

  - Reducing our funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited to save a further $27.5 million, with effects on service delivery 
(including economic development and tourism promotion) and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, 
Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues in Auckland 

From personal experience, if it weren't for these services, I never would have traveled to Auckland as a tourist and spent 
money within the local economy. Every single trip I ever made to Auckland included a visit to the Art Gallery, and many 
to Stadiums, venues and the Auckland Zoo, as far as the given examples lead. 

Now working as a mid career artist and technician, having moved from Wellington recently, and most recently working on 
the Auckland Arts festival I can state that the reason I moved here is precisely because of these services. In order to 
further my craft, Auckland was the best place to grow from the venues I had been working in, to larger scales. I have had 
the joy of working in Q Theatre for the past three weeks on the festival, which is a larger venue than I had previously 
been able to work in in Wellington, as there is no venue of that size. 

To hear upon my arrival that there is likely to be cuts to this sector is absolutely chilling. Arts venues struggle enough as 
is, especially with the long tail of the pandemic. To hear that could be further cut into is harrowing, and I have to consider 
leaving the city if they were to come into action.  

 - Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional 
events, economic development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $20 million 

This comes across as absolutely cruel. Social services and programmes do so much heavy lifting to keep people from 
falling out the bottom of society. "Saving money " here, I believe, is absolutely lacking in empathy and understanding of 
the ways in which helping those in need can do worlds of good beyond the financial cost of that help.  

Regional events as well, are such important things in the modern era of disconnection. Allow communities to come 
together in ways they do not get many chances to, and express their social energy with each other. Cutting these kinds 
of events hampers communities, by giving large groups less opportunities to interact. 

- Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 

I'm not familiar with which activities this would cut or reduce, but my question to it would be is saving money here going 
to hinder the local populace enjoy a higher quality of life? 

- Reducing regional contestable grants to save $3 million 

These grants are incredibly important to giving further life to arts and artists. As someone who has only recently moved 
here, but has been able to tour here with shows due to regional grants, I gained a lot of experience by being able to take 
works on the road in my early career, that has served me as I grew to being able to step up into larger tours. Without 
these grants, the ability to not only share art, but also to gain industry experience would be hampered by the loss of 
grants such as this. 

As well, having grants like this have allowed further opportunities to create work, and make a living as a designer and 
technician. I could not have found myself taking a show to the Auckland Town Hall late last year, or having taken multiple 
shows to both The Basement Theatre, and Q Theatre Loft without these kinds of grants. 

- No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 

Be a lot cooler if you provided those services.  

I am not a parent, but am at an age where a lot of my peers are becoming parents, and knowing that there are education 
services to help them when their first child arrives has helped many of them tremendously. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Once those shares are gone they're gone. As mentioned in the response to question one, selling off such a 
strong asset during this early rebuilding time would be selling at a market low, and upon return to full capacity will prove 
to be a foolhardy mistak 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: This is what rates are for, and have been in needed of a stronger increase for quite some time. Hard to 
swallow, yes, but absolutely a necessary and much more ideal scenario to keep the city running strongly. 

Best option here is to set a higher rates inc 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:This is a smart proposal, especially as the effects of climate change are coming to the fore, we will need 
better stormwater systems and investments into ecologically sustainable systems going forward.  

A big investment into protection against future sto 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: The priorities of the board are focused on keeping the local populace and their needs at its focus, 
especially with its environmental priorities. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: If we don't make leaps and bounds toward climate action, we are going 
to be unable to deal with growing climate catastrophies, which will make the whole exercise a bit moot. 

To pick three things feels very tough, but I do know that many people need libra 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? On the bus services, I would like to have seen those operational constraints 
addressed for the proposed services. But without greater knowledge of what those are or how possible they would be to 
overcome, I think using that rate for new services alongside 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I would always love more cycleways. More trains, always, love trains, they're the best. 
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As I have expressed though, increased public transport is of extremely high importance to me. This coupled with 
rezoning around the central city to allow for higher d 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The Grey Lynn Residents Association 
opposes the proposed cuts to the funding of the Ciitizens Advice Bureaux both in our immediate area and across the city 
in general.  The number of people who turn to the CABs for advice every year is considerable, and the organisation has 
made it clear that it will have to close by the end of the year should the Council cuts take effect.  This is a matter of equity 
and support for our fellow citizens, many of whom cannot afford private legal advice or have some sort of vulnerability 
including being immigrants, elderly, young, and poor.  Even considering putting this organisation in peril reveals a 
perplexing degree of heartlessness and recklessness. 

We do not support any reductions to services to combat homelessness. 

We do not support any reductions to library services. The Grey Lynn library is a much loved and well used hub that has 
been proven, over many decades, to deliver immense value to the community, and especially to those less well-off. 

We do understand that public transport patronage levels have dropped and that there is a driver shortage however we 
feel it is defeatist to prose to continue with the current reduced level of  service at this time of climate emergency and 
when Auckland's roads are so choked that the city has become grossly inefficient and infuriating to get around in. Instead 

Organisation (if applicable): Grey Lynn Residents Association 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Council and AT need to be prioritising ways to GET PEOPLE ONTO public transport ad actively working with the 
government to fine tune immigration settings and salaries to attract drivers.  

We are very concerned about the proposed significant cuts in funding to the arts as we feel this will lead to a reduced 
enjoyment of living in our city and have a flow on into reduced economic activity and the city's ability to compete as an 
international city. 

We do not support the reductions to local board funding that will mean that environmental initiatives across the isthmus 
to reduce animal, insect and plant pests and undertake incredibly important ecosystem restoration are put in peril. The 
cuts to funding for community groups and services will result in a loss in community well being and cohesiveness. 

We do not support as many cuts to services to youth at this time when so many social wellbeing indicators  are telling us 
that they are in crisis. We ask Council to review its proposals here. 

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why: We do not have a view on this proposal. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: It seems reasonable to use the accrued funds from the targeted rate for the coming financial year but we 
would not want to see this rolled over without coming back to ratepayers to consult. 
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4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:We support the creation of the storm response fund. Grey Lynn was very adversely affected by the January 
floods and it is critical that Council urgently work on mitigation. This should also include buying back some low-lying 
properties from their owners a 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: While it is good to see the services that can be kept it is worrying to see how many hardworking community 
groups and beneficial council services that will be axed. We ask that this be reviewed./ 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Local grants e.g. community and 
accommodation grants, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: It is critical that Council stay meaningfully involved in community 
development. At a time of climate change and habitat it is critical that community groups working with Council to restore 
ecosystems and habitat diversity are able to continue their criti 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? We are sure that many 
contracts with external providers (roading, parks maintenance) could be better structure to deliver value while not 
reducing quality of provision. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   
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Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Airport shares, do not proceed.  

Maintain particular local board arts programmes that are cost effective. This inlcudes the arts broker programmes which 
have done some great projects ion our community and gives opportunities for emerging creatives including dance and all 
sort of arts and culture.  

Reduce budget from those arts or community centres that are not cost effective, meaning good value; do they attract lots 
of visitors - or just do their own stuff. There must be a cost per visitor that is available depending on how much funding 
they receive. and do they therefore,  really embracing the notion of community art. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Seems short sighted to sell this asset. Instead offload council buildings that are not being productive and 
are cost rate payer dollars by just having them - or a local board's dream of what they want and spend huge council 
resource. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: may need higher rates. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:We must be responding to climate. There is no option. 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 
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Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? Rate payer should not be charged a change bin fee - If the bin is smaller.  

Should all have smaller recycle bins.  

And, as food waste bins introduced there should be Less collections; save budget there and put back into encouraging 
people to be responsibl 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Huge task to make reductions in budget but it is essential.  

Council seems to be across a lot of social services; I don't see Council being the most equipped to deal with various 
social need or council staff being trained to do; I think many works should 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Making cuts in community, arts and culture 
services is just bad business. It will save money in the short term and cost us so much more in the long term.  

The recent flooding highlighted just how essential community centres and community-led responses are. We would not 
have got through without the organisation and care of community groups.  

Lack of culture, creativity and community care slowly erodes mental and physical health, which in turn puts further 
pressure on our already overstretched health system.  

Community wellbeing does not just happen, it takes careful planning, organisation and action of dedicated groups and 
organisations that are often making their funding dollars stretch to the limit in order to do as much as possible to support 
their communities. They are good value for money, often drawing in huge volunteer support and donations. Again it’s bad 
business. My local citizens advice bureau has 1 paid staff member and yet draws in dozens of volunteers who provide 
essential services to hundreds if not thousands of people in my local community.  

The arts are so much more than entertainment. They are what give communities a sense of identity and flavour. They 
are the life blood of our places and keep us going during tough times. They keep us human! Can you imagine getting 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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through those lockdowns without film, tv and music? Not to mention the income they generate through making our city an 
attractive place for visitors from all over the world.  

Please don’t do this. You will be slashing at the heart of our city. Community, culture and the arts are vital organs! We 
will not be prepared for the challenges coming in the future without strong, healthy and vibrant communities. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: If we sell these shares we make it easy for an international corporation to take control of this valuable kiwi 
asset. Let’s keep this airport making money for kiwis and not funnelling our potential income offshore. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Set a higher general rates increase AND make greater use of debt.  

Compromising on environmental work in the midst of climate change just seems nonsensical. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 
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Tell us why:Watching a cloud of brown water billow into the Manukau Harbour next to the Blockhouse Bay Boatclub, 
during the first major floor event this year, was absolutely sickening.  

The Manukau Harbour was once referred to by mana whenua as “the food bowl”. I fe 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I oppose all suggested cuts to arts, culture, community and environmental projects in the budget. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  

Tell us why these are most important to you: It makes me feel sick trying to pick 3 out of list where every item feels 
essential and important. This is an impossible question to ask of your community. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Investing in more 
regenerative / collaborative/ de-silo’d ways of working across Council departments would eventually increase efficacy 
and save money. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 26070 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  
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Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 26080 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Local board funding 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Makes sense. Half way approach. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
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c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why: keeping our shares is the sensible option. We would lose more than dividends if the shares are sold. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa 
Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: The library is such an important community resource, available to 
everyone and should remain so. Access to the arts should never be undervalued,  cuts to arts and community centre 
programmes would disproportionately affect the least advantaged of the comm 
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Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Perhaps some money 
could be saved by not mowing the golf courses. why is nobody looking at how many council funded golf courses we have 
and how much they cost to maintain? They would make lovely public parks. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and 
sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



Tēnā koe, 

Thursday, 23 March 2023 

TĀMAKI MAKAURAU SCREEN SECTOR RESPONSE TO AUCKLAND COUNCIL’S PROPOSED BUDGET 2023 -24 

Screen Production is good business for Auckland. 

Screen Auckland’s 2022 Data Overview shows that: 

- Screen (including production, post-production, and visual effects) is worth $1.523 billion to the Auckland

economy.

- The sector directly employs 8405 people in Auckland, up from 7500 in 2021.

- There are 2322 screen business units located here, 48% of the national screen sector.

Of the $800+ million spend on production in the Auckland region 60% of that, almost half a billion dollars, was 

spent with Auckland businesses – hotels and restaurants, vehicle and equipment hire businesses, all of which did 

it tough during the Covid-19 restrictions.  

In a recent economic impact report of screen production activity in New Zealand¹ less than 40% of spend on a film 

or TV show is screen-industry. Attracting and servicing screen production in Auckland makes very good financial 

sense, for those who work on productions, but even more so for the city as a whole. 

We support the Auckland Plan 2050’s aim that ‘Auckland is prosperous with many opportunities and delivers a 

better standard of living for everyone’. Auckland Council has an economic development plan for the region – the 

most recent of these for 2021-2024 has the objectives of:  

- Attracting people and investment

- Enabling thriving local economies

- Supporting quality jobs and skill development

- Preparing businesses for Auckland’s future

- Infrastructure than enables economic development

- Regulations that enable economic development

Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future. Continuing to support screen directly through Tātaki Auckland 

Unlimited in turn supports the local economy, the hospitality sector, tourism, and retail to generate much needed 

revenue. A thriving city improves social cohesion, wellbeing, and our quality of life. It makes a city more inclusive 

and welcoming. Helps to attract and retain new residents and industry. A thriving city also boosts the local 

economy, creates jobs, and makes for a more prosperous city. 

QUESTIONS 

1. What economic analysis has been done by Council on the impacts these cuts will have on Auckland’s

economy and employment, over the short, medium, and long term?

2. How many Aucklanders’ jobs (outside those at Council and within CCOs) will be at risk, both via direct and

indirect employment?

3. What are the long-term effects of the proposed cuts to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited. On last year’s figures,

the proposed $2 million saving will cost the city $800 million of lost activity. Is that the intended outcome?

Screen production is a dynamic and complex ecosystem, and a change of this magnitude will have long term 

impacts. We are very concerned that the Budget proposals have been prepared without due diligence, and the 

potential negative impact on the future of the screen sector in Auckland has not been properly considered and 

understood. 

¹ Olsberg Report: https://www.nzfilm.co.nz/resources/olsberg-spi-report-economic-impact-new-zealand-screen-production-sector
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ALTERNATIVE 

We recommend the Auckland City Council continue to invest in its economic development programmes, and to 

increase borrowing and/or raise rates for residential and business ratepayers to cover that cost.  

Other Councils, such as in Wellington, have decided to confront reality with a proposed 13% rates rise to fill the 

shortfall and make the necessary investment in a thriving and resilient city. 

CONCLUSION 

The interconnectedness of the screen sector ecosystem is equivalent to the Auckland City Council’s ecosystem. 

What may look like a small change in one area can have unexpected consequences or impact. The screen sector 

also knows how hard it is to make budgets go the distance. Budgets are always tight and are getting tighter by the 

day. We believe that continuing to invest in story, in people, in culture, in what connects with people’s hearts and 

minds, is the key to success both now and in the future. We believe it will also be the key to the Auckland City 

Council’s continued success – invest, grow, and prosper. 

The signatories of this letter, the representative bodies of the individual screen practitioners and businesses, call 

on you to consider the economic, social and wellbeing impacts of these budget cuts, specifically to Tātaki Auckland 

Unlimited. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Co-Authors 

Film Auckland Inc and SPADA 

Signatories 

Directors and Editors Guild of Aotearoa New Zealand 

DocEdge 

Equity New Zealand | Mana Taurite Aotearoa 

New Zealand Cinematographers Society 

New Zealand Writers Guild | Puni Taatuhi o Aotearoa 

Ngā Aho Whakaari | Māori in Screen 

Pan Asian Screen Collective 

Screen Industry Guild of Aotearoa New Zealand 

Script to Screen 

Women in Film and Television New Zealand 
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Environmental education e.g. Schools treasuring Waiōrea, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low 
Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

    Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

    Reducing regional services,  

    Reducing local board funded activities, and 

    Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

Auckland is often cited as being a 'livable' city on the international sage. These cost reductions will directly impact the 
livability of Auckland and will certainly tarnish this image.  

How this will impact life as a resident of Auckland: 

On an individual level, reducing access to transport, access to arts and cultural experiences, as well as other recreational 
activities that make life in a city worth living, is very concerning.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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With a rising cost of living and various international tensions that occupy the news on a daily basis, it is now more 
important than ever, that these operational parts of council are needed to maintain the quality of live for Auckland 
residents. These services and activities allow us to carry out our daily lives with more ease, experience new things, and 
relay that positivity back into our homes and communities. Similarly, removing and/or reducing these services and 
activities will send negative repercussions back through our population. 

Why investment in public transport is important: 

Today on my way home for work I saw hundreds of people waiting for buses that were at capacity before even half of 
those waiting had boarded. People yelling bus drivers to open the doors and squeeze more in. These scenes are new to 
me after working in the CBD for the past 6 years. This is not what a thriving city looks like. Public transport is basic need 
that needs to be met. It needs to be affordable and reliable. We've already seen the success in rising usage from 
reduced fares. Continuing to keep fares low and ensuring services operate properly should be a top priority. 

Final comments: 

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run.  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: This is not a particularly astute time to sell these shares - at a low point in the market - and that once they 
are gone, this asset can no longer be leveraged or support future revenue raising for Council. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  
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We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

Based on Auckland Council’s assumptions and modelling, the highest possible rates increase that they investigated 
(&gt;13%) would fall well within the boundaries of wha 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I do not support funding cuts to any Local Board activities. However, if cuts occur I agree with the listed 
priorities. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Environmental restoration 
and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Community connections and environmental health are fundamental to 
building long-term resilience for social, economic and environmental challenges. These should never not be priorities. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   
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Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Climate action targeted rate programme: 

It is alarming that council is proposing to repurpose funding generated by this targeted rate after it was implemented only 
last year and with overwhelming public support. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I would like to reiterate the importance of not cutting funding for transport services which are already severely under-
performing. 

I would like to reiterate the  importance of not cutting funding for cultural and arts which make Auckland more livable an 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: See attached file 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable): Public Service Association / Te Pūkenga Here Tikanga Mahi 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why: See attached file 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: See attached file 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:See attached file 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   
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Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? See attached file 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

See attached file 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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About the PSA 

Te Pūkenga Here Tikanga Mahi I The New Zealand Public Service 

Association (‘the PSA’) is the largest trade union in New Zealand 

with over 85,000 members. We are a democratic organisation 

representing members in the public service, the wider state sector 

(the district health boards, crown research institutes and other 

crown entities), state-owned enterprises, local government, 

tertiary education institutions and non-governmental 

organisations working in the health, social services, and 

community sectors. 

The PSA represents approximately 24,000 members who live and 

work in the Tāmaki Makaurau region, over 3000 of whom work 

for the Auckland Council and its agencies. All of our members 

have a strong interest, as residents of Tāmaki Makaurau, in this 

year's Annual Budget and its aspirations and intentions. Those 

members employed by Auckland Council and its agencies have an 

additional interest in how the Budget will affect their jobs and 

working conditions. 

This submission has been prepared by local PSA members and 

delegates who work for Auckland Council. 
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Overview of our submission 

“In tough times, austerity measures never work. The city will only be the poorer if the 

proposed cost-cutting outlined in the draft budget plan for 2023/24 are carried out.” 

• Bronwyn Maxwell, PSA Assistant Secretary Local Government

The PSA welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the discussion about Auckland Council's 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 ("the Budget") in line with our partnership agreement between 

Auckland Council and the PSA.1 

Given the spread and nature of PSA’s membership described above, we are in a unique 

position from which to comment and contribute as we seek to maintain, strengthen, and 

develop our constructive relationship with Auckland Council. In addition to being 

employees, our members and their whanau are also: residents, ratepayers, politically active 

citizens, and service users within Tāmaki Makaurau. Hence this submission is developed 

using these perspectives. 

Our submission is guided by the following premises: 

• The significant cost of living increases now and into the foreseeable future are

causing our members and employees of the council significant financial strain which

is having adverse impacts on their quality of life and well-being.

• The Local Government Act 2002 makes it clear that local authorities have wide- 

ranging responsibilities to pursue the four well-beings – social, economic, cultural,

and environmental - for the benefit of their communities. We believe that a

proactive pursuit of these needs to be maintained in the widest context.

1 The Auckland Council Public Service Association Pledge (March 2018) 
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• Retaining employees, their institutional knowledge and organisational loyalty is vital

to ensure that local government organisations can meet their responsibilities and

continue to provide high levels of service to our communities.

• Local government provides essential services to diverse groups throughout our

communities. Within New Zealand, no local authority can match the scope, scale or

importance of the services provided by Auckland Council and its CCOs.

• The reality of climate change is no longer deniable – it is already here! The PSA is

committed to a just transition that requires climate mitigation and climate

adaptation measures to be fair and equitable to affected employees and their

communities.

• Strong vibrant local government is essential to a healthy and well-functioning civil

society.

As the introductory quote by our Assistant Secretary for Local Government makes plain, the 

PSA’s position is austerity as an economic strategy especially for local government is both a 

flawed and unwarranted direction. The proposal risks causing permanent and structural 

harm to Tāmaki Makaurau to both kaimahi and our communities especially women and 

women of colour. Because of their important many services which if reduced or stopped 

now would need to return in the near future at a likely higher financial and opportunity 

cost. 

In light of this, it is our view that operating revenues have not been properly increased to 

match the current expenditure levels. As such, this ‘lever’ remains our preferred general 

option as opposed to reducing operational expenditure. From our unique relationship and 

involvement within the council, current operations appear to be already significantly lean 

and efficient if not also under-resourced. This indicates that any further decreases in 

expenditure will necessarily start to cut into critical functions and services the council is 
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required to provide, let alone the likely adverse impacts on employees' basic workplace 

conditions. That said, we are open to selling off council-owned golf courses as they do not 

clearly provide any critical social service and tend to be utilised by smaller and usually more 

well-off members of the public both as means of addressing the council’s budget deficit as 

well as open the land up for urban housing development. 

One immediate area of concern for the PSA about this Budget is the potential adverse 

implications the proposals have on key services, events, projects, and strategies arising out 

of its Long-Term Plan (and its statutory obligations) for Māori and Pasifika kaimahi and their 

communities. A specific example of this is the PSA and council agreement to engage 

Southern Initiative’s Uptempo over the next 18 months to assess our workplaces' capability 

around Māori and Pasifika. This critical work sought by the PSA is needed by the council to 

understand and lift workplace outcomes for Māori and Pasifika but is something that 

appears to be in jeopardy on the proposed operating spending reductions. 

Our feedback to the substantive questions is as follows. 

Summary of our responses to the consultation questions 

Question 1 The PSA submits Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further 

increase rates and/or debt. 

Question 2 The PSA submits Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further 

increase rates and/or debt. 

Question 3 The PSA submits Other - Set higher general rates increase and/or make 

greater use of debt. 
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Question 4 The PSA submits Proceed with the proposal to increase our operating 

budget by around $20 million each year. 

Question 5 The PSA has No Response to Question 5 (refer to our feedback in Question 

1 Proposal C) 

Question 6 The PSA Supports all increases to all five of the proposed Waste and Other 

Rates Charges 

Question 7 The PSA provides feedback on other matters: 

• Living Wage accreditation

• Pay equity.

• Lowering voting age to 16- and 17-year-olds

• Workload

• Annual Budget process

Council PSA membership survey results 

In anticipation of preparing this submission, the PSA team within the council conducted a 

short survey of our membership as to their views of the proposed Budget. 

Some key results include: 

▪ 37% of respondents expected their roles to be adversely impacted by the Budget

proposals with 47% replying ‘Don’t Know/Not Sure’ – indicating a widespread

perception by a large section of the workforce consider that their work will or may

be impacted.
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▪ A significant majority of respondents (60%) supported a higher level of rate

increases than what is proposed by the Budget if it meant fewer services and roles

would be cut/reduced.

▪ 41% were against the council selling its shares in Auckland Airport with 31% in

favour.

▪ Common responses from members in the long form answer section include:

o Concern and worries about their and other jobs at the council particularly

regarding possible disestablishments and unsustainable increases to existing

workloads.

o Recognition that the Budget proposals would broadly negatively impact

Tāmaki Makaurau’s vulnerable and communities-of-need due to specific

proposals reducing or stopping key community services tied to supporting

such communities.

o Supporting the sale of council-owned golf courses.

o A few criticisms directed at the current Mayor particularly about his recent

comments regarding replacing library staff with volunteers. Comments often

came with attached requests and invites for the Mayor (and Elected

Members) to directly engage with staff to better understand their roles,

duties, and the nature of the day-to-day work.

o Calls for more investment and funding into climate change and

environmental projects and initiatives.
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Question 1 - Operating Spending Reductions 

For this question, PSA submits “Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further 

increase rates and/or debt” with our reasoning below for each of the four sub-proposals. 

Proposal A: Auckland Council – Saving $20 million across a range of regional, 

community and social services. 

We oppose Proposal A and the proposed $20 million reduction proposed should not occur. 

The supporting information for Proposal A noted a risk of losing staff with specific skills and 

capabilities. It also noted the risk of loss of services that cannot easily be reinstated.1 It is 

clear that these cuts would have far-reaching effects that reduce the council's ability to 

deliver for the people of Tāmaki Makaurau for years to come. 

Services that are under threat from this proposal cut across all of the four well-beings and 

means Tāmaki Makaurau will be materially worse off with particularly adverse impacts likely 

to be felt by women, particularly Maori and Pasifika and other vulnerable communities 

where they are currently supported by or reliant on council services. 

Some services likely to be affected include: 

• Services that promote economic well-being by reducing inequity within the

community and looking after our most vulnerable people (e.g. education services,

social services, youth programmes, youth centres, programmes for marginalised

communities).

• Services that promote social and cultural well-being by building community

connectedness (e.g. arts and culture programmes, regional events, community

gardens, marae development).
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• Services that promote environmental well-being by giving people the tools to

address urgent environmental problems at the community level (e.g,

environmental education, and climate action initiatives).

The council may default in its statutory obligation to deliver on the four well-beings to 

Tāmaki Makaurau should the above occur. 

Proposal B: Auckland Council – Reduction in Regional Contestable Grants 

We oppose Proposal B and no reduction in the Regional Contestable Grants should occur. 

As the supporting information on the proposed budget notes, “typically, grant funding is 

leveraged to provide greater value to Aucklanders than the grant amount by itself could 

achieve.” It also pointed out that an unknown amount of work currently carried out by 

community groups through grants would need to be picked up by the council instead.2 

Overall the adverse impacts of this proposal far outweigh the minimal impact it would have 

on reducing the budget deficit. 

Community groups will be impacted by this – reducing grant funding will have ongoing 

impacts that will be felt by the community for many years. Many of the recipients of 

regional grant funding are those who stepped up during the flood and cyclone response and 

are keeping our communities together, protecting our environment and ensuring the 

vibrancy of our city’s arts and culture. 

Proposal C: Auckland Council – A 5 per cent reduction in Local Board Funding 

to save a further $16 million. 

We oppose Proposal C and no reduction in local board funding should occur. 

# 26144



10 

Many local boards across Tāmaki Makaurau have small budgets and portfolios under Asset 

Based Services ('ABS’) compared to their Locally Driven Initiatives ('LDI') budget. For some 

boards with smaller asset bases and ABS budgets, they will likely end up having to make 

reductions between 45% - 60% (if not more) from their LDI budget. This puts those boards 

in the unacceptably difficult position to make serious structurally devastating reductions in 

basic services that boards provide particularly for those parts of Tāmaki Makaurau which 

are critically reliant on local board funding. 

This will disproportionately and negatively impact the board's ability to respond to the 

needs of their local communities, something they are mandated to do. There is no equity 

policy across the local board decision-making meaning that some boards will have their 

hands tied as to where they can make those savings which will result in less investment 

available for the communities who need it the most. This proposal will hurt the people and 

the groups that rely on council services to come together in ways that promote community 

connectedness and resilience. 

Local boards play a key role in promoting the four well-beings of their communities. 

However, the proposed reduction of funding is a standardised formula across local boards 

that is not equitable with the levers they can pull to find those savings. Having fewer 

facilities and contractual obligations will mean the community is likely to be impacted more 

particularly in areas of most need as they are the groups that are less likely to vote or 

engage with the budget. 

We should prioritise the services and funding that goes towards serving the most vulnerable 

communities including local connection and resilience work. Community organisations help 

provide the social infrastructure that supports our most vulnerable, and our communities in 

crisis. If we were to cut the funding in the local communities, there would be the risk of 

losing that support for our communities when it is needed to help to achieve the four well- 

beings. 
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Library services 

Reductions in LDI funding will have significant impacts on the functioning and access to 

libraries such as the reduction in library opening hours. 

Critically for the PSA, this has a serious impact on our library members who face a real 

reduction in pay and working conditions resulting from reductions in hours. Many library 

staff either routinely work weekends/after hours and others who may work during the work 

often rely on being able to pick up hours on the weekend to supplement their income. 

Given that most librarian roles occupy the bottom quartile of the council’s remuneration 

system (i.e. Band D and below), coupled with the current cost of living, many members are 

expected to face major personal financial impacts should any loss of hours occur. 

PSA also undertook qualitative analysis across libraries in 2022 where we found large 

numbers of library staff have unsustainable levels of workload with significant evidence 

pointing to a culture of overwork. Many libraries’ staff are often forced to take their work 

home (such as projects or events staff are leading) because paid hours are currently not 

available. PSA and leads from Connected Communities agreed back in 2022 following this 

analysis to address this however this work will become effectively dead-in-the-water should 

the proposals go ahead. 

Additionally, with the prospect of the libraries being closed on certain days, likely the 

weekend, this poses real access issues to members of the public who are reliant on 

weekend access for a multitude of reasons. 

Finally, it is expected that with any closures or reductions in Citizen Advice Bureau services 

that much of this work will end up falling onto our librarians leading to ‘duties-creep’ and 

increased workload without any corresponding increase in remuneration. Our libraries are 

safe centralised informational spaces open to everyone from the community but there is a 
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distinction between the professional services librarians provide compared to what Citizens 

Advice Bureau provides. However, without specialist support on-site or nearby to support 

the wider ranges of queries from the public, our library staff who are not trained or 

equipped to support the public this way will end up provide this function because there 

would not be any clear way to demarcate between core library functions and wider 

community support services. 

Proposal D: Auckland Council – Withdraw from the direct provision of Early 

Childcare Education (ECE) services. 

The PSA opposes this proposal. 

While we do have some members under the Kauri Kids collective, the PSA typically does not 

organise in the ECE sector. Nevertheless, the PSA is concerned about likely restructuring 

and further erosion of employment conditions of our fellow kaimahi in this sector resulting 

from the defunding of this council-delivered service. 

While it is unclear what will occur should the council withdraw from this service, should any 

existing services be sold/transferred to private providers, the PSA would expect that any 

staff under any collective agreements be both guaranteed employment and transfer on the 

same or better employment terms and conditions. 

Importantly for the PSA, while the number of enrolled children may be small, childcare is an 

inherent public good. Although it may not be profitable for the council, providing childcare 

at an affordable rate is of benefit to people across the community, especially for women 

and communities of colour who are more reliant on affordable and accessible childcare 

Funding accessible services to the community, supported by the financial resources the 

community has pooled through their rates, is precisely the point of local government. 
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The council needs to look beyond profit and consider whether the public good is worth the 

public investment under the four well-beings under the Local Government Act 2002. 

Auckland Transport – Reduced funding for public transport service provision 

The PSA opposes the cost reduction and under-investment proposed for Auckland 

Transport. 

The Budget proposes maintaining public transport at its current levels. But the current 

levels are already significantly reduced, so this is effectively saying that the council will not 

fund public transport to return to normal, pre-pandemic levels. Coupled with the current 

significant disruptions occurring at the moment across Tāmaki Makaurau – without further 

investment and expansion of services risks permanent undermining of the public modal 

shift from private vehicles required by Te Tāruke-ā-Tāwhiri: Auckland's Climate Plan. In 

other words, there will be a ‘point of no return’ where without further investment into 

public transport usage is unlikely to increase and may even go backwards. 

We are in the midst of a climate crisis that demands urgent action. Auckland’s Climate Plan 

sets out the critical role public transport and hence Auckland Transport must play in 

reducing Aucklander’s private vehicle usage and reducing emissions. Rapidly improving and 

increasing access to public transport networks is one of the most important things a city can 

do to reduce its climate impact. We do not have the luxury of waiting several more years for 

public transport provision to return to 2019 levels, let alone improve. 

We strongly encourage the lifting wages and working conditions for drivers including 

improvements in health & safety to incentivise recruitment and retention as the key 

mechanism in preventing any cancelled or reduced bus trips caused by driver shortages. 

Additionally, we are not necessarily opposed to the prospect raising of public transport 

fares so long as any revenue generated is ringfenced for driver recruitment/retention 

strategies as well as improving the frequency and scheduling of current services. However, 
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any fare increases should be coupled with a long-term strategy supporting low-income 

residents in accessing public transport where cost is a barrier. 

Additionally, as part of both a modal shift incentive into public transport and revenue 

generation, we also recommend that Auckland Transport: 

• immediate implements paid parking in many of the areas identified in Auckland's

draft Parking Strategy which have yet to be introduced.

• increase in fees for parking permits and further roll-out of Residential Parking Permit

zones across more areas in central Auckland Isthmus.

• More red-light cameras be installed across the city, particularly at intersections with

high traffic volumes and high accident incidents.

Where any charges or projects require central government approval, we strongly endorse 

the council to approach the central government to advocate for the above. 

Tātaki Auckland Unlimited – Reduction in operating funding for regional 

facilities and economic development activities 

We oppose this proposal. 

The supporting information for this proposal notes that there would be a consequential 

negative effect on regional GDP, businesses, and jobs. It is irresponsible for the council to 

step back from this type of investment for fiscal reasons without recognising that the 

investment from the council helps to generate wealth that flows through the city in a 

variety of ways. 
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Cuts to spending to attract economic development in Tāmaki Makaurau would reduce 

future revenue, which will only make it more difficult for Auckland for the city to bring in 

sustainable levels of funding risking much larger rates rises in the future. 

Question 2 - Amending Auckland International Airport Limited 

(AIAL) Shareholding Policy 

We oppose the proposal to sell the council’s shares in AIAL. 

The PSA strongly supports retaining public ownership and control of valuable strategic 

assets. We oppose the sale of assets that are large-scale, strategically important to the 

economic, environmental, cultural, and social well-being of the community, and the sale of 

which will disadvantage future generations. We believe that these are the tests that should 

be applied by the Council in making any decision to sell such assets. 

