


29 March 2024 
 
AK Have Your Say 
Auckland Council 
Freepost Authority 182382 
Private Bag 92300 
Auckland 1142 
 
To Auckland Council, 
 
Re.: Submission on Parks & Community Component of Council’s Long-Term Plan 
 
This is a personal submission in support of the funding for sport and recreation facilities as part 
of the Auckland Council’s Long-Term Plan. I am also a member of Pompallier Tennis Club. 
 
As a resident of Auckland, and someone who is an active sports and recreation participant, I 
appreciate the commitment and support that Auckland Council has made, and continues to 
make, to the sport and recreation landscape of the city. I also am very aware of pressures and 
challenges the Council is facing. 
 
As an active tennis player and club member, I have personally experienced a wide disparity in 
the quality of club and public tennis facilities across Auckland. A greater level of investment to 
maintain, improve, and protect facilities from the ever-increasing ravages of weather extremes, 
would be hugely beneficial to the sport and its participants. 
 
Many tennis clubs have the benefit of being in wealthier suburbs yet some clubs especially 
south and west Auckland could benefit with Council assistance. 
 
I fully support the retention of the existing Sport & Recreation Facilities Investment Fund at its 
current level, plus adding the proposed (non-contestable) additional $35m investment. This will 
be vital in addressing the sport and recreation infrastructure deficit and upgrading the existing 
infrastructure. 
 
I hope that the changes to the LTP in the sports and recreation sector are adopted, and the 
Council can continue to assist in enhancing the infrastructure, to ensure the massive 
economic, societal, and health & well-being benefits of sport and recreation are maximised. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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From:
Sent: Monday, 8 April 2024 12:46 pm
To: AKHaveYourSay
Subject: Proposed changes to rates in financial year 2024/2025

Happy with a 7.5% rate increase for 2024/25. 
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My submission 

I wish to make the following submission to the Auckland Council Long-term Plan 2024-2034 

consultation. 

I am part of the sport and recreation sector in Auckland. 

Our sector is critical in making Auckland a great place to be. We rely on hard working 

volunteers and build strong communities – Council’s support is critical to enable our sector to 

achieve what it does.   

Do you have any other comments? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Tell us here: (add/ delete as you wish): 

I do not support the deconstruction of North Harbour Stadium: 

• I support retaining the stadium and its precinct for the use of the local community 

• I support a thorough process to be undertaken in understanding what the best 

outcomes are the North Harbour community which may include changing the 

Operational Management, exploring redevelopment opportunities. 

I submit that the proposed option to pay less and do less will detrimentally impact the play, 

active recreation and sport sector. 

I submit that the Central proposal for the overall direction of Council’s Long-term Plan 

appropriately balance rates rises with service delivery. 

I submit that the Central proposal for Parks and Community will continue to provide a better 

outcome for the sport and recreation sector. 

I support the following aspects of the consultation:  

• I support retaining the Sport and Recreation Facilities Investment Fund and the 

strongly support the proposal for $35 million of additional funding being added to the 

Fund.  

• I propose that Council refines the criteria of the Sport and Recreation Facilities 

Investment Fund to make the additional funding non-contestable.  

• I propose that the additional $35 million funding is used to fund a range of community 

sport and recreation facilities including indoor sports facilities.  

• I advocate for the retention of the Sport and Recreation Facilities Operating Grant 

and ask consideration for an increase to the Grant.  

• I support Council seeking changes to the law relating to development contributions to 

enable Council to adequately recover the costs of growth and to use development 

contributions to fund community sport and recreation facilities.  

• I support a review of costs and contractual structure for maintenance on parks and 

open spaces, specifically for sports fields. 

• I advocate for community use of schools and that consideration given to the co-

development of schools with Auckland Council to include publicly accessible sport 

and recreation facilities. 
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I specifically support the proposed multi-code indoor facility at the Albany Tennis Park in 

Oteha Valley Road. The reasons for this support are as follows: 

________we have limited resources presently to other cities in e.g. Australia and there 

needs to be far more facilities to allow children and adults to stay fit and play sport which is 

so important for everyone’s wellbeing and these would be utilsed well as the current ones 

e.g. eventfindastadium is at capacity.  I wish all my children to have these opportunities now 

and in the future. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How to submit this form 

Email – Email your completed form to akhaveyoursay@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

In person - Drop your completed form off at your local library or service centre. 

By post - Place your completed form in an envelope and send it to freepost address: 

AK Have Your say 

Auckland Council, 

Freepost Authority 182382 

Private Bag 92300 

Auckland 1142 

 

Note: Your feedback will be included in public documents. All other personal details will 

remain private. 

This submission can also be done online if you prefer: 

https://akhaveyoursay.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/hub-page/long-term-plan-2024-2034 
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Auckland Council Long Term Plan 2024-2034 – Have Your Say   

 

Please consider my views on this as below:- 

 

Port 

I strongly oppose leasing part of the port and inves�ng in an Auckland Future Fund. This 
leasing would totally compromise future possibili�es for the port.  As an aside, my 

understanding is that management of the Port has greatly improved. 

It has been iden�fied that the posi�on of the Port in Auckland will not be viable in some 30 

years.  Why then would we consolidate it’s posi�on? 

Transport routes to and from the port are a major factor and the impact on Auckland roads 

and traffic, with the large and heavy containers, must be significant, in both monetary costs 
and �me in traffic for commuters. 

There should be more public access to land currently occupied by the Port and discussions 

on future public use of the land should be explored.  I look forward to more ideas about this. 

