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                The coasts of New Zealand were once covered in native vegetation. The plant communities included highly salt-tolerant species and hardy ferns, shrubs and trees.
            

        

		
            Page Content
Vegetation and coastal ecosystems
Good vegetation cover on coastal land can help coastal ecosystems by:
	providing habitats for native birds and animals
	preventing erosion of soil and sand by wind and water
	shading out invasive weeds
	preserving the natural character of our coastal environment.

Coastal forests, clifftops, banks and dunes are some of New Zealand's most threatened ecosystems.
Coastal forests have been reduced by over 90 per cent, and fewer than 10 per cent of New Zealand's sand dunes remain unmodified.
Help support and restore coastal ecosystems
Restoring coastal ecosystems requires an ongoing commitment to pest plant management. This helps establish new native plants.
By removing weeds from around plants for two to three years, native plants can grow higher than the pest plants that crowd them out.
For planting advice, see our series of coastal planting guides:
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	How to report coastal hazards		https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/environment/what-you-can-do-for-environment/Pages/how-to-report-coastal-hazards.aspx	How to report coastal hazards	What to do and who to contact if a severe beach erosion, cliff instability or other coastal hazard is found. 				aspx									Environment consultation	
	Plant with locally sourced plants		https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/environment/plants-animals/plant-for-your-ecosystem/Pages/plant-locally-sourced-plants.aspx	Plant with locally sourced plants	If you want to restore your garden or backyard, use native plants sourced from local seeds. This is called ecosourcing.				aspx									Biodiversity	
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	Forest ecosystems		https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/environment/plants-animals/plant-for-your-ecosystem/Pages/forest-ecosystems.aspx	Forest ecosystems	Find out how to support forest ecosystems.				aspx									Biodiversity	
	Natural environments of the Auckland region		https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/environment/plants-animals/plant-for-your-ecosystem/Pages/natural-environments-auckland-region.aspx	Natural environments of the Auckland region	Natural environments and ecosystems support different plants and animals.				aspx									Biodiversity	





			



		

	



        

        
            Additional Content


        

        
            

        

	


        


    
            

            
                Share to: 
                
                        Mail To
                            
                        
                    
                        Facebook
                            
                        
                    
                        LinkedIn
                            
                        
                    
                        Twitter
                            
                        
                    
            

    

    Share this page



    

    
        Is the information on this page helpful?

        Yes
        No
    

    
        
            Thanks for your feedback

            

        

        To ask for help or report a problem with our services or facilities, contact us.

        Tell us how we can improve the information on this page. (optional)
        
            
                
                
                    Skip
                    Send
                

            

        

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                Thanks for your feedback
            

        

    



	


                                        

                                    

                                    
                                    
                                
                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            Top
   Need help?
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