However, we recognise that local government owns a wide range of assets that are not 

strategically important. It can make sense to sell small-scale assets (e.g, a building or piece 

of land no longer needed), especially where this would be of benefit to the community in a 

way that is equitably distributed (e.g. where disposing of council-owned land or 

unnecessary building would facilitate the provision of affordable and resilient housing). An 

obvious example that PSA supports is the sale of council-owned golf courses. 

Question 3 - What is your preference on our proposal to manage 

rates and debt? 

The PSA submits Other – Set higher general rates increase and/or make greater use of 

debt. 
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None of the options available is appealing, whether cutting services, raising rates, increasing 

debt, selling off assets, or introducing other charges. Nevertheless, our position is that none 

of the proposed reductions outlined in the Budget should proceed and as such, we would 

expect increasing rates and debt to be the primary mechanism to address the council's 

current budget deficit. 

General rates 

The cost-cutting set out in this budget has been presented as an inevitable decision made at 

a purely financial level. But it must be acknowledged that this appears more or less driven 

by a political overreliance on austerity ideology focusing only on keeping rates low and 

stripping services to the community. 

We get so many valuable things with our rates, and these are the types of things that make 

a city a place where people want to live. As a community, we need to be willing to recognise 

the value that local government services provide and resource them. 

The proposed rates increase of 4.66% (combined with reductions in targeted rates) equates 

to around $3 per week for the average household. The annual budget supporting 

information indicates that a 13.5% general rates increase would be required to meet the full 

amount of operating budget pressure and that this would require an average of an 

additional $5.30 per household per week on top of what is proposed. 

That has a real impact, especially for people struggling to keep up with their living expenses 

in a cost-of-living crisis. But the scale of what we can achieve collectively through 

Aucklanders pooling their money in rates for the common good far outweighs what 

households could achieve individually. 
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To put it in perspective: 

• The average increase in rates per household to fully fund all of the services that are

being cut ($433 per year) would amount to approximately 0.4% of the average NZ

household’s income (noting that because rates are based on property values, rates

are likely to be higher for those most able to afford it, and lower for those least

able)

• The proposed rates increase for Tāmaki Makaurau is significantly lower than the

proposed rates increase for Wellington, on rates that are on average already lower

than those in Wellington.

• The council is proposing rating increases that are lower than the level of inflation,

which means that in real terms the amount of funding not only is not increasing

enough, or standing still but is, in fact, going backwards.

Targeted rates 

It is misleading for the council to say that if the environment and water quality targeted 

rates are cut the delivery of those services will continue as normal. If we cut this funding, 

we will have less money to pay for important improvements to our environment in future 

years. 

The natural environment targeted (‘NETR’) and water quality targeted (‘WQTR’) rates were 

extremely hard to win, and if those targeted rates are lost now then it will be likely difficult 

for the charges reintroduced at the same levels, if at all again in the future. 

The NETR funds a significant amount of community climate action, including programmes to 

decrease Tāmaki Makaurau’s greenhouse gas emissions, and to support the resilience of our 

communities to climate change. This action is urgent and will only become more costly the 

longer it is delayed. 
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The WQTR includes programmes such as stream naturalisation which make our city more 

resilient to storms and flooding inundation. 

The funding for community groups via the NETR enables many thousands of hours of 

volunteer time – many of these groups will fold if this funding disappears and the council 

will need to pick up the costs of things like pest control to meet our statutory obligations – 

it will cost us more than we will save. 

We cannot just pause community groups and initiatives – if we take away funding for one 

year these initiatives will take many years to get back up and running (if they ever do) and 

time is of the essence when it comes to preventing biodiversity collapse and helping our 

communities take climate action. 

It is nonsensical to consider cutting the WQTR when we have just seen with the Auckland 

storm and flood events the cost of not investing in our infrastructure. Many WQTR 

programmes in addition to improving water quality provide increased capacity for 

stormwater and increased climate resilience for example through stream naturalisation and 

planting. 

Debt 

Auckland Council has relatively low levels of debt (when compared to the debt-to-revenue 

ceiling) and has a strong credit rating. 

The council’s debt limit of $140 million is self-imposed, rather than dictated by external 

requirements. But in any case, the council could undertake up to 86% more borrowing than 

currently proposed while remaining within its limit. Given that the limit itself is arbitrary, it 

is difficult to understand why the council would then limit itself to only use just over half of 

its available capacity. 
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We believe in the current confluence of crises – the cost-of-living crisis making rates 

increases less affordable for Aucklanders, the effects of the pandemic reducing council 

income, and the scale of investment needed to make Tāmaki Makaurau climate-resilient in 

the future – there may be justification in increased borrowing. 

Question 4 - What is your preference on our proposal to manage 

the impact of future storms? 

The PSA Supports the proposal. 

The PSA is in principle supportive of any proposal that improves the resilience of assets and 

infrastructure, which reduces the risk of severe weather and climate-related harms to our 

people and community. 

We propose that this proposed increase in the budget be made permanent and be adjusted 

both for inflation as well as being scalable for any predicted climate change-driven increases 

in the frequency and intensity of storms and sea level rise. 

The council is proposing to introduce an additional $20 million to the operating budget for 

storm response, something the PSA wants to ensure is ringfenced for actual storm response 

on the day(s) of the event, recovery activities, and proactive stormwater maintenance. 

However, it is difficult to apprehend the actual requirements of the storm response and 

recovery, clean up, and future effort to make communities safe, as these will be largely 

dependent on the storm event itself and the resulting damage. 

The $20 million each year expected to be raised by this, will require investigations (some of 

which are now underway) to ascertain the appropriate allocation of this expenditure but 
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PSA believes that in the short term, work should be prioritised based on the areas of highest 

risk. This could include increases to our drain clearance work as well as increased provision 

for emergency management, waste disposal, building inspections and support for areas at 

the highest risk of flooding inundation. This may require the rates increase for 2023/2024 to 

be 1 per cent higher than proposed. 

We do endorse increasing the frequency and intensity of asset management/maintenance 

of Council stormwater systems, as these can reduce the likelihood of flooding. 

We want to ensure that a significant portion of the funding raised is allocated to working 

communities most vulnerable to future storms and adverse weather events. This is in line 

with PSA's commitment to just transition (as defined by the Future of Work Tripartite 

Forum2) which amongst other things requires equitable sharing of the costs across society 

insofar that recovery or transition costs do not disproportionately fall on the shoulders of 

those least able to afford it as well as a commitment to deliver for more marginalised 

groups so that they can play a leading role in identifying and planning for climate change 

challenges. 

The PSA is already actively working in partnership with the council to identify and plan for 

the mitigation and adaptation required for our workforce here at the council and we would 

like to see some of the proposed $20 million be allocated to this work. 

Question 5 - Local board priorities 

As PSA is a regional stakeholder, we are unable to comment on specific priorities for 

individual local boards, however, please refer to our feedback about the overall proposed 

5% reduction under Question 1 – Proposal C. 

2 Future of Work Tripartite Forum “Definition of a Just Transition for the Future of Work Tripartite Forum” (28 
March 2022) Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment <www.mbie.govt.nz> 
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Question 6 - Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

The PSA Supports all proposed increases to all five listed targeted rates and other charges. 

In line with our earlier feedback made in the Introduction – our view is that further 

increases in revenue such as these and other targeted rates/charges are the preferred lever 

to address any budgetary shortfall as opposed to the proposed expenditure reductions. 

Question 7 - Is there anything else you would like to give feedback 

on? 

Living Wage accreditation 

We acknowledge and thank Council for the work done thus far to pay the living wage but seek a 

commitment that the council continues to pay the Living Wage and extend it to all CCOs, sub- 

contractors and private contracting firms – making it a requirement of the contract, and that it 

be pegged – as a minimum – to the living wage set by Living Wage Aotearoa. We would also like 

to see that Council becomes a fully accredited Living Wage employer which it currently is not. 

We note that the current Mayor during the local elections in 2022 made a public commitment 

to become an accredited Living Wage employer and signed the relevant pledge. We would like 

to remind the Mayor of this commitment and encourage the Governing Body to officially 

accredit council this year. 

Pay equity 

Equal pay is a human right and has been a longstanding concern of the PSA. All workers 

should be paid a fair and decent wage regardless of gender and ethnicity. 
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Given the council's legal and workforce obligations to address and resolve gender & ethnic pay 

inequities across the organisation, the PSA strongly urges Council to both identify and set 

aside/ringfence funding within the Budget so that: 

• Sufficient funding is available to meet the entire settlement quantum following the

resolution of PSA's equal pay claim for library workers; and

• Sufficient funding is available to address further identified pay discrimination

throughout the organisation as per the council's commitment under our collective

agreement.

We also advocate for greater pay transparency within the organisation and ask for the 

Governing Body to endorse the Public Service Commission’s “Kia Toipoto — Public Service Pay 

Gaps Action Plan 2021–24” specifically the “Guidance on removing bias from remuneration and 

human resources policies and practices” and “Guidance on flexible work and representation”.3 

Lowering the voting age to 16-year-olds – local government elections 

The PSA membership here at the council urges the Governing Body to endorse the 

campaign to lower the voting age to 16 years old following the Supreme Court decision in 

Make It 16 Incorporated v Attorney-General which held that the Electoral Act 1993 and 

Local Electoral Act 2001 unjustifiably limited the right against discrimination based on age. 

While there appear to be difficulties with having this implemented nationwide, lowering the 

voting age appears more feasible in the local government space. Given the reported 

demographics of respondents in this submission process being unreflective of the diversity 

of our city and given that this also appears the case in the turnout for local elections, 

extending voting enfranchisement to 16 and 17 years olds for local body elections is an 

attractive mechanism to uplift general turnout, improve engagement with 

3 Te Kawa Mataaho Public Service Commission “Kia Toipoto — Public Service Pay Gaps Action Plan 2021–24” Public 
Service Commission <www.publicservice.govt.nz> 
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underrepresented demographics and build a culture of local body engagement in the 

formative learning years. 

Workload 

Safe workloads are a critical issue for the health and well-being of workers, and the 

sustainable functioning of council services. Council resourcing needs to be sufficient to 

ensure enough staff to meet the volume of work required without resorting to unsafe 

workloads. 

Feedback about the Annual Budget process 

The PSA would also like to see changes to the length of time allocated for the public 

consultation period as part of this Annual Budget process. 

Currently, the submission period is only one month long which in our view is highly insufficient 

and should be extended to at least two months (or more) at least to allow enough time for 

consultees to properly review the often-complex topics and detailed supporting documents; 

and then be able to prepare a correspondingly detailed submission. 

To this, we suggest Council adopt the consultation timelines and processes as used by the New 

Zealand Parliament Select Committees whereby: 

• The period for written submission is usually around 40-42 days:

• That the oral submission opportunity occurs after this deadline for written submissions

The Auckland Council Public Service Association Pledge4 sets out clearly the council’s 

commitment to work in an active and high-engagement partnership model with the PSA. 

We believe this model is wider than just the operational side of the organisation and 

4 The Auckland Council Public Service Association Pledge (March 2018) 
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incorporates the elected officials of the council and key areas of the Governing Body work 

such as the Mayoral Proposal and Annual Budget process. Going forward, we consider it 

paramount in line with the Pledge that the PSA is engaged with a lot earlier, separately, and 

meaningfully in the Budget development process. 

Thank you for considering our submission. 

We wish to acknowledge the hard work and excellent contributions of our Auckland Council 

PSA Delegates and Members in preparing this submission. 

For further information about this submission, please contact: 

Martin Graham 

PSA Delegate 

Level 22, 135 Albert Street 

Auckland Central 

Auckland 1010 

027 268 8374 

martin.graham@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

Sarah Stone 

PSA Organiser 

155 New North Road, 
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Eden Terrace 

Auckland 1021 

027 286 4251 

sarah.stone@psa.org.nz 

Andrew McCauley 

PSA Policy Advisor 

11 Aurora Terrace 

Wellington Central 

Wellington 6141 

andrew.mcccauley@psa.org.nz 
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Proceed with the proposed reductions 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Cut "soft" cultural and community services we 
can do without.  Maintain physical infrastructure. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: If the cost of carry for the shares is greater than the expected dividend, selling is the obvious option 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Set the highest rate that is politically acceptable and keep debt as low as possible 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why:It is not clear what are the proposed steps for flood mitigation or how effective they will be.  This policy 
needs further development.  I would support expenditure on keeping drains operating at full capacity. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why: Council is already spending on an unnecessary "upgrading" the entrance to Myers park.  "Community 
connection, safety, wellbeing, and empowerment" are warm words that mean nothing.  The eco projects are just virtue-
signalling activities without measurable 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  
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Tell us why these are most important to you: We can live without any of these 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Reduce the Council's car-
fleet and encourage council employees to use public transport wherever possible. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Refuse collection is a core Council function that should be paid for out of 
general rates.  Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate is a spite-tax which I do not support even 
though I do not have a pool.  CATR is a pointless virtue-signall 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Stop spending money on building cycle lanes to appease a small but vocal minority group.  Stop spending money on 
advertisements promoting cycling.  If people want to cycle, they will.  Stop spending money on PR telling me the council 
is doing a good job. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Maintaining and improving public transport is 
necessary to reduce traffic congestion and to give practical transport options to those who do not have private transport 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:If we do not prepare for future storms now, in the long term it will cost more to respond to them and damage 
may be greater than if we were prepared. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Water quality is so important, it cannot be allowed to deteriorate any further 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Identify additional no / low mow areas in parks and reserves 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: 7-day library opening is important to give access to people who work full 
time during the week 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not reduce services that are accessed by 
under privileged parts of our community - libraries, CAB, social housing, community centres, swimming pools.  Target 
funding cuts to those services that do not serve needy communities - golf courses, consents and inspections 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 

 



  # 26166 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 2 of 1697 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Seems daft to sell off an income generating asset 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:We must bite the bullet and spend to cope with environmental changes 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: The two i most strongly support are capital enhancements and programmes that support community 
connection 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Community 
programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa 
Stream 



  # 26166 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 3 of 1697 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

    I do not support the proposed spending reductions. The reduction in funding will have a long term negative impact on 
community well-being, safety and resilience and does not respond to the climate emergency.  

    I would support unfreezing the Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates, increasing borrowing, and 
increasing general rates at least to the rate of inflation (rather than the proposed 4.66% increase)    

    I do not support proposals to permanently cancel many hundreds of buses a week nor the proposal to increase the 
costs of public transport fares. This undercuts efforts to increase mode shift from private vehicles and will increase 
congestion further.   

    I do not support cuts to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited’s facilities and services: the Auckland Art Gallery, the ZOO, the 
Maritime Museum; Auckland Live; the Bruce Mason Centre and the Stadiums. 

   I do not support the proposed cuts to funding to community, culture, regional events, economic development and social 
services; the cuts to Citizens Advice Bureaus (CABs), or the proposal to halve Local Board discretionary spending which 
may result in cuts to library hours, grants, events, environmental projects, Movies in Parks, Anzac Day services, 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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community gardens support, youth funding and much more. The proposed cuts to these would do long term damage to 
Auckland  and decrease its liveability and competitiveness as a major city in Australasia.  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

I support increasing rates and debt rather than the sale of shares. The airport is a strategic social and economic asset 
and our shareholding is big enough to prevent the sale of the whole airport to overseas interests.however, if a partial sale 
does go 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why:  

   I support council setting a higher general rates increase AND making greater use of debt. 

    Council should set rates at least at the rate of inflation (8 -9 % rather than the proposed 4.66%)  Auckland rates are 
low compared with other metropolitan c 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  
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Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

   I support the importance of investing in stormwater infrastructure, especially in light of recent extreme weather events.    

    In addition, Council’s ability to prepare and respond to future storms and climate impacts will be greatly enhanced by 
ens 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I believe these priorities all make an essential contribution to the communities and natural and built 
environment in the local area. I also believe that funding for community events and facilities should not be cut - e,g by 
reducing library hours, removi 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: they support areas of action and development that are otherwise very 
hard to achieve any real progress and scale in. 

Libraries are much more than a book / info service - they are a community hub 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Honestly I feel that you are 
having to do a lot iwth not that much as it is 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   
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What do you think of these proposals?  

    I do not support  Council reprioritising the Climate Action Targeted Rate which was established only last year with 
overwhelming public support.  It should be used to improve and increase services rather than diverted to reduce costs to 
Auckland Tran 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

    Support Council adopting an alternative budget that invests in Auckland’s recovery, community well-being and climate 
action; this is not the time for austerity 

    Support the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2023/2024 

    Support renewals an 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I do not support the cutting of regional 
community services, local board funding, community grants, early childhood education, events, or public transportation. 
These initiatives provide quantifiable benefits to disabled, low income and marginalised communities who are in need of 
equitable support. Our rates are considered low as compared to other OECD countries, also Auckland also pays lower 
rates than all other NZ cities. Low rates come at a cost to the public services that we receive and rely on. Cutting these 
services at this time will negatively impact communities, adding extra financial burden to those who are already 
struggling. Supporting our communities is crucial, we rely on this funding, and it is especially important for underserved 
communities.  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Other 

Tell us why: I suggest selling the shares to central government instead of private investors. The airport should remain as 
public asset. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: I recommend setting a higher general rate increase and making greater use of debt. The highest proposed 
rate increase for a household is roughly the price of a cup of coffee per week. I also believe that the benefits of rate 
increases to maintain critical 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:I support investing in long-term climate resilience rather than reactionary solutions. I also emphasise that 
other climate and community resiliency initiatives funded through the Auckland Council budget cannot be cut. With cuts 
this would inhibit an Auckl 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why: I stress that community activities, initiatives and services funded through the Auckland Council budget 
cannot be cut to my local area. Cuts could mean a permanent end to the services and institutions that help to make my 
local area a community. Furthermo 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Community climate action and sustainability 
e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Polluted streams already a major issue across Auckland, so ongoing 
funding essential. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I support investing in long-term climate resilience rather than reactionary solutions.  

I stress the importance of a comprehensive cost-benefit analysis being undertaken before any budget or rate cuts are 
implemented. 

I stress the importance of comprehens 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I would not proceed with any of the proposed 
reductions, it would do damage to our city that will be much more expensive to fix in the long term. The idea that we have 
to do it to save the city is civic vandalism. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: These shares are likely to increase in value, now is a bad time to sell them. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: Investment is a necessity, and the city budget is not like a household one. We will have a brighter future 
with more spending now. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Climate change is here, and storms are likely to increase in ferocity. We have already seen so much 
damage to our city, we need to mitigate that risk going forward. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
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programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low 
Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Our communities are vital especially if funding is going to be cut by 
people who despite our votes seem to have no connection to them. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Proceed with the proposed reductions 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: None 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: These times call for drastic cost reduction and for Council to go back to basics ie being a SERVICE 
PROVIDER. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: Full transparency required for Council spending. Council should be prepared for those who cannot afford 
an increase in rates over this difficult time. Penalties for late/non-payment should NOT be applied. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why:Drains and waterways need to be maintained.  This was obvious during the second flood once the debris 
had been removed from the first flood.  Again, Council go back to basics as a SERVICE PROVIDER. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why: The City is BROKE.  Council go back to basics as a SERVICE PROVIDER ie rubbish, drains, filling pot 
holes in roads, mowing berms, trim trees from power lines. The above initiatives are vanity projects that we cannot afford 
ie $40M Meola Road for two bike 
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Cut the entertainment 
budget ie staff lunches, morning teas. Stop Maori signage - what a WASTE of taxpayers funds which is NOT adding 
value as less than 5% of the population can read Maori. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? We need a moratorium on ALL CLIMATE related initiatives which have been 
implemented through-out the Council procedures/processes/documentation to sanity check this exorbitant costings. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

We need a moratorium on ALL CLIMATE related initiatives which have been implemented through-out the Council 
procedures/processes/documentation to sanity check this exorbitant costings. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Increase funding for transport within city cbd, 
there is none for the tens of thousands that live in the Hobson/ Nelson/ Victoria area to get to town and back despite 
there being many elderly, small children and disabled in these apartments. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Gives cash for debt relief and hedges bets for the future 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: Pausing the change for business for one year maximumu as we're all suffering from cost of living increases 
and when small businesses lose the  struggle from the past few years they do not improve our city wellbeing by having to 
close. The threat and abuse 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why:We don't know the extent of damage yet and some costs will have to be deferred 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why: Stop unnecessary spending and use it for public transport, safe pavements with lighting,  bins, safe 
crossings (which were promised 5 years ago in Victoria, Nelson, Union, Sam Wrigley, Cook, Hobson and Pitt Streets) 
and putting in traffic cameras to stop 



  # 26183 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 3 of 1697 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  

Tell us why these are most important to you: Spend it better elsewhere as already suggested 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Cut all transport, food and 
beverages costs for councillors, workers, CCO etc and be like thre rest of us that are paying for it. They can all use public 
transport (thereby improving services for everyone else that pays for it and has to work to support i 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? CATR appears pointless, please scrap it 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Stop special cycle lanes and get bikers and scooters etc to stay on the road now that traffisc speed is reduced or go less 
than 5kph on pavement (like disability scooters have to) Stop advertising how good the council, AT, any CCO is because 
if they do a 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Many of the reductions the Council wishes to 
make are essential to the lives of those in Auckland. I have used the services of the Citizens Advice Bureau countless 
times, and it provides a public service that the councils and the government do not. I am worried about the Auckland that 
these reductions will create; one that hampers access to justice. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt?  
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms?  

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   
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Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I do not support the cutting of regional 
community services, local board funding, community grants, early childhood education, events, or public transportation. 
These initiatives provide quantifiable benefits to disabled, low income and marginalised communities who are in need of 
equitable support. Our rates are considered low as compared to other OECD countries, also Auckland also pays lower 
rates than all other NZ cities. Low rates come at a cost to the public services that we receive and rely on. Cutting these 
services at this time will negatively impact communities, adding extra financial burden to those who are already 
struggling. Supporting our communities is crucial, we rely on this funding, and it is especially important for underserved 
communities.  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: because i don't want foreign control, and it is a good investment 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
Tell us why: I recommend setting a higher general rate increase and making greater use of debt. The highest proposed 
rate increase for a household is roughly the price of a cup of coffee per week. I also believe that the benefits of rate 
increases to maintain critical 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:I support investing in long-term climate resilience rather than reactionary solutions. I also emphasise that 
other climate and community resiliency initiatives funded through the Auckland Council budget cannot be cut. With cuts 
this would inhibit an Auckl 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why: I stress that community activities, initiatives and services funded through the Auckland Council budget 
cannot be cut to my local area. Cuts could mean a permanent end to the services and institutions that help to make my 
local area a community. Furthermo 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Protection and 
restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low 
Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Communities are crucial to people's enjoyment of a city. Arts, culture, 
festivals, these are what make a city great. We must have more of these, not less. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Make the mayoralty a 
volunteer position (like as proposed for libraries) 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? CATR should remain as established and not paused or stopped as proposed 
in Question 1. I strongly oppose the cutting of the planned increase in bus frequency funded by the Climate Action 
Targeted Rate.  

 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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I believe arts and culture should have more not less funding 

I support investing in long-term climate resilience rather than reactionary solutions.  

I stress the importance of a comprehensive cost-benefit analysis being undertaken before any budget or rat 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 26197 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: All the proposed reductions, would only 
reduce the value of the city as a whole 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling one of our key assets for short term gain completly ignorant of the long term loss this will cause 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
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c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 26204 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The reductions proposed exclusively target 
the arts sector, climate change, and activities and programmes most relevant to young families. Why are there no 
reductions to the sports sector or unessential infrastructure? There is a clear bias in what is culturally and economically 
important. As a 27 year old working full time in creative arts and television production, who has personally received 
funding for musical projects, who frequently uses public transport, and who is looking to start a family in the next five 
years - all of these operational reductions directly impact what is most important to me and my experience living in New 
Zealand. 

Regarding public transport, it's current state is already a shambles and to further reduce funding would create so many 
issues.  I live in Central Auckland and most days two full buses go past before I'm able to get on one in peak times, so it 
takes 20-40 minutes just to get on a bus after arriving when one is supposedly due. Women use public transport more 
than women, as do lower income households, so this reduction would not only be unhelpful to an existing problem but 
also discriminatory.  

 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: There is no value in painting shares in something with insufficient return when selling them would alleviate 
debt and have no direct impact on the daily lives or aspirations of the population. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: Proceed with rates that are equitable rather than equal across the board. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why:We have an existing shortage and crisis of tradespeople and resources. We need to invest in the education 
of people and manufacturing of resources locally in order to sufficiently and realistically resolve the damage from the 
storm and future natural disa 
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5. Local Boards 

Hibiscus and Bays Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why: 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Funding for arts centres and partners, Community climate action and 
sustainability, Environmental education 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Environmental education e.g. Schools treasuring Waiōrea, Community climate action and 
sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Reducing the members 
and/or the salaries of local boards and councils. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? We should be encouraging households to have less waste, not provide them 
with an option to fill up a larger bin. I would support waste management rates if recycling was prioritised and it was made 
easier to dispose of large household items. 
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7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: Dividends earned from shares in AIAL don't justify keeping them 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
Tell us why: I would like an outline of the higher general rates increase, without compromising on NETR and WQTR. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Cut the funding for 
covering graffiti and keep it as art. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   



  # 26226 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 3 of 1697 

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  

 

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: No reduction in services. No reduction in 
support and funding for arts and culture programmes and events. No increase in debt.   

Instead, cut back on overblown consultancy fees. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why: Perhaps it's the country's government that should be the main shareholder in the country's main 
international gateway, AIAL, and maybe local council doesn't need to be a shareholder there at all. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: No rates increase. No further debt. The rates income for council is massive. Simply manage expenditure 
wisely and cut back on overblown consultancy fees. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:Storm protection is not a new unforeseen issue. The rates we've been paying all along should have ensured 
adequate storm protection was already in place. No rates increase. No further debt. The rates income for council is 
massive. Simply manage expenditur 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
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programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Overblown consultancy 
fees. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

A thriving arts and culture sector is the key to a flourishing city. I don't need to write a thesis on the subject here - the 
evidence is prolific, and interrogated by smarter folks than me.  

Mismanaged consultancy contracts are the biggest drain on our c 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?   

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt?  
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms?  

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Libraries maintain as they are please. Free buses ... 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: SOCIAL SERVICES 

I am deeply concerned by proposals to cut funding to the Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB). The CAB provides an essential 
service that meets community needs in a way that other Governmental services do not. It offers a free, sympathetic, 
accessible point of contact to give advice, help people to understand their rights and responsibilities, and where to go to 
access more help or support. I have personally been helped in the past by their advice on tenancy rights and obligations. 

As highlighted by the CAB website, last year Auckland CABs helped over 163,000 people. CAB provides a significant 
return on investment for its funding. ImpactLab measured the social good of assistance provided by CAB North Shore for 
clients with relationship issues. It found that it delivered measurable social good, equating to $13.20 for every $1 spent 
on the service. Annually, $2m funding gives a potential return of $26.4m. The service is run and delivered by volunteers 
from the community, so in purely economic terms the Council is already getting a very good deal from their economic 
investment.  

The Local Government Act places responsibility on Auckland Council for social, economic, environmental, and cultural 
well-being of local communities. This was reflected in the Council’s Thriving Communities Strategy - Ngā Hapori 
Momoho 2022-2032. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Social services such as the CAB, homeless funding, education programmes, community empowerment and youth 
centres underpin the social, economic, environmental, and cultural well-being of many communities in Auckland. They 
give support for the present and hope for the future. 

I do not support reductions in spending on these programmes. If we do not pay for community well-being services now, 
then we will have to pay for the proverbial ambulance at the bottom of the cliff. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

While the reduced number of public transport services might currently be sufficient, there should be an allowance 
included in the budget to increase services to match any increase in demand. A misalignment between supply and 
demand would effectively undermine the Council’s stated long-term Climate Plan goals to reduce emissions by changing 
travel behaviour and increasing public transport patronage. 

LOCAL BOARD FUNDED ACTIVITIES 

My understanding is that Local Board funding is already at minimal levels; if anything, their funding should be increased 
to help the boards deliver locally-representative services and activities. 

OTHER POTENTIAL REDUCTIONS 

Watercare – a greater emphasis on the efficient use of water could reduce the need for/delays of significant capital 
works.  Examples include reducing water leaks in the Watercare system as well as on private land, improved community 
education, and more innovative reuse of grey water. 

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: My understanding is that the shares have increased in value by approximately 10% per year on average 
over the last twenty years (compounded).  If the Council was to borrow the capital to cover the cost of keeping these 
shares, it would have to pay approxi 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  
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We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: A 7% rates increase, combined with the use of additional debt to support the continued existence of the 
Council’s social and cultural infrastructure. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Investment in resilience will pay off when future climatic events occur. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: Please refer to my commentary on Question 1 regarding the reduction of social and community services 
and local board funding. 

While I broadly agree with the high-level priorities listed above, I am concerned about the proposed reductions in 
activities as 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. 
Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I don’t believe that we should be selecting only three of the above 
activities for protection from funding reduction, but I have done so since the form gave no other option. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   
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Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

It is important that funding for Climate Change initiatives is protected and used efficiently for that purpose.  

Climatic and social resilience is key to our city's future.  

 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I have lived in Auckland for more than 10 
years as a student and now working professional and I am against all of the proposed reductions. In particular, I think the 
cuts to public transport should not be enacted, and that services should instead be returned to pre-December 2022 levels 
or even higher. Reducing the number of cars on the road is an important action towards reducing emissions and the 
impact to the climate in Auckland. By cutting public transport services and funding, driving cars is incentivised further, 
whereas the more usable public transport it (i.e. more frequent services, more reliable services, lower prices) the more it 
will be used. In light of the recent flooding events in Auckland and cyclone Gabrielle, it seems irresponsible at best to 
actively work against changes that can reduce the frequency and severity of these weather events in future. Additionally, 
public transport infrastructure is especially vital for those who, for various reasons, can't drive or don't want to drive. 
There is a social cost to transport inequity that isn't immediately captured in a balance sheet but will be paid in other 
ways if not financially. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Ōrākei Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 
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Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community grants, Environmental restoration and pest control, 
Library opening hours 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

In the Mayoral Proposal, agreed by the Governing Body, the proposed reduction in operating costs would require the 
Ōrākei Local Board to find $650,000 in savings in 2023/2024 from a discretionary budget of $1.4 million. In the time 
frame available to us this discretionary budget is the only one we can access to make these savings. We have proposed 
where these savings might come from and how they would effect the activities and services we provide in our supporting 
information (pages 158-161) 

.What do you think of the savings we've proposed across our activities and services? Other 

Tell us why: I support the mowing service level reduction and community leasing charge proposals. I do not 
support the other proposals 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

The budget shortfall that the council wants to fill is $295 million. From what I've been able to find online, there are 
approximately 600,000 ratepaying households in Auckland (probably more than this but less than 700,000). The draft 
budget for rates rev 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The environment, public transport and cycle 
ways are important and need continued support and ongoing funding.  De carbonising must continue to have a high 
priority. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: We do not trust the current mayor to prioritise correctly.   The environment must be forefront 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
Tell us why: Do not borrow to place a burden on future generations.  Higher rates now to pay for the environmental and 
infrastructure that is needed.  Reduce council and consultancy costs. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,   
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b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Ongoing support for bus services must continue 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Cycle ways and the environment need continued funding.  Public transport needs continued funding.  Free public 
transport should be a goal. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 'Do not proceed with: 

- Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

- Reducing regional services,  

- Reducing local board funded activities, and 

- Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run.  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 
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Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 'The proposed cuts seems counter-intuitive to 
the type of city that I as a rate payer would like to live in.   

- The traffic is shocking in Auckland, by reducing the number of buses you would be encouraging more people to use 
their cars. 

- Reducing money to the arts would have a detrimental effect on the livliness of Auckland and make it less attractive for 
tourism. 

- The divide between the haves and the have nots are increasing the proposed budgets would mostly affect those that 
need the support the most. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: It is important for Auckland to have a significant shareholding in AIAL to help ensure the cities interests are 
considered when making decisions about the Airport.  It is the biggest airport and  the main way that people enter the 
country - if Auckland Co 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: The proposed budget would have long-term affects which I see as being more expensive in the long term 
financial increases (loss of arts and culture to the city; reduced public transport; loss of educational 
programmes/community services and no climate act 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:The weather at the beginning of 2023 showed that we are not ready for climate change. 
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5. Local Boards 

Kaipātiki Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024?  I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Youth programmes, Community climate action and sustainability, 
Protection and restoration of local waterways 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services would you be prepared to have 
funding reduced for? (i.e. which are least important to you?): 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why: The initiatives are taking away support from the community.  This proposal is to choose what to take away 
from when all are important. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action 
and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Sell a golf course or two. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  
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7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

What sort of consultation or involvement has taken place with Mana Whenua? 

Everything about this budget is about short term gains.  However, it doesn't take into account any of the long-term 
effects.  I live in the CBD and it has been great to see how th 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The plan to cut funding to regional services 
such as community and education programmes etc. is especially concerning to me - these programmes are vital for the 
communities they serve and reducing them in any way would significantly hurt Auckland in the long run. Similarly, 
maintaining the current reduced rates of public transport is also not viable, given the acute demand and need for public 
transport in Auckland. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: The Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I think it is important to prioritise avoiding cuts to crucial public and community services as much as 
possible 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
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Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Environmental restoration 
and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I think it is very important to maintain vital programmes for communities 
as well as maintain programmes that will benefit the environment/mitigate the effects of climate change. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? I support more investment in buses, walking and cycleways, but not at the cost 
of the Climate Action Targeted Rate 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

The Council needs to prioritise public transport, funding for community programmes and climate action - these things are 
vital for Auckland and New Zealand and a whole and will do significant damage to the Auckland community in the long 
term if they are n 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I don't support any of these reductions. They 
are all critical to the future of the city, and are false economies which will result in more pain later on. These services 
need more investment not less, and the money should come from debt, rates increases, and selling the golf courses. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: we can buy back more shares later if need be, this is sort of like taking on debt to fund investments. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: rates aren't covering expenses so should be increased 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:essential investment 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: The council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024?  

