
 

APPENDIX 2D: HERITAGE ASSESSMENT OF AREAS – 
SINGIFICANCE OF ELEMENTS 

 
 
The landscape at the former Kingseat Hospital comprises a garden setting designed to 
complement the various buildings.  A large number of trees were specifically planted to 
provide a shelterbelt to the buildings and grounds while others were intended to provide a 
decorative element.  Phoenix palms feature prominently and were amongst the first to be 
planted to delineate the roadways.   
 
Three open spaces were an important aspect of the original layout of the site.  These 
included the central field that the administration building overlooks, the northern field 
adjacent to the ancillary buildings and a third space in the eastern corner.  These 
contributed to the park-like setting and also provided space for sports activities.   
 
The Central Field was the focus of 
Kingseat with the various buildings 
grouped around it.  The entrance 
driveway was a significant part of the 
landscape.       

Exceptional Central Field 

Franklin/New Zealand History  
Reflection of important or representative aspects of Franklin’s and/or NZ’s history.  
 
Psychiatric hospitals were part of New Zealand’s history until the 1990s when the 
emphasis shifted to community care.  The former Kingseat Hospital is a representative 
example of those psychiatric hospitals.   
 
The grounds of the site were carefully planned and laid out with large outdoor recreation 
spaces and gardens designed to provide patients with a sense of freedom that was 
absent from earlier institutions.  This was a new concept for psychiatric hospital 
environments at that time in New Zealand.   
 
The site is therefore, an important aspect of life at Kingseat and the history of psychiatric 
hospitals in New Zealand. 
 
Community Association/Public Esteem 
Community association with/or public esteem for the place.   
 
Kingseat Hospital is likely to have had community associations by providing employment 
for local inhabitants who may have attended the gardens and lawn areas.   
 
Scientific Interest/Public Education 
Potential of the place for scientific interest and public education. 
 
Some of the trees may have scientific value.  
 
Technical Accomplishment/Architectural Design  
Technical accomplishment or value, or design of the place.  Whether a building or 
structure is a notable example of a particular style, designer or period of architecture, or 
show special craftsmanship or technology.  



 
The grounds were initially laid out in 1927 and 1928 with the help of patients from Oakley 
Hospital who were known as the “Pioneer Patients”.  Staff were also involved in the initial 
preparation of the grounds.  Trees were planted to provide shelter belts as well as 
contributing to the beauty of the grounds. 
 
The grounds were developed over time to resemble a park like setting but the initial 
layout was designed in a classic symmetric fashion.  The central entrance was developed 
with Phoenix palms planted on either side and a focal point was provided when the 
Administration Building was constructed.  These elements are typical of classical garden 
design. 
 
Rare Types of Historic Places 
Importance of identifying rare types of historic places or resources.   
 
Other examples of former psychiatric hospitals exist in New Zealand including Tokanui in 
Te Awamutu, Sunnyside in Christchurch, Lake Alice in Manawatu and Seacliff and 
Waikari in Dunedin.  Kingseat was one of two such hospitals in Auckland, the other being 
Oakley (Carrington).  Kingseat was the only hospital in the south Auckland area.   
 
The Kingseat site has a rarity value as an example of a place where expansive grounds 
were designed for a particular purpose, that of creating open spaces and gardens for 
recreation and the enjoyment of patients and staff in a psychiatric hospital environment.  
The site layout remains generally intact.     
 
Historical/Cultural Landscape 
Extent to which the place forms part of wider historical or cultural complex or historical or 
cultural landscape.  A particular place may not be of such significance in itself that it 
warrants inclusion in Schedule 8a but its value may be such that its modification or 
destruction would diminish the significance of the complex or landscape as a whole.      
 
The former Kingseat Hospital and grounds can be considered to be part of the historical 
landscape of the south Auckland area.   
 
The grounds, developed with a park-like character were an attempt to provide a more 
open environment for psychiatric patients than the traditional yards that the patients were 
accustomed to.  The concept was to provide patients with a sense of freedom.   
 
The trees, gardens and open spaces were an integral part of the Kingseat Hospital 
environment and the significance of the site as a whole would be reduced if any 
significant elements were to be removed.   
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