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Awhitu Community Objectives

Preservation of natural environment:

1. Adaptation strategies preserve and enhance the natural environment and ecosystems that support biodiversity,
whilst protecting vulnerable flora/ fauna from adverse activities that damage these delicate systems

Connectivity and access

2. Open space areas provide for and maintain suitable paragliding and hang-gliding take-off and landing places

3. All tide access to the beach, coast and harbour is maintained to enable a range of recreational and water-based
activities (e.g. swimming, paragliding, hang- gliding, walking, picnicking, sailing/boating, kiteboarding and surfing)

Asset resilience

4. Resilience of community facilities and assets in hazard zones is a priority
5. Community facilities in the Awhitu area support community resilience and recovery

Management and maintenance of coastal spaces

6. Pedestrian safety and use of public coastal walkways and lookouts is supported by improvements to signage and
maintenance of coastal spaces

Transport considerations

7. Aresilient road network supports and maintains access for a diverse range of transport types (i.e., bikes,
vehicles) to and along the coastal environment (improve/ support connectivity between coastal spaces).

Awhitu Community Engagement
Overview

The first round of public consultation on this project finished on the 14th October 2022, running for
approximately three months. During this time three in person community engagement events hosted in
Pollok, Grahams Beach and Waiuku took place. Close to 350 individuals provided feedback on what they
value about the Manukau South and Awhitu coastlines and how they utilize these coastal areas.
Submissions included:

e 145 comments left on our interactive digital Social Pinpoint map

e 114 surveys via Social Pinpoint and AK Have Your Say

e 5 emails with detailed coastal management recommendations and feedback
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Big Bay: Manukau Heads:

Vazlued for the boat ramp. Maintenance required Valued for the historic lighthouse, lookout points and
for community facilities (park bench). Nead for walkways. Need for better signage along walkways to
better signage along walkways to imprave public protect vulnerable ecosystems and nesting shorebirds.
access and safety Maintaining public access to the coast here is necessary

Orua Bay:

Valued for the boat ramp and
water access, fishing spot and
viewpoints. Need for better
signage along walkways to
improve public access and
safety

Wattle Bay:
Walking, swimming, ongoing
access to the coast is needed

Poliok:
Community advocate for the
area to be restored to its
natural habitat and remedy
the spread of mangroves

Hamilton's Gap:
Important coastal access point
for the community. Valued for

paragliding, hang- gliding

spots, fishing, viewpoints,
connect to the coast, utilise

boat ramps, kayak, swim

Grahams Beach:

Valued for the boat ramp.
Ongoing maintenance
required for the carpark
and playground. Vehicle
access to the beach is of
concern to locals

Hudson's Beach:
People visit the coast
here to utilise the boat
ramp for water access
into the harbour and
fishing, howsever this
boat ramp requires
maintenance.

Walking, swimming,
valued boat ramp for
water access. Erosion

noted at turmning bay.
Shared interest in
safeguarding the natural
environment

Matakawau:
Important access point to
the coast. Concemn related
to land lost to erosion and
the need to protect

coastal walkways zlong
the edge of farmland
(establish a permanent
connection between Te
Toro and Pollok). Shared
interest in preserving and
enhancing the natural
environment and habitats

Karioitahi:

Important coastzl access point for the community however there is a
shared concern related to vehicle access on dune ecosystems and
ongoing erosion of the carpark . Valued for paragliding and hang-gliding
spots, viewpoints, swimming, walking, fishing, surfing

Feedback

All feedback was collated and sorted into the following major categories (Figure 1).

e Active recreation - how people utilise the coastal areas and provided amenities

e Passive recreation - how people connect to and enjoy the coast and reserve areas

e Environmental - concerns related to the care and protection of the natural environment

e Transport- concerns related to roading networks across the Manukau South and Awhitu Coastline

e Heritage, History and Community- comments related to the cultural and historic significance of the
coast, along with those detailing the importance of the coast the community.

e Community memory- coastal hazards and/ or storm events that the local community remember, along
with changes to the coastline over time.
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e Coastal engineering and assets - values and concerns related to coastal engineering and assets (wharfs,

seawalls etc.)

e Management and maintenance issues- management and maintenance concerns the community has for
the coastline and its assets and facilities.