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Reiterating to not cut funding to libraries and community activities. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Arts child education and public transport are 
important resources for council to provide and support. These should be further developed rather than reduced. 
Reducing tourism and arts engagement will lose money and impact aucklands culture negatively 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Keeping shares will safeguard future budgets 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It's important to invest and fix infrastructure now to prevent future damage 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: Community culture is particularly important 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Less roads and carparks 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with any operating spending 
reductions. This is not the time to cut operational spending to services that we know contribute to the health, wellbeing 
and interconnectedness of communities and people across Auckland, but especially communities that have already been 
economically and socially impacted by fiscal management directing funds away from community and services, wealth 
and income inequality or the ongoing impacts of colonisation. 

In particular, following the events of the last few years, including the halting of tourist activity in our city throughout the 
Covid-19 pandemic, extreme weather events and flooding, investing in services is vital for several reasons: 

a) Investing in these initiatives and programmes ensures they can continue to grow and build on their achievements 
during some incredibly challenging times. It is paramount to the future of an economically healthy Auckland and to long-
term budgeting that services, including ECE, homelessness and housing support, youth services and other community-
based or community-engaged services, are supported to continue without interruption. Doing so enables these services 
to continue to help build strong and flourishing communities and young people and empower people into the future in the 
face of climate-driven and other challenging events. 

Organisation (if applicable): A Better Budget for Auckland 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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b) The Auckland floods of this year have already demonstrated the critical importance of community initiatives and 
projects swiftly coordinating and acting on the ground to support those in need. With such a strong example of how 
spending on community and building up local services pays off, cutting these costs is unwise, myopic and dangerous. 

c) Ensuring operational costs are continued, we are given further opportunities to measure how these programmes and 
initiatives are going without casting doubt on the impact that cutting operational spending might have had. 

d) The impact of the operational cuts is likely to be imprudent in many cases. As mentioned above, initiatives designed to 
support homeless people or those in need of housing have been built up in capacity, strategic planning and community 
engagement over many years. Withdrawing funding from programmes like this comes at a cost not only to those 
potentially receiving the services but to the overall operational costs of the initiatives given what has already been 
invested in, in terms of staffing, strategy and resourcing. 

e) The social cost of withdrawing operational funding from these initiatives is unlikely to be fully captured by conventional 
measurements or benchmarks, even where wellbeing measures are implemented. 

f) Relating also to item (e) above, the withdrawal of operational funding to many of these programmes runs in opposition 
to the Auckland Plan 2050's wellbeing goals, which include like the direction to "Improve health and wellbeing for all 
Aucklanders by reducing harm and disparities in opportunities". We know from other examples over the last two decades 
and research that withdrawing operational funding from a wide range of community-based and community-engaged 
initiatives is more likely to exacerbate wellbeing inequities and take away from people's and communities' opportunities. 

g) Relating to item (f) above, the Local Government Act Amendment 2019 affirms the role of local government in 
fostering social, economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing. The proposed operational spending reductions directed 
at cultural organisations and social activities that bind communities together, run counter to Auckland Council's role in 
nurturing these aspects of wellbeing. 

h) The Local Government Act 2002 (100, 1; 100, 2) makes clear that Auckland Council can run a budget deficit if it is 
deemed financially prudent to do, with specific reference to funding "expenses associated with maintaining the service 
capacity and integrity of assets throughout their useful life." The Act encourages the implementation of fiscal 
management designed to balance revenue and to spend over a long-term duration, including the option to offset a short-
term deficit by maintaining operational spending that is most likely to reduce future costs, bring in ongoing revenue and 
consolidate resilience in initiatives where significant spending has already taken place. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling the Auckland Council's significant holding of AIAL shares has irreversible consequences. The sale 
will result in a one-off income at the loss of all future dividends. Despite the proposal that sales of these shares will save 
several hundred millio 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 
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• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Raising general rates and leveraging further debt are two crucial tools available to prevent the wide-ranging 
operational cuts and re-prioritising of local board spending proposed in this budget. Considering the impact such cuts 
would have (outlined in qu 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:The recent flood and extreme weather events, which resulted in the loss and damage of thousands of 
people’s homes, injured people and the death of four Aucklanders, demonstrate the limits of local infrastructure to 
respond to future events like these. In 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: Support these priorities and actively commit to projects that support extreme weather resilience, flood 
response and prevention, mitigation of climate emergency, and reduction of carbon and methane emissions. 

Noting some of the proposed safety measures t 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai 
Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Designing this form so that those submitting have to limit priorities to a 
selection of three makes it difficult to respond to these really important questions meaningfully. All of the above items are 
important and deserve funding and ongoing attention. I 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? No, but continuing the no-
mow initiative is good. 



  # 26300 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 4 of 1697 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Now is not the time to freeze funding for water quality or the natural 
environment. The Water Quality Targeted Rate and the Natural Environment Targeted Rate will generate much-needed 
revenue (estimated at $50 million) that can go towards infrastructure a 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Reviewing the processes and timelines for public feedback on annual budgets should be prioritised so that Aucklanders 
can be engaged with decisions under consideration meanfully over time and so more opportunities are created for 
communities to understand 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I do not support the proposed spending 
reductions. The reduction in funding will have a long term negative impact on community well-being, safety and resilience 
and does not respond to the climate emergency. I do not support the proposed reductions and instead support 
unfreezing the Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates, increasing borrowing, and increasing general 
rates at least to the rate of inflation (rather than the proposed 4.66% increase) Request council maximise alternative 
sources of funding such as increasing on street parking charges and the introduction of charges at Park &amp; Rides. 
Do not support proposals to permanently cancel many hundreds of buses a week nor the proposal to increase the costs 
of public transport fares. Do not support cuts to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited’s facilities and services: the Auckland Art 
Gallery, the ZOO, the Maritime Museum; Auckland Live; the Bruce Mason Centre and the Stadiums Do not support the 
proposed cuts to funding to community, culture, regional events, economic development and social services; or the 
proposal to halve Local Board discretionary spending which may result in cuts to library hours, grants, events, 
environmental projects, community gardens support, youth funding. 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Do not support any sale to pay down debt. Support keeping our current airport shareholding because once 
gone, this asset can no longer be leveraged or support future revenue raising for Council. Prior to covid the airport 
shares generated a $60m dividend 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Support council setting a higher general rates increase AND making greater use of debt. Council should set 
rates at least at the rate of inflation (8 -9 % rather than the proposed 4.66%) Auckland rates are low compared with other 
metropolitan centres. Sup 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Support the importance of investing in stormwater infrastructure, especially in light of recent extreme 
weather events. In addition, Council’s ability to prepare and respond to future storms and climate impacts will be greatly 
enhanced by ensuring all ren 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Support the importance of investing in stormwater infrastructure, especially in light of recent extreme 
weather events.    

In addition, Council’s ability to prepare and respond to future storms and climate impacts will be greatly enhanced by 
ensuring all 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you: The City Centre residential community is often forgotten about, it doesn't 
receive the same level of parity as the business community. It's imperative these services and are maintained because 
this community is barely supported commensurate with the popul 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Reduce the salaries of 
those in the Mayoral office. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? Do not support  Council reprioritising the Climate Action Targeted Rate which 
was established only last year with overwhelming public support.  It should be used to improve and increase services 
rather than diverted to reduce costs to Auckland Transport. 

 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 
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• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Support Council adopting an alternative budget that invests in Auckland’s recovery, community well-being and climate 
action; this is not the time for austerity 

Support the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2023/2024 

Support renewals and all new inv 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Education programmes, arts and culture 
programmes, regional events and social services such as homelessness funding, youth, and empowerment. All of these 
programmes are important for our diverse communities in providing educational materials to enrich our cultures. Without 
all of these, we will struggle and sink even harder with inflation etc. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: It is important to keep at least 10 percent of our shareholding. It would be idiotic to sell all 100% of 
shareholding at this stage, as I believe it could welcome giant capitalists to make the system even harder than it is. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: I think this is the best option for everyone, considering many many households that have conditions 
different than others. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why:The repairs and replacements shall be a one-off $20million if this is the proposal's goal. 

Rather if you look at planning and developing solutions to the storm responses in the long run, it should be a different 
proposal, where it is set to be a 10-year 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  
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Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I do not support-“Reducing our funding to 
Tātaki Auckland Unlimited to save a further $27.5 million”. These services and facilities are critical to the vibrancy of our 
City. I am happy to pay sufficient rates across two properties I own in Auckland City to adequately fund these activities.   

I do not support-“ Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, arts and culture 
programmes, regional events, economic development, and other social services activities such as homelessness 
funding, community empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $20 million”. These services and facilities are 
critical to the vibrancy of our City. I am happy to pay sufficient rates across two properties I own in Auckland City to 
adequately fund these activities. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: There is no need for Council to invest in commercial enterprise, it’s job is to deliver community and social 
services. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: We need to properly fund infrastructure and social services. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:This is necessary 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: These a sensible priorities 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and 
sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Necessary for a vibrant and sustainable city 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
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interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Absolutely not cut these  the arts are 
fundamental to a well educated and inquisitive future population 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Keeping thus is a mechanism for accountability  full privatization follows capitalist values for the few 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:Find funds through other means znd nitvthe rax payer again given cost of living crisis.  Tax the rich and 
those sole traders who use loopholes to be fuch 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why: Sick of services for vulnerable populations being cut first  

 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Sick of vulnerable populations being targeted and average workers funding change. Tax businesses and those who do 
not pay correct tax through use of loopholes.  tired if capitalist rhetoric.  for the many not the few. stop the greed 

 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I’m these times of accelerating corporate 
greed and increasing inequality, council has an opportunity to invest in people and thereby the future wellbeing of the 
city. Budget cuts are shortsighted; as fewer and fewer people own property, we risk people becoming increasingly 
alienated disenfranchised, and this vicious cycle repeating. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 

 



  # 26362 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 2 of 1697 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: The council’s credit rating is strong enough to support borrowing in the short term to invest in the wellbeing 
of the people, who’ll provide the economic base to generate the debt repayment. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
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c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

More cycle ways, more buses please. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and culture facilities and events, Community facilities, services and 
activities, Climate action and sustainability initiatives 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: Auckland must remain a vibrant cultural city 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental 
restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Keep Auckland clean and cultural 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: any further reduction of the already limited 
stuff we have now would be incredibly hard on our community. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why: we need the funding within our communities in order for many of the people to survive 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action 
and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: i think these are what makes our communities so unique and 
sustainable 
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Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I don’t want any reductions in council 
spending. We want a city that is great to live in! 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and culture facilities and events, Community facilities, services and 
activities, Environmental activities e.g. pest control and wildlife protection on west coast beaches 

Tell us why these are most important to you: In fact I don’t want any reduction in any of these 
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The cost of urban sprawl should be borne by 
those who choose to engage in it. Rather than cut services across the board, it makes more sense to charge those who 
continue to choose to live in a manner that is non-conducive with 'big city' living. I understand it is a tough electoral policy 
to push, but eventually Auckland will need to address the suburban sprawl that has happened for the last 40 years, and 
levy costs on those who are choosing, or forced to live far from their places of work or desired recreational sites, so that 
they can continue to live in a detached home. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Seems very shortsighted to sell shares in assets to fund current cost issues - what happens in future when 
we inevitably run into financial trouble once again and have less assets to sell? Especially ones that will only continue to 
increase in value. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: $3 a week seems a very small increase for households to bear. It's less than the price of a coffee once a 
week. I would've thought something like an extra $10 a week would be easily manageable, as well as help to increase 
overall financial intake. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:With the increasing climate unpredictability, we are going to need to be more prepared - things such as 
increased dam size for dry years, as well as better stormwater systems to prevent further flooding will need funding, but 
are a necessary spend for the 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 
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Tell us why: Living in the CBD, there are far more pressing issues water quality and mowing issues. There is an 
underclass developing of impoverished people who are stuck in the CBD which causes trouble for both them and those 
who live there. While I am aware that thi 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Libraries are an essential service, waterways should be protected to 
increase the 'ambience/liveability' of an area, and low carbon lifestyles will increase both liveability and safety in the city. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Could've not bought a 
massive building in the CBD when remote work is increasingly becoming normalised, and then pay a large amount to 
reclad it. In general, reassessing many spends to see whether they are actually necessary for the world that we find our 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland 
Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors. These services directly improve social 
cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. 

Cutting this funding will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

My workplace, The New Zealand Dance Company, breadth of scope of our output in the Auckland community and our 
ability to collaborate with other companies and independent practitioners, creating regular employment opportunities, is 
reliant on local board funds and regional contestable grants. These funding sources also contribute to our ability to hire 
and present in a range of Auckland venues, from which the economy benefits through increased visitation and spend in 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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hospitality, advertising, technology and tourism on top of the essential social benefits that the arts provide to the 
community, underlining the importance of continuing to grow the arts to grow the vibrancy of the city. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?   

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt?  
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms?  

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



Do not proceed with: 

• Reducing regional contestable grants.
• Reducing regional services,
• Reducing local board funded activities
• Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited

These proposed cuts, which while small in terms of the Council’s overall budget, will have an outsize 
impact on our arts, culture and creative sector, and youth and community programmes and services. 

Our social infrastructure – including our arts, culture and creative sector – is needed more than ever 
as our communities try to move on from three years of COVID-19 disruption. 

This is a time to invest, not a time to cut. 

Our arts events, cultural festivals, theatre, dance, music, comedy and other creative activities bring 
life to our city, bring Auckland communities together, and attract domestic and international tourists. 
This has a positive knock-on effect to our restaurants, hotels, transport and other sectors. 

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire 
city benefits. These services improve social cohesion, make our city more inclusive and welcoming, 
help us to attract and retain new residents and industry, boost the local economy, create jobs and 
make the city more prosperous. 

Our arts, culture and creative sector jobs, organisations and facilities are not nice-to-haves that can 
be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost, some of the organisations responsible for delivering these 
services will shutter, and some facilities will struggle to survive. 

This is not a time to cut back these funding sources. This is a time to invest in the essential arts and 
creative sectors. Should the decision be made to reduce funding in these areas, the loss will be both 
tangible and permanent and the ripples of consequence will be felt for generations. Tāmaki Makaurau 
is a brilliant city and it is imperative that the city is nourished and that arts and culture are areas of 
priority for Auckland Council to invest in. To countenance otherwise is untenable. 
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: No cuts to Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art 
Gallery, Maritime Museam and similar non-commercial community facing educational venues. 

No cuts to homelessness funding or funding for youth centres. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: The Airport is a strategic asset.  The only sale of Council shares that I would support would be a sale to the 
Government to enable them to remain in public hands. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: I was made redundant during Covid and I still dont have a job. I cant afford a larger rates bill 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why:The additional money will very likley not be used effectively. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Prefer Council sets an higher general rates increase and making greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Environmental restoration and pest 
control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Spend funds on CATR on bus services improvements as planned. Support 
more investment in public transport, footpaths and cycleways. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Oppose cuts to opening hours at libraries and to services they provide.  

Oppose cuts to CAB services. 

Oppose funding towards the arts, educational programmes and community centre events.                                                           
Oppose cut 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: '- Maintaining the currently reduced number 
of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 2023/2024 to save $21 million 

Reduced public transport services are already impacting people every day, including people who rely solely on public 
transport to get around. Public transport is a vital piece in climate action and people will not take it up as a transport habit 
if it remains sparse and unreliable meaning more cars stay clogging up our roads and polluting our air. 

- Reducing our funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited to save a further $27.5 million, with effects on service delivery 
(including economic development and tourism promotion) and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, 
Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues in Auckland. 

These services are key elements of making Auckland a good place to live and visit. If we keep cutting things and making 
Auckland a worse place to live, then we will lose people - both residents and visitors - which will have a worse effect on 
our economy. 

- Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional 
events, economic development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $20 million 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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These community programmes are vital, and the loss of them will disproportionately affect marginalised communities and 
have a much greater impact on our future city and economy. 

- Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 

Local board funded activities are the lifeblood of our communities and play a huge role in place making, providing a 
sense of belonging and empowering people to work together to make their communities better. 

- Reducing regional contestable grants to save $3 million 

Again, regional contestable grants are what support our communities to grow and improve and have vast impacts on 
economy, community and environment. Not to mention all the people who are employed through grants. 

- No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 

Cutting these services will disproportionately impact already marginalised communities, some people will have to stop 
working, drop out of higher education opportunities and more. These losses will have a huge impact on their futures and 
ours as a city.  

All of these proposed cuts also put Council jobs on the line. Auckland Council is Auckland's largest employer (as it 
should be as the Council literally services 1.7+ million people over 4,894 km²) and making people lose their jobs will have 
a hugely negative impact on our economy as a whole. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Investment projections are always dicey and unpredictable so selling some of our shares to reduce our 
debt while still being able to benefit from any future growth in share value would be prudent. Lets not forget that those 
shares will go on longer than o 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
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Tell us why: The Natural Environment Targeted Rate and Water Quality Targeted Rate were voted in SPECIFICALLY to 
be dedicated to environmental outcomes. Taking from these rates will not only render a lot of our investment thus far as 
null, but is also dishonours the t 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Climate action is real and we need to be prepared for it. Planning ahead for this kind of thing to continue to 
happen - cause it will - is wise. As is using that investment where possible to get ready for these events to lessen their 
impacts. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: These priorities invest in our future and are a reflection of the priorities of our people 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Environmental education e.g. Schools treasuring Waiōrea, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. 
Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: The environment is our most important asset and we must take care of 
it. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   
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Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Increasing the cost for swimming pool and spa pool compliance makes the 
most sense as these are elective services (i.e. people choose to have pools, pools are not a life necessity) and as such, 
they should pay for the cost of maintaining them. It should n 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I have already said this but its important so I will say it again.  

Many of the proposed cuts to services will disproportionately affect already marginalised communities. This is unfair. 

Reducing our already too low investment in our city will just make t 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I oppose the proposed cuts to operational 
spending, as community and social services are essential to people's well-being,  especially at this time with the rising 
cost of living and post-covid. Cutting these services can only have detrimental impacts. Also, there should be no long-
term funding cuts to public transport. Instead the council should be focused on improving public transportation, making it 
more reliable and accessible.  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: I strongly oppose selling the Council's AIAL shares, as they are an investment for the future and are also 
an important part of our security and infrastructure. It is important that the council is involved in decision-making and has 
some level of control 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: This is not a good time for rate increases, as people are already struggling with the rising cost of living, and 
the fallout from covid lockdowns, plus the recent flooding. We should further increase debt and/or sell off some of the 
Auckland Council's gol 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Agree that we need to focus on improving our resilience to storms into the future, plus supporting those who 
are impacted by flooding, etc. (especially given the potential impacts of climate change in the future) - I support the 
proposal to increase the o 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: These priorities are community and environment based and also are focused on increasing resilience into 
the future. They have my full support. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  

Tell us why these are most important to you: None of these priorities should be cut. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Selling golf course(s), 
especially those which have high land values. There are enough Council-owned golf courses to support this, along with 
the privately owned courses. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
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Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 26432 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: '- 'The reduction of regional services such as 
community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional events, economic development, and 
other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community empowerment and funding for youth centres'  
Surely these things are super important for the wellbeing of the communities and especially our youth.  How can we 
empower and strengthen these necessary areas to be self sustaining if funding is reduced? Those directly affected by 
these reductions will become more of a drain if there is no support or stepping stone out. 

- 'No longer directly providing early childhood education services' Again this affects people that really need a boost and 
removing this support will directly impact parents trying to get back into the workforce and remove the incentive to 
become employed. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Auckland Council's credit rating is extremely high and I believe the returns of these investments would 
contribute to bringing down our debt in the future 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: Auckland council has a great credit rating.  Make greater use of debt 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Pay more attention to flood plains and stop allowing resource consent to build in these spaces 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: It's common sense 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? It makes sense to support 
the community in every way possible. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I really feel that the way the questions have been delivered and the language used feels bias and is weighted negatively.  
I would like to point out that there are members of the community that do not have access to the internet or mobile 
phones.  How do 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I would not proceed with these cuts as I 
believe these areas are essential for a world class city: 

Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 2023/2024 to save $21 
million 

Reducing our funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited to save a further $27.5 million, with effects on service delivery 
(including economic development and tourism promotion) and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, 
Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues in Auckland 

Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional 
events, economic development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $20 million 

Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? I support the identification 
of additional low mow / no mow areas as the best cost cutting measure 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
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interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Cutting Arts funding will have such a huge 
impact on our city. The arts is already significantly underfunded and these cuts will see so many incredible practitioners 
close their doors. The arts has a massive impact on youth, public wellbeing and inclusion. It is so ignorant to think this 
will not impact the city. The arts provide the heart of a city, when a city has heart it has happiness and then people will be 
out and about, spending more money. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. The difference between a 
7% general rates increase and 13.5% general rates increase is 0.2%. In practice that’s about the price of a cup of coffee 
per household per week whic 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  
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Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? More investment in buses, walking and cycleways ! 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: All proposed arts and culture austerity cuts 
would cause long term, unrecoverable damage to our community - these are tangible costs. As a daily user our public 
transport system is already unsufficiant. I'm in favor of accessing loans during this temporary shortfall. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you: These are essential to the cultural fabric / value of living in Tāmaki 
Makaurau - they literally make it worth living here. 
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Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  
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What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental 
restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It is important for us to invest in stormwater infrastructure, especially in light of recent extreme weather 
events. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental 
restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Rate payers own reasonable wealth in society compared to the majority. Property wealth is 
disproportionately lucrative compared to other types of wealth. It is important that these asset owners contribute 
reasonably highly to Auckland Council and their br 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  



  # 26483 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 3 of 1697 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Increasing resilience to natural hazards is the most important focus for Auckland right now. If we do not 
invest now, much larger costs will occur in the future. We have seen this with the massive 'clean up' effort of recent 
events that impacted Auckland, 

 

5. Local Boards 

Albert-Eden Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: We need to invest in our communities if they're going to grow. We're still recovering from COVID, floods 
and cyclones. Losing these initiatives will further compound the hurt our communities feeling. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events, Community climate action and sustainability, 
Protection and restoration of local waterways 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Council are ultimately trying to create a better city for PEOPLE and the 
environment. We need to focus on supporting our communities, culture and protecting our natural environment. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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There are other council assets, such as Golf Courses, which are of great value and only utilised by some in our 
communities. There needs to be consideration of the value of making 'cuts' around assets like these before cutting wide 
spread community initia 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I believe rates should be increased, services 
examined for relevance but not a straight out cut. We have been developing a vibrant city with wonderful services. These 
should continue or we loose everything we have gained over the last decade or so. 

I am also worried that this will severely affect Auckland's transport. Pre Covid we made great improvements on the use of 
Public Transport but it is currently being thrown away by having ineffective services. Some councilors are resistant to 
cycle ways but every commuting cyclist and school child is fewer cars clogging our streets. On top of this I want to cycle 
for leisure and fitness, but I'm of an age where ease and safety are important. We all deserve to be able to cycle safely. 

As an ex-teacher I know how important libraries are - please do not further reduce services. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: They are a valuable asset and the city should have a voice in the company 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: As I said earlier I believe we should be raising rates. at the same time we need to utilise debt. I heard there 
is a limit, then get the limit raised. There is a lot that needs money spent, especially after the damaging floods. 

Also it reads as though you 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:As I said above, spend on infrastructure. Ensure drains can cope and no building on flood zones. 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: Safe guarding our environment, ecology 

Minimise the effects of further storms 

Providing safe recreational services, especially as more people move into apartments/homes with smaller yards 

Leys Institute is a treasure and very much missed 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  

Tell us why these are most important to you: I can't choose only 3. All areas are important. I elect people to make the 
priorities. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Environment needs looking after far better than is being done 

We need investment in public transport and safe walking and cycling 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Council needs to look at investing in the city's future. Climate change is knocking and we were not ready. 
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Get our infrastructure sorted, invest in people and continue creating a vibrant livable place to live. 

Rate rises are not evil 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Please do not deprive our city from having 
essential services for public wellbeing!  

I strongly encourage y’all to not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

reducing regional services,  

reducing local board funded activities, or 

reducing regional contestable grants. 

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future!! The future is inclusive, progressive, 
collective, Indigenous, open, queer, equitable. Don’t make us regress.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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This is not cost-effective nor is it how we should be treating our communities- everyone deserves to live an authentic, 
affordable, equitable, safe life and being able to connect and engage with arts and culture is vital to the wellbeing of our 
city and people.  

Cutting this funding will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities as well!  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?   

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Tax the rich 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 
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Tell us why:We should invest in revitalisation of wetlands and day lighting of streams to care for the whenua. We must 
take action on the climate emergency every way we can! 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Climate action needs to be a priority as well as empowering our marginalised communities, it’s 
disappointing to not have any mention of caring for our unhoused whānau and supporting our vulnerable communities. 
Auckland Central has a strong rainbow and tak 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa 
Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? No need for savings, we 
have some of the wealthiest suburbs- we need to tax the rich and have them pay their fair share in caring for the 
community! Down with classism. Then we should invest more money in supporting our communities without thinking 
about 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 
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Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Funding organisations like Basement Theatre, Studio One, Ellen Melville, as well as libraries and community centres- 
these places and what they provide  are crucial to the essence of Tāmaki Makaurau and are how I have built a home and 
a life here. Aucklan 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 

 



  # 26523 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 2 of 1697 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  
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Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Consider the Better 
Budget options - savings should be in line with a sustainable, community based long term plan. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Support Tupunga Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2023/4 

Continue funding CAB 

Analyse social costs of the cuts to community services being proposed before doing any of them as the long-term effects 
could be very costly into the future. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I do not support: 

1. Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited to save a further $27.5 million, with effects on service delivery 
(including economic development and tourism promotion) and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, 
Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues in Auckland; or 

2. Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional 
events, economic development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $20 million 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: A shareholding of 18% does not enable to the Counci to exercise material influence over the decisions of 
the Airport company board in ways which will benefit ratepayers ahead of other stakeholders in the Airport company.  
Without that influence the Counci 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: The Council has capacity to take on more debt.  This will provide some relief to the many ratepayers are 
struggling to pay their rates. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:An increase in operating budgets by around $20 million each year is unlikely to be enough to materially 
improve the Council's ability to prepare for and respond to future storms.  THis figure will need to be reviwed as more 
information of the impacts of c 

 



  # 26526 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 3 of 1697 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: The Board's priorities are expressed in very general terms which are hard to understand and assess.  
However, I do not support any reduction in library hours or in the provision of CAB services.  These services are vital to 
the community. 

The physical res 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: As noted above, library services are vital to the community. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

It would be a major step forward for the Council if it could find a way to stop referring to ratepayers as "customers" (i.e 
consumers who pay for services) and to start using a term which reflects the role of ratepayers as members of a 
particpative local 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Overall, the budget proposes significant cuts 
to core Council services. Although it is suggested that the cuts are necessary for financial reasons, they are not. It seems 
that the cuts are being proposed for ideological or political reasons, not because they are necessary or in the best 
interests of Aucklanders. 

I do not support cuts in any of these areas. Specifically: 

• I do not support cuts in funding to Auckland Art Gallery. I also do not support introduction of entry charges, 
which will widen social inequity by deterring people on low incomes most. I do not support cuts to opening hours 

• I oppose any reduction in the Climate Action Targeted Rate, and oppose its funds being diverted to Auckland 
Transport. As recent weather events show, we need more climate action, not less. 

• I oppose cuts to Citizens Advice Bureau services 

• I oppose any cuts to library funding, hours or library services. 

• I oppose reductions to regional contestable community grants 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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• I oppose reductions in the Natural Environment Targeted Rate – we should not reduce spending on climate and 
other environmental initiatives, including fighting kauri dieback and controlling predators, at a time when we have just 
seen widespread flooding associated with climate change 

• I oppose reductions in the Water Quality Targeted Rate – we should not reduce spending on water 
infrastructure at a time when widespread flooding has shown just how important water infrastructure is 

Overall, I oppose the cuts outlined in 'Proposal A: Auckland Council - Saving $20 million across a range of Regional 
Services'. 

It is proposed to reduce bus services to achieve $21 million in savings. But reduced bus services will reduce demand for 
bus use, since service availability is one of the important drivers of bus use. This runs counter to efforts to promote and 
increase public transport use, which is an important strategy for climate mitigation/reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
e.g. as reflected in the Council’s Transport Emissions Reduction Plan (TERP). This is particularly ill-timed given recent 
climate-related weather disasters in the city. There should be no reduction in bus services. I also do not support any 
increases in bus fares. We also need to ensure Auckland Transport is able to continue investing in walking and cycling, 
to further lower emissions. One useful way to raise revenue, while also cutting emissions, would be to raise parking 
charges, or to introduce charges where parking is currently free. Transport investment and prioritisation should be 
broadly aligned with the TERP. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: I do not support the sale of airport shares. This is a strategic asset, particularly in the context of the urgent 
need to reduce emissions, to which aviation is an important contributor. Sale of the airport shareholding will also reduce 
future income from 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
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Tell us why: As shown in the consultation documents, the Council’s debt to revenue ratio is already trending down. This 
provides the opportunity to respond to external shocks, such as we are currently experiencing, by taking on more debt. It 
does not make sense to pro 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Environmental restoration and pest 
control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I support all of these. Just don't cut them. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   
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What do you think of these proposals? The Climate Action Targeted Rate was strongly supported. Recent weather 
disasters show how important climate action is. It is ludicrous to propose spending this targeted rate on anything other 
than climate action, especially at this time. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Overall, I think the spending cuts proposed in the budget will have a range of important negative impacts on Auckland, 
and alternative courses of action are available, so I strongly oppose the proposed cuts. I also oppose lowering targeted 
rates, temporar 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not cut funding to CAB or any other 
community organisations. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: Sell all our shares - Council are a poor owner and its debt funded 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: We have too much debt already 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: Please don’t cut funding to Local Boards 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai 
Ōrea lake and wetland 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Sell the Port - Council is a bad owner of commercial assets 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Auckland needs to 

Maintain its commitment to the arts 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I would not like to proceed with reduction to 
education, arts and culture programmes. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: I would rather we sell our shares of the Auckland International Airport than remove funding from arts, 
culture and education. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Investing in better infrastructure will save our government money in the long run as more natural disasters 
are likely to occur. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I support all priorities but most importantly the ones that are environment related. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
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Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action 
and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I believe arts and culture are fundamental and I would be really 
disappointed to see funding reduced for this as well as climate action. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? '- 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? '- 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Arts, culture and the environment! 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Reducing regional services such as 
community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional events, economic development, and 
other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community empowerment and funding for youth centres to 
save $20 million. 

This would be a devastating loss to the city. These community education and arts programmes are fundamental in 
creating community and lifting our people up. In these hard times we need hope and community. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Based on Auckland Council’s assumptions and modelling, the highest possible rates increase that they 
investigated (&gt;13%) would fall well within the boundaries of what they consider ‘affordable’ (that is, less than 5% of the 
median annual household inco 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I don't know 

Tell us why:  
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Community 
programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? I support more investment in buses, walking and cycleways. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: all of them, having local communities is 
important. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: I feel like selling public assets is a bad idea in the long run 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  
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Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: A city without arts and culture is not a city 
worth living in. It doesn’t thrive, it doesn’t connect, it doesn’t attract, it rots. The most successful cities globally are 
epicentres of life and art and community. It is devastating to even consider cutting the funding to arts and culture. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Once these are gone, they’re gone. It’s a valuable asset and needs to be preserved. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Set a higher general rates increase AND make greater use of debt! 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:This seems obvious. People have lost so much already, my mums house has been absolutely wrecked. To 
not go ahead with this is a slap in the face of New Zealanders and a complete disregard for their safety and well-being. 
It’s so so important given climate 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: The most important are protecting our ecological integrity and public spaces. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Local waste minimisation activities 
e.g. Waitematā waste away 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: The most important things for the future of our country are 
community/culture and environmental protection. All of these options are important. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Yup! Stop paying such 
disproportionately high wages to people working in the system. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

PLEASE DONT MAKE CUTS TO ARTS AND CULTURE! It will not be beneficial to our country. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: All of these proposed reductions destroy 
billions to save millions, which just doesn't add up. Further, there are other means to raise funding that are not 
considered, like increasing parking charges, imposing congestion charges for cars, targeted rates increases, and making 
all public transport fee-free in order to reduce wear and tear on roads and thus reduce expenses over time. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: The shares in Auckland Airport are strategically important to the city - without them, we are entirely at the 
mercy of a private company to manage our air travel, which is pretty risky. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: I would prefer that we increase general rates, pause the change to the split between business and 
residential rates, do not reduce the NETR and the WQTR, and increase the use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:We probably need an even larger storm response than this, given that storms are likely to increase in 
severity and frequency as global warming continues. 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,   
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b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? For changing which bus services are funded, I would prefer that we funded all 
of the bus services needed and increased rates/debt as needed to achieve that. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Regarding the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan, I support continuing and expanding co-governance. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The portrayal of city finances as being in a 
mess is pure politics. The city's finances are not in a mess. Unfortunately the budget proposals reflect a political choice 
&amp; aversion to increasing rates &amp; use of debt to spread the load over time. I support increasing rates to reflect 
inflation rate over recent years, and to raise debt to help get the City through the unusual international events such as 
Covid, labour shortages, increasing climate events etc. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: As above 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Set a higher general rate increase as well as make greater use of debt. Failing to do so shifts the burden of 
such decisions into the future. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Yes. Sensible. And it should also be accompanied by a general rates increase. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: Local board activities should not be reduced in any way. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  
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Tell us why these are most important to you: See above 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? No 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 1-Public transport is already terrible as it is, 
but yet we are been encouraged and almost pushed to use it. We need to see more buses running or at least back to 
what it was with more reliability. Not less.  