 

Local Boards 

I don’t support a reduc�on in local boards.  I believe my Local Board (Devonport Takapuna) 

represents the community well.  However, if the decision is made to amalgamate local 
boards then I believe this should be north along the coast and to one side of the motorway. 

 

Community 

The stronger communi�es are the beter they are able to serve their communi�es.  This 
requires adequate resourcing.  The added value volunteers make to their communi�es is 

enormous, in normal �mes but par�cularly in emergencies. 

It is very important that facili�es such as community houses, libraries and leisure facili�es 

are properly resourced.  This enables individuals to do the best they can for themselves to 

keep healthy, physically and mentally.  It also helps different cultures to engage and enjoy 

the things – food, music, art, etc - that are special to them.  This helps to unite, rather than 

divide, people. 

 

Environmental 

Our environment needs very real aten�on and resources – it must be looked a�er as well as 

we can.  Protec�ng and restoring our natural environment is a priority. 
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I support Restoring Takuranga Hauraki (RTH) comments regarding the targeted rate for 

climate action.  This has funded most of their activities, including predator control, over the 

years.  The progress they have made providing protec�on for our na�ve species and for urban 

ngahere must con�nue. 

I support the re-establishing of full funding of the water quality targeted rate.  Making space 

for water is incredibly important and will make Auckland more liveable.  Funding this 

ini�a�ve means that water going into the see will be cleaner and we will have more green 

spaces, more waterways daylighted, allowing more habitat for our na�ve plants, fish and 

birds. 

Climate change, of course, must be considered for everything. 

 

Water 

Managing storm water is a priority, for flood protec�on, our waterways and the ocean. 

I support the re-establishing of full funding of the water quality targeted rate.  Making space 

for water is incredibly important and will make Auckland more liveable.  Funding this 

ini�a�ve means that water going into the see will be cleaner and we will have more green 

spaces, more waterways daylighted, allowing more habitat for our na�ve plants, fish and 

birds. 

 

Transport 

Public Transport - buses, ferries and trains - should be managed and resourced adequately.   
This could be at the expense of raised pedestrian crossings, where I believe signage would 

o�en suit the purpose.   

Also, I believe it is important that ferries s�ck to their �me tables and not be cancelled when 

cruise ships are in port.   Aucklanders’ lives, and livelihoods, should not be nega�vely 

impacted because of incoming tourists. 

I support more pedestrian / low car areas in Auckland central. 

Working with central government to make public transport faster, easier, reliable and 

affordable has to be the best way of dealing with our traffic. 

 

Bayswater Marina 

It is essen�al that realis�c public access is retained at Bayswater Marina, together with 

viable access to the ferry service.  With the increase in development and popula�on on the 

Devonport peninsula, including Bayswater, this becomes even more important. 
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With the traffic conges�on on Lake Road, any means of ge�ng people from the Devonport 

Peninsula to central Auckland has to be an advantage. 

Important  too is that the marina opera�ons and businesses are viable and not consumed by 

dwellings and associated carparks. 

 

Built environment 

I believe the Auckland Unitary Plan, on which there was much consulta�on, gives sufficient 

guidance for housing development and should be the matrix for Auckland, rather than the 

NPS-UD, 

 

Heritage 

I support heritage protec�on, especially ‘special character’ areas.   

However I have one excep�on: I do not believe the heritage classifica�on of the building 

previously owned by the Firths at Milford is appropriate.  I think it was a mistake to have it 

iden�fied as having heritage merit and believe access for the public walkway is more 

important.  I really hope this impasse can be resolved and the iconic Takapuna Milford 

walkway can be reinstated.  This walkway was used and enjoyed by thousands – it is worth 
keeping.  

 

North Harbour Stadium 

It is very important that North Harbour Stadium be retained.  The North Shore is the / one of 

the fastest growing communi�es in New Zealand.  Ini�ally the stadium was well used and 
supported, managed by North Harbour Stadium Trust.  However, it was subsequently 

managed / ‘vandalised’ by Tataki Auckland Unlimited (TAU), a Council CCO.  It is because of 

TAU’s ‘management’ that it is in the condi�on it is now.  It is important that this stadium be 
returned to a working condi�on so that it can serve, not only spor�ng events (including the 

increasing women’s spor�ng codes) but concerts and cultural events.  A change of 

management from TAU is a very good idea.   

 

Auckland  Stadium 

I am unconvinced of the need of another Stadium but, of the various op�ons I am aware of, 

the ‘precinct’ op�on in the old railway sta�on area on, I believe, Nga� Whatua land, is the 
best.  I understand this would have mul� use buldings and apartments, as well as a stadium.  

This seems the best idea to develop, if another stadium is considered. 
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Waste / Recycling 

I think the Food Waste bins are excellent and will prove their worth when more people get 
used to them.  I would like to know how these work in large complexes such as apartment 

blocks and re�rement facili�es. 

I support fortnightly Rubbish Collec�ons WHEN food waste bins are available.   

I do not support fully funded refuse collec�ons. I believe ‘user pays’ is the best system for 

waste.  When people pay for their rubbish to be collected but do not for food waste or 

recycling, the economic advantages should be clear. 

 

Hauraki Gulf 

I support all measures to increase the health of the Hauraki Gulf. 

 

Climate Ac�on Transport Targeted Rate (CATTR) 

I support broadening the descrip�on of bus services funded by this.  Should this also apply 

to train and ferry services? 

 

Long Term Differen�al Strategy 

I support the discon�nua�on of this. 

 

Overall I support the pay more get more model to fast track some initiatives. 

Although I am not enthusiastic about spending more, it is essential we keep up with 

infrastructure requirements. 

This, I think, is a national dilemma and needs input from central government.  

 

 

  

28 March 2024 
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