Community Memory

Coastal Engineering and Assets

Heritage, history and community

Erviro nmental

Manazement and Maintenance |ssues

Active Recreation

Fassive Recreation

Transport

Y

Tag Categories — Awhitu

Storm event
Flooding

Voluntearing

Events

Connectivity

Cultural heritage site
Heritage building/ site
whakapapa

Yacht Club

Ses wall
Groyne
Planfing
‘Wharf

Stainmay
Wallway

Facilities

Beach Mourishment

Beatramp

Playground
Cyole path

regicnal park

Azzet Renewsl! removal
4 - Path maintenance
Tree isswe

Pest control
Public access
Flanning

Erosion

Stop fishing
Effluent Owverflow
‘Wehicle access
Unlzashed dogs
signage

Kaimoana

Lendscaps

Bicdiversity

Mangroves

Pohutakaws

WWater Quality

Mative Spacies
Environmental Protection
Wetland

Runoff

Y
- Dog Walking
I " Recen
- Recreational Boat Launching
(motorized)
- Recreational Water Access
20 40 50 BD . Running
- GCycding
Commuting by ferry *  Connection with nature = Swimming
a"““"”:”g‘ EJT:L'_‘E +  Beach Activities- water related - SIGH 5
mimuting- WWalking . : ; - =y groun
Traffic Cnnnec_lmn with the Caast - Wind surfing or kitesurfing
Parking * Wewpﬂln‘!s . - paragliding
E— Kids walking! cycling to s * BBQ or picnic - Sailing
=chool . Camping - kayaking
Rosad safety improvements * Fishing - ESports figld
- Exploring - hang gliding

Figure 1: Break down of the number of times each high-level topic was tagged based on community comments and a summary

of the results for Awhitu .
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How will Community Objectives be used?

Informing Adaptation Strategies

To help us develop strategies to manage the Awhitu
coastline, we use:

Mana Whenua
values, objectives
and considerations

e coastal hazard data

e climate change forecasts

e values from mana whenua

Community values
and objectives

e input from infrastructure providers

CCO feedback
and
infrastructure
considerations

e input from the local community

Through this process, we aim to identify and document the
best options for managing our coastal areas over the next
century.

Technical advice

Adaptation strategies are recommended across the short (0-20 years), medium (20-60 years), and long
(60+ years) timeframes. However, when dealing with climate change impacts, it is important to note that
the timing of when a change in strategy is required can be uncertain. While specific signals and triggers are
not identified in this plan, we have endeavoured to provide high-level indications of potential impacts that
would lead to a change in strategy. Four major adaptation strategies to set long term management
approaches are considered which are outlined below:

e No Active Intervention (NAI):

Natural processes are allowed to continue. This includes no
investment in the provision or maintenance of any defences. This
strategy is automatically selected for areas of the coastline that are
not owned by Auckland Council.

e Limited Intervention (LI): Limited works are undertaken to extend the
existing asset life or to ensure assets remain safe, including localised
realignment of individual assets. This approach acknowledges that the
coastline’s position will not be fixed into the future and may include
small-scale, nature-based measures (e.g. dune planting) to support the
coastline’s resilience.
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e Hold the Line (HTL): The coastal edge is fixed at a certain location,
using nature-based options (e.g. beach nourishment) or hard
structures (e.g. sea walls). Nature-based options are the preferred
method where possible.

e Managed Retreat (MR): Assets and activities are moved away from
hazard-prone areas in a controlled way over time. Managed Retreat
allows greater space for natural buffers and reduces asset exposure to
natural hazards.

Next steps & key dates

Once the community objectives are confirmed the team will evaluate adaptation strategies and options
and write these finding into the body of the Manukau South Shoreline Adaptation Plan report.

Once the report is finalised, it will go to the Franklin Local Board for endorsement in April. A copy of the
complete report will be sent to everyone who participated in this project via providing feedback.
Additionally, the final outcomes of the consultation and the report will be available on the AK Have
Your Say webpage.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the community objectives for Manukau South and/ or
Awhitu please email the team at shorelineadaptationplans@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
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