To encourage even more people using it, it should stay at the current reduced fare too, especially if you're not going to 
improve this service and run on reduced number of buses.  

2- NZ level of education is already pretty low, I don't think we should compromise on any educational events. 

3- Youth crime is increasing in NZ and for diverse resons. Suicides too. We should not compromise Youth centers or 
social services. Youth are the future of NZ we need to support them, give them more opportunities to have a better life 
and better themselves by having more support and guidance they don't always have from their families. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why: Unfortunately, I don't understand much about this subject. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: Increase cost of living is affecting us all and mostly the middle class. This rate increase will likely be passed 
on to the tenants who can already barely afford their rent and groceries. Utility bills are increasing too. People having to 
make poor choice 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:Stop allowing new build where land is not deem safe or is in flooding zone. 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa 
Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
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interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 'Do not proceed with: 

-Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

-Reducing regional services,  

-Reducing local board funded activities, and 

-Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run.  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  
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What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: We need to invest in our communities if they're going to grow. We're still recovering from COVID, floods 
and cyclones. Losing these initiatives will further compound the hurt our communities feeling. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Local waste minimisation activities e.g. Waitematā waste away 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Not Tatāki Aucklaand or Auckland Regional 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: To fund other important projects using progressive taxation 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Albert-Eden Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local arts programmes, Local community events, Community climate 
action and sustainability 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Climate change actions, transport and energy specifically, must be a priority. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Proceed with no reductions. Debt is not a bad 
thing 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  
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Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: There is no need to reduce services. 
Introducing SUPERMAXX public transport network would provide cheaper fares, better services and save at least $50 
million per year in rates. www.newzealandtours.co.nz/tours/supermaxx. Combine with competent management and 
reduced staff and savings would be around $100 million  per year. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: I support the priorities where money is wisely and well spent 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: The library is the most important hub for catering for the needs of all 
residents 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Introduce SUPERMAXX and you need 300 less buses to provide better 
services with less pollution, and lower costs! www.newzealandtours.co.nz/tpours/supermaxx 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: None of these. The city is already lacking in 
many aspects. Raise the rates. I cannot believe that homeowners of which Auckland has proportionately more who have 
benefited via capital gains cannot fund this. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Because the council should diversify its portfolio. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Rates should increase, if people want to own property in the city they need to be prepared to invest in the 
city. Compared to other cities, rates in Auckland are too low. We should not be taking on debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:The weather is going to get worse, preparations must be made or more people will lose their homes, or 
have their businesses impacted, people will end up paying so much for insurance for example. In some areas, 
infrastructure requires significant upgrades 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: I don't see the point in spending money on redesigning the Leys Institute Library. I used to live close to this, 
the building is fine. no one needs to be re-designing it. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 



  # 26678 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 3 of 1697 

wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Community climate action and sustainability 
e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Climate action is important. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Hard to say when there is 
no transparency around how the money is spent in the first place. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Public transport is important to me. I have lived in this city all my life and it is more or less the same level of service but 
more expensive. Especially in consideration of other major cities. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Reducing regional services such as 
community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional events, economic development, and 
other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community empowerment and funding for youth centres to 
save $20 million 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Because the airport will generate revenue again and on an ongoing basis now we have opened 
international borders post covid 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: I wanted the option: set a higher general rates increase and make MORE use of debt 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Don't bother with the Leys Institute - sell it 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai 
Ōrea lake and wetland 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: mix of environment and community outcomes focus 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? have a good look at all the 
different properties council owns and assess cost vs benefit if they don't stack up sell them. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I don't support the above proposals for 
reductions at all.  I would instead support the unfreezing of the Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates, 
as this would keep a focus on the real importance of paying for initiatives that are required in these areas, particularly at 
this time.  The services where cuts and reductions are proposed across the city are too important to be cut.   

Bus services shouldn't be reduced when usage is to be encouraged.  (Of course there are efficiencies which can be 
made, and changes to such things as the 15 minute stop at Victoria Park for the Inner and Outer Link services, which are 
a big irritation and alienate users). 

Youth Centres are vitally important at this time when Covid has disrupted social activities at such places as well as 
schools. Many young people are experiencing anxiety and need to rebuild their sense of security; activities at Youth 
Centres are important for this. 

Citizens Advice Bureaus are an important connection for people who are new to the city, who do not have a network of 
friends and workmates who can help them with a multitude of queries.  The city is increasingly multicultural and people 
need support. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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I also do not think that now is the time to reduce homelessness expenditure.  We have recently seen issues  for homing 
related to Cyclone Gabrielle; we need to be prepared for uncertainty in this area in the future, not undo good work that 
has been achieved. 

Local Board Funding is also hugely important as our suburbs have widely varying needs, and must have funds to use 
where they see local need. 

Maintaining the Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates will give Council funds that can support the 
above.  In addition, I think it would be acceptable to increase borrowing.  Interest rates have increased but are not yet at 
an unmanageable level for Council, which has a good credit rating.   

The general rates package should be maintained. 

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: It is my belief that this is not the time to sell this asset.  The airport is integral to the growth of the city and 
Council needs to have as much influence as possible over any developments in the future.  Council needs to be able to 
co-ordinate air tran 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: I believe Council has reasonable grounds to increase debt , given the effects of Covid and the cyclone on 
the city.  While any savings should be made where possible, this is not the time to send the city into  decline and  reverse 
the excellent 'liveabili 
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4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:The Council needs to plan for future similar events.  This may require a shift in focus and priorities, for 
example the 'daylighting' of streams, and changes in housing development with additional costs, and funds need to be 
built up to cover unforseen ne 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: All priorities are things which make the city a good place to be.  People need to be informed, stimulated, 
entertained, able to connect with others in the community.  These things build the resilience which mean people are 
supported when there is a crisis 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Local community events e.g. Parnell 
Festival of Roses, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Libraries are resource places for the whole community; they connect us 
with our history, and enable any citizen to access any knowledge anywhere in the world.  Their experienced and trained 
staff are an important part of this.  The resources have been bui 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   
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Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Council debt is relatively low, this should be 
used to increase capital expenditure as NZ largest city. This should include infrastructure and open spaces. Do not 
support selling assets. 

Support efficiency and reduction of wasteful spending. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Assets allow you to borrow and leverage more to invest in future. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: Increase debt to invest in future 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I don't know 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Community 
programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa 
Stream 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Review of consultant and 
contractor contracts going forward and holding them to account. Ie going after consultants PI insurance for design issues 
and do not pay contractor for there own negligence. A review of Construction Contract variatons would demons 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Other 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why: Council should increase rates and make greater use of debt as appropriate in order to reject the proposed 
cuts to arts &amp; culture funding and protect the cultural wellbeing of Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should increase rates and make greater use of debt 

as appropriate in order to reject the proposed cuts to arts &amp; culture funding and protect the cultural wellbeing of 
Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Albert-Eden Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why: In order to meet priority number 1, it is imperative to no cut crucial public and community services. Another 
reason to reject the proposed cuts to arts and culture. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local arts programmes, Local community events, Sports and activities in 
parks 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: Arts and Culture brings people together, provides tangible benefit to our 
local community and our business owners. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

The proposed budget, which would reduce both investment and community participation in creative and cultural activities 
including music, does not achieve the 

fundamental purpose of Local Government. It poses an immense and imminent risk to 

our cultural we 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I do not want any reduction in regional 
services such as community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community empowerment and funding 
for youth centres. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: It is not a god time to sell shares given the current economic climate.  A sale may well be at a significant 
undervalue.  The shares will likely appreciate in future and can be used to leverage borrowing. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: The council has significant assets against which to borrow for investment in infrastructure.  The council's 
credit rating is also good.  It is also likely that interest rates will lower over the coming years. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:The remediation and steps to mitigate future risk is an investment that needs to be made. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why: The question fails to mention that while these are the priorities, that this will go hand in hand with significant 
cuts to valuable community projects.  In some respects I find the question to be misleading and cynically drafted. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  
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Tell us why these are most important to you: I consider that all of the above are valuable and there should be no cuts 
to any of the above listed services.  Funding in these services is an investment in our community. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Yes, however there is 
simply not sufficient information provided for me to give informed feedback as to where savings can be made. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? No 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I question whether the proposed budgets cuts are necessary given the that council can fund cost increases through a 
combination of rates increases and taking on greater debt.  The proposed cuts are to valuable infrastructure and 
community projects.  It is 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Most of what you plan to cut for is what 
makes this city livable. You don't understand that the people need MORE bus, MORE community action, MORE culture, 
regional events, economic development and social services. MORE early childhood and Citizens Advice Bureaus, Local 
Board discretionary services. For me the public transport is one of the major example, it is vital to be increased, there is 
not enough bus per day. Why is that that to go from Ponsonby to Newmarket it has to take more than half hour?  MORE 
social actions, massive social oriented investments are required to put this city up to level, no **** funds. Cuts like you 
want to make will also impact our most vulnerable community. Houses are sold millions of dollars in this city, generating 
massive profits that are not taxed, that is where the money can be taken from, not from the services from which the 
people of this city lean on. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: First, selling Auckland Airport shares will be irreversible, Council will never be able to buy them back and 
will lose potential dividends. Look at other cities or countries, that sold their semi-public companies or public 
establishments and now regret it 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: 'Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. Increasing levels of 
borrowing with plans to leverage revenue from existing sources and increased rates can ensure Auckland’s strong credit 
rating is not impacted. 

Unf 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Flooding were not caused by private owners not maintaining their stream but by the city covered in 
impermeable surfaces and buildings built in wetlands. Nature always finds a way. 

It is major that Auckland council invest in CLIMATE CHANGE READY INFRASTRUC 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: Continue our most effective water quality and stream restoration projects: much required to create 
resilience in the city. 

Adopt the final design for Leys Institute Library and progress towards physical restoration of the building and associated 
outdoor 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Environmental education e.g. Schools treasuring Waiōrea, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low 
Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: The are all so important, it's heart breaking to pick only 3... one 
environmental, one social and youth oriented, trying to get the basics. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Maybe tell us exactly 
where Auckland council spend in functioning money and we see how we go from there? 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? These services should be extended beyond Auckland’s remaining urban and 
semi-urban parts, to cover all of Auckland, and give the opportunity to the entire to reduce their waste. 

Also, council could work more and continue to investigate small additional ch 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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In the spirit of investing in our city, our people and our future, Auckland Council should be investing in tourism, public 
transport, the arts, and other social services. Investing in the city will bring revenue back. These investments can be 
funded throu 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Its important to maintain community 
education and public transport options. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling off all of our shares in AIAL is a very shortsided measure and if the situation is desperate enough 
selling to ten percent isn't the worst idea ever, it still ignores the importance of having influence over Auckland 
International Airport especiall 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
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wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Community climate action and sustainability 
e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Climate change is a priority for me. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Climate change and community events are important to me, a possible selling of of major assets like shares in Auckland 
Airport seems like a bandage covered in sewage it won't solve enough of the issue for it to be worth the loss in value. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do NOT proceed with: 

Reducing Funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited, reducing regional services, reducing local boards funded activities and 
regional contestable grants. 

These cuts will be devastating to Auckland City and it's Arts and Culture Sector, the negative effects of which will be felt 
for years to come. Aucklanders deserve to live in a place that allows artistic expression, education and entertainment 
thrive. by not investing in Arts and Culture, Auckland Council is sending a clear message to its residents that it does not 
care about fostering creative expression, entertainment, and education, all things that make this city a better place for 
everyone. Not only will people's livelihoods be threatened by the reduced cuts in job loss, but it will remove many safe 
spaces for our most vulnerable communities, such as Maori, Pacific and LGBTQ+. 

In a broader sense, the investment in Arts and Culture also makes our city a more welcoming one, to people from 
overseas and across NZ alike. A city is a living, breathing thing, and this life should be reflected in its culture. How many 
potential visitors to Auckland will be turned away after realizing there is no longer a thriving Arts and Culture community 
for them to enjoy? This investment will also mean more industry and a healthy boost to the local economy with the 
potential of new jobs. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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I work at Auckland Museum and interact with tourists daily, I cannot describe the amount of times visitors have 
expressed their sadness at seeing the city in dire need of care. The Auckland Floods hit us hard, but that is all the more 
reason to invest in spaces that allow for artistic and creative expression to thrive. These services that will be cut are not a 
luxury to be turned 'on and off,' they are essential to the life-blood of Auckland. 

Investing in Arts and Culture means investing in social well-being, cohesion and bettering our quality of life. This is much 
needed after the traumatic opening of the year with the Auckland Floods. this proposed reduced funding to the arts will 
devastate a city already struggling, and the effects of it will be felt for years to come. It will send our city backwards and 
cost us more money in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  
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Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Albert-Eden Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local arts programmes, Environmental restoration, volunteers and pest 
control, Community climate action and sustainability 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I support the priorities but not the cuts, we need to invest in our 
communities to foster good recovery. 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and culture facilities and events, Climate action and sustainability 
initiatives, Local community events 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I support the priorities but not the cuts, we need to invest in our 
communities to foster good recovery. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   
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Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 26770 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Important for us to invest in stormwater infrastructure. especially in light of recent extreme weather events. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why: Oppose the idea of cuts to these crucial public and community services. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? Oppose the Climate Action Targeted Rate changes 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The proposed cuts would really damage the 
city. CAB, arts, and the other community based spending provides fantastic value for money - these are already cheap 
expenses. These proposed cuts are clearly short term thinking, instead we need to continue to invest in our city and our 
community particularly in the areas that have been proposed for budget reductions. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: As an owner of Auckland airport shares myself I can assure you that now is not a particularly good time to 
be selling as its a buyers marker, but further privatising collectively held assess goes against our collective interest. 
Instead of going for a qui 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: I suggest both increasing rates and increasing debt. This would tackle historic underinvestment in vital 
infrastructure (particularly transport and three waters), social services, and council spending. This is not the time for 
austerity.  

The proposed in 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:When the recent floods stuck Auckland it was amazing how perfectly the damage mapped onto Council's 
100 year flood map. We know what areas of Auckland are vulnerable, and there are clear steps to improving our cities 
resilience to floods. We need to inves 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 
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Tell us why: I oppose the proposed budget cuts of the local board, as it will reduce community and public services, and 
negatively impact my local area.   

I do not support the proposal to cut library opening hours. Public libraries are such an important part of our c 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Local community events e.g. Parnell 
Festival of Roses, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I support all of these activities, but these three are the ones I feel most 
personally attached to. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? No, I think local budgets 
should be increased. The social and community benefits of local board spending far out-weigh the financial costs. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? The CATR and busses.  

The CATR has overwhelming public support, and buses are a crucial to our transport system and climate action. I 
support greater investment in buses, as well as walking and cycle infrastructure, and other public transport schemes 
such 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Instead of budget cuts, Council should increase spending and invest in making our city great(er). Local boards do 
fantastic work, so give them more funding. Libraries, CAB, community events spaces, community organisations, festivals 
and events, the arts a 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 26776 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The proposed reductions are all in areas that 
should not be cut. These are important services for our city and community. It would be better to borrow or increase 
rates. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: It is better for the council to maintain ownership of an asset, like Auckland Airport, which will give us long-
term returns rather than selling it for a quick one-time fix. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: I suggest increasing both rates and debt. There has been significant underinvestment in Auckland, and as 
a young person I want to live in a city that is world-class, with sustainable transport options, a great community, plenty of 
cultural events that cel 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It is important for us to invest in stormwater infrastructure, as the recent floods have shown. One of my 
experiences was that I was unable to visit my GP because their premises had been flooded. Since climate change is 
going to increase the frequency and 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024?  

Tell us why: I do not support the proposal to cut library hours.  
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I oppose cutting the local board budget and reducing public and community services. The Ellen Melville Centre, events 
such as the Christmas parade, Franklin Road lights, Buskers Festival, and community 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low 
Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? No, I think local budgets 
should be increased. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? I have concerns with Council reprioritising the Climate Action Targeted Rate 
which was established just last year with overwhelming public support. I strongly support more investment in buses, 
walking and cycleways. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I believe that the council needs to increase their spending, rather than instituting budget cuts. In particular, I would 
support greater investment in buses, waste management, community services, such as libraries and community centres, 
and climate action 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
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interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I’m happy to pay more rates to keep our 
standard of living going in the community.  Regional services are essential. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Happy to pay the increased rates. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
Tell us why: Don’t take on more debt as we incur interest. Charge more rates. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Happy to pay as overall we all benefit from less economic carnage due to storms 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: They all make a better community which I’m happy to pay for. We must have nice playgrounds as housing 
can be so terrible for children so it’s great they have a nice place to go meet friends.  Leys institute needs to get open 
soon so we can all enjoy it. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Local community events e.g. Parnell 
Festival of Roses, Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: They help bring a community together and are free so even 
disadvantaged poorer people can attend these beautiful services and festivals 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? I wonder if, in rates bills of 
the future, you could have an optional donation offered so that the very rich can make a tax deductible donation if they 
would like to, on top of their regular rates, so that we may all have better communities. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? I support user pays for rubbish disposal. Making a smaller bin available is 
great especially alongside food waste collections 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: proposed cuts will further perpetuate the 
inequities of this city. Cultural and arts initiatives are barely enough to allow pacific people to maintain a connection. 
Those who can’t afford to maintain car costs but are expected to get to work and would rely on public transport? 

Why not target those who can afford to absorb the hit while still 

maintaining their identity. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Other 

Tell us why: Stop selling NZ to foreign investors who don’t have New Zealanders in their best interest 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: I am a rates payer in one of the more expensive areas of the city yet earn a less than average income. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action 
and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Road works 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run.  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 
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Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa 
Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: We need to invest in our communities if they're going to grow. We're still 
recovering from COVID, floods and cyclones. Losing these initiatives will further compound the hurt our communities 
feeling. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland 
Unlimited, local board funded activities, and regional contestable grants. 

Arts and culture is the lifeblood of Auckland. It’s not just essential to community health but also puts us on the world 
stage as a place to visit for national and international tourists alike. The money needs to come from somewhere but not 
from destroying the soul of the city, and what little arts scene NZ has going for it. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Wouldn’t the dividends over time outweigh the short term gain obtained now? This feels like a selfish 
decision for short term gain, not looking to financial security for future Aucklanders. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you: We need to invest in our communities if they're going to grow. Arts 
defines the direction that communities grow. Please don’t abandon us. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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city more prosperous.  

Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run.  

The arts are hugely important to me.  I enjoy libraries, museums, galleries, theatre, and live events such as concerts.  I 
consider the arts essential for a modern city, not a nice-to-have. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: If we do sell our shares it must be on the basis we are getting at least market value.  Sale of such a large 
parcel risks us selling it at fire sale prices.  So perhaps a sale over time to maximise value.   

 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: My rates are already horrendous, to the extent I see no option but to move when I retire (and I have been in 
my home for 50+ years), but cutting arts funding is not an option.  I would like some way to revise what rates are levied 
on, our government valua 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  



  # 26823 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 3 of 1697 

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:A lot of our civil infrastructure is antiquated and needs updating.  I think new developments should need to 
make sizeable contributions to that cost, but there also needs to be provision for established areas. 

Hopefully the storms will not be annual even 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Local community events e.g. Parnell 
Festival of Roses, Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you: The arts and community activities are an essential part of our lives. 

We need to invest in our communities if they're going to grow. We're still recovering from COVID, floods and cyclones. 
Losing these initiatives will further compound the hurt our commu 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  
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7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: To not proceed with any reductions and 
instead unfreeze the Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates, increase borrowing, and maintain the 
general rates package. 

I am happy for my general rates to increase so that there is no cut in services. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: The airport is a strategic asset and it is important for the Council to have a stake in determining future 
transportation/aviation requirements.  If the shares are sold it cuts off a revenue stream for the Council. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Unfreezing the Water Quality Targeted Rate and the Natural Environment Targeted Rate, will generate 
much needed revenue that can help avoid the proposed cuts.  

I am happy for general rates to increase.  I also believe that the Council can make greater use 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:There have been many decades of underinvestment in infrastructure and leaving it for future generations to 
deal with is not an option.  It's never going to get any cheaper to fix these issues, so just bite the bullet and do it now. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low 
Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Libraries are an essential service, especially for those who don't have 
access to internet and information through other means.  The arts must be supported if we want to have a vibrant and 
cohesive society - they have been very badly affected already thro 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Do not give landowner 
approval for the building of the proposed Erebus Memorial in Dove Myer Robinson Park.  It is a monstrosity that does not 
belong in a small urban green space and it would have further catastrophic effects on the already failing cliffs 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges

Waste management rates changes 

Cost changes in waste management, including: 
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).
Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size. 
Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year. 

Changes to other rates 

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  
Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

What do you think of these proposals? 

7. What else is important to you?
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document).

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document).

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Auckland Council should be investing now – in tourism, public transport, the arts, and other social services. Investing in 
the city will bring revenue back. These investments can be funded through a mix of borrowing and leveraging of rates set 
out above a 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Impacts the people that need them the most 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why: Don't sell revenue generating asset 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Keep pace with inflation 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Needs to be done 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low 
Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Better support for Screen Auckland - approx $1.2M of running cost generates $1.5 Billion dollars in revenue 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The services proposed to be cut are of huge 
value to our city - for a relatively minor increase in rates (even at the upper end of what is proposed), we would be able to 
safeguard a number of services that people rely upon, find joy in and which help build a better city for the future - I 
believe safeguarding these services will be increasingly important for the population as the cost of living further reduces 
discretionary income, putting further reliance on services provided by Councils and central government. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling the Airport shares is a very short sighted option. The Airport is a strategic asset for Auckland and I 
believe there is value in Council maintaining its shareholding. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

Our city, communities and neighbourhoods are built with collective, public investment that is funded by rates, taxes, and 
fees. Debt can also be used to spread the cost 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:With the climate crisis landing on our doorstep, we’ve seen the results of decades of underinvestment in our 
critical infrastructure. It’s time we start investing in making Auckland more resilient in the face of climate change and 
extreme weather events. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 
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Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? I have concerns with Council reprioritising the Climate Action Targeted Rate - I 
support more investment in buses (in particular improving and increasing bus services), walking and cycleways. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I am not supportive of the annual budget proposals. The services proposed to be cut takes a very short term view on 
what is important for our city, and will be detrimental in the medium and long term. The reduction in climate mitigation 
spend is particula 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: shouldn't reduce arts funding as this is vital to 
people's wellbeing 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?   

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  
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Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



Auckland Council draft budget 2023/2024 
28 March 2023 
Submission:  �Ž ŶŽƚ ƉƌŽĐĞĞĚ ǁŝƚŚ ƌĞĚƵĐŝŶŐ ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ ƚŽ dĈƚĂŬŝ �ƵĐŬůĂŶĚ hŶůŝŵŝƚĞĚ͕ (TAU) as it 
affects the operating budget of the Auckland Art Gallery dŽŝ Ž dĈŵĂŬŝ. Do not proceed with 
reduced opening hours or introduction of entry charges at the Auckland Art Gallery dŽŝ Ž dĈŵĂŬŝ. 

A public art gallery is an institution for human flourishing, guiding us all to new possibilities as we 
imagine and create more fulfilling lives and thriving communities. Art changes lives and the Auckland 
Art Gallery dŽŝ Ž dĈŵĂŬŝ provides transformational experiences to a diverse audience.  

Cuts already proposed ƚŽ ƚŚĞ 'ĂůůĞƌǇ͛Ɛ ŽƉĞƌĂƚŝŶŐ ďƵĚŐĞƚ leaves it with a bare bones operating 
budget of $9.5m pa, after shared TAU services fees are deducted. This is compared to $32.2m and 
$18.6m that Auckland Museum and MOTAT received in full respectively in 2022-2023. This 
ŝŵďĂůĂŶĐĞ ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ ƚŚĞ ĐŝƚǇ͛Ɛ ŵĂũŽƌ ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů ŝŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶƐ leads to a great loss for the city ʹ of 
tangata/people, of access to and care of the art taonga/treasures and of the future creation of 
culture in Aotearoa. And, unbelievably, TAU is expected to propose even more cuts.  

The tangata/people at the Auckland Art Gallery dŽŝ Ž dĈŵĂŬŝ believe deeply in the significance of art 
to impact our everyday lives. Their knowledge and experience cannot easily be replaced. Highly 
skilled in developing outstanding visual art exhibitions, public programmes and valuable archives, 
they provide stimulation, education and well-being for all who visit the gallery. Close to 500,000 will 
visit in 2023. (MOTAT, 2022: 100,554 visits, Museum, 2022: 488,553 visits) 

As kaitiaki/guardians, skilled visual art specialists care for ƚŚĞ 'ĂůůĞƌǇ͛Ɛ irreplaceable collection. The 
17,000 artworks are our national treasure, owned by the citizens of Auckland, with national and 
international importance. As a leader, the Gallery then attracts bequests, gifts and long term loans. 

Entry charges do not work. There is plenty of data from independent researchers to demonstrate 
that the introduction of entry charges to the Gallery in 2018/19 caused significant harm for the 
gallery ʹ around 30% less visitors, 60% less people joining guided tours and significant losses for the 
'ĂůůĞƌǇ͛Ɛ ŽƚŚĞƌ ŝŶĐŽŵĞ ƌĞǀĞŶƵĞ ŽĨĨĞƌŝŶŐƐ͕ ƐƵĐŚ ĂƐ ƚŚĞ ƐŚŽƉ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ĐĂĨĠ͘  

We strongly advocate for Council to recognise how vital it is to support the very core of the human 
creative spirit in the city through the work of the Auckland Art Gallery dŽŝ Ž dĈŵĂŬi. The Gallery 
provides opportunities for people to understand and celebrate who they are, were, and might be. A 
well-ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞĚ ƉƵďůŝĐ ŐĂůůĞƌǇ ŝƐ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ŚĞĂƌƚ ŽĨ Ă ĐŝƚǇ͛Ɛ creative economy and can lead change for our 
future.  We need to be able to re-imagine that new future, for our communities and cities as 
creativity is fast becoming one of the most influential forĐĞƐ ĚƌŝǀŝŶŐ ƚŽĚĂǇ͛Ɛ ŐůŽďĂů ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘ The 
Gallery plays a vital role in enabling Auckland Council to achieve its goals for the four well-beings, 
social, cultural, environmental and economic, to support a creative, flourishing city. 

The Auckland Art Gallery dŽŝ Ž dĈŵĂŬŝ is a world class public art gallery where creative talents can 
shine ʹlet it grow and flourish through an equitable and sustainable funding partnership between 
dĈƚĂŬŝ Auckland Unlimited and Auckland Council.  

͞tĞ ŶĞĞĚ ƚŽ ďƵŝůĚ Ă ĐŝƚǇ ǁŚĞƌĞ the creative talents of all people are used to foster personal, 
social and economic fulfilment. Culture delivers identity, provides inspiration and delivers 
ĐƌĞĂƚŝǀĞ ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚŝĞƐ ĨŽƌ ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͘ /ƐŶ͛ƚ ƚŚŝƐ Ă ŵĂũŽƌ ĂƐƉŝƌĂƚŝŽŶ ĨŽƌ ůŽĐĂů ĂŶĚ ĐĞŶƚƌĂů
government͍͟  Robert Gardiner ONZM, CNZM, founder of the Chartwell Trust. 

Yours sincerely, 
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The services proposed to be cut are of huge 
value to our city - for a relatively minor increase in rates (even at the upper end of what is proposed), we would be able to 
safeguard a number of services that people rely upon, find joy in and which help build a better city for the future - I 
believe safeguarding these services will be increasingly important for the population as the cost of living further reduces 
discretionary income, putting further reliance on services provided by Councils and central government. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling the Airport shares is a very short-sighted option. The Airport is a strategic asset for Auckland, and I 
believe there is value in Council maintaining its shareholding. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

Our city, communities and neighbourhoods are built with collective, public investment that is funded by rates, taxes, and 
fees. Debt can also be used to spread the cost 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:With the climate crisis landing on our doorstep, we’ve seen the results of decades of underinvestment in our 
critical infrastructure. It’s time we start investing in making Auckland more resilient in the face of climate change and 
extreme weather events. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 
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Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? I have concerns with Council reprioritising the Climate Action Targeted Rate - I 
support more investment in buses (in particular improving and increasing bus services), walking and cycleways. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I am not supportive of the annual budget proposals. The services proposed to be cut takes a very short term view on 
what is important for our city, and will be detrimental in the medium and long term. The reduction in climate mitigation 
spend is particula 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run.  

I have just completed my masters of architecture at the University of Auckland. At a time where I should be excited for 
the future that is in front of me, with so many opportunities in the creative industry in Tāmaki Makaurau, instead, I am 
confronted with a mourning of opportunities for me and my communities. The excitement and opportunities that I have 
worked towards will no longer be available, they will be driven out by these cuts. Valuable organisations and 
communities that feed our culture, our souls, our communities - the whole city. These cuts will be devastating. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?   

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt?  
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  
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Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms?  

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   
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Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland 
Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

Arts, culture and community events are what makes Auckland great and part of why I moved to the city almost fifteen 
years ago.  

For these to lose funding would be a massive blow to industries that have already been hit so hard over the past few 
years. These bring people and life to Auckland and without them it would be a very bland time indeed. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: All of these make sense to be prioritised. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Libraries are so essential to the city and I believe having their hours 
reduced and services cut would do a huge disservice to the community - they're not just books on a shelf they are a 
place to gather, to improve, to access things that people may not h 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
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Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: We need a vibrant, creative and socially 
responsive global city.  Somewhere where the arts (in their full manifestion) thrive and reach a diverse population.  This 
is not about elitism.  It is about inclusion, cultural recognition and social cohesion.  Events such as Polyfest, Arts Festival, 
Writers Festival, Lantern Festival, Big Gay Out, Pasifika, Diwali, Matariki honour the fabric of Auckland in 2023.  Not only 
do they bring people together but they actually have a financial benefit too, both locally and internationally.  Employment 
opportunities are great in the immediate sense as well as spilling over into hospitality, transport and other infrastructures.  
And  let's not overlook the tourist dollar when we mirror the 'rich' society we are lucky to have in Auckland.   

Budget reductions will make us truely 'poorer' in all senses of the word. 

Cutting libraries, zoos, art galleries and other arts funding is  a traversty.  Reducing bus services and increasing prices 
flies in the face of international aims to reduce climate change pressures.  

And as for cutting Citizen Advice Bureaux!  What a short sighted measure when their overall costings are assessed 
against their impact especially considering where a lot of their clietnelle come from and the information they are seeking. 

WE need to have a city that reflects and celebrates the diveristy and cultural dynamaism of its population not one that 
has no road cones! 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Numerous financial commentators I respect have suggested it is short sighted to sell off shares in the 
current market and the shares should be retained and leveraged off for future projects 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: The Council should set a higher general rates increase AND make greater use of debt. 

The initial increase seems frightening but when analysed It would appear that an increase to 13.5% is the equivalent of 
an extra coffee per week.  Spread out this way it 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 
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Tell us why:the Anniversary floods and Cyclone Gabrielle has shown there is no other option.  We will have similar 
climate events and our current infrastructure  is not able to cope. The risk to our homes, structures and beaches is too 
great not to do this 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: However I am aghast at how this is to be achieved.  Libraries are  fundamental and need appropriate 
access to a wide range of services for a diverse population and they need to be staffed by trained professionals.  The 
idea of volunteers picking up the sl 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? There needs to be more investment in buses, cycleways and walkways.  This 
is our city's responsbility to help limit emissions and provide viable alternatives for navigting the city 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 

 



  # 26898 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 2 of 1697 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   
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Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Don't cut the funding to the CAB. 

AT needs to be put in a position where it'll actually meet its ridership targets, even if it needs to run at a higher loss. 

Trucks need an additional levy raised against them, for their share of the road maintenance sin 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: '- Reducing regional services such as 
community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional events, economic development, and 
other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community empowerment and funding for youth centres to 
save $20 million. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: Auckland has an AA credit rating and there is still significant room to increase debt and invest in 
infrastructure for long-term resilience rather than make cuts for short-term goals. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa 
Stream 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I do not support these cost reductions. The 
net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the local economy and devastate Auckland’s 
culture, art, and community sectors.  

The arts support local industry, especially the hospitality, fashion sectors. By supporting the arts through galleries, 
theatres, concerts, cultural events in public spaces, the city remains a national and international destination.  

The arts generate tourism, Besides the natural environment, our artists and unique cultural communities are world 
famous and world class, so reducing funding of the arts creates tourist and economic risks.  

