Possible futures

These are uncertain times. In developing the draft Auckland Plan we
focused on the things most likely to bring about a great future for
Aucklanders. Working together we can achieve a great deal.

There are, however, other possible futures for Auckland. Especially if we
ignore how complex the world is becoming and how fast the landscape
is changing.

A plan for Auckland which looks out 30 years will have some definite
answers to some issues, but other areas will be far from certain.

This section of the Auckland Plan explores a small number of plausible
futures for Auckland. These are not predictions, forecasts, or preferences.
They are simply an initial exploration of what could be.

Alongside positive global achievements such as the Paris Agreement
on Climate Change, there are a number of possible situations that are
less positive.

Nations and cities are becoming more unequal. Enduring poverty remains.

The dislocation of people across borders is unprecedented. Climate events
dislodge many more people from their homes. Water and food shortages
are more widespread. Trade protectionism and ‘wall building” is in a new
phase. An era of work dominated by artificial intelligence and automation
has arrived. Many people feel isolated.

Whilst Auckland may be remote, we are still affected in this increasingly
interconnected world. In developing this Auckland Plan, Aucklanders have
expressed uncertainty as they see it in various ways.

Scenarios

Living with nature
Safe haven
The people’s network

They have talked about:
» a two-step Auckland of haves and have nots

» the effects of Auckland’s rapidly growing and increasingly
diverse population

» Auckland’s perception as a global ‘safe haven’
- the effects and opportunities of innovative and accessible technology
» the move to better reconnect people and place

» the importance of living with nature and climate change.

While global trends are shared, so also is a desire for a more inclusive
agenda. One that creates better jobs or lifestyles, addresses inequality,
reduces poverty, and begins to mend land and waterways — and
neighbourhoods and communities, where solutions are often found.

Deeper and more systematic processes for exploring scenarios are being
developed and practiced across New Zealand. The dairy and transport
sectors are two local sectors doing this well.

A wide base of wisdom and knowledge is needed to help Auckland citizens
and leaders explore:

» what they want to avoid
» the trends they want to follow and encourage.

- alternative ways of influencing the future, through a thorough process of
scenario testing and discussion.

This will be one way the Auckland Plan continues to develop and refine its
response to complex issues, and fast-paced change.

Whose food bowl
Two speed Auckland




Living with nature b

> Whaitmghtbbenbpppengig?
W hatt dbms s aldielan b bialn driekfeikb b
> Howmghitveeobélivgrg?

We've decided not to fight the sea and to live with nature. We've become experts in redesigning
infrastructure, bringing our rivers out from underground pipes and rejigging systems into smaller
units so that disruption is more contained, and it is faster and less expensive to fix damage.

Some areas have become highly desirable island communities. Ferry and other visitor services are
the norm across the Waitemata and the new islands of the Gulf, especially Devonport. More water
space has reinvigorated tourism in the City of Sails.

People have adopted solar energy, others have made roof gardens so they are self-sufficient when
the power goes down, and to capture rainwater — much as we did in the 1950s. More regular power
and waste outages have made us rethink self-reliance, household by household. We're gardening
more than we used to.

There has been a big shift in the way we look at home ownership. Long-term leases for homes have
become the norm as security of tenure for land vulnerable to flooding and climate impacts has
disrupted home insurance and mortgage practices.



Safe haven

> Whaitmghtbbenbpppengig?
Whait abemas’aldislan kb bealn d ekt ik B

> Howmgthitweebeélivgrg? Who are we?

We are the first city of the Pacific, the greatest number of Pacific residents on the planet. Many relocated here to be with their
families, others were forced to move by climate change. New Zealand citizens in the Cook Islands, Niue and the Tokelau Islands
are free to settle here, and they have.
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We are also more Asian, absorbing the population growth from the north. We remain founded on the Treaty of Waitangi while
open to the world. Maori still make the first welcome.

Auckland’s people are now 50/50 born here/born there. Aucklanders epitomise super-diversity. We are more multi-lingual
meaning we are more flexible and better problem solvers. We look at things from different angles, our minds are agile.

We've rebuilt the labour market by recruiting people on working holidays and visas, and student visas. In particular, the
construction industry is no longer skill starved; housing and infrastructure deficits are being rebalanced. Shortages of teachers,
health professionals and engineers have also been addressed. Modularised home building has helped to rapidly accommodate
these new workers and they are now used as social housing.

Auckland lifts productivity and revenue through entrepreneurship and migrant-fuelled start-ups. More money
is available for spending on homes and amenities. We followed the United States trend: half of start-ups are founded by migrants.
Newcomers have joined the sunrise tech companies owned by Maori, many of which are leading the New Zealand Tech Awards.
LT - T ] 1, TS ;
TStk ]
— i : __2 - — __;:-l.
L { | =1 LN

- " [ =

¥

il - g L
# 4

.2 - .I ry
T e
g F 1

< I

F] e B e AN



The people’s network

> Whatmightobehpppengig?
> Howmghitvedbélivgrg?
Whait dioes sMoidkbah b bialn amelf ek b
The People’s Network connects many diverse suburbs and different communities, celebrating the

neighbourhoods we pass and wouldn’t normally visit. It's breaking down barriers many people feared ind
would deepen. 1S

We criss-cross Auckland freely and in comparative safety. We are contributing to less congestion, fresher
air, and a stronger sense of connectedness. Aucklanders feel safer. ple. P

Auckland’s form as a city of maunga becomes more visible to the network users who travel at a slower i as
pace. Both harbours are connected.

A secondary less formal radial network complements the motorways, busways and streets built to move
people between suburbs and the city centre.

We circulate around the isthmus rather than following the main arterial roads from local centre to local
centre. The city centre is part of the whole, but not dominant.

We are breaking down a degree of segregation, one neighbourhood from another.




Whose food bowl?

> Whaitmghtbbenbpppengig?
> Howmghitvedbélivgrg?
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Whatt dea s’ Aaidklan i b d ekt eixke b

We treat rainfall and re-used water as a natural advantage; it is vital for our role in the New Zealand food supply
story. Alongside natural rainfall it proves a competitive advantage over other producers like Australia.

Auckland chefs and food producers revolutionised eating local and indigenous produce, reversing imports of
offshore crops — except for bananas. These are being grown commercially in Northland, taking advantage of
rising temperatures.

Visiting cruise ships now stock food produced in New Zealand from the outset of a cruise, generating more
revenue at our ports.

More Aucklanders are employed in the hi-tech end of the primary industries sector; food production, marketing
and science have merged in our school and tertiary curriculum.

Increases in Aucklanders’ maturity regarding food has also had knock on effects in health and healthy eating.
Diabetes, heart disease and other food related diseases are in decline, so we are living longer.



Two speed Auckland

> Whattmightbd bpppengig?
> Howmghitveebeilingrg?
> Whait dhmss/aidiatachb bikadn d iekf ik tike ?

Schools are far less mixed. There is an edge of intolerance and resentment in the classroom. Hope that the next
generation will bridge the divide is muted.

The new joblessness amongst middle income families is eroding mental health and self-esteem, just as it did for
others during the big manufacturing losses. Talk of a universal basic income to replace lost earnings has been too
slow to deliver relief.

Aucklanders report feeling unsafe during the day. Attacks on cyclists and people working late at night steadily
rise. Parks are often no-go areas.

The social distance between people has increased. We have lost trust and cohesion as a people. Community
activities which used to help us support each other —including sports, arts and hobby groups — are dwindling
as volunteers withdraw. Services like St John Ambulance and Youthline have also ceased due to a lack of funds
and supporters.

tnem maore secure. violence, burglaries and crime nave risen again.
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