Questions
and answers

Vegetable scraps,
including peelings,
stalks and skin

Fruit scraps,
including peelings,
cores, stalks and skins

Meal
scraps

Bread

Pasta and rice

Dairy products

Meat bones and
scraps including
fat trimmings

Fish scraps
and bones, and
shellfish shells

Eggshells

Paper towels
and tissues

Coffee grounds, tea
leaves and tea bags

Indoor cut
flowers

Garden waste

Cigarette butts

Disposable food
containers and
utensils, including
compostable items

Sanitary products
and nappies

Plastic bags

Pet waste
Cling film, waxed paper
or aluminium foil

Your food scraps will be
turned into compost to be used to nourish
the soil and grow more plants.
Think of it as recycling your food scraps.

When are my food scraps collected?
Your food scraps collection is collected weekly on your
usual rubbish collection day. Put it out every week, even if
it’s not full.
Will this food scraps service cost me?
This service is paid through a targeted rate to households
in your neighbourhood.
What happens to the food scraps once they
are collected?
Food scraps are full of valuable nutrients. The collected
material will be composted for agriculture, fruit and
vegetable growing and farming, across the North Island.
Do I need to use compostable liners in the bin?
No, they are optional. Either use the official Auckland
Council compostable liners (available at retail outlets), or
old newspaper, paper towel or no liner at all. Please don’t
use plastic bags or non-official liners.
I still want to compost, do I have to use the bin?
The food scraps service is complementary to home
composting. The food scraps bin takes meat, small bones
and shellfish. Please visit compostcollective.org.nz
for more information on home composting.
What about compostable plates, cutlery and
coffee cups?
Compostable packaging can’t go into the food scraps
bin because they take much longer to break down than
food scraps.
What if I live in a multi-unit property
(e.g. an apartment or a gated community)?
Your property may have a special arrangement for food
scraps collections. Check with your property manager
to see where to put your food scraps for collection.
when needed. Maintain it like you would your rubbish bin.
Find out more about your food scraps collection at
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/food-scraps
or call 09 301 0101

23-PRO-0165

What goes in your
food scraps bin:

How to make the most of your

FOOD SCRAPS
COLLECTION
SERVICE

Together we can protect our land and waste nothing.
Mā te mahi tahi e tiakina ai e tātou ō tātou whenua,
tē tuku ai kia moumou he paku aha.

Find out more at
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/foodscraps

Avoid smells

Use it even if you never cook

These tips will help you keep your bins clean.

Use it for the things you don’t eat like:

1. Line your kitchen caddy with an Auckland
Council compostable liner. These are available
at local supermarkets or the local library.
2. Wrap your food scraps in newspaper, paper
bag, or a paper towel to soak up any liquid.
3. Store your food scraps in the fridge or freezer
before putting in the food scraps bin for
collection.
4. Rinse or wash out the caddy and bin regularly.

Paper towels

Bones

Coffee grounds

Tea leaves
and tea bags

Orange peels

Banana peels

Apple cores

Mouldy bread

5. Put your food scraps out for collection each
week, even if you don’t have a lot.
Eggshells

LITTLE SCRAPS,
BIG DIFFERENCE
Using the food scraps bin a tiny bit will
save you money on rubbish bin tags
because you won’t need to put your
rubbish bin out as often.

Turning kai into kai
Food scraps can be made
into compost then used to
feed soil that in turn grows
more plants and vegetables.
Collecting and composting
food scraps will mean less
rubbish goes to the landfill.

Getting a bin
If you need a food scraps bin or your bin is broken, visit
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/rubbish-recycling/binrequests or call 09 301 0101. The food scraps bin service
is included in the annual targeted rate for all households
in your neighbourhood, so there’s no additional costs to
have it emptied.
If you live in a multi-unit property, talk to your
property manager about your collection process.