The impact of reducing arts funding by 36 million NZD will have a far greater impact on local service industries, as hotels, 
restaurants, café’s, deliveries such as uber and taxi’s will all, also suffer.  

The hospitality and service sector is recovering from the Covid years and by continuing to support local as well as 
international artists to exhibit and perform in our theatres, clubs and stadiums is best use of these important spaces and 
generates movement, energy, excitement - aesthetic satisfaction is generated through all the arts and is why total 
support across the arts is important.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Save some hldings, save some voice at airport board, save $40M NZD per year - have opt to buy back at 
some future date. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: W are in a finacially challanging time, the rates are not going to cover the continued impact of hurricane 
Gabrielle nor will it cover future natural disasters. But we all need to contribute to managing the cost. The debt will be 
ever present. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Nessassary cost. 
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5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Libraries are super important to me, land reinforcement, care for homeless people 

 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I reject the reduction in services and 
spending on public transport services. These are essential services to keep people getting to work and education. The 
current reduction has already proved to be unsuccessful, to continue this would disproportionally effect our poorer 
communities.  

I reject the proposed cuts to Tātaki Auckland. These services make a city lively and worth living in. When there are 
natural disasters, we flock to these places to feel better. They are spaces for learning about and connecting with other 
cultures. Further, the suggestion of introducing an entry fee to Auckland Art Gallery is fundamentally wrong; the gallery 
collection belongs to the public, the public should not be charged to see what we own. The Auckland Art Gallery provides 
economic activity in the city, as it is a strong attraction to the city centre for domestic and international tourists as well as 
local visitors.  

I reject the proposed cuts to community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional events, 
economic development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community empowerment 
and funding for youth centres. These are essential services to make a lively and thriving, as well as providing life saving 
services to youth and our homeless community.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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I reject the reduction to early childhood centres. This will disproportionally affect lower income communities, and 
especially our Pasifika and Māori mokopuna, who already are disproportionally represented in the country's falling 
literacy and numeracy rates. REducing these services also will disproportionally affect women from these communities 
who need these services to work to provide for their families. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: I reject this as selling an asset to stop gap an immediate issue is foolish and myopic. The Airport shares are 
an investment, and ought to remain that way. I reject the privatisation of public services. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? We could generate more 
money for the council by selling the golf courses that are used by few at a great expense to the council. The visitation to 
golf courses is tiny compared to the visitation of community arts and library services. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Kids &amp; Children are our future!!! Why 
punish them of not being able to go to the zoo (as its too expensive) or remove free classes at the library when thats 
what families can afford and its a positive /safe environment for them 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Environmental restoration and pest control, Parks assessments, Capital 
grants to sustain local community facilities 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I don't know 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community facilities, services and activities, Environmental activities e.g. 
pest control and wildlife protection on west coast beaches, Local community events 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The things I see as core business for 
Auckland council are being completely cut or reduced by this budget. The citizens advice bureaus provide key support, 
civic sanitation, our arts and local boards, and Eke Panukus regeneration budget. I also see the proposal to cut public 
transport services even further to be the beginning of a death spiral for the services. The fewer services, and the less the 
frequency, the less they serve our people and the less people can rely on them as their first choice. Of course PT use 
has gone down post covid, because services have remained unreliable post covid. The solution to that is more services 
and reliability. I also think the cuts to the local boards and arts funding is unacceptable, cruel and unneccesary. I would 
absolutely support raising rates, especially on houses over 1 million dollars in value, and greatly increasing our debt. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why:  

I would support a 13% increase in rates or further, and a much greater taking on of debt. I believe it is possible to do this 
without impacting our credit rating. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I do not support the proposed reduction in the local boards budget 
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low 
Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

I believe Auckland Council have a mandate for climate action, so support the arts and communities, and provide a world 
class public transport system and beleive this can be done by raising rates and debt. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? I do not think the climate targeted rate should be used to substitute the normal 
Auckland Transport budget. If further funding is needed to be found it should come from projects and budgets which 
encourage private vehicles like road renewals. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 1) Do not cut funding to the Arts, Culture 
&amp; Community Centres:  

Art and culture play an essential role in making a city vibrant. Here are some reasons why: 

Attracting visitors: A city with a rich cultural scene and a variety of art offerings is more likely to attract visitors. This can 
include tourists, business traveler's, and people looking for entertainment. These visitors help to boost the local 
economy, which can have a positive impact on the city. 

Fostering creativity: Art and culture can inspire people to think creatively and can serve as a platform for innovative 
ideas. This can lead to new businesses, technologies, and ways of thinking, which can contribute to the growth and 
development of a city. 

Building community: Art and culture can bring people together and create a sense of community. Cultural events and art 
exhibitions provide opportunities for people to interact with each other and share their experiences. This can help to build 
a more inclusive and cohesive city. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Enhancing quality of life: Exposure to art and culture can enhance people's quality of life. It can provide opportunities for 
learning and personal growth, as well as for relaxation and enjoyment. This can contribute to the overall well-being of the 
city's residents. 

Preserving history and heritage: Art and culture can help to preserve a city's history and heritage. This can include 
cultural landmarks, museums, and historic sites. By preserving these cultural assets, a city can maintain a sense of 
continuity and connection to its past. 

Overall, art and culture are important for creating a vibrant and thriving city. They contribute to the city's economic 
growth, foster creativity, build community, enhance quality of life, and preserve history and heritage. 

2) Reducing Water Quality  

Reducing water quality can have many negative impacts on both the environment and human health. Here are some 
reasons why: 

Health hazards: Poor water quality can pose a serious threat to human health, as it can contain harmful contaminants 
such as bacteria, viruses, and chemicals. Drinking contaminated water can lead to illnesses such as diarrhoea, stomach 
cramps, and even more serious diseases. 

Environmental damage: Reducing water quality can have a negative impact on the environment. Contaminants in water 
can harm aquatic life and disrupt ecosystems. This can affect not only the animals and plants that depend on the water, 
but also the people who rely on these ecosystems for food, recreation, and other resources. 

Economic costs: Reducing water quality can also have economic costs. For example, contaminated water can damage 
crops and reduce agricultural productivity. It can also lead to increased costs for water treatment and purification, which 
can be passed on to consumers in the form of higher water bills. 

Reduced availability: As water quality decreases, it becomes less available for use. This can lead to shortages, 
particularly in areas that are already experiencing water scarcity. Reduced availability can also lead to conflicts over 
water resources. 

Legal and regulatory issues: Many countries have laws and regulations in place to protect water quality. Failure to 
comply with these laws can result in legal and regulatory issues, including fines and other penalties. 

Overall, reducing water quality is a bad idea because it can have serious negative impacts on human health, the 
environment, and the economy. It is important to take steps to protect and improve water quality to ensure a sustainable 
future for all. 

3) Do Not Cut Funding to Homelessness  

Increased homelessness: Cutting funding for homelessness programs can lead to increased homelessness in the 
community. This can lead to a range of negative outcomes, including health issues, job loss, and social isolation. 

Reduced access to services: Homelessness programs provide a range of services, including shelter, food, healthcare, 
and job training. Cutting funding for these programs can limit access to these critical services, which can have a serious 
impact on the well-being of individuals experiencing homelessness. 

Higher costs: Homelessness is often associated with higher costs for emergency services, healthcare, and law 
enforcement. Cutting funding for homelessness programs can lead to an increase in these costs, as individuals 
experiencing homelessness are more likely to require emergency services and hospitalisation. 

Impact on the economy: Homelessness can have a negative impact on the local economy, as individuals experiencing 
homelessness may struggle to find employment or contribute to the local economy. By investing in homelessness 
programs, communities can help to support economic growth and development. 

Social issues: Homelessness can also lead to a range of social issues, including increased crime, drug use, and mental 
health issues. By investing in homelessness programs, communities can help to address these issues and promote 
social cohesion. 

Overall, cutting funding for homelessness is a bad idea because it can lead to increased homelessness, reduced access 
to services, higher costs, negative impacts on the economy, and social issues. Investing in homelessness programs can 
help to address these issues and promote a healthier, more vibrant community. 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Do Not Sell Auckland Airport Shares  

Long-term impact: The decision to sell these shares can have long-term implications for the city and its residents. . 

Financial stability: Selling vital shares may provide a short-term boost to the city's finances, 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action 
and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Reduce and sell off the 
golf courses in and around Auckland. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
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Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Arts Facilities like Studio One Toi Tu and 
other local galleries are highly valuable to their local communities. Studio One is a facility that has supported my career 
as the Top New Zealand Ceramicist in 2021 as per the Portage Ceramic awards, Te Uru Gallery. I was a resident in the 
Creative Studios programme in 2018/19, this was an invaluable game changer in my life. I since then and currently  rent 
a studio there am part of their ceramics community. This is an amazing and invaluable facility. Artists as tentants , and 
also public participants and their children provide funds to the facility and programmes, making them sustainable. the 
Venue is for hire also creating sustainbility for facility as a whole.  Studio One provides creative programmes which are 
mostly self sustainable, exhibitions and the amazing staff cater and offer support and wellbeing to diverse community 
events and exhibitions for creatives but also, children, education. youth, local goverment,  re-ablitation and other diverse 
aspects of the central city community. Studio One Toi Tu is literally a facility that prioritises programmes that support 
community connection, safety, wellbeing, and empowerment for diverse communities in central Auckland. I am against 
all cuts to all galleries and art facilities under threat.  Please do not cut funding for all local arts facilities they are too 
invaluable. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:There needs to be Storm response but not at the expense of the Arts. This should come from rates or 
another tactic. 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: I am not against some of these, but not at the expense of Arts facilities. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Arts Facilities like Studio One Toi Tu and other local galleries are highly 
valuable to their local communities. Studio One is a facility that has supported my career as the Top New Zealand 
Ceramicist in 2021 as per the Portage Ceramic awards, Te Uru Gall 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? I think rates would target 
the area where the money actual lies, with the people with excess assets or corporations. Arts and environment should 
not face cuts in a city filled with multi- millionaires who could easily aid this situation while keeping our 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

It is very important not to cut or stop the function of local Arts Facilities. They play a vital role in the frameworks, health 
and education of our communities. COVID 19 and the last years of pandemic response have proven how important the 
arts and creat 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Local waste minimisation activities e.g. Waitematā waste 
away 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board-funded activities 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited 

These proposed cuts, while small in terms of the Council’s overall budget, will have an outsize impact on our arts, 
culture, and creative sector, and youth and community programmes and services. 

NZ Treasury's Living Standards Framework outlines the importance of Individual and Collective Wellbeing in its 'first 
level'. Individual and collective wellbeing is nurtured and achieved through access to leisure, social activities, community 
events, and of course, arts, culture, and creativity.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Our social infrastructure – including our arts, culture, and creative sector – is needed more than ever as our communities 
try to move on from three years of COVID-19 disruption. This is a time to invest, not a time to cut.   

Our arts events, cultural festivals, theatre, dance, music, comedy, and other creative activities bring life to our city, bring 
Auckland communities together, and attract domestic and international tourists. This has a positive knock-on effect on 
our restaurants, hotels, transport, and other sectors. 

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services improve social cohesion, make our city more inclusive and welcoming helping us to attract and retain new 
residents and industry, boost the local economy, create jobs, and make the city more prosperous. 

Our arts, culture, and creative sector jobs, organisations, and facilities are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off 
at will. Jobs will be lost, some of the organisations responsible for delivering these services will shutter, and some 
facilities will struggle to survive. 

This is a time to keep the lights on and the life in our city. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: While the pandemic and restrictions on NZ's border have had major impacts on the financial position of 
AIAL (net loss of $11m in 2021 and $41m in 2020), it is short-sighted to assume that this trend will continue. Since 2022 
AIAL has seen a 7% rise in pro 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: It is now commonly accepted in current economic practices and research that public debt is a positive way 
of investing in development. Of course, debt needs to be sustainable so as not to stifle growth, and limit market access. 
Auckland Council has access 
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4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Auckland Council needs to urgently invest now in future-proofing the city's response to climate-related 
events such as the recent cyclone that has devastated our communities and livelihoods. This investment needs to go 
further than repairs and maintenance 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: While I support all of the above priorities which are all essential and vital, I am concerned that there is no 
mention of the value and benefits of arts, culture, and creativity to the individual and collective wellbeing of Aucklanders. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you: NZ Treasury's Living Standards Framework outlines the importance of 
wellbeing - collective and individual. How we achieve wellbeing is through increased public access to activities and 
opportunities for social connection, placemaking, belonging, and commu 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   



  # 27007 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 4 of 1697 

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

• Reducing funding to Tätaki 

Auckland Unlimited, 

• Reducing regional services, 

• Reducing local board funded activities, and 

• Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 
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Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I don't know 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and 
sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: Auckland airport hav e been making millions and not reinvesting in the buildings infrastructure. Apparent 
during the Anniversary weekend storms and the flooding there. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: The community will struggle with rates increases  as it is. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It is obvious that Auckland's infrastructure  cannot cope with the current increased population , infill housing 
and increased apartment building. (Poorly planned city development). 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I am passionate about restoration of the Lyes Institute Building. 

I also think restoration of culverts and streams to better handle flooding is imperative.  
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Music in Parks, park development can be abandoned, less involvement in  

" wellbeing" and more  em 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: We must be careful of our water sources, culverts streams  -  these 
need to be protected . 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Forget all the 
entertainment areas, festivals in parks etc, just a luxury. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Ensure art gallery is adequately funded. 

Libraries similarly 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Effective public transport,  arts institutions 
and events of all types are the things that make Auckland feel like a real city and a place worth living in. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: No cuts to CAB service. It's a useful service 
for those that can't access information or help otherwise. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Local grants e.g. community and 
accommodation grants, Identify additional no / low mow areas in parks and reserves 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Like free or subsidized public transport. Libraries are important community assets. As is CAB. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The city government and its services exist by 
the will and rates of its people to provide governance and services. Cutting funding to those services and eliminating 
others entirely as the blunt-edge solution to balancing a budget is not fulfilling the purpose of the government and will 
make a city facing drastic inequalities worse. All of the tail end effects of these cuts (increasing fares, eliminating direct 
childcare services, reducing education programme funding) will have generational and irreversible effects on the 
population.  

Coming from America, I would implore Council to look abroad for the wide-reaching detrimental social, cultural, and 
general effects that slashing education budgets and other critical city services like those on the chopping block have on 
populations, and how they only serve to exacerbate the effects of structural inequality (which this submission is not 
attempting to address, but rather I'm urging Council to not slash funding and instead be the metaphorical fence at the top 
of the hill, rather than making someone else call the ambulance once we tumble to the bottom). 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Horrible time market-wise to sell. Selling at a low point is a one time cash out that bears an unsettling 
resemblance to previous other government(s) selling off social housing assets to make books look "good" short term, but 
costing the social well-being 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should utilise a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. The difference in 
affordability between the stated 4.66% and a higher increase around 10% would be the cost of that "cup of coffee" 
people are always being told to save. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Increases in operational budget would enable Council to invest in critically needed infrastructure that is 
clearly and unavoidably not fit for purpose in the age of climate change. 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: I strongly oppose cuts to the public services that this local board provides, and encourage strong 
consideration for exigent programmes needing funding rather than exterior landscape restoration (i.e. work on fixing the 
structure before you splash money o 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you: community programmes designed to ensure access to education, job 
opportunities, engagement with other community members, and intermingling those with various life experiences are 
critical to maintain healthy board populations. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? I would welcome pauses 
or reductions in spending on street environment upgrades for the time being, i.e. the queen street temporary bike lanes 
(plastic bollards glued to the ground) worked better than the flashy expensive upgrades that took place after an 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Paying more to a service provider (AT) who is proposing to provide less and 
cannot keep their services running consistently does not make financial sense - giving more money to AT who would be 
cutting many many services is strongly opposed. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 'Do not proceed with: 

- Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

- Reducing regional services,  

- Reducing local board funded activities, and 

- Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: Auckland does not have a debt crisis and we should be using the money ti help all Aucklanders through this 
time of recovery 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 
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Tell us why:The imacts of the cyclone were greatly felt across Auckland  and we should support as much as we can in 
the recovery 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I support the priorities but do not cut the budget 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Environmental education e.g. Schools treasuring Waiōrea, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa 
Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: We need to focus on education and environmental outcomes. As the 
climate crisis continues to get worse we need t focus on resorting and protecting the environment 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? We need to invest in our 
communities if they're going to grow. We're still recovering from COVID, floods and cyclones. Losing these initiatives will 
further compound the hurt our communities feeling.  

 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 
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Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I support the Tūpuna Maunga Authority (TMA) and their operational plans. The effect of the cuts on these programmes 
would have a devastating impact on our environment and the well-being of the maunga. We need to continue to support 
the TMA and its operati 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Community such as libraries and CAB, arts 
and public transport services are vital to the economic and social well being of our community. Services for homeless 
people need to be increased and not the reverse. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: I would also support the proposed rates increase and making greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Clearly urgent and essential work to repair and maintain damaged infrastructure 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: All priorities outlined sound important but if there is reduced funding then prioritisation will be required in 
terms of timing and the Board will be best placed to determine the sequencing of projects 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Local waste minimisation activities e.g. Waitematā waste 
away 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? Operating spending reductions:  

Not supported. It is very important that community , arts and transport services on which our people rely are maintained 
as these contribute to reduction in social inequities and promote inclusion 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I was disappointed to attend the Auckland Conversation on the budget proposals and not to see any Maori 
representatives on the panel and for there to be no discussion of equity at the meeting. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles, Identify additional no / low mow areas in 
parks and reserves 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Public transport is terrible and leaves no 
option but to drive everywhere. Auckland is already a disconnected city, physically with terrible transport options and 
emotionally the community feels disjointed. De-vesting in community programs, education and public transport will only 
enhance these feelings. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Keep the shares, the market will stabilise eventually and this could be an important revenue source in 
future. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: I do not mind paying rates if it means I get valuable services from my city in return.  

Choose ‘other,’ and explain that Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

Based on Auckland Council’s assumptions and mo 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:In light of recent storm events, this seems like a no brainer and more than that - why weren’t we doing this 
sooner. Auckland seems to operate from a reactive instead of preventive state. We have a rat infestation in our 
community due to the recent floods 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Community climate action and sustainability 
e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Climate change is here, we are already acting too late. Our community 
is struggling, our neighbours have lost their homes. Regenerative community gardens exist in other parts of the city and 
can exist in our area too. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Sale of shares in airport (or any 
disinvestment in the airport). A rethink/review of the reduction in arts and education budgets should be a first step before 
progressing (including further consideration of "false economy" and "unintended consequences" with for example, lack of 
maintenance of current assets (eg zoo, museum etc). 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: It is essential to maintain as much control over this key strategic asset - for Auckland and for NZ. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt?  
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It is essential to ensure Auckland is a region that functions. It is false economy not to increase the budget 
(recent events demonstrate how fragile the infrastructure and amenities are). 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024?  

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Local waste minimisation activities e.g. Waitematā waste away 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  
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Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The council should take on more debt. If this 
is not possible, the council should review how much money is spent on operations that the community actually 
experience. Writing and assessing business cases is not money well spent. Construction contracts and variations should 
be managed closer, blow outs on the Downtown Programme and CRL do not set a good precedent. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling assets is short sighted, the council needs assets for lending capacity. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: And make use of targeted rates system rather than a blanket increase. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:I would like to know more about the increase to the operating budget. On the whole, considering the 
likelihood of the flood event I think the infrastructure performed reasonably well. More maintenance and cleaning and 
enforcement of flood prone regulation 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Has the local board investigated private funding streams or grants for some of these priorities? 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Protection and 
restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. 
Waipapa Stream 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? Adopt a user pays model for more operational costs. Bring back late library 
fees. Increase on-street parking rates.  User pays for roading upgrades. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Review the format and frequency of forecasting for council capital projects. Change capital project funding gateways to 
allow more time for the project scope and deliverables to be accurately defined.  

Review Council procurement models and contractor pre- 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why: Commentators point out that this is not a particularly astute time to sell these shares - at a low point in the 
market - and that once they are gone, this asset can no longer be leveraged or support future revenue raising for 
Council. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. This would allow the 
people who can afford it to pay the cost of infrastructure and allow those less fortunate to still have access to the 
infrastructure cuts are propos 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Environmental education e.g. Schools treasuring Waiōrea, Community 
climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles, Local waste minimisation activities e.g. Waitematā waste 
away 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: We need cheap and accessible public 
transport to combat the ongoing effects of climate change! The citizens advice bureau is an extremely valuable service, 
what are you going to implement to give people anywhere near the same amount of information that accessibly? 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It is so important for us to invest in stormwater infrastructure, especially in light of recent extreme weather 
events. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action 
and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? All areas should have food waste collection available.  

I am concerned at the Council reprioritising the Climate Action Targeted Rate which was established just last year with 
overwhelming public support. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Community 
programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai 
Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  
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Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: To not proceed with any reductions and 
instead unfreeze the Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates, increase borrowing, and maintain the 
general rates package. I suggest an increase in general rates, a request for central government support, new targeted 
rates, and a lift in parking charges as alternative funding mechanisms. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 

 



  # 27109 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 2 of 1697 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling what is left of the Auckland Council’s airport shares will have irreversible consequences. While 
selling the shares now brings in a chunk of revenue, all future revenue from dividends is lost along with a share in the 
extensive land airport holdin 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Based on Auckland Council’s assumptions and modelling, the highest possible rates increase that they 
investigated (&gt;13%) would fall well within the boundaries of what they consider ‘affordable’ (that is, less than 5% of the 
median annual household inco 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:I've had friends and family whose lives have been greatly affected by the recent floods. Now is the time to 
invest in better stormwater infrastructure. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  



  # 27109 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 3 of 1697 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate 
action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I recommend that the first three bullet points 
as well as the sixth bullet point be left at current spending levels- ie no reductions to them. My reason is that this social 
spending is critical to upgrading the social fabric of Auckland, as well as people’s well-being. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: There is strategic value in maintaining a 10% shareholding. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: This option seems politically acceptable and doable, but longer term the narrative needs to embrace higher 
rates for more desirable social outcomes. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Seems perfectly reasonable 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: Very reasonable. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Local community events e.g. Parnell 
Festival of Roses, Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: These three are part of a community’s identity and social fabric. The rest 
are very worthy causes as well. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 
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Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: We need to invest in our communities if they're going to grow. We're still recovering from COVID, floods 
and cyclones. Losing these initiatives will further compound the hurt our communities feeling. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you: the arts makes a place happy 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

keep artweek happening and also xmas lights in commerical bay and all art events in the city going 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I do not support the reduction in buses.  A 
high-performing public transport system is vital for our city to reduce VKT and climate impacts. Moreover, a frequent and 
reliable transport system can reduce congestion, improve accessibility for residents and promote mode shift.  

I do not support a reduction in funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited. The arts and events add to the quality of 
Aucklander's lives.  

I do not support reducing regional services. These communities similarly add a lot of value to the lives of Aucklanders, 
particularly vulnerable Aucklanders.  

I believe that rises in rates is the best way to manage the funding shortages. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: short sighted action . 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Because storms will become increasingly prevalent due to climate change. We need to be more resilient to 
such events. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Upper Harbour Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 
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Tell us why: Because these relate to positive environmental outcomes (i.e., waste minimisation, environmental 
education), which should be prioritised. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterways e.g. Īnanga spawning sites, 
Waste minimisation and sediment education e.g. construction waste education and leadership programme, Library 
opening hours and services 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Impossible choices, however, I think maintaining the mauri of our 
waterways is very important. 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate 
action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. I am an artist and both my career 
and livelihood will be directly and negatively impacted by these cuts. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  
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What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms?  

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I'm an artist, art lover and arts advocate. Reducing funding would 
directly impact both my livelihood and career. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Sell off some golf courses 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  

 

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The proposed cuts tear at the very fabric 
which holds our communites together (arts and culture) and whicb keep our city vibrant and alive for people living here 
and visiting. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:Only proceed if it can be done without cuts to arts and culture or community support 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: I support the priorities providing they dont reduce spending in arts and culture 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Without the arts there is no cultural expression. Without community 
support there is no exoression of humanity 
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Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? I dont support encouraging people to opt out of recycling. Reduce swimming 
pool fencing requirements in order to reduce cost of enforcement. Auck Council regs are more stringent than any where 
else 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Auckland is greatly suffering from its total lack 
of public transport infrastructure. Grid lock costs the city far more in lost hours than an increase in rates with. Slashing 
costs to needed infrastructure and services will only temporarily save money, while increasing long term debt and 
problems 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Are you guys stupid or something? The airport is the main entry point to both the city And the entire country 
and you just want to give up your shares so rich boomers can save money on rates?! 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Auckland has been under paying in its rates for too long, hence its infrastructure and budgeting issues now 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Ōrākei Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Orakei already gets much  more funding for its local parks than other regions of Auckland. They can live 
with a few less bin changes 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Environmental programme volunteers, Environmental restoration and 
pest control, Protection and restoration of local waterways 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: A bad economy can bounce back in a decade. Ruining the environment 
takes 1000 years to fix. 

In the Mayoral Proposal, agreed by the Governing Body, the proposed reduction in operating costs would require the 
Ōrākei Local Board to find $650,000 in savings in 2023/2024 from a discretionary budget of $1.4 million. In the time 
frame available to us this discretionary budget is the only one we can access to make these savings. We have proposed 
where these savings might come from and how they would effect the activities and services we provide in our supporting 
information (pages 158-161) 

.What do you think of the savings we've proposed across our activities and services? Support 

Tell us why:  

Waiheke Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Environmental programmes and volunteers, Community climate action 
and sustainability programmes, Protection and restoration of local waterways 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Please improve aucklands public transport and don't stuff up the environment! 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Proceed with the proposed reductions 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The Ak Council should go back to delivering 
the basics. No more wasting expenditure on vanit6 projects that we don’t need and are overpriced. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: The money tied up in the airport could be better utilised. Ak Council aren’t an investment broker. It’s a 
service provider. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: Council needs to reduce debt and expenditure as much as possible especially during these economically 
challenging headwinds the country faces. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why:Let’s get on and get the basics right before we start blowing our budget on expensive consultants and 
ridiculously highly priced projects that we can’t afford. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why: No more wasting rate payers funds. Let’s go back to basics. There is too much wasted expenditure and 
political virtue signalling going on that we can’t afford. Eg. $40M project for two bike lanes on Meola rd  being of benefit 
to maybe a couple of hundred 
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Protection and 
restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Identify additional no / low mow areas in parks and 
reserves 

Tell us why these are most important to you: The council needs to be socially responsible by reducing expenditure 
but also needs to protect our native flora and fauna where possible.  ( This does not mean we need to cut down exotic 
trees either.)  Our parks and reserves should be accessible and kept 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Stop cutting down trees. 
No more cycle lanes. No more speed humps.( In fact allow neighbourhoods to remove speed humps on the basis that 
they made a financial contribution to do so or similar initiative.) 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? How, on any stretch of the imagination, can new rubbish bins be 
environmentally responsible. We should replace bins based on natural attrition. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

No more expenditure on Māori name changes/bilingual virtue signalling. 

No more cycle lanes. Too expensive. Eg $12k/metre 

No more speed humps. ($250k plus for an intersection speed table. Nuts!) 

No more unnecessary tree felling. 

Reduce staff/consultant num 

 



  # 27195 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 4 of 1697 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited, especially the Major Events Division and Auckland Live. 

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors, not just short term, but permanently. The 
Arts in particular are hanging on by a thread after the effects of the pandemic, and need the financial support to regain 
the strength needed to revitalise the CBD and the city as a whole. 

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. COVID already saw many suppliers, venues and individuals 
downsize or close for good, particularly in the live events sector. These businesses are already years away from making 
a full recovery and  don't need further setbacks. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Surely it is common sense that the Airport underperforms during and after unprecedented periods of border 
closures. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: Investment in a city is never immediately profitable in the short term. We must spend money to make 
money. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  
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Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:These extreme weather events revealed a shocking lack of preparedness, that must be resolved. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: We need to invest in our communities if they're going to grow. We're still recovering from COVID, floods 
and cyclones. Losing these initiatives will further compound the hurt our communities feeling. 

The CBD requires further stimulation to make it a vibr 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Arts and Events draw people into the city and it's businesses 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 
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• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

This is a time to keep the lights on and the life in our city. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   
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Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: All these cuts will disproportionally impact 
those already struggling, meanwhile the reduction in rates spending will disproportionally benfit already wealthy home 
owners. why should I support these proposals? 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 

 



  # 27223 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 2 of 1697 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Auckland Airport is a great asset and excluding COVID lock down years has performed consistently well 
with no reason to believe it will not be able to continue past exceptional performance now COVID has passed. 

If you must sell off assets, surely histori 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Rates are the only way we can redistribute the valuable gains provided by Council activities to those who 
make the city livable. 

How are businesses to operate without their workers? With cuts to public transport and local communities, workers will 
not be 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:If we had started doing this when Scientists first warned us what was coming, the pain wouldn't be as bad, 
the longer we leave this the worse it will get. we need to bite the bullet and get on with it. Increase rates by whatever is 
necessary to get the jo 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 
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Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Community climate action and sustainability 
e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: our environment is what grounds us, in the central city our natural 
assets barely cling to existence and we need to support them as much as we can 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? no, just get more money 
out of massively expensive plots of land with no devlopment. how many empty blocks do we need in a city with a housing 
shortage while the council screams for more funding? 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? provided bus services aren't being cut from low socioeconomic areas to 
prioritise higher socioeconomic areas, I am neutral on the CATR changes 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

This budget is likely to harm me significantly more than the reduction in rates will help. Council needs to focus on 
delivering its services, all its services, to the people of Auckland, but particularly those that struggle the most. Failing to 
do this wi 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
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interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: This budget is a display of poor leadership 
and bullshit. Auckland is not in a budget crisis. Austerity is a failed ideology. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling the family silver again. Short term thinking. These are the Manukau Council shares - Auckland city 
sold its shareholding under another short-sighted mayor, and the city is the poorer for it. Strategically Auckland must 
retain this shareholding, an 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Auckland rates are not high, given the service and amenities created from a high population base. In many 
other local government areas, all people get form their rates may be the road - not the libraries, the concerts halls, the 
swimming pools etc. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:$20 million? You're taking the piss. Tell us what it's really going to cost, and then we can plan to do it 
properly. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: No cuts. We're still waiting for the Leys Institute fix up. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  
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Tell us why these are most important to you: I'm not picking between my babies. No to phone austerity. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Rates too low. You're also proposing a pause on some targeted rates - not the 
right time. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Auckland Transport cannot afford to reduce 
their services to the public; people rely heavily on these services and it provides such a great service to the average 
person but also those that do not have any other way of means of travel it is super helpful to the community cutting those 
services is unfair I would like to see those all services made more time efficient if possible. Some of the services can be 
stopped absolutely, especially the ones which show a consistent amount of nonattendance, there is no use running a 
transport service that no one is using and also that questions the safety of workers, try and make sure it does not hurt a 
lot of people first. If you do take away some of the services, please make sure that all the services left are running 
efficiently and on point targeted efficiency if possible. 

Please keep funding running for music and movies in the park 

Everything else we can afford to reduce funding to for the short term we were lucky to be able to have such great 
services in the first place we can start again it might be hard, but we can do it and increase services to the point of need 
as you see fit. 

 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Other 

Tell us why: No, do not sell our shares apparently it's never a good idea as shares are a long-term investment a billion 
dollars is a lot of money however no selling allowed it could recover us in the short term but no I think it's a dumb idea. 

Please do not increase 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: please do not increase rates ever. 

no more borrowing, work with what you have. 

All our services and things need greater quality control a lot of money is probably going to waste in areas it is not 
particularly needed you probably need to sort that. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why:Do not increase rates ever it is way too easy to do that and it's definitely the wrong way to go about things I 
don't know why it just seems too easy to do so don't do it. 
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5. Local Boards 

Henderson-Massey Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024?  I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I love that area and the great support they provide to everyone in that rohe 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library hours, Community-led environmental and water quality initiatives, 
and volunteer activities , Protection and restoration of local waterways, and ecological volunteers in parts 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Nerds are always found at libraries and it should be kept open for them, 
you need great thinkers in this world and thats one place they love and we should always keep open for people from the 
ground upwards. Practical and the most important things need to 

 

Howick Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I trust the decisions that the good howickians make for all of the district. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events, Community facilities and services, Sports and 
recreation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you: These are some of the most important things that brings vibrancy to the 
area; aside from these random choices Howick has a good way of holding itself up anyway. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  
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7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai 
Ōrea lake and wetland 



  # 27233 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 3 of 1697 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  

 

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Tupuna Maunga Authority: 

I DO NOT  support funding  thousands of healthy trees being massacred! 

I oppose ANY funding to the Tūpuna Maunga Authority's 2023 /24 draft operational plan and budget which allocates 
millions of rate payer dollars to chainsawin 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not reduce - Local Board activity. Their 
activity adds local improvements, libraries, environment initiatives community events to give the area life, involve the 
community and give a sense of connection and belonging. Any change to this is short-sighted for our city and the well-
being of our community. Aucklanders are already tired and fragile with pressures- after 2-3 tough years. 

Equally do not reduce regional services like Arts and Culture, libraries, CAB, Zoo, Art Gallery and Museum etc.  

If you can successfully advocate and receive central government money for some education and health initiatives, you 
can reduce some of these social services but not until then. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: This is appalling. Why sell shares of an essential national and regional asset?  Aucklanders have paid for 
years to secure, plan for and run this Airport in the future.  It is important to keep a decent public share and interest. The 
facilities and operat 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Increase the general rate where possible and debt, if necessary, according to accepted international 
financial standards. Make rates rebates and assistance far less demeaning and more understood for people that cannot 
pay. Promote this at the same time. 

 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Auckland has not always planned well for stormwater, natural watercourses, coastal inundation, and flood-
prone areas. At the same time, we have allowed for intensification, building coverage changes etc. I am not sure if simply 
adding storm funds - is the 
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5. Local Boards 

Ōrākei Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: They do an exceptionally good job - particularly work for water quality, parks, amenities, the upkeep of 
beaches and roadsides and community events. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and culture programmes, Protection and restoration of local 
waterways, Library opening hours 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

In the Mayoral Proposal, agreed by the Governing Body, the proposed reduction in operating costs would require the 
Ōrākei Local Board to find $650,000 in savings in 2023/2024 from a discretionary budget of $1.4 million. In the time 
frame available to us this discretionary budget is the only one we can access to make these savings. We have proposed 
where these savings might come from and how they would effect the activities and services we provide in our supporting 
information (pages 158-161) 

.What do you think of the savings we've proposed across our activities and services? I don't know 

Tell us why: I have not got time to assess this in your timeframes. Please provide for Orakei meetings or 
mechanisms. 

 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Environmental stewardship and water quality- for our and grandchildren 
futures. Library essential in every sense - for all types of people at all ages and circumstances. eg Sometimes people 
need a quiet place to study away from their family to learn and r 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Sorry haven't got time to 
complete this= 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   
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Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Proceed with proposed reductions because 
cutting money to maintain the barely minimal public transport options as it is. Plus cutting funding to our libraries and 
community events which make our city vibrant is not good either. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Seems a bit short sighted to sell off all of the shares to pay off debt in the short term. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Climate change 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: Won't low mo or no mo area's save the local board money by not doing maintenance? Mitigating climate 
change will also save money in the long run. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: Libraries are good community hubs for where locals can gather. The 
environment is important to mitigate the impacts of climate change. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Perhaps for community 
grants maybe allot money every two years for events and not every year? 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Do NOT cut the AT budget and reduce services. This city is hard enough to get around as it is without a car  by not 
offering up alternatives or investing in bike lane infrastructure. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 27255 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Auckland is staring down a climate crisis with 
an existing 30 year deficit in infrastructure investment. Use municipal bonds and other debt to pay for infrastructure, and 
rates increases to protect existing OPEX. Don't kick the can down the road, it is time to pay the piper. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: You don't sell the silver at the bottom of the market - particularly when that silver is income producing. For 
goodness sake, lock these shares in and use the ongoing revenue in perpetuity. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. Shame on you for 
not even making this an option. It's cowardice. Based on Auckland Council’s assumptions and modelling, the highest 
possible rates increase investigated 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Historic infrastructure deficits mean that increasing the annual operating budget by $20 million each year is 
but a drop in the bucket. This is still better than nothing, and anything that helps Auckland mitigate storm events is bound 
to have greater than 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I would choose to keep library services, riparian planting and pest 
control activities going with no cuts. All of them provide long term benefits that can only be realized through constant, 
regular investment. If the Board has any influence on maintaining 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? Please make sure the CATR remains intact and is spent in the ways it was 
originally intended. I support more investment in buses, walking and cycleways. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Any councilor who votes to cut funding for an activity that returns over $13  in delivered measurable social good for every 
$1 invested is a fool who deserves to lose their job. There isn't a better ROI anywhere in the budget. Protect every penny 
invested 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I would not Reduce regional services; 
community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional events, economic development, and 
other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community empowerment and funding for youth centres. 
Cuts to these services strike me as cruel - cutting funding to support vulnerable homeless people will not make 
homelessness go away, the costs and problems will just show up elsewhere in the community, and quickly.  Cutting 
regional programmes, likewise, is short-sighted, surely people in Pukehohe and Warkworth need local arts to enliven 
their communities. 

I would not Reduce our funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited. Having an interesting range of galleries and museums and 
a vibrant range of arts events makes Auckland a great place to live and work. I personally use the Art Gallery and would 
find an increase in exhibit fees and/or a reduction in services upsetting, I don't personally attend events like The Big Gay 
Out, but I do think these events make Auckland a better city. I recently attended Te Matatini at Eden Park - people from 
all parts of Aotearoa were there, and no doubt a few foreign visitors as well, I certainly hope the Council supported and 
will continue to support exciting cultural events of this nature! All kinds of arts and/or community events attract domestic 
and foreign tourists.  I don't personally use childcare facilities; however I think this is something we should support as a 
community.   

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling off the Airport shares strikes me as shortsighted and foolish - Rogernomics, anyone?  

Also, I think calling this section "Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy" strikes me 
as underhanded! Amending a policy? Oh 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: As a property owner I'm happy to pay increased rates for the opportunity to live in a city with Sound 
infrastructure, plentiful green spaces, a vibrant arts scene and decent services. 

Reducing the NETR and WQTR seems to be at odds with the need to rapidly 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Climate change is here - we need to be prepared for more of this. 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why: Regarding stream restoration, ecological projects and climate change mitigation: I think the reductions in 
spending is foolhardy in light of the climate crisis. "continue our most effective..." sounds like another way of saying "Halt 
quality and stream re 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental 
restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Identify additional no / low 
mow areas in parks and reserves looks like a cost saving to me.  

Stop work on restoring the Leys Institute. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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The linked consultation document gives a very brief description of the Tūpuna Maunga Authority, and directs to a plan on 
pp 108-114. The last page of the document is p108, and it does not contain a plan. Given that the Council MUST 
maintain the Maunga acc 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Cutting funding to key facilities and services 
would be a massive blow to an incredibly valued resource. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: To sell entirely feels like Aucklanders no longer have any large asset in the city. It also seems shortsighted 
to look at selling shares instead of investing wisely in the potential and future of the airport. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
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programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Pillars of the community that enable our people to thrive in all aspects of 
life.  

Cutting these resources will have long term effects for the rest of the initiatives. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funds to public transport, 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing regional contestable grants, and  

No longer providing early childhood education service. 

I am a university lecturer and am particularly against the plan to reduce funds to public transport since on the current 
reduced system many of my students cannot come to class either because their buses do not arrive, or they cannot 
afford them. This is not okay.  

We also need to do all we can to support the health of our community, and to ensure Auckland remains a vibrant place 
where people want to visit and live. Cutting budgets to the arts will decimate the city and make living here unenjoyable 
and unattractive to visitors. This is a bad investment option. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I really appreciate your commitment to prioritise programmes that support community connection, safety, 
wellbeing, and empowerment, and seriously addressing climate change. Please continue to protect libraries and the arts. 
They are so important. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? I think we need to be 
funding all of the things on the list, so I am very sad to have to choose between protecting our waterways, protecting the 
arts, preparing for climate change, protecting libraries... these are all essential aspects of a healthy city 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Thank you for your service. Please continue to focus on mitigating climate change, protecting our water, protecting the 
arts, protecting our libraries and ensuring there is public transport. 

 



  # 27261 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 4 of 1697 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: There is no need to make any cuts. Increase 
rates at least in line with inflation. Remove the current subsidy for on-street parking by requiring all vehicles to purchase 
permits to park on-street in Auckland - CCRG has suggested $500 per vehicle per year which is a good starting point. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Rates should rise at least in line with inflation - the proposed 4.66% increase is an effective cut. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: Strongly opposed to any reduction in funding for local boards. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  

Tell us why these are most important to you: I do not support any reduction in funding so obviously not going to start 
selecting areas for budget cuts. 
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Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Several - try harder. On-
street and off-street parking charges have not been increased for many years, for starters. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Do not trust the current administration to competently reprioritise anything, 
including the CATR-funded bus services. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizeable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors. 

Cutting this funding will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?   

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt?  
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 
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Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Reducing regional services such as 
community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional events, economic development, and 
other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community empowerment and funding for youth centres to 
save $20 million 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: because as we have now opened the borders post covid the airport will ramp up to full capacity and will 
deliver dividends again. it is very short sighted to sell the shares just because we have had an unprecedented event 
(covid pandemic) that temporarily 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Set a higher general rates increase and make GREATER use of debt 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Please sell off the Leys institute and other underutilized council owned buildings in the LB area 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai 
Ōrea lake and wetland 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: need to get good balance across social, cultural and environmental 
outcomes 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Please assess current 
stock of buildings owned by council and sell them. Also SELL council owned golf courses they cater for a tiny sector of 
the community. Why are all the savings targeted to services/support for people who are usually on low incomes and 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? We have some of the lowest (if not the lowest rates) in NZ. And the council 
also generates revenue. We need to increase rates. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

SELL the golf courses. And build more skate parks and do them properly using skaters' input and proper skatepark 
builders. Do not follow the approach used for Vic Park which is badly designed and built. Skateparks are a relatively 
small investment and ben 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I do not support the proposed cuts to 
community, culture, regional events, 

economic development and social services. This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in 
Auckland’s future.  

The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the local economy and devastate Auckland’s 
culture, art and community sectors. Many organisations affected by these cuts will be forced to cut services or close, with 
jobs being lost as a result. From volunteering at the Mt Roskill Citizens Advice Bureau I've seen the huge number of 
people in the community that are helped by the CABs, with a wide range of assistance and services that are readily 
available to anybody who needs them. This is an important service to the community that would be foolish to cut. 

As a resident of Auckland without a car, I rely on the public transport network to get to work, to appointments, to parks 
and beaches on the weekend. I have a bike, but without an extensive network of dedicated cycleways, don't currently 
feel safe cycling around the main arterial roads in the city. Funding for bus services is crucial to a city as sprawling as 
Auckland. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Services like high quality reliable public transport, youth centres, homelessness initiatives, community education 
services, are integral to a thriving city, and not a luxury that we can afford to just cast aside. What we can afford is to 
borrow more, and maintain the general rates package. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run, and disproportionately have a 
negative effect on the communities that rely on these crucial services. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: While selling the shares now brings in a chunk of revenue, all future revenue from dividends is lost along 
with a share in the extensive land airport holdings. 

It will be very difficult to return the land and future value of the shares to the public once 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Increased debt should be a serious consideration at this time of need, and following years of challenging 
economic circumstances.  

This is precisely the time to take advantage of Auckland Council’s excellent credit rating -  Auckland Council is not facing 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  
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Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants, Protection and 
restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. 
Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 
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Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I support more investment in buses, walking and cycleways. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I do not support these cost reductions. 
Auckland’s local economy, art, culture, and community sectors need our support now more than ever if we are to have 
the vibrant, thriving, world-class city we want,  nay deserve! 

As an aunt to young children I worry about the cuts to funding that would negatively impact their, and my, quality of life. 
We are regular users of services that are directly supported by Auckland Council; parks, libraries, pools, festivals, and 
cultural events. Our lives will be immeasurably poorer with any reduction to these services. These services directly 
improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life.  

As a resident of the central city I see first-hand the benefits that investing in the city bring; clean spaces, maintained 
parks, and community services. They make the city a comfortable and safe space to be and create a place people want 
to visit. These services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. 

When our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. I see this first-hand as a resident. There is a 
different air to the city when arts and cultural events take place, the city feels alive and on a par with larger international 
cities like Melbourne. I witness huge numbers of people flow into the city due to arts and cultural events.   They come 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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early to enjoy a meal, shop, and sight-see. They stay late to enjoy time at a bar or club. Cutting arts and cultural funding 
will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors to generate revenue.  

Thriving businesses invest back into the communities they are a part of through boosting the local economy, creating 
jobs and making the city more prosperous. The proposed cuts would cut Auckland off at the knees. Retaining these 
services makes our city more welcoming and inclusive, and helps us to attract and retain new residents and industry. 

The funding cuts will cause jobs to be lost and some cases the organisations responsible for delivering these services 
will shutter. We cannot let this stand. A sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the local economy and 
devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

It’s taken Auckland years to become the city it is today. We must not slide backwards by cutting funding to vital arts, 
cultural, and other organisations and services. 

I am appalled that the council would consider short-term relief at the cost of negatively impacting the healthy ecosystem 
of a modern city in the long term. I implore Auckland Council to do the right thing by increasing rates and investing in our 
city’s future. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: How utterly short-sighted to sell our share of the gateway to New Zealand for short term gain. I whole 
heartedly reject the proposal to sell any or all of the shareholding in Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL). 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Auckland has not hit the debt ceiling, we can afford to borrow more, shares will go up, the economy will 
recover.  We know that it's going to take a while to recover after Covid. We should not make rash decisions in the short 
term that will be negative in 
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4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:We should not make rash decisions in the short term that will be negative in the longer term. Increate the 
budget and make our water and environment better!! 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: I support funding the priorities to a level befitting a vibrant world-class city. Do not reduce or cut funding. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Environmental education 
e.g. Schools treasuring Waiōrea 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I reject the premise that we are being forced to choose three things to 
support. All these initiatives are important for different reasons. Increase funding to all these areas. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   
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What do you think of these proposals? Bus frequency must increase to get more people using it. Build it and they will 
come. We already see the popularity of services that are frequent. Let's improve on this! 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Dear Auckland Council, invest in our future!!! Future generations will thank you for it. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 1. Reducing Auckland's Public Transport 
Services has caused the public transport network to suffer from late services, and unreliability, putting more people in 
single occupier vehicles, slowing the city's transport infrastructure down, ballooning it's carbon emissions and lessening 
the city's overall economic efficiency. No further cuts should be made to AT's public transport services, in fact more 
services need to be put on to get people out of single occupier vehicles. 

2. Tātaki Auckland Unlimited plays a crucial role in Auckland's ability to market itself to the world and attract more people. 
Defunding this wing of Auckland Council would leave Auckland toursitless, with the few visitors left remaining unable to 
find accessible information about where to spend their money when visiting the city. On top of this, no member of the 
public should ever have to pay to visit it's own public institutions such as the Auckland Art Gallery or other Council 
Controlled Venues. 

3. Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional 
events, economic development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres will leave this city a lifeless ghost-town. People will leave in their droves and 
no one will ever want to live here. Defunding these services, events, programmes and activities will have far costlier 
effects on the city than the proposed $20M defunding is worth. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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4. local board funded activities deliver much needed access to community led initiatives that Auckland's boroughs 
desperately need. Without access to central government funding, many local communities rely upon the nature of these 
funds as grass-roots, by and for their community. If this funding is taken away Auckland's local suburbs will have to 
compete for less funding with other entities outside of their community. Much like reducing regional services, this will turn 
Auckland into a stale, underdeveloped place to live and people will leave in their droves. 

5. Regional Contestable Grants provide crucial funding to Aucklands wider community groups looking to make their 
communities a better place to live. Surely a meagre $3M can be spared to save this funding for our wider regional 
communities. 

6. Many parents in our community cannot afford privately run childcare. Private childcare runs the risk of unregulated, 
franchised profiteering and doesn't allow for children's and parent's needs to be heard. Often Council run childcare is the 
only childcare communities have access to. No child should have to miss out these services because council is trying to 
save a meagre $1M. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Privatisation of Airports is slippery slope to bringing cities to a stand-still. This happens a lot overseas in 
North America and Asia and because private airports no longer have to answer to their local government shareholders, 
they are left to cause env 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Property owners who own property in Auckland need to get used to paying more for the right to own 
property in Auckland. This is a big city, and equivalent rates for properties falling within the city boundary and using local 
council services in a city lik 
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4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It makes sense to increase a pool of funding to help with the cleanup and damage from Climate events such 
as those experienced in the Jan 27th Floods. However this is a bit of an ambulance at the bottom of the cliff, too little too 
late approach. Real fun 

 

5. Local Boards 

Albert-Eden Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024?  

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  

Tell us why these are most important to you: The following are most important to me (all equally so please do not 
disregard this answer or make me choose 3 out of 14 services) 

Community development and support 

Local arts programmes 

Local community events 

Sports and activities in parks 

Parks plannin 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  

Tell us why these are most important to you: I don't want to reduce funding for any of these activities 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 
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Tell us why: Surprisingly all of these proposed activities not only reduce operational costs but also reduce Waitematā's 
carbon footprint overall. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental 
restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I do not want to reduce funding for any of these activities, please do not 
consider the above 3 answers as important for reducing funding. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Increase property owner's 
rates 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? It is important that the right, frequently used, busy bus services are targeted 
with funding from the climate action targeted rate. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

The Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2023/2024 looks good and should continue as planned. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental restoration and pest 
control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

 Reducing funding to public transport,     

 Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 
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Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate 
action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Shocked and horrified by these proposals.  
Do not proceed with any cuts. Increasing rates and debt enables investment to our city’s future - we need to think and act 
for the long term, for those who come after us. Even a rates increase of 13% would fall well within the boundaries of what 
is considered ‘affordable’, and would help pay to fix long term underinvestment. These things that are being suggested 
have funding cut to them are what make a city liveable! 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Terrible time to sell shares, would be a ridiculous decision financially. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Obviously important to invest in stormwater infrastructure. Would be nice to be able to swim at the beach 
without fear for health. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: Please do not reduce funding. We need to invest in our communities if they're going to grow. We're still 
recovering from COVID, floods and cyclones. Losing these initiatives will further compound the hurt our communities 
feeling. 
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions? 
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The CAB's and Early childhood support 
assets are essential to the civic health of Auckland, and save many times their cost over time. I favour 'Do not proceed 
with some reductions and instead further increase rates', but do not increase debt, that is simply postponing rates 
increases until they are greater, due to inflation plus interest on the debt.  That these options actually made it in to print 
gives me the impression that sitting Council and Civic heirarchy is seriously out of touch with the realities of being poor in 
Auckland 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Other 

Tell us why: Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL (reducing our interest 
costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates. Do not increase debt, that is simply postponing rates 
increases until they are gr 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
Tell us why: Increasing debt is simply postponing rates increases until they are greater, due to inflation plus interest on 
the debt. Isn't that a big part of how we ended up in this mess? 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 
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Tell us why: There are quite a few I don't support, each individual case depends on its meits. Less focus on the wants of 
small groups, such as the very few who actually use the lost parking spaces in Emily place to sit and eat their lunch, and 
more focus on the many, 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Education for every age, (Libraries), and support for the young, poor 
and vulnerable of Auckland are simply the highest priority and offer the most ongoing benefits to the Auckland City 
environment, after all, the environment is at the mercy of the people 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? The last option, 'Identify 
additional no / low mow areas in parks and reserves' should not need any funding, Just ask the guys who are doing the 
job. There are plenty of other commonsense savings, Does the Council employ anyone to research and get such si 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? I do not have the time for this. Even if I did I wouldn't stand for Council, too 
much politics and personalities. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Reducing services is a race to the bottom and 
a false economy. Tākaki Auckland Unlimited play a vital role in the cultural life, economy, vibrancy  and richness of 
Auckland that makes it one of the most livable cities in world. Once lost, it may never be recovered! 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: It would be shame to get out of the airport altogether but understand the necessity to reduce debt. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: The council clearly needs more revenue and the asset class has the means to contribute more. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:This is really just the minimum required after years of under investing in vital infrastructure. I would 
recommend actually spending more! 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: These are essential for creating and maintaining a vibrant, people-focused community and mitigating and 
adapting to climate change. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: Actually, I think they are all important! However, libraries are essential 
community hubs that provide essential community services. And climate action is the single most important activity for 
saving the planet. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Selling off all the city 
carpark buildings which would also discourage car use. Rewilding of parks and green spaces. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I think that there should be a specific targeted rate for land-banking – especially land used for carparks. People making 
large capital gains on land that is an eye-sore and that enables car use use need to pay for the disservice that they do to 
local com 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Public transport should be increased to make 
most of government support in this area and to promote general public transport use. Regional services should not be 
cut as the loss to the community outweighs the cost saving in my opinion. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: This is not the time to reduce debt post floods/cyclone etc. and the answer is not to cut costs and reduce 
debt simultaneously 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why:It doesn't seem like enough, needs more considered approach 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Local waste 
minimisation activities e.g. Waitematā waste away 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  
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Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? The operation of the 
council as a whole should be considered, not just cutting funds to specific programmes 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Please do not continue with reduced public 
transport services 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

Events often increase in size and reputation over a number of years and become destinations/tourist attractions that 
boost the local economy. Disrupting them will reduce visitor numbers to the event and halt momentum which is hard to 
regain. 

There are many hard working people who will lose their livelihoods as a result of these cuts. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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The arts enrich our lives, make our city vibrant and ensure we are a place people want to spend time (and money!). 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Other 

Tell us why: Sell a smaller amount of shares but retain as many shares as possible. Has reducing the salaries of those 
in executive positions been considered? 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: We need to invest in our communities if they're going to grow. We're still recovering from COVID, floods 
and cyclones. Losing these initiatives will further compound the hurt our communities feeling. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Protection and restoration 
of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
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Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 27380 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Proceed with the proposed reductions 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: Council should be selling more assets to reduce rates increases 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why: There is no focus on the most important issue which is cleanliness of the city.   10 years ago it was cleaned 
regularly.  Now it is regularly filthy and that should be the main focus of the local board, not the "nice to haves". 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  
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Tell us why these are most important to you: None of these are important to me.   I want to see the city clean. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? reduction of staff; 
reduction of "education" programmes which are just political propaganda dressed up as education 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? I have no confidence in the CLimate Action targeted Rate which is not focused 
on practical adaptation but rather is used for political propaganda 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

RUBBISH BINS - I live in Market Place in the Viaduct.   We have been asking for a rubbish bin for years.  Despite a 
liquor ban in place, all the planters put into our street re regularly used for rubbish - see attached pics.  There is one 
rubbish bin at t 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: To not proceed with any reductions and 
instead unfreeze the Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates, increase borrowing, and maintain the 
general rates package. 

Preferably don’t cut funding to the Citizens Advice Bureau. They really help people. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling what is left of the Auckland Council’s airport shares will have irreversible consequences. While 
selling the shares now brings in a chunk of revenue, all future revenue from dividends is lost along with a share in the 
extensive land airport holdin 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Climate change will only get more apparent, this is a priority for Auckland 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
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Studio One Toi Tū), Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Protection and restoration of local waterway 
e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Auckland Council should be investing now – in tourism, public transport, the arts, and other social services. Investing in 
the city will bring revenue back. 

Also to make Auckland a better city to live in. You visit cities in other countries, and there is 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: The council should set higher general rates and make greater use of debt 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   
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Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Climate change is a crucial issue for all Aucklanders and should not be pushed aside. CABs are an extremely important 
service to those living in the Auckland area and it would be ridiculous to cut funding to this service. Arts and culture are a 
huge part 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

These services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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The reason why most of us live in bigger cities is to enjoy the cultural and arts activities. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run.  

Also do not proceed with - No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 

Affordable childcare for the community is essential in a city that is already unaffordable.  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt?  
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms?  

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  

 

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: You don't improve anything by reduction, 
small minded thinking right there. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling income creating assets  is short sighted foolishness and that sort of management is  the problem, 
not the solution. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
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c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The things you are proposing to reduce affect 
Aucklanders across the board from businesses to children to people who benefit from accessible (I.e. low cost) arts and 
culture. Basically you’re saying that kids don’t deserve care, tourism businesses don’t deserve support after Covid, and 
some of the the things that make life worth living in this hellishly expensive city (arts and culture) aren’t worth funding 
through rates rises. Ratepayers use these services and that’s why they pay rates. If we cut these things now, will we ever 
get them back again? Based on current council policy and the attitudes of our ‘elected’ leaders (through an election that 
only had a16% turnout), I very much doubt that. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: This is common sense to me, the only concern I have is who will buy it. If I remember correctly the 
Canadian super fund owned a fair chunk of this holding last time I read about it. A buyer like that would be fine but we do 
need to be careful which overse 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: The answer option I’ve chosen is a little vague. For clarity I mean raise rates, don’t take on debt. Interest 
rates are higher across the board than they’ve been for at least a decade. Raising debt would be a little irresponsible. 
And rate payers can abso 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Common sense 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I don't know 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? I don’t know anything about the bus one 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Don’t let another election with only a 16% turnout happen again. That was embarrassing. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
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interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: None of the reductions seem significant 
enough in the level of savings they deliver. 

I think the impact on Auckland will be counter-productive. 

I would rather take a mix of rates increase and debt funding to maintain these services.  

I think all of these services and programs help make Auckland a desirable place to live, and continue to live in. Reducing 
these programs to save some money would make it a less desirable place to live in and more of a reason to consider 
moving to other cities, including moving overseas. 

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: I think that asset sales deliver short to medium term benefits and are counter-productive in the long term. 

The stating financial benefits do not seem significant enough to justify losing the ownership stakes. 

I strongly support a mix of rates increases a 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
Tell us why: '+4.66% increase seems low, given annual CPI will exceed 5% this coming year and the 2 years prior to 
that. 

Council needs money to fund services and programs, if the cost to provide them increases, the revenue collection needs 
to go up. Cutting back on se 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: It's unclear what this question is asking. 

What I can say is that I don't support cutbacks and targeted savings for the Waitemata Board. I would rather pay higher 
rates and maintain these services and programs. 

E.g. reduced hours for Central Library, impa 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles, Local waste minimisation 
activities e.g. Waitematā waste away 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Waste services are too cheap. 

Where I live, we pay for our own collection and have this excluded from our rates. Nevertheless, it costs surprisingly little 
to collect all our rubbish and recycling over a year. 

There should be more economic incentives to r 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 
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Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Take a long-term view for liveability and culture.  

Take a long-term view for financial sustainability by accepting shorter term impacts. Accept that rates need to go up. 
Accept that debt has it's place, rather than selling off assets. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Arts and cultural programmes and venues are 
crucial for economic and social sustainability. A city without generous funding for these produces a city barren of life, 
heart, soul and economic sustainability. I am a long-term Auckland resident and ratepayer and would rather increase my 
rates than see any funding reduced in this area. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: I am persuaded by "This is projected to reduce interest costs on our debt to save an estimated $87 million 
per year, which is greater than what we’d expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares." 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: A logical proposition and totally workable with positive outcome. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:This is difficult  because I agrees with the proposal to increase the operating budget by 1% rates increase 
but not on top of a rates increase of 4.66 per cent increase. I do not agree with the  4.66 per cent rates increase of 
residential rates. What abou 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: I do not support reduction in EVENTS  Potential reductions up to $213,000. EVENTS give energy and life 
to the Waitemata Board area. For example to "Stop or reduce funding local board signature events e.g. Parnell Festival 
of Roses " is unthinkable. The Ro 
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Community 
programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Identify additional no / low mow areas in parks and 
reserves 

Tell us why these are most important to you: The Rose Gardens is a jewell in Auckland's city-scape and attracts 
locals and tourists. To have festival of roses is unique. Please do not stop this! Community networks, youth and arts is so 
important for social cohesion. No/low mow areas is a marvellous 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I agree with the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: And more debt 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Recent weather events have demonstrated the importance of climate 
and environmental action. It's also crucial to maintain community spaces and events that foster connection. The city has 
so few free third spaces, and we need places and opportunities to ga 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for
2023/2024 to save $21 million

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues
in Auckland

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million.

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: These cuts will decrease social cohesion.  

I support an increase in both rates and  - as needed - borrowing against Auckland's strong credit rating in order to fill the 
shortfall. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why: There is a strong credit rating for Tamaki Makaurau. Borrow against it. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Future storms 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Identify additional no / low mow areas in parks and reserves 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Proceed with the proposed reductions 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why:If the streets were cleaned better and more regularly there would not be the flooding problems there are 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why: Ever since Auckland Transport took over responsibility for street cleaning the city has never been more 
filthy.   A clean city should be the first focus of the local board 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  
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Tell us why these are most important to you: None of these are important to me and they do not address the 
requirement to have a clean city 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? reduce staff 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Both these activities are bureaucratic interventions masquerading as 
education when they are actually political propaganda 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Ever since Auckland Transport put round planters in our street the leaves and rubbish collect in the drains and the street 
sweeper vehicles can't get to the drains so when it rains the drains block up and flood.  See attached pic.  The drains are 
only cle 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The proposed cuts are extremely damaging 
for our city. Homelessness coordination and initiatives are more important than ever before as we see an increasing 
number of people living on the streets and becoming more and more vulnerable as we experience climate disasters like 
the recent floods and cyclone. More than ever before we need funding for youth and community empowerment 
programmes. The Citizens Advice Bureau is a vital service that helps thousands of vulnerable people. Funding for 
spaces like the Grid/John Lysaght should continue as these spaces provide a critical platform for innovation, creativity 
and connection - not to mention the thriving small and medium sized business that use these spaces and contribute to 
this city's economy. This could not happen without spaces like the Grid/John Lysaght.  

Like many Aucklanders I rely on public transport to get around the city, particularly to work. I have already been 
negatively impacted for months by the reduced services and cancellations. I do not want to have to resort to using my car 
which will contribute to increased emissions, increased congestion and ultimately mean I am spending money on petrol 
and parking instead of having residual income I can put into local businesses. Safe, reliable and accessible public 
transport services are critical to Auckland becoming a city of the future and reducing its carbon footprint. We need 
greater investment in public transport infrastructure and we need it now. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Now is not a particularly astute time to sell these shares (at a low point in the market). Once these shares 
are gone, this asset can no longer be leveraged or support future revenue raising for Council - this is an irreversible 
consequence for Auckland. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: The Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. Based on 
Auckland Council’s assumptions and modelling, the highest possible rates increase that they investigated (&gt;13%) 
would fall well within the boundaries of 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Significant underinvestment in infrastructure has led to the catastrophic outcomes from the recent flood and 
cyclone climate change events. As a result of these recent storm events - extreme flooding and the cyclone - we need 
changes to investment in land 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I support the priorities as they are aligned with reducing our emissions and building a thriving, resilient 
community/city. I do not support the proposed funding reduction and think the Council should borrow and increase 
funding to the Local Board. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles, Local waste minimisation activities e.g. 
Waitematā waste away 

Tell us why these are most important to you: All the priorities are really important to me and important to creating a 
well rounded community. However, since I am forced to choose I have selected options that I think are important and 
impactful for our environment. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Reduce the Mayor's salary 
and put it towards Local Board activities. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? I am deeply concerned by the Council reprioritising the Climate Action 
Targeted Rate which was established just last year with overwhelming public support. I do not agree with using this fund 
to reduce costs to Auckland Transport instead of using it to im 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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I find the proposed cuts to funding for Tataki Auckland Unlimited and Auckland Transport particularly troubling. I get that 
the COVID-19 pandemic and the recent climate change-related flooding and cyclone events have had significant 
consequences for the A 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I do not support these cost reductions.  

Not investing in public transport services is a ludicrously stupid idea, especially in today's climate. 

New Zealand has a binding international treaty on reducing its carbon emissions, and we are WAY behind. 

According to climateactiontracker.org, New Zealand ranks HIGHLY INSUFFICIENT in our policies and actions to keep in 
line with the Paris Agreement. That puts us in the same camp as India, China, and Saudi Arabia. It's a joke how woefully 
inadequate we have come on the world stage, how far we've let our "Clean Green" image spoil. 

Sizeable public transport investment is essential in order to lower our carbon emissions as rapidly as we need to. Car 
culture has overwhelmed this place, traffic is horrible, and we desperately need a change. People will use public 
transport if it is reliable, and reliability requires investment. 

Increase parking costs, introduce congestion charges, do what you can to try and fix this place and keep the revenue up, 
but for the love of God do not skimp on public transport. 

And if we want our city to be have a vibrant, healthy economy, the proposed cuts to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited and 
"regional services such as community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional events, 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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economic development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community empowerment 
and funding for youth centres to save $20 million" is ABSURD! Are you trying to make the city a worse place to live? A 
sadder place to visit? A place where people feel less connected, when they go out less, where they have less purpose, 
less support, become even more desperate? 

When you have the ability to borrow a further $140 MILLION? 

This is a city, not a mortgage. The people will thank you for how you grew it as an investment. How you made it better, 
more valuable, more profitable in the future. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: You want to sell one of the greatest assets in the city now?? Its share price hasn't even recovered from 
2020. Plus, you're gonna wanna hold on to that leverage. Debt's a better bet. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Higher rates increase and greater use of debt.  The difference in affordability between a 7% general rates 
increase and 13.5% general rates increase is 0.2%. In practice, that’s about the price of a cup of coffee per household 
per week - which, at scale, 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  
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Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:In 2023, with the climate crisis landing on our doorstep, we’ve seen the results of decades of 
underinvestment in our critical infrastructure. It’s high time we start investing in making Auckland more resilient in the 
face of climate change and extreme we 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I'd put Leys further down the list and climate mitigation at the top, more specifically slashing emissions. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and 
sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Adapting to a low-carbon way of life is inevitable and we are well 
behind. Our waterways are an essential investment. And giving youth support in the rapidly warming world we're leaving 
them is the least we can do. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? You don't necessarily need 
savings. You need revenue. But if you really want to make savings, sell off some of the golf courses, which mostly rich 
people use anyway. Or charge them more. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Do not mess with the buses more... just wow, don't. 
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7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

More investment in buses, walking and cycleways. Protected cycleways in particular mean more women and children will 
bike, instead of dudes in lycra taking up roads. If you think people hate cyclists on the roads, invest in protected 
cycleways and everyon 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 'Do not proceed with reductions to:  

- Public transport services because we need now, more than ever, to have an effective public transport system to 
encourage people to shift to less carbon-intensive modes  

- Funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited because these services and venues provide invaluable services and amenities to 
people across our diverse communities 

- Regional services such as community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional events, 
economic development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community empowerment 
and funding for youth centres because these services and venues provide invaluable services and amenities to people 
across our diverse communities, especially those who are low-income and may struggle to access other services and 
amenities  

- Local board funded activities because the events funded by local boards reflect the diversity of local communities and 
build community resilience by creating connections between neighbours.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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- Regional contestable grants to save $3 million because the events funded by these grants contribute to the vitality of 
our city and the visibility of different cultures which is critical to creating an inclusive city.  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: I support maintaining a share of the airport if it allows Auckland Council to influence strategic matters such 
as promoting public transport to the airport, improving relationships with mana whenua, and moving towards a low-
carbon future. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Rates are a fair way to raise additional funding. Rates are a small proportion of household costs for many, 
and for those households for whom rates are a financial burden, the increase in rates will be offset by not increasing 
charges to venues, maintaini 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  
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What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It is critical that we prepare our communities for more frequent and more severe weather events. We need 
to start taking climate change seriously NOW, and that means paying for it. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: Change the criteria so that the "most effective and most equitable" activities are continued, to recognise 
that some communities have had less investment than others and that the effectiveness of an activity is not limited just to 
its output (eg a cleaner 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Libraries are a critical resource for many lower-income members of the 
community. It is essential to keep libraries open to allow people to visit the library when their lives allow.  

Community programmes engage our youth, older people and parents, improvi 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? Do not suspend the Water Quality Targeted Rate or Natural Environment 
Targeted Rate. Fully implement the Climate Action Targeted Rates. Targeted rates are a transparent and useful tool for 
raising funds for specific, critical activities. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 
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• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I support the funding for the Tūpuna Maunga Operational Plan.  

I urge Auckland Council to consider selling golf courses for housing development - this would raise funding, improve 
biodiversity (grass is an exotic monoculture and many new developments incl 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The current proposed operating cost 
reductions is not only short-sighted, it will do more harm than good.  

The benefits from the current proposed operating cost reductions far outweigh the measly 125 million in proposed 
savings. Services like the CAB, Tātaki Auckland Unlimited, regional services, and early childhood education are 
important to Aucklanders. 

There are other more efficient reduction that could be done eg: selling golf courses that are only used by a small subset 
of Aucklanders. 

Auckland Council should be more transparent and list all of the existing services that are funded by them. We, 
Aucklanders, can then choose which services to reduce. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: We are still in the recovery phase of covid. International travel is ramping up. Selling the shares right now 
would be a terrible idea. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 
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Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: The library is a community hub for every walks of life. The library also 
provides other services like the justice of peace, internet/ computer access, and even a safe environment for 
Aucklanders. 

The population of Auckland will continue to grow, especial 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Enable an option for us to 
pay more. Keep the services for every one. But some of us are more financially fortunate and we can afford to pay more 
to enable others to use the services. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

The Annual Budget 2023/2024 is too drastic for what Auckland is currently facing. Auckland Council is not in a debt 
crisis. We are still recovering from the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The proposed cuts will cause irreversible harm to the community. It is like am 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
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interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Proceeding with these reductions is to 
diminish the quality of living in Tamaki Makaurau. Although it would mean an increase in rates, this small cost is worth it 
to continue to care for our city and communities. In the current climate crisis, focusing on effective public transport is 
essential in encouraging less driving/emissions from cars. On top of this, in such a large city, in both population and land 
mass, public transport is absolutely essential in many peoples (including my own) lives.  

I also believe it would be a disservice to the community to cut the budget for  community, culture, regional events, 
economic development and social services. All of these things are what makes Tamaki Makaurau a connected, positive 
and fulfilling place to be. As citizens we deserve these things to be a priority. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: In the current economy (which is at a low market point), selling these shares would ultimately cause a loss, 
as once sold this assets cannot be used to help support future revenue for the council. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: It would be more beneficial to set higher general rates AND make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:The floods in Auckland were a devastating effect of the current climate crisis. Other extreme weather events 
like this will continue to effect our city if something is not done about this crisis. Therefore, this budget is essential in 
helping repair the d 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: All these priorities serve to be beneficial in our area. While it's great that climate action is being focused on, 
I believe it's not enough to continue with what's being done - but instead increase it. The climate crisis isn't going away 
and as much imme 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles, Local waste minimisation activities e.g. 
Waitematā waste away 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Our environment and sustaining it is critical to helping the current 
climate crisis. All of these activities are extremely important to our community and ideally none of them would be cut. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Climate action needs to be a priority for Auckland Council. It's vital to the future of our city. Bus services and public 
transport should also be a priority, it's essential for everyday life of citizens and is beneficial in reducing emissions 
caused by c 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run.  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: The Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  
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What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Proceed with the proposal to increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year. In light of the 
recent extreme weather events and with the expectation that these are going to become more regular, it is clearly 
important to invest in stormwater 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I oppose the idea of cuts to these crucial public and community services. We need to invest in our 
communities if they're going to grow. We're still recovering from COVID, floods and cyclones. Losing these initiatives will 
further compound the hurt our co 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai 
Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 
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Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with any of these cuts. They 
will harm the diverse and vibrant community that is Auckland. There are lots of people trying to drive less for 
environmental reasons, and if anything, more bus services should be brought back, not cut down even further.  

 This is very short sighted thinking, and it will only make the value of Auckland less in the long run. 

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Investigate additional areas suitable for low-mow / no-mow programming to reduce emissions and 
maintenance costs and improve soil quality and biodiversity for non-recreational open spaces. - this is great and should 
definitely be implemented. Rewilding of 
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles, Identify additional no / low mow areas 
in parks and reserves 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Our environment is the most important thing and we should be looking 
at ways to reduce our emissions as well as preserve biodiversity. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Charge for carparking 
around the city and introduce a congestion charge. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Increase the rate and frequency of buses, don't decrease them. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?   

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt?  
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms?  

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.  

 

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 27645 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: To not proceed with any reductions and 
instead unfreeze the 

Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates, increase borrowing. This can be combined with an increase in 
general rates.  

I would not support a cut in funding to homeless coordination and initiatives, youth centres, bus services, community 
empowerment programmes, CABS, other community/education programmes, or the Auckland Art Gallery.  

I feel this would be a devastating step backwards for the health and wellbeing of people in Auckland, particularly for our 
most vulnerable communities. The suggested cuts are merely a solution to the current financial problem (which there are 
alternatives to), and do not consider the future impacts and widening of inequities that these funding cuts might have.  

 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling what is left of the Auckland Council’s airport shares will have irreversible consequences. 

While selling the shares now brings in a chunk of revenue, all future revenue from dividends is lost along with a share in 
the extensive land airport holdi 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Unfreezing the Water Quality Targeted Rate and 

the Natural Environment Targeted Rate, will generate much needed revenue that can help avoid the proposed cuts. 

Increasing general rates a little more than is currently proposed should also be considered. Ra 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:This investment is necessary to prepare Auckland for future extreme weather events, and to mitigate 
against the devastation we have recently seen. 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and 
sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I have been involved in community initiatives and have seen the benefits 
they bring for the health and wellbeing of our communities. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Now is the time to invest in our city and our people, and our future. Without investment in tourism, public transport, the 
arts, social services, and community/environmental initiatives will have positive effects for revenue in the future. Such 
investment 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Early childhood care deserves so much 
attention, care and funding - we are moulding our rangatahi, and we can't expect it to happen without the support it 
requires. 

Local board-funded activities make Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland vibrant, cultured and fun, and it would be a shame if this 
was to lose any funding, as it's already running on minimal resources. Additionally, Auckland Art Gallery is a wonderful 
cultural landmark and a point of pride for our city, and to lose funding would be of massive detriment to many intersecting 
communities here. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: This is something we cannot undo, a sale we cannot refund. It would also be really bad timing to do this, in 
terms of where the market currently is. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: I would definitely recommend that the council set a higher general rates increase and also make greater 
use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:The environment should be our greatest concern, and our greatest investment - in particular, stormwater 
infrastructure. It has been absolutely devastating to watch my peers suffer through the floods and Cyclone Gabrielle, 
through no fault of their own, si 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 
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Tell us why: I love that one of our biggest priorities as a district is to focus on water quality, stream restoration and 
climate change mitigation. These are really pressing issues for me personally. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Community climate action and 
sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Both arts and culture and environmental protection are key to a thriving 
community! Auckland Central/Waitematā is at it best when we are engaged in community action. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? No, we're thinly-stretched 
as is! 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? I absolutely support more investment in our public transport system, 
specifically the CATR. Much of the Auckland region requires use of reliable and efficient public transport in order to work, 
create, socialise and grow. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Climate action should be our number one priority, both locally and nationally! Please think of our rangitahi in your 
decision-making, of the whenua we love and are honoured to reside on, of the history we respect and of the future we 
are creating. Environ 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
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interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both make use of debt and rates increases. Debt-financing the recovery to the flooding is in 
line with international fiscal best-practice. The proposed rates increases are modest and should also be used to cover 
some of the costs. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Improving Auckland's resilience to extreme weather events is critical to our response to a changing climate. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: Community events are critical to our recovery from COVID. Creating 
thriving communities and getting people out and about in our community will benefit businesses (which will also support 
revenue collection through e.g. the city centre targeted rate). 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? The CATR has good support and should be used to improve and increase 
services rather than be diverted to reduce costs to Auckland Transport. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Particularly oppose the CAB funding cuts. We also need to be investing in better public and active transport options. 
Many young people extensively rely on these transport modes and cutting them would be a significant equity issue. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 27655 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: We should be investing in our community 
now more than ever. 

Maintaining reduced numbers of public transport services affects people who rely on public transport to get around their 
city for both paid and unpaid work and to engage with society at large, and further discourages people from using public 
transport instead of using private vehicles. This is a step backward for the environmental measures needed to mitigate 
climate change. 

Reducing funding to arts and cultural events will leave us with a dead city. Events and venues bring vibrancy and tourism 
to Tāmaki Makaurau, and many local service providers and businesses rely on the income generated by those events. 
After the extreme difficulties Auckland businesses and residents have faced with the last three years of the pandemic, we 
should be encouraging and promoting local events and public spaces such as galleries and the zoo. 

Reducing funding for regional services will further disadvantage those who are already struggling and who need support 
now more than ever. Reducing such support will surely cause increased costs further down the line to mitigate the lack of 
access to such essential services as homelessness funding and community education.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting early childhood education services will disproportionately affect women, who are already disproportionately 
affected by adverse economic and climate-change events. As an economic decision providing MORE funded childcare 
services is better for GDP. 

The CAB is an indispensable service. 

These cuts will further worsen existing inequality and would be a shameful move for Auckland Council. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: This is a bad time to be selling shares. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: You should set a general higher rates increase as well as make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 
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Tell us why:Recent weather events in the Auckland region have highlighted just how vital it is to invest in public 
infrastructure such as our stormwater system. As these events become more frequent we cannot wait to carry out this 
work. 

The building complex we are i 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: There should be a focus on supporting those experiencing homelessness and poverty in the Waitematā 
ward. 

I don't really understand how it can be that expensive to identify low-mow/no-mow areas. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low 
Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Communities need support to thrive, and this includes having their basic 
survival and social needs met. I believe that investing in people contributes to climate action and sustainability, which is 
also a hugely important issue. 

People don't have the ban 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Sell off or cease to 
manage Council-owned/Council-managed golf courses. I believe the land they currently occupy in the Auckland region is 
valued at around $2.9 billion. Or, at a bare minimum, re-zone the land so that the clubs using it pay rates that ref 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Food waste collection should be available in all areas of the city.  

I fully support increasing funding for public transport, busways, and cycleways. It is not right to take money from the 
CATR to make up shortfalls elsewhere. We cannot afford to put off 
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7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Remind residents that you actually care about the people living in this city, and not just the money flowing through the 
Council coffers. Climate change is real and it is here and it is only going to get worse unless we take hard action 
immediately. We ca 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: 1.  I do not agree with the extent of the 
retrenchment measures being proposed for Tātaki Auckland Limited - easy access to the services and facilities they run 
for Aucklanders is important for the quality of life of our communities.  I do not object to charging overseas visitors for 
access to those facilities although we need to make sure there is still sufficient incentive for them to go to them.  The 
knock on effect of tourism is vitally important for more than simply the venues.   

2.  I do not agree with reducing funding to regional services such as community and education programmes and arts and 
culture programmes.  All of these programmes build community and also provide opportunities for the different 
constituents of our communities to interact and express their cultures. 

3.  I do not agree with cutting other social services such as homelessness funding, youth centres and citizen advice 
bureaus.  Many of these services are vitally important for the most vulnerable within our communities and we should be 
supporting them. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: It is vital that Auckland Airport and Auckland City work together.  I therefore support maintaining a blocking 
stake in AIAL. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Given the impact of Climate Change, and the issues with Auckland Water Quality, I do not believe we 
should stop the NETR and the WQTR. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Improving the resilience of our infrastructure is critical as we can expect future weather events like those we 
experienced earlier in the year; however, we also need to be looking at reducing our greenhouse gas emissions to help 
limit climate change.  We 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Local waste minimisation activities e.g. Waitematā 
waste away 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Choosing only three was difficult - climate action and protecting the 
enviroment are critical for me which is why I choose Environmental restoration and pest control, and Local waste 
minimisation.  It is also important to look after the people which is wh 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Support for community cultural events such at Te Matatini, Polyfest and the Chinese Lantern Festival are important as a 
way of involving everyone in the wonderful diversity of our City, and supporting communities to express themselves. 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: To not proceed with any reductions and 
instead unfreeze the Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates, increase borrowing, and maintain the 
general rates package. 

Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling AIAL shares does not take a long term view in the investment opportunity and does not give effect 
to Auckland Council's responsibilities to  Mana Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi. The future revenue from this essential 
asset to Auckland's future is 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

Our city, communities and neighbourhoods are built with collective, public investment that is funded by rates, taxes, and 
fees. Debt can also be used to spread the cost 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  
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Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Investment must be placed in both adaption to climate change that is already predicted to happen as well as 
reduction in the causes of the effects to climate change that Auckland Council is responsible for. Auckland Council must 
lead by example, and commu 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Staff at Ellen Melville Centre, Studio One Toi Tū should be retained and not lost. The venue should 
continue to provide access and a staff presence. 

I do not support the discontinuing or reducing funding to our critical communities, within community deli 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Environmental education e.g. Schools treasuring Waiōrea 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  
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7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

We need better public and active transport. We need more climate resilience and strategies to reduce emissions as a 
community. We need to invest in our most vulnerable. We need to invest in our community infrastructure include arts and 
libraries. We need 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Reducing regional services such as 
community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional events, economic development, and 
other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community empowerment and funding for youth centres to 
save $20 million 

Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 

Reducing regional contestable grants to save $3 million 

No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: This feels like a short term fix that will leave us worse off in the long run unless our shares are sold to 
central government. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: Infrastructure in Auckland has been consistently under delivered. Investment needs to match progress 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:Need more information, is $20m going to be enough and what is it going to be used for? 

 

5. Local Boards 

Albert-Eden Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 
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Tell us why: Is more housing needed in these areas vs green spaces. There seems to be a lot of stock that is inhabited. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community development and support, Local community events, Sports 
and activities in parks 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Puketāpapa Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024?  I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Raising awareness of climate issues shouldn’t be an issue as these areas were significantly impacted by 
the recent floods. This a very diverse community that needs to investment and a voice 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community development and support, Local community centres, 
Community climate action and sustainability 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? If you don’t invest in the 
community now the long term effects are going to cost us more. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  
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What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I would hate to see community funding be reduced. These funds go directly to the vibrancy and connection of our people.  

I have had many interactions with the Southern initiative and think this is so valuable to South Auckland. 

Philanthropic organisation’ 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Such funding cuts would gut the heart of 
many communities in Auckland. This would have a devastating effect on the already struggling arts sector. I’d be so 
disappointed to see larger events like Auckland Lantern Festival and smaller ones go or have little support. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why:Investments should be targeted to addressing the cause of wild weather events, which is ultimately climate 
change. 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
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c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The proposed cuts are extremely damaging 
for our city. Homelessness coordination and initiatives are more important than ever before as we see an increasing 
number of people living on the streets and becoming more and more vulnerable as we experience climate disasters like 
the recent floods and cyclone. More than ever before we need funding for youth and community empowerment 
programmes. The Citizens Advice Bureau is a vital service that helps thousands of vulnerable people. Funding for 
spaces like the Grid/John Lysaght should continue as these spaces provide a critical platform for innovation, creativity 
and connection - not to mention the thriving small and medium sized business that use these spaces and contribute to 
this city's economy. This could not happen without spaces like the Grid/John Lysaght. The arts need further investment 
and are a vital part of who Auckland is as a city. Cutting funding to the arts will gut what is at the heart of this city.  

Like many Aucklanders our team relies on public transport to get around the city, particularly to work. We have already 
been negatively impacted for months by the reduced services and cancellations. We do not want to have to resort to 
traveling by car which will contribute to increased emissions, increased congestion and ultimately mean we have less 
residual income to be spent in local businesses. Safe, reliable and accessible public transport services are critical to 
Auckland becoming a city of the future and reducing its carbon footprint. We need greater investment in public transport 
infrastructure and we need it now. 

Organisation (if applicable): Fashion Revolution New Zealand 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Now is not a particularly astute time to sell these shares (at a low point in the market). Once these shares 
are gone, this asset can no longer be leveraged or support future revenue raising for Council - this is an irreversible 
consequence for Auckland. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: The Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. Based on 
Auckland Council’s assumptions and modelling, the highest possible rates increase that they investigated (&gt;13%) 
would fall well within the boundaries of 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Significant underinvestment in infrastructure has led to the catastrophic outcomes from the recent flood and 
cyclone climate change events. As a result of these recent storm events - extreme flooding and the cyclone - we need 
changes to investment in land 
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5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? We are deeply concerned by the Council reprioritising the Climate Action 
Targeted Rate which was established just last year with overwhelming public support. We do not agree with using this 
fund to reduce costs to Auckland Transport instead of using it to 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

We understand that the COVID-19 pandemic and the recent climate change-related flooding and cyclone events have 
had significant consequences for the Auckland Council economy. We are concerned that wholesale cuts of this 
magnitude will gravely affect the c 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Years of investment in Auckland's public 
transport system have shown increased trust and patronage of the system, with significant positive impacts. Maintaining 
a reduced number of services while also heavily disrupting rail services will only cause further worsening of Auckland's 
traffic problems, with the associated negative economic and environmental effects. Reliable public transport is critical to 
a diverse and resilient city as Auckland experiences significant growth, and has significant economic benefits. Cities with 
similar cultures in Australia have proven these benefits - Auckland still lags behind in this regard. It would be a tragedy to 
further harm trust in Auckland's transit system right as it opens the most significant public transport project in its history. 

I am a 27-year-old worker (Sound Engineer &amp; Production Manager) in the performing arts industry. The industry has 
been severely disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic. It has only recently begun to recover, and is still undergoing 
significant challenges with central government funding being cut when measured in real terms. Auckland has in recent 
years become the de-facto arts capital of NZ (as Wellington has been through similar venue and funding shortfalls), and 
produces world-class work with very limited resources compared to other nations, proving the efficiency of the industry. I 
know many originally Wellington-Based practitioners who have moved in Auckland in recognition of the greater 
opportunities in the industry. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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If funds to arts, culture, regional events, and Tataki Auckland Unlimited are cut, the industry will be permanently 
damaged. These events, venues and activities are what I love about living in Auckland. 

Rates have been increasing more slowly than inflation for years - increase rates to create and maintain a vibrant, 
efficient, world class city and see the economic benefits follow. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Auckland's budget shortfall is significant and needs to be addressed in the short-term, so naturally some 
raising of funds is necessary, especially if the ROI on the shares in AIA is lower than the cost of the debt the council will 
incur to hold them. 

Ho 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: The increase in real dollar-values of a higher rates increase seems to be comparatively small when 
compared with the wide-ranging negative effects of proposed cuts and debt increases, especially in light of inflation 
significantly outstripping recent rate 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  



  # 27753 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 3 of 1697 

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:This seems necessary due to the changing climate and need to respond. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Maintaining public spaces/streetscapes should be a priority to support the "health" of the city centre as it 
recovers from the effects of COVID 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Local waste minimisation activities e.g. Waitematā waste away, Identify additional no / low mow 
areas in parks and reserves 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 
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• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I'm sure that there are many and varied tings to prioritise, and maintenance is expensive. However, occasionally it feels 
as-if the creation &amp; large-scale renovation of new spaces (while fantastic) are prioritised over the maintenance of 
existing spac 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I want to emphasis  that I am greatly concerned about: 

 The proposed reduction of buses - The time we are living through (a climate crisis, a cost of living crisis and the traffic 
crisis caused by too many cars on our roads) is NOT the time to cripple pu 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I would not want to see any reduction in any 
of the facilities,services, amenities as a reduction is a backward step and would be difficult to recover those facilities, 
services and amenities in the future. Once they have gone they are gone forever 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Once you have sold an asset like the Airport shres they are gone forever. Never to be recovered. Look 
what Labour Govt in 1980s did selling NZ assets. Gone forever! 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: If the proposed rate increase of the average $3 PW (which is half a cup of coffee PW ) allows amenities 
services and facilities to be maintained at the current level then this is a small price to pay. Anyone who owns realestate 
could easily afford this hi 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Rodney Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Grants for community groups / organisations, Grants for art centres, 
Library opening hours and services 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: Without fully functioning libraries, arts centres and communty 
organisations Auckland would become a third world city. Once they are gone..they are gone forever! 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses 

Tell us why these are most important to you: The Arts make a city a grown up city without which the city is a third 
world city 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Please keep our arts and culture alive. I would feel great shame living in NZs largest city if it didnt have the world class 
art gallery, museums, zoo, professional orchestra and libraries it has now. Dont do anything that causes loss of any of 
these amen 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizeable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run.  

I have seen first hand the positive effect that arts funding has had on our city and the local community. From 2015-2017 I 
worked full time at Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki for two years as a gallery assistant, where I welcomed members of 
our local community, foreign visitors and kiwis from outside the city to the gallery and the collection and activities it offers. 

Visitors were often eager to share their appreciation for the gallery and it’s effect on themselves and their families, 
regardless of their interest in art. Many were pleased to hear that such a resource existed in our city, and expressed 
excitement to return.  

I have also attended and worked at the Auckland Arts Festival along with theatres and festivals that receive funding from 
the council, and have seen how these have provided a voice to our diverse cultures as a city and country, and introduced 
international acts to our community. 

Arts funding also is also important for furthering our understanding the place we live from a Māori perspective. Many of 
events, spaces, festivals and communities that will be directly effected by these cuts have actively helped the people of 
Aotearoa New Zealand gain a fuller understanding of our shared history and become better treaty partners through the 
arts.  

It has taken time, effort and resources from many in our city to build up a vibrant arts scene over many years. Funding for 
the arts a crucial part of this, and massive cuts to the arts like those proposed place this under threat.  

These cuts will be disastrous both culturally and economically, discouraging careers in the arts, and diminishing 
Auckland’s place as an international destination for arts and culture. It is also an insult to those who have worked 
tirelessly to grow our city into a thriving cultural hub. In continuing with these proposed cuts, our city will loose something 
that will be extremely difficult to rebuild. 

The people of our city deserve a place they can be proud to call home - a place that encourages creativity, diversity, 
understanding and forward thinking. This is what the arts community of Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland offers us. Cutting 
funding to the arts is a terrible idea, and will actively harm our city as it heads into an uncertain future.  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
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• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 
around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local waste minimisation 
activities e.g. Waitematā waste away 

Tell us why these are most important to you: We need to invest in our communities if they're going to grow. We're still 
recovering from COVID, floods and cyclones. Losing these initiatives will further compound the hurt our communities 
feeling. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? '-Unfreeze targeted rates 

-Increase borrowing 

-Introduce new targeted rates 

-Further increase general rates 

-Further central government support 

-Increase parking charges 
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-Cut funding to golf courses 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The below reductions I do not think should be 
proceeded. This would put so many New Zealander out of work. These communities are so important to culture and 
tourism and cutting the funding for these would hinders that completely. It would drive so many people out of New 
Zealand.  

Reducing our funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited to save a further $27.5 million, with effects on service delivery 
(including economic development and tourism promotion) and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, 
Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues in Auckland 

Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional 
events, economic development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $20 million 

Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action 
and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
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interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The below ae the reductions i do not think we 
should proceed with. Auckland is already behind in terms of creating a community environment when compared to cities 
like Wellington, Melbourne, Sydney etc. There are many artists that rely on government funding to spread their art form, 
create community and make a living.  There are massive communities which call many venues home and make a 
somewhat band city, liveable and lively,  

 Reducing our funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited to save a further $27.5 million, with effects on service delivery 
(including economic development and tourism promotion) and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, 
Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues in Auckland 

Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, arts and culture programmes, regional 
events, economic development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $20 million 

Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why: 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Protection and restoration 
of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
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interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The Ākina Foundation are residents of the 
Grid/John Lysaght co-working space on Pakenham Street in Wynyard Quarter. This space is home to some amazing 
businesses run by incredible people, many of them creating positive economic, social, environmental and cultural 
outcomes for our city. Many of these businesses have been supported by the Grid staff and space - many connections 
have been formed leading to exciting collaborations that have helped businesses thrive in the face of the tough economic 
environment we have lived through these past three years. Some of the other residents of the Grid are also Ākina Impact 
Suppliers or Impact Investment Readiness grant recipients, meaning they create valuable impact for our communities 
and environment - these include Brightly, Narrative Muse and For The Better Good (now Anew). We encourage the 
Council to continue to invest in spaces such as the Grid/John Lysaght to enable innovation and positive impact to 
continue - the effects of which flow into our communities.  

Like many Aucklanders, our staff rely on public transport to get around safely and affordably as well as to lower their 
carbon footprint. Safe and accessible public transport is an efficient way to tackle climate change. If the frequency of 
public transport is reduced and the cost is increased, it will not only make it less accessible to Aucklanders, but it will also 
make it harder to address pollution and climate change. Aucklanders are already feeling the burden of both climate 
change and reduced train and bus services. The result has been a huge time cost to the public as they are forced to 

Organisation (if applicable): The  Ākina Foundation 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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move around the city by car leading to increased congestion, pollution and frustration. A more sustainable approach with 
a long term view should be taken to public transport - invest in better infrastructure now for a more affordable and cleaner 
future for Aucklanders. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Now is not a particularly astute time to sell these shares (at a low point in the market). Once these shares 
are gone, this asset can no longer be leveraged or support future revenue raising for Council - this is an irreversible 
consequence for Auckland. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Based on Auckland Council’s assumptions and modelling, the highest possible rates increase that they 
investigated (&gt;13%) would fall well within the boundaries of what they consider ‘affordable’ (that is, less than 5% of the 
median annual household inco 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 
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Tell us why:As a result of the recent storm events - extreme flooding and the cyclone - we need changes to investment 
in land, infrastructure (in particular stormwater infrastructure) and buildings. We encourage Auckland Council to invest in 
the preparedness of its c 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? We have grave concerns with Council reprioritising the Climate Action 
Targeted Rate which was established just last year with overwhelming public support. We do not agree with using this 
fund to reduce costs to Auckland Transport instead of using it to im 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

The Ākina Foundation has serious concerns regarding the proposed Auckland Council budget cuts for 2023/2024. In 
particular the proposed cuts to funding for Tataki Auckland Unlimited and Auckland Transport are very troubling, 
constituting a massive percent 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I think that the basic premise of this draft 
Budget is incorrect.  It is clear that the Council has the ability to raise funds (it has a very sound credit rating) if it should 
decide to do so.  This increase in rates could be significantly more than that currently proposed (see later sections in this 
survey).   Yes, there would be potentially a higher level of debt, which could be offset by, eg selling shares in Auckland 
Airport.  This (the Airport) seems to be starting on a very expensive rebuilding programme (which doesn't seem to be all 
needed). If the Council has such a low % of shares in the Airport (anything below 50%) it has little say presumably in 
these sort of redevelopment decisions.  Selling the shares (see below) would free the Council from any future liability 
caused by say a significant reduction in flights / passenger numbers.  

In addition, I think that the Budget proposals have lost sight of the purposes of Local Governments in New Zealand as 
determined by legislation.  In particular, in addition to enabling democratic local decision-making, the purpose of local 
government  is to promote the social, economic, environmental, and cultural well-being of their communities.  This 
BUdget has negative impacts on all four of these community well-beings.  I would like to see an assessment provided by 
teh Council on the likley impacts of the proposed Budget against these 4 community goals, BEFORE proceeding to ratify 
this Budget.   

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 

 



  # 27822 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 2 of 1697 

There are some Council-owned facilities that I would be happy to see sold (to raise funds for .other facilities and services 
.. etc).  Golf courses are the most obvious example of properties that could be sold where they are located in the middle 
of urban areas.  I can't think of any argument that requires these to be kept in public ownership.  If the private sector 
wants to invest in them then please sell them ???  

If others seek to purchase the land (eg for housing development) it may well be that this would be a significantly better 
use, enabling many more Auckland households to achieve better housing outcomes etc rather than be living in 
overcrowded, poor quality  and unaffordable dwellings,.  These developments could (1.) not only require affordable 
housing to be part of the mix delivered but also (2) require significant preservation of trees, green networks etc, 
permeable surfaces etc etc.   Gold courses are not as 'environmentally friendly" as they might seems at first glance, 
requiring significant use of chemicals to maintain the greens etc etc. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: If the Council has such a low % of shares in the Airport (anything below 50%) it has little say presumably in 
the significant investment decsions that are currently being made.    The current domestic terminal redevelopment seems 
to be excessively costly 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: I think it makes more sense for the Council to make use of its ability to borrow more at the moment.  In 
general, households and businesses etc are struggling because of the Covid period and the risng cost of living.  Raising 
rates will only make it diffi 
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4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:This policy option lacks clarity, so it is impossible to actually respond to the question / answer.  The 
additional $20 M does not seem to be to address immediate costs of repair and replacement?  It si not clear what is 
being proposed in terms of prepari 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: This question is unclear.   Whilst I can support the priorities that have presumably been identified by the 
Local Board, there is no option to consider whether the overall reduction in funds is appropriate?  I would argue that 
whilst they may be a very sm 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you: The role of arts and culture in our communities is critical.  Budget cuts in 
these areas suggest a lack of consideration of what makes a community.  We need stronger and more resilient 
communities - one way of supporting these is through support for libra 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? We need to more strictly 
link development contributions to the provision of 'social infrastructure'.  This could result in increased budgets. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   
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Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Neither climate change mitigation or CC adaptation appear to have been the direct and central focus of this proposed 
budget.   

Reducing GHG emissions has to be central to any proposed budget.  Reducing PT services is not the way to go.    

Responding to in 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Early childhood proposed funding cuts are a 
much smaller percentage than some of the others. I think it’s crucial to maintain the funding at whatever level it is, 
suspecting it’s not enough anyhow.  I think too the regional service funding should be as protected as possible. Again I 
suspect funding is barely adequate for some community services. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: I suspect it might be worthwhile keeping an interest, and therefore some say at least in Auckland airport. 
It’s Auckland’s airport as well as  the gateway to New Zealand. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why: I’m not that informed about this. However I worry about home owners who struggle already to pay rates. I 
have been in that situation myself. It can be another very significant financial stress. Maybe there could be some kind of 
means testing for rates inc 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:I think this needs to happen. Again I’m not sure how it might be best funded. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: It looks good overall. 
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Environmental education e.g. Schools treasuring Waiōrea, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low 
Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: It was hard to choose. I think we need to be seriously encouraged to 
become more aware of our environment and how to care for it. And supporting education about this in schools is vital. 
And supporting continued awareness and action about climate change a 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? I’m sure there are but don’t 
know right now. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I worry that people who rent and live in Auckland don’t have a say because they’re not rate payers. And these people 
again may well be less advantaged than rate payers. I wonder how renters can have some say in how the city they live in 
is run. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Cutting arts and educational services is short 
sighted and will impact people who already are under resourced. I would much rather see assets like golf courses sold, 
let them be used paid as these people can afford them. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: Water and soil quality are essential for everyday life and health and so they must be the priority. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
wetland, Environmental education e.g. Schools treasuring Waiōrea, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low 
Carbon Lifestyles 
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Tell us why these are most important to you: Community activities are also really important, I chose these three as 
water and education is about creating a sustainable future 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Charging churches 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Savings, but at what cost? 

Libraries provide an essential service across Auckland, and I disagree with reduced hours, closures and any reduction in 
staffing. They are already stretched when it comes to staffing and the demand on their services. The Mayor's suggestion 
that they be run by volunteers as a cost saving is both offensive and lacks understanding of what librarians and libraries 
actually offer the community. It's not merely 'checking out books'; it's a community service that's much broader. Our 
librarians put up with a lot of shit - sometimes literally, in the bathrooms which are public. They also provide welcome 
employment for a broad range of people, from Uni students to passionate readers and older people who feel they may 
not be as valued elsewhere. 

CABs is an essential service that has helped family members and friends. Removing or defunding something that is 
accessible to all smacks of privilege, and a council or council members who haven't had to consider using such services. 

Reducing or forgoing funding for homelessness initiatives is particularly cruel, and short-sighted. This impacts all 
Aucklanders, from the city centre where homelessness is in plain sight, to those in 'wealthier' suburbs who think it doesn't 
impact them. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Auckland should be NZ's leader in urbanism and public transport, and cancelling bus services and increasing costs goes 
against that vision. Services and our bus drivers are already under immense pressure - with endless cancellations that 
are frustrating for those trying to embrace the public transport service, despite its irregularity. We should be investing 

A vibrant city that attracts locals and tourists alike is largely one that supports its arts and culture across the board, 
making it accessible to all - not just arts for the wealthy. I disagree in the proposed reduction of funding to Tātaki 
Auckland Unlimited - which delivers important events and venues that attracts a diverse audience. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: A short sighted move. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 
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Tell us why:This is needed as the impacts of climate change will continue to impact the city across suburbs. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Henderson-Massey Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024?  I support most priorities 

Tell us why: Do not agree with reducing library hours, see above. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community and civic events, including ANZAC events, Library 
hours, Funding and grants for arts centres and partners 

Tell us why these are most important to you: They're all important. But these are vital to a dynamic city and people. 

 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you: They're all important. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? '- Sell golf courses that are 
only accessible to a privileged few. 

- Implement a wealth tax for those who own empty buildings in the city centre and suburbs. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   
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What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

This was an overwhelming and confusing process that did not feel accessible to most people that these cuts will impact. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: DO NOT PROCEED with  cuts to Tātaki 
Auckland - Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery and stadiums and venues in Auckland.  The Zoo and Gallery are 
important assets that our diverse community enjoys ; they provide learning and are places to engage.  There will be parts 
of our community that will be marginalised and cut off.  This cannot be allowed to happen. 

DO NOT PROCEED with cuts to regional services - community and education programmes, arts and culture 
programmes regional events, economic development and social services programmes and community empowerment 
programmes.  These contribute to the well being and health of Auckland to create a cohesive and powerful city. 

DO NOT PROCEED with any reduced funding of Auckland City Libraries or the Citizen Advice Bureau. To suggest that 
volunteers should staff libraries undermines the paid work of trained and highly skilled professionals as well as a 
disservice to those who volunteer.  Libraries have been the most innovative and adaptable spaces in a fast changing 
world.  They continue to provide essential services to their local communities - internet and connectivity, meetings, 
relationships, information hubs and so much more.  CAB should be incorporated into libraries for their own survival and 
would build the community spaces into powerful and collective centres of our city. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Once the asset is gone it is gone and there is no leverage. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Make greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Infrastructure needs to be maintained and sustained. 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Do not cut the services that create cohesion and keep a community and city together; do not marginalise those who are 
less fortunate by cutting services that bring joy and are inexpensive or free. 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
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Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: No to budget cuts that reduce regional 
services such as community and education programmes,, economic development, and other social services activities 
such as homelessness funding, community empowerment and funding for youth centres 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: The airport is a strategic social and economic asset and it is in the public interest to maintain some control. 
If it all goes wrong with private management – we will have to pick up pieces and make it work again anyway. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: We should raise revenue from AT parking changes 

Avoids cuts to the Water Quality and Natural Environment Targeted Rates - this infrastructure is obviously vital going 
forward 

Rates should match inflation 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Infrastructure investment is obviously vital going forward in light of recent extreme weather events 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants, Community 
climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles, Local waste minimisation activities e.g. Waitematā waste 
away 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Protection of environment is essential and and I support grants for those 
struggling 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: We are in a climate crisis, and should be 
doing everything we can to reduce carbon emissions in Aotearoa. Good, easily accessibly and frequent public transport 
would help Aucklanders transition away from our over reliance on cars, and help us reduce our emissions, improve our 
air quality and reduce congestion. We need more investment in our buses, not less. 

Many Aucklanders are living in poverty. I have worked at Auckland City Mission, and know many people struggling with 
homelessness. These people need support. With the cost of living getting higher and higher, more people are likely to 
struggle to pay rent, and may end up homeless. We need to support the most vulnerable in our community, not reduce 
social service funding and support for people experiencing poverty and homelessness. 

As mentioned, the rising cost of living is only making things harder for people. Families are struggling to put food on the 
table. We need accessible, funded childcare to help parents, and in particular solo parents to help keep them above the 
poverty line.  

These proposals do not reflect the urgency of the climate and cost of living crisis that we are experiencing. These cuts 
seem callous, ill-conceived and lack any regard for the future of Auckland. I am honestly shocked that anyone could 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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endorse these cuts in good conscience, as they disproportionately will affect the most vulnerable members of our 
society.  

This proposed budget demonstrates either a complete lack of awareness of the social and environmental issues that are 
affecting so many Aucklanders, or a complete lack of compassion. Either of these excuses is unforgivable.  

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: This is a short sighted decision that offers a one time return, and cuts off any future revenue that those 
shares could bring in. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Need I reiterate that we are in a climate crisis? We have recently seen the devastating impacts of this crisis 
in Auckland with the severe damage caused by the floods in January. It is irresponsible to reduce the Water Quality and 
Natural Environment targ 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  
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What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:It is likely that we will see more extreme weather events, and experience more flooding. We should be 
investing  in better storm water infrastructure. It is heartbreaking to see Aucklanders who have lost everything in the 
recent storms. We should do all w 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: I do support the continued prioritisation of ecological contracts, climate change mitigation, volunteer 
programming, and plantings, and water quality and stream restoration projects. However we need to see more 
investment in these areas.  

Libraries are t 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate 
action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I am worried about the future of our planet. I am worried about having 
children because we are currently on an unsustainable, environmentally destructive path. As a community we can work 
to reduce the impacts of climate change. 

 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Fire Wayne Brown and 
redistribute his salary. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  
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7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I want to live in a city where everyone can thrive. I want to see flourishing, communities. I want everyone to be housed. I 
want everyone to have access to enough food and safe, clean drinking water. I want a future. None of this should be too 
much to ask 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I  particularly do not support the reduction of 
funding to TAU, regional services or local board funded activities. These groups 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  
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6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The areas you are suggesting to cut, esp 
pubic transport, arts, culture and early childcare, are all areas that have been repeatedly proven to be essential to the 
wellbeing and progression of community. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?   

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Set higher rates AND increase debt. Auckland (NZ in general) is tragically shortsighted in planning for our 
future, and at some point we are going to need to invest in it. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
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c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Local government has access to borrow 
funds at very low interest rates. Council borrowing and council debt is not the same as personal or household debt, and 
so should not be looked at in the same way. Council borrowing is used to fund capital expenditure, which means it is an 
investment into the future and is repaid over the life of that infrastructure. Increased investment in both physical and 
social infrastructure is an investment into the future of Auckland and Aucklanders. This investment means that we can 
support the growth of Auckland, enabling the repayment of this debt through rates in the future. Auckland has very low 
rates compared to most regions in New Zealand. This is due to our large population, and the ability to spread those rates 
across many households. We have had unnecessarily low rates for a number of years, leading to an underinvestment in 
our communities and under resourcing of many council services and departments. A rates rise greater than inflation is 
needed to address this existing deficiency, and to ensure we have enough funding to cover the climate events that have 
happened this year. I support a significant increase in both residential and business rates. I oppose reductions to public 
transport funding. I oppose reductions to the funding of public institutions such as Auckland Zoo and Auckland Art 
Gallery. I oppose reductions to the funding of regional services, community programs, events, social services, community 
empowerment, youth services, etc. I oppose cute to operational funding for libraries and other community services. I 
oppose the reduction of funding for local boards. I oppose the reduction of funding for grants. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: The airport shares are a long term investment for Auckland. It makes no financial sense to sell them to fill a 
short-term funding deficiency, especially when it can easily be filled through borrowing and rates instead. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why: Set a higher general rates increase. Retain the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water 
Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) at the current levels. Now is not the time to be reducing these targeted rates, especially 
considering that they will be fundin 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Extreme climate events are likely to increase over the coming years. An increased operating budget is 
necessary in order to prepare for this. Thought must also be given to how we are using that budget. Sustainable green 
infrastructure, such as daylighting 
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5. Local Boards 

Albert-Eden Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: These priorities and projects are really important for providing for the community, now and into the future. 
Especially planning for climate change and ensuring we have services to cater to the growth and change of communities. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community development and support, Protection and restoration of local 
waterways, Library hours 

Tell us why these are most important to you: These are all vital services for our communities and our environment 
and all need to be funded.  It is unrealistic to ask people to choose only three as this does not reflect the huge value of all 
these services. A better option would be to rank these ser 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: These priorities and projects are really important for providing for the community, now and into the future. 
Especially planning for climate change and ensuring we have services to cater to the growth and change of communities. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai 
Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you: These are all vital services for our communities and our environment 
and all need to be funded.  It is unrealistic to ask people to choose only three as this does not reflect the huge value of all 
these services. A better option would be to rank these ser 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? There have already been 
enough cuts made to community services in recent years. The emergency budget in 2020 made significant operational 
funding cuts, the effects of which are still being felt. Auckland Council’s decision makers need to stop this austeri 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   
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What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I support an increase in general rates, targeted rates, and debt in order to ensure that Auckland council can properly 
support its communities and invest in capital projects which will ensure a more sustainable Auckland. However the 
increase in general ra 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I am absolutely against reducing regional 
community services, local board funding, community grants, early childhood education, events, and public transport. 
These programs help disadvantaged, low-income, and marginalised groups who deserve equality. Our rates are 
considered low compared to other OECD nations, and Auckland also pays lower rates than all other cities in New 
Zealand. The downside of having low rates is that it comes at the expense of the public services that we receive and rely 
on.  Trimming these services now will have an adverse effect on communities, increasing the financial burden on those 
who are already struggling. It is essential to support our communities, and this funding is particularly critical for 
underserved populations. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Other 

Tell us why: I do not support any option that enables the sale of the airport to private investors. I suggest selling the 
shares to central government instead of private investors. The airport should remain as public asset. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase and make 
less use of debt 
Tell us why: I recommend setting a higher general rate increase and making greater use of debt. The highest proposed 
rate increase for a household is roughly the price of a cup of coffee per week. I also believe that the benefits of rate 
increases to maintain critical 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:I support investing in long-term climate resilience rather than reactionary solutions. I also emphasise that 
other climate and community resiliency initiatives funded through the Auckland Council budget cannot be cut. With cuts 
this would inhibit an Auckl 
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5. Local Boards 

Puketāpapa Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024?  I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I stress that community activities, initiatives and services funded through the Auckland Council budget 
cannot be cut to this local area. Cuts could mean a permanent end to the services and institutions that help to make my 
local area a community. Further 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Mt Roskill Library hours, Environmental restoration and pest control, 
Community climate action and sustainability 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: I stress that community activities, initiatives and services funded through the Auckland Council budget 
cannot be cut to my local area. Cuts could mean a permanent end to the services and institutions that help to make my 
local area a community. Furthermo 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Local community events e.g. Parnell 
Festival of Roses, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Increase tree cover to 
reduce need to mow lawns. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   
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What do you think of these proposals? CATR should remain as established and not paused or stopped as proposed 
in Question 1. I strongly oppose the cutting of the planned increase in bus frequency funded by the Climate Action 
Targeted Rate. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I support investing in long-term climate resilience rather than reactionary solutions.  

I stress the importance of a comprehensive cost-benefit analysis being undertaken before any budget or rate cuts are 
implemented. 

I stress the importance of comprehens 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.



# 27902 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 1 of 1697 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 

 



  # 27902 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 2 of 1697 

Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: The sale of these shares now, at a low point in the market, will not enable this asset to be leveraged in 
future or used to support future revenue raising for Council. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 
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Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why: The reduction in activities proposed will lead to negative community outcomes, less community and social 
cohesion and a loss of much loved events in this community. We need to invest in our communities if they're going to 
grow. We're still recovering from 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Community 
programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Our social infrastructure – including our arts, culture and creative sector – is needed more than ever as our communities 
try to move on from three years of COVID-19 disruption. 
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Our arts events, cultural festivals, theatre, dance, music, comedy and other 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with reducing funding to 
Tataki Auckland Unlimited, with reducing regional services, with reducing regional contestable grants and do not proceed 
with reducing local board funded activities. I do not support these reductions. This would negatively impact our local 
economy, and devastate our city's cultural, artistic and communal sectors. When those sectors thrive, everyone in this 
city benefits. They help us all, and make our lives better in innumerable ways, not to mention create jobs and prosperity. 
These are not "nice to haves" that we can turn off in a time of need. People will lose their jobs, and organisations that 
deliver these services will shutter. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?   

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  
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Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: It's already difficult for an independent 
publisher to get funding. It's even more difficult if you're an independent magazine publisher. Getting financing for 
independent publishing is impossible if this cut goes through. 

This cut to art and culture will deprive people of their bands, sports teams, clubs, hangout spaces, club nights, and 
extracurricular activities. This will harm the livelihoods in the art, culture and creative sector. What will happen to the 
future of people studying art and culture when no jobs are available?  

What will happen to the next generation of art and culture? Will we miss out on the next Lorde, all black, or Taika Waititi 
because they were never given a chance to prove their artistic value because the government deemed their interests 
second rate? 

I recommend doing a more reasonable budget cut to art and culture at 2.5$ million and distributing the remaining needed 
amounts to other sectors. Like golf courses, for example, lots of potential housing and park there, and you can implement 
some cost-efficient biomimetic-designed flooding system framework in the new suburb.  

 

Organisation (if applicable): Rukus Offprints 

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why:We should be investing some of this money into climate crisis action, to prevent further unpredictable 
weather events in the long term. 
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5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why: Karaphange road is one of the centres of art and culture in Aotearoa. I've seen over the past decade the 
loss of art and culture across the street, not just because of financial disruptions of covid-19 and the climate crisis but 
also the lack of support f 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Local grants e.g. 
community and accommodation grants 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Decrease the amount of 
investment going into graffiti and tag removal; it's completely unnecessary. The amount of money spent on this in 
Auckland CBD is insane. Graffiti doesn't hurt anyone, especially when it's on public property, alleyways, carparks, ro 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? Regarding climate action for bus services, it's more effective to increase the 
number of buses and people catching buses to cut carbon emissions rather than changing buses to renewable fuel 
sources. Investing vast amounts into electrical and hydrogen buse 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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This cut is going to bring more debt than increase it when people's livelihood and support systems are cut off. This is 
ineffectively targeted at decreasing living costs for middle-class households. However, it will dramatically increase the 
damage of liv 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: The last few years have been difficult, but it's 
time for us to work our way back and support each other, not reduce local support. Auckland will continue to thrive from 
our culture which our tourism relies on, and I cannot condone sacrificing this, especially at such a pivotal time. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Auckland's airport may not have paid dividends in the last two years but it will begin to again now that travel 
is back in swing. This is a terrible time to sell, just as it's starting to pay off again. Bad idea. We have too much regret 
from selling our a 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: it's a debt based economy baby 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:this is a problem that we will continue to deal with. The future won't be going easy on us. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Local waste minimisation activities e.g. Waitematā waste away 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: All these are basic services and shouldn;t be 
cut. Indeed, funding should be increased with increased cost pressures they will be facing. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: OUr debt level is not very high at all - it is well below the self-imposed debt limit, and even that debt limit is 
artificial. The council holds a stake in the airport because it is a strategic asset and crucial to the functioning of the city. If 
anything 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Set a higher increase and increase debt. Maintain the targeted rates - strange to get rid of these when they 
target such important areas. Rates in Auckland are not high in comparison to the rest of the country, and are a small part 
of most household budge 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Other 

Tell us why:A larger increase to more quickly address this pressing problem. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why: They look good to me, can't see anything to cut there. WOuld add in that we need more funding for 
reducing car usage in the LB area. 
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you: they are all important and many (eg no or low mow) look like they would 
save money. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? I think local budgets need 
increasing, not cutting. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

All the framing around cutting here is ill-thought out and ideological. Auckland needs work done and money spent to 
strengthen the community, and make the city a better place. Make rates more fair by tying them more closely to land 
values rather than havi 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I am concerned about funds being cut that 
may limit some people in our community to access such as services and entertainment.  For example: C.A.B., Auckland 
Libraries, Auckland Art Gallery, Auckland Museum, Auckland Zoo.  I am also concerned about funding being reduced for 
homeless people and youth support and programmes, e.g., Youthline. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: The Council should maintain their investment in AIAL for future dividends over a long period of time. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why: I accept that rates and debt will need to increase to meet the budget challenge. I do not support any 
reduction in local board funding  that will impact important community activities and services delivered by local boards. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:In order to respond to future weather events, i.e. storms.  I accept that planning for this would most likely 
require rates to increase for 2023/2024 by around an additional 1 percent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed 
to address our budget sh 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why: I do not support a reduction in funding for local board activities. I have concerns for the wellbeing of our 
youth and the elderly in our community. 



  # 27951 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 3 of 1697 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, 
youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you: I often participate in and/or use these community activities. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? The current mayor (and 
the council?) has proposed that the container wharf on the Auckland waterfront be relocated. If this could be postponed 
indefinitely, the funds saved by not doing this, could be used to keep the funding for activities through local 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited,  

Reducing regional services,  

Reducing local board funded activities, and 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

I do not support these cost reductions. The net effect of such a sizeable reduction in funding will negatively impact the 
local economy and devastate Auckland’s culture, art and community sectors.  

This is not the time to be cutting back. Now is the time to invest in Auckland’s future.  

When Auckland’s communities are thriving and our arts and cultural sector is prospering, the entire city benefits. These 
services directly improve social cohesion, wellbeing and our quality of life. They make our city more inclusive and 
welcoming helping us to attract and retain new residents and industry. They also boost the local economy, create jobs 
and make the city more prosperous.  

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Cutting this funding will negatively impact the local economy and the ability for our restaurants, hotels and retail sectors 
to generate revenue. And it will negatively impact the quality and diversity of education in our schools and communities.  

These are not nice-to-haves that can be turned on or off at will. Jobs will be lost and some of the organisations 
responsible for delivering these services will shutter. 

A reduction of this size will send our city backwards and cost us more in the long run. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: Selling the shares will only give a very short term ‘band aid’ to council finances without addressing the root 
causes.  

Entry ports to our city, both air and sea, are vital infrastructure to the Auckland and national economies and indeed, our 
security in 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Council should both set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

Based on Auckland Council’s assumptions and modelling, the highest possible rates increase that they investigated 
(&gt;13%) would fall well within the boundaries of wha 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  
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Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:In 2023, with the climate crisis landing on our doorstep, we’ve seen the results of decades of 
underinvestment in our critical infrastructure. It’s high time we start investing in making Auckland more resilient in the 
face of climate change and extreme we 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support most priorities 

Tell us why: We need to invest in our communities if they're going to grow. We're still recovering from COVID, floods 
and cyclones. Losing these initiatives will further compound the hurt our communities feeling.  

I do not believe it helps Auckland as a city of jobs, 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Local community events e.g. Parnell Festival of Roses, Community programme delivery e.g. 
community networks, youth and arts 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Do not proceed with: 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

Reducing regional services, 

Reducing local board funded activities 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited 

These proposed cuts, which while small in terms of the Council’s overall budget 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   
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Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

Do not proceed with: 

Reducing regional contestable grants. 

Reducing regional services, 

Reducing local board funded activities 

Reducing funding to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited 

These proposed cuts, which while small in terms of the Council’s overall budget, w 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Proceed with the proposed reductions 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why:If Council had stuck to its core remit as a service provider and kept all the drains clear then this I believe 
would have greatly reduced the flooding damage 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why: If the Auckland Council is in so much debt then it cannot afford these so-called "priorities" and should stick 
to it's core objective of being a service provider for core services like mowing the berms, rubbish collection, keeping 
drains clear, fixing pot 
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Environmental restoration and pest 
control e.g. Waipapa Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Do not proceed with the 
planned conversion of Victoria Street into a shared area. Stop all planned cycle lanes and speed bumps. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? There is no climate emergency - it's pure political made up fantasy 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

The Auckland Council needs to stop spending anymore ratepayers money on vanity projects like speed bumps &amp; 
cycle lanes and concentrate only on being a core service provider otherwise it will go bankrupt 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? I don't know 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
Studio One Toi Tū), Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate 
action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  
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Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a lower general rates increase and make 
greater use of debt 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Protection and restoration of local 
waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland, Community climate action and sustainability e.g. Low Carbon Lifestyles 
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Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Proceed with the proposed reductions 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: We need to tighten the belt and live within our 
means. We need to pause and reassess. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Proceed with the proposal to enable the sale of all our shares in AIAL and use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and therefore annual interest costs by around $87 million per year 

Tell us why: I would rather we kept them, but we cannot go into further debt, on and on. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Do not proceed with the proposal 

Tell us why:Do the small stuff well.  Keep drains clear. Stop adding to the storm water problem with infill housing. Keep 
grassy spaces which can absorb storm water. 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I do not support any priorities 

Tell us why: We need to pause, reassess, and make sure these projects will give the return we need. Return to 
providing basic services for the time being. 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and 
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wetland, Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa Stream, Identify additional no / low mow areas in parks 
and reserves 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? Stop pedestrianization of 
Victoria St. Stop building cycle ways in Great North Rd. Use paint. Stop the Garnet Rd section of Cycleway. Stop Maori 
signage. Stop Maorifying everything. Stop name changes that result in expensive signage and paperwork. 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals? I do not support any Climate Change initiatives which create debt and 
inconvenience. Auckland does not need to lead the world and certainly not at any cost. 

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I am horrified that Auckland taxpayers are paying Iwi $39k for each Auckland mountain cone EACH WEEK.   That would 
have been a good thing NOT TO DO! ! 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Cost reductions in all of these areas would 
have a negative impact on all of our communities, especially marginalised communities. Public transport is already 
dysfunctional and cannot continue in this state. Defunding homelessness support, CABs, community centres, events, 
arts, libraries, etc. must not go ahead. These are the things that make a community and this budget will effectively suck 
the life out of Auckland. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: This shouldn't be fully privatised. Auckland Airport is important to Aucklanders and will continue to be in the 
future, and Auckland Council should maintain a stake. 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Set a higher general rates increase and make greater use of debt. 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Albert-Eden Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: While I do support these priorities generally, I feel as though it's too vague to comment properly on. For 
instance, what does it mean to ensure our community centres meet the changing needs of our community? Depending 
on interpretation, the result of thi 
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Local community events, Community climate action and sustainability, 
Library hours 

Tell us why these are most important to you: Supporting people's initiatives who are actually local to the area foster a 
sense of belonging in our community. Sustainability is important for our future. Libraries are pretty great and their lovely 
workers deserve to be paid 70000 times more. 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Library opening hours and services, Arts and community centre 
programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and Studio One Toi Tū), Environmental restoration and pest control e.g. Waipapa 
Stream 

Tell us why these are most important to you: These are all important and it's horrible to choose. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 
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Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Other 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Do not support the proposed spending 
reductions. The reduction in funding will have a long term negative impact on community well-being, safety and resilience 
and does not respond to the climate emergency.  

Do not support the proposed reductions and instead support unfreezing the Water Quality and Natural Environment 
Targeted Rates, increasing borrowing, and increasing general rates at least to the rate of inflation (rather than the 
proposed 4.66% increase)    

Request council maximise alternative sources of funding such as increasing on street parking charges and the 
introduction of charges at Park &amp; Rides.    

Do not support proposals to permanently cancel many hundreds of buses a week nor the proposal to increase the costs 
of public transport fares.  

Do not support cuts to Tātaki Auckland Unlimited’s facilities and services: the Auckland Art Gallery, the ZOO, the 
Maritime Museum; Auckland Live; the Bruce Mason Centre and the Stadiums 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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Do not support the proposed cuts to funding to community, culture, regional events, economic development and social 
services; the cuts to Citizens Advice Bureaus (CABs), or the proposal to halve Local Board discretionary spending which 
may result in cuts to library hours, grants, events, environmental projects, Movies in Parks, Anzac Day services, 
community gardens support, youth funding and much more. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: I support keeping our current airport shareholding because once gone, this asset can no longer be 
leveraged or support future revenue raising for Council. Prior to covid the airport shares generated a $60m dividend for 
Council which is why the shares are 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: I support council setting a higher general rates increase and making greater use of debt. 

Council should set rates at least at the rate of inflation plus a few points higher.    Auckland rates are low compared with 
other metropolitan centres and is still 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  
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What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:I support the importance of investing in stormwater infrastructure, especially in light of recent extreme 
weather events.    

In addition, Council’s ability to prepare and respond to future storms and climate impacts will be greatly enhanced by 
ensuring al 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support most priorities 

Tell us why: I support investigating additional areas for low mow/no mow to improve biodiversity but not on the pretense 
of cutting maintenance costs.  Low mow/no mow is unlikely to work as a cost saving tool beyond the short-term reduction 
in contractor mowing costs 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?)  

Tell us why these are most important to you: All of these services are important and contribute to the well-being and 
resilience of the community. 

I do not support the cut to local board budgets. 

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? I support the local board 
getting  behind mulching green areas as a way of making savings to the local board budget and replanting with natives to 
restore the natural cover of these areas, sequester stormwater, improve soil quality and hydrological functi 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.   

What do you think of these proposals? I do not support Council reprioritising the Climate Action Targeted Rate which 
was established only last year with overwhelming public support.  It should be used to improve and increase services 
rather than diverted to reduce costs to Auckland Transport. 
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7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

I support Council adopting an alternative budget that invests in Auckland’s recovery, community well-being and climate 
action. 

I support the Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2023/2024.   

I support renewals and all new investment being delivered to 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any:  

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  I don't know 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 

 



  # 28058 
 

Annual Budget 2023/2024 April 2023 Page 2 of 1697 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Set a higher general rates increase 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   
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Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

maintaining community services and support for arts and culture is important and should be prioritized 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with some reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: Arts, education  and cultural  experiences and 
support is essential for any great cities  by reducing access or limiting funding  for its people and visitors results in the 
city being less  live-able  and less dynamic city for people to enjoy, come to  and reducing its peoples well being,  

Supporting people from diverse communities  is  an essential part of being a community  and  being a better city. The 
cost of not providing access for all to educational,  empowerment and youth is not a city we would want or we want to live 
in. Resulting in the things people dislike increased crime and diversion    

 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Enable a partial sale of our shares, maintaining a 10 per cent shareholding in AIAL 
(reducing our interest costs by around $40 million per year), and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why:  

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Proceed with the proposed increases to rates 
(4.66 per cent overall for the average value residential property) and debt (up to $75 million of additional debt) 
Tell us why:  

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? I don't know 

Tell us why: 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? I support all priorities 

Tell us why:  
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If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and 
arts, Local grants e.g. community and accommodation grants, Protection and restoration of local waterway e.g. Te Wai 
Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets? AC and CCO continual use 
of Professional consultants or companies , how much do you spend on this?  - why employ people if you do not use their 
expertise or skills  , in  their speciality areas  currently within the CCO and Council . The employees should 

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.
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Annual Budget 2023/2024 
 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 

submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 

submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

1. Operating spending reductions 
Auckland Council have already decided to reduce costs by simplifying management structures and sharing resources 
more across the Council group (including Auckland Transport and other Council Controlled Organisations). 

Our proposal to save $130 million would also require us to make other reductions, including: 

• Maintaining the currently reduced number of public transport services (as of December 2022) for 
2023/2024 to save $21 million 

• Reducing our funding to Tataki Auckland Unlimited to save $17.5m, with some effects on service delivery 
and pricing at venues it manages such as Auckland Zoo, Auckland Art Gallery, and stadiums and venues 
in Auckland 

• Reducing regional services such as community and education programmes, regional events, economic 
development, and other social services activities such as homelessness funding, community 
empowerment and funding for youth centres to save $22 million 

• Reducing local board funded activities across all boards to save $16 million 
• Reducing regional grants to save $6 million 
• No longer directly providing early childhood education services to save $1 million. 
 

What is your preference on the proposed operating cost reductions?  
Do not proceed with any reductions and instead further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why, and which reductions you would not proceed with if any: I would not cut funding to the CABs. The 
CABs are integral to a well functioning society in Aotearoa NZ because of the socioeconomic divide. In other words, 
those that cannot afford support services like lawyers, mortgage brokers, computers, phones etc can get legal assistance 
and advice on their rights through the CABs.  

I would also not cut funding to arts, community, culture, regional events, economic development and social services. I 
have made a different submission on this point. 

2. Amending Auckland International Airport Limited (AIAL) Shareholding Policy 
Our proposed budget includes a planned change to the AIAL shareholding policy. This will allow us to sell some or all our 
shares in AIAL. 

Selling all our shareholding (currently around 18% of shares in Auckland Airport) would reduce our debt by an estimated 
$1.9 billion. This would reduce interest costs on our debt by around $88 million per year, which is greater than what we’d 
expect to earn from the dividends if we kept the shares. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  Waitematā 
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We have also considered other options, including both keeping all our shares and a partial sale that reduces our 
shareholding while maintaining at least 10 per cent (a so-called “blocking stake”). These options would contribute less 
towards our budget reduction target and require other actions – most likely by further increasing rates or debt (within 
existing policy limits). 

What is your preference on this proposal to change the AIAL shareholding policy to enable the sale of all 
Auckland Council’s shares?  Don’t change the policy, keep all our shares and further increase rates and/or debt 

Tell us why: It's a bad time to sell assets 

3. Managing rates and debt 
To help with our budget challenge, we propose a total rates increase for the average value residential property of around 
4.66 per cent or $154 a year (around $3 a week) and to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million in 2023/2024. 

Rates 

Our proposed 4.66 per cent total rates increase would be achieved by: 

• An average increase in general rates of 7.0 per cent across all existing properties, including non-residential 
• Reducing the Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) and Water Quality Targeted Rate (WQTR) by 

around two thirds and using the money we have already collected from these targeted rates to continue 
delivering these work programmes as planned in 2023/2024 

• Pausing our change to the split between business and residential rates. Under our current policy, annual 
increases to general rates for business properties are less than for non-business (residential and farm/lifestyle) 
properties, so that over time the share of general rates paid by business properties is fairer.  Our proposal is to 
put this change on hold for one year  

We propose to increase our use of debt by up to $75 million for 2023/2024.  This will be used to fund some capital 
expenditure (assets such as roads, pipes and buildings) that is currently planned to be funded by operating revenue 
(such as rates and user charges). This will free up that operating revenue to help address our budget shortfall. 

What is your preference on our proposal to manage rates and debt? Other 
Tell us why: Increase rates and debt 

4. Storm Response 
The impacts of the recent storm events beginning on Auckland Anniversary weekend could be substantial over time and 
we don’t yet know the full costs.  

Changes to our investment in land, infrastructure, buildings and equipment will be needed. Some new investments will 
be delayed so we can undertake urgent repairs and replacements.  

Additionally, from 2023/2024, we are proposing to increase our operating budgets by around $20 million each year to 
improve our ability to prepare for and respond to future storms. This would likely require rates to increase for 2023/2024 
by around an additional 1 per cent (on top of the 4.66 per cent increase proposed to address our budget shortfall).  

What is your preference on our proposal to manage the impact of future storms? Proceed with the proposal to 
increase our operating budget by around $20 million each year 

Tell us why:Invest in infrastructure to mitigate impact of future flooding 

 

5. Local Boards 

Waitematā Local Board 

It is proposed to reduce funding by $16 million across all local boards which will impact the activities and services 
delivered by local boards. Given this possible reduction in funding, what do you think of our proposed priorities for 
services and activities in this local board in 2023/2024? Other 

Tell us why: I submitted on this point in a prior application 

If funding for local board activities is reduced, which three of our services do you not want to reduce funding 
for? (i.e. which are most important to you?) Arts and community centre programmes (at Ellen Melville Centre and 
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Studio One Toi Tū), Community programme delivery e.g. community networks, youth and arts, Protection and restoration 
of local waterway e.g. Te Wai Ōrea lake and wetland 

Tell us why these are most important to you:  

Do you think there are other areas where we could make savings to our local budgets?  

6. Changes to other rates and fees and charges 

Waste management rates changes  

Cost changes in waste management, including:  
a) a 10.6 per cent base rate increase,  
b) an option for a new 80L bin in the former Auckland City Council and Manukau City Council areas 
(80L bin price will be $143.71), and  
c) an increase to the 240L refuse bin price (from $254.15 to $287.41).  

 

Introduce a one-off fee of $40 for those residents wishing to change their bin size.   

Extend the food scraps targeted rate to the new areas that will receive the service this year.   

Changes to other rates  

Swimming Pool/Spa Pool Fencing Compliance Targeted Rate: increases to reflect the actual costs of 
the service, and an increase in the fee for follow up inspections.   

Change which bus services are funded by the Climate Action Targeted Rate from what was planned, 
to ensure that we can continue to deliver the climate and service outcomes for which the CATR was 
established.  

 

What do you think of these proposals?  

7. What else is important to you? 
Do you have feedback on any other issues, including: 

• Local board decision-making over local community services (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational Plan 2022/2023 (page 53 in the consultation document). 

• Changes to fees and charges (page 53 in the consultation document). 

Or is there anything further you would like to give feedback on? 

 

Important privacy information 

The personal information that you provide in this form will be held and protected by Auckland Council in accordance with 
our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service centres) and with the 
Privacy Act 1993. The privacy policy explains how we can use and share your personal information in relation to any 
interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that information. You should familiarise 
yourself with this policy before submitting this form.

 


	AB23_Cover_WTM Vol 7
	AB23 WTM Index Vol 7 - Final
	Submission data

	WTM Volume